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Abstract 
Lack of reading culture among Nigerians has become a sore in the eye, but it is 
even worst among children and youth. This paper attempts to discuss the 
problems militating against the enhancement of reading culture among 
children and youth in Nigeria. A reading nation is an informed and 
knowledgeable society that can contribute positively to economic 
transformation of its country and any effort being made in adopting the 
culture of reading is a manifestation of the importance of reading. The paper 
suggests activities that can be used to enhance reading culture and the 
benefits of reading culture. It highlights the problems militating against the 
establishment of a reading culture among children and youth. 
Recommendations are given at the end of the paper which, if fully 
implemented, will increase reading achievements and promote a reading 
culture among children, the youth, parents and communities. The conclusion 
summarizes the salient issues raised by the paper. 

Introduction 
Lack of reading culture among Nigerians has been a persistent sore in the eyes. Concerted 

efforts being made in ensuring that the seeds of this culture are sown is a manifestation of the 
recognition that it is only a literate and knowledgeable society that can fully participate in and 
positively contribute to national development. The process of developing a reading culture should 
start at an early stage of childhood and natured into adulthood. The need for developing a reading 
culture among Nigerians becomes more pertinent when we grapple with the reality that despite the 
opportunities that have availed themselves with the advent of Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT) in affording easy access to relevant information, their use is a monopoly of the 
literate. Even at that, not all the literate people have developed the culture of reading and using ICT 
(Krashen and Von Sprecken, 2002). 

Definition of Reading 
Reading is an important skill which is acquired right from primary school level. Opega (2008) 

defines reading as the ability to extract information from printed symbols, which can be sounded. He 
further explains that reading is a visual act and a thinking process which is related to one's 
experiences and cultural background. In reading there is need for a recall of meanings built up through the 
reader's own contributions in form of interpretation, evaluation and reflection of these meanings. 
Cousins (2007) ascribes reading to "an activity characterized by the translation of symbols, or letters, 
into words and sentences tat have meaning to the individual." He states that the ultimate goal of 
reading is to be able to understand written materials, to evaluate it, and to use it for one's needs. 
Usman (2002) defines reading as the meaningful interpretation of graphic symbols into ideas and 
concepts. Ideas are the writers' opinions while concepts are the general opinion underlying such ideas. 
Reading can yet be explained as the ability to make conceptual responses to print signal or responses 
made silently or verbally to printed material (Lawani, 1997). 

Developing a Reading Culture 
Reading is a critical skill that must be developed in children at an early stage. It is a key factor in 

the success of an individual and the development of a nation. Full participation in the affairs of the 
society is largely dependent on the ability to read. Good reading ability is particularly critical to job 
efficiency and professional growth. At the national level, development in ail aspects of a nation's life 
is facilitated by the attention given to literary development. A nation's level of scientific and 
technological development is largely a reflection of its literary development. Umolu (1997) observes 
that a nation cannot be strong or competitive in a global economy, and a democracy cannot fulfill its 
promise of equal opportunity for all, if a large percentage of its citizens are illiterate. 



It is at the school setting that the importance of reading is best appreciated. Because books 
constitute the bulk of the learning resources, it is obvious that a student's success depends on the  
extent to which he can obtain information from print quickly and efficiently. Reading is essential to 
all levels of education starting from primary to university level. Students need to read newspapers, 
pamphlets, articles, their text books and all other relevant materials in order to function as good 
students in the classroom. 
Developing a reading culture entails developing a reading habit and a healthy appetite for books not 
just for individuals but as a family, community and a nation. Just as other cultural values are taught the 
child at an early age, reading culture is also best developed in early childhood and nurtured through 
adulthood. The benefits are many, some of which are: 
• A nation with a good reading culture is an informed and knowledgeable society that can 

contribute positively to the economic transformation of the country. 
• A developed reading culture equips pupils and students at all levels to excel in their studies,  

thereby improving the nation's standard of education. 
• A reading culture promotes literacy. 
• Reading opens to the individual a whole world of knowledge, broadening his horizon, leading 

to self-development, greater tolerance, control of baser passions, better understanding of 
issues, more analytic approach to issues and continuous self-improvement. In a nation with a 
strong reading culture, this benefit is multiplied through the population (Kachala, 2007). 

