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Abstract 
Government policies are formulated based on perception of how to resolve 
the society's problems, social, economic, political, technological, cultural 
and educational. Such policies have effect on the members of the society 
and reflects on the different segments of the society and could usually 
mould the lifestyles of the masses to such extent that they may either 
develop or under develop the society. Political education socialises the 
members of the society and develops their morals to understand the 
problems of the society and be able to have input into the policy formulation of 
the society that they live in. This paper views the role of political 
education in the development and reconstruction of the citizens of the 
society most especially in a globaized world which demands much from 
each part of the world. 

Introduction 
In most developing countries like Nigeria, democratic ideals like political tolerance, periodic 

free and fair election, political participation, representative democracy, respect for fundamental 
human rights etc. are often not allowed to thrive. The widespread of autocratic military and civilian 
rules in Africa and Nigeria in particular coupled with the various transition and democratisation 
problems reveal the urgent need for the development and sustenance of institutional framework 
through which citizens can acquire democratic ideals in order to entrench and sustain part of the globe 
stands and work as a unit of a united world. Developments that are meaningful within the socio-
political system would not only aid the society but would most likely restructure the standard of that 
society in the community of nations both political and economically. 

Democratic ethos which implies that such characteristics, standards or values inherent in or 
guiding democratic activities should be developed which would invariably rub on all segments of the 
society, such characteristics like consensus, negotiation, persuasion, dialogue, tolerance of all sorts of 
opposition, voting on the basis of principles, ideology, party programmes and merit of candidates, 
allowing candidates to emerge on the basis of fair participation, avoiding inducing electorates with 
money, operating within the confines of the law and the constitution, all these and many others are 
some of the characteristics of a democratic society. To acquire such characteristics, a nation or any 
society for that matter needs political education which can only be acquired through a socialisation 
process that would permit all the different fibres of the society from the leadership to the followership, 
from the less privileged to the privileged, from the rich to the poor and most especially those that 
would eventually inherit the political structure of the nation. 

Political education is a veritable tool for heralding and sustaining democratic ethos in any society. One 
of the highest determinants of whether a particular population is able to play a positive or negative 
role in the political process at particular point in time is education (Babarinde and Ogunyemi, 1992). 
Political education creates awareness in the citizen and makes them to acquire democratic ideals that 
are relevant to the development of the society and they are equipped with the necessary tools with 
others of like minds to meaningfully sustain and develop the different institutions in the nation. The 
institutional frameworks of the nations namely, the political, social, educational, economic and other 
institution needs citizens that are educated to spin the wheel of the progress of the nation. The 
non-availability even though when they are educated but are apolitical makes them to fail to contribute 
to the political development of the nation, and this leads to the under-development of the nation, 
Political Socialisation 

Socialisation is the process whereby one internalises the norms, customs, mores of his social 
Milieu to such an extent that a distinct self emerges unique to this individual and at the same time able 
to relate adequately with his environment and the members of