Pre-school Activities that Help Improve Reading Culture 
As rightly pointed out by Adams (1990), the time parents spend with their children in pre-

school literacy activity is very critical. He argues that there is clear evidence of the effect of'the rich 
get richer while the poor get poorer' in reading while beginning reading. Children's initial success in 
acquiring vocabulary knowledge and reading fluency lead to further success, because reading 
broadens the vocabulary and increases knowledge. 

In order to learn to read, a child needs a number of abilities and various types of knowledge. 
Most importantly, a reader must be able to understand discourse, or speech (ICrashen, 2001). Another 
important aspect of language development that equally helps develop reading culture involves 
encouraging children to tell stones themselves, especially when this is linked with dramatic play. 
Research (Trelease, 200!) shows that dramatic play in pre-school class is linked with increases in 
later reading comprehension and appreciation of literature. 

Establishing the Culture of Reading among Children and Youth 
Establishing the culture of reading among children and youth, when started at an early stage, 

will improve the standards of education and gradually reduce literacy. It will encourage the rural 
populace, especially if libraries are fully established there, to access information and other reading 
materials (Lance, 2004). It will also enable communities to source, preserve and access a wide range 
of literature. It will enable the communities maximize the use of ICTs to improve their livelihood. 
One of the best ways a teacher can develop an interest in reading is to surround the child with 
attractive and interesting books (Orogun, 1999 citing Johnson, 1973). The books should be varied and 
conspicuously displayed at children's reading corners. 

Literature helps children to develop the ability to listen and re-tell stories, a mental readiness 
skill which is a prerequisite in mechanics of reading for pleasure and for study. Stories motivate 
learners to want to read to learn. Stories presented in interesting manner with relevant aids, 
demonstrations and dramatization encourage learners to read story books. This will be extended to 
reading for other purposes. Avid readers communicate clearly both orally and in writing. This positive 
habit, once laid, leads to a corresponding reading culture in later life. Learners will surely search for 
facts and ideas either for study, research or general information (Orogun, 1999). 

Although awareness of education's importance is growing, many still ignore the benefits of 
reading. Reading is not an automatic skill but rather something that needs to be learned properly for the 
desired outcome to be accomplished as being able to read is much easier than developing a love for 
reading. A study conducted by Murray (2001) indicates that there is a diminishing culture of reading 
and reading skills and aptitudes among a large number of people who concluded their basic education, 
whether at primary and secondary levels, or among university students in both developed and 
developing countries of the world, including Nigeria. Murray emphasizes in the same study that the 
reading literacy level of a country constitutes an important measure of the skills of that country to 
develop a competent labour force with which it can, in turn, acquire a competitive advantage in the 



global economy. This is not limited to economic benefits alone; it also involves far reaching political 
and social aspects as well. It is important therefore that parents and teachers instill the habit of reading in 
children at home and at school. Implanting a love for reading is difficult in adults but not so in children. 
In the developed parts of the world, parents begin to encourage their children between the ages of one 
(1) and six (6) to read. It is not wrong, therefore, if we borrow a leaf from them as a means of 
developing reading culture in our children. 

Bernard and Winn (2005) reveal that many people aged between 15 and 45 know the basics of 
reading and writing. However, only a small number have developed good reading habits (or reading 
culture). Another sad situation is that a good number of teachers cannot write well. Just as speaking is a 
skill fully dependent on listening, so too is reading a prerequisite for learning how to write. How much 
then can pupils and students expect to learn about reading if their teachers cannot write? All stakeholders 
(teachers, parents, the community and the government), therefore, must come together to help enhance 
reading culture among the citizenry, with the government leading the vanguard to ensure that a well 
educated generation emerges. 

In teaching children to read, the roles of teachers and parents should be synchronized. Parents 
can provide support and encouragement to their children from an early age. In addition, parents and 
teachers need to provide children with adequate reading activities and materials. All of these, 
however, sound easy for those with sufficient income, but this is not the case with low-income 
earners. 

Obstacles to Establishing a Reading Culture 
• Poverty has become an obstacle for the establishment of a reading culture due to the low 

purchasing power of many people.  Studies  have  shown  that children  of poor 
family 
background have little access to books at home and in school (Newman and Celano, 2001 as 
cited in Krashen, 2004). Many parents who were raised in a culture of reading and books  
cannot offer such opportunity to their children because they do not have the financial means 
and, in most cases, there are no public or school libraries. 

• In their study, Neuman and Celano (2001) indicate that illiteracy is one of the roots of  
poverty, and with a high percentage of poverty and unemployment, many are still struggling 
to provide the most basic needs for their families. 

• As Nayar (2006) rightly observe, in spite of the benefits one can reap from reading, allocating 
time to read is a major challenge to many people. 

• The whole world is destructed by the power of multimedia, including TV movies, computers,  
video games and the internet. Many people find it difficult to get sufficient time for reading 
unless they have already acquired the reading habit from childhood, but they have time for  
TV movies, video games, computers, and the internet. 

• Because of lack of exposure to good books, a large number of children are growing up 
without books or encouragement to read. 

• Most libraries do not carry much in the areas that are really of interest to children. 
• There is no regulatory body that monitors and sets standards for children's literature.  

It is important to implant a love of reading from childhood, regardless of our social status. We 
know that the more children read, the better their literary development. The child represents real 
potential for the country to catch the reading bug, but they need to be guided properly. As Barnard and 
Winn (2005) correctly observe, it is our duty, whether as parents, teachers or members of the 
community, to work hard toward establishing a reading culture. As the English say, you cannot make an 
omelette without breaking eggs. 
Recommendations 

The recommendations given below, if fully implemented, will increase reading achievements 
and promote a reading culture among children, the youth, parents and communities: 
• The importance of libraries in the attainment of a reading society and quality education cannot 

be overemphasized. Schools should be provided with well-stocked or portable libraries and 
minimum standards established. In collaboration with the Ministry of Education, criteria for 
book selection should be established, followed by an assessment to identify a list of books 
that meet these criteria. 

• As many schools do not have libraries, an initial donation of books should be given to those 
schools to start a library. 



• Government, in collaboration with donor agencies and Non-Governmental Organizations 
(NGOs) such as UNICEF, DFID, UNESCO, USAID, etc. should, as a matter of policy,  
establish libraries in all schools to improve reading skills and re-establish the culture of 
reading. 

• To further meet this objective, writers, publishers and publishing houses should also be 
encouraged to support the reading campaign through preferential rates for their books or 
through book donations to ensure that most primary and secondary schools in the country 
have sufficient books in their libraries. 

• Government, in collaboration with relevant ministries, parastatals, agencies, the private 
sector, and the media, should establish Reading Promotion Boards whose purposes would be 
to bring back the culture of reading through awareness and promotion activities and to 
encourage the role of the private sector and donors in buying books and promoting reading. 

• Reading corners should be set up in designated areas. The reading corners will promote 
reading to children by offering a variety of quality books for them to borrow, as well as 
organizing competitions and other events to promote reading. 

• Embracing a reading culture should go beyond rhetoric. Ujiie and Krashen (2002) suggest that 
affirmative   action   must   be   taken   which,   among   others,   the   encouragement   
of  the 
establishment   of   rural,   conventional   libraries,   implementation   of   functional   
literary 
programmes and, above all, provision of low-cost ICTs with an aim of contributing to high 
quality education, should be paramount. 

Conclusion 
Considering the vital role reading plays in the development of any country, the earlier the 

culture of reading is encouraged and imbibed in our children and youth the better it is for the whole 
country. Enhancing a reading culture should go beyond mere talk. Serious action must be taken where 
the provision of affordable books, reduction of poverty, establishment of reading promotion boards 
and the involvement of government and Non-Governmeptal organizations, among others, will go a 
long way in improving and sustaining a reading culture among children and youth in Nigeria. The 
recommendations given at the end of this paper will surely serve as a spring board to the perpetuation of 
a positive reading culture in the country. 
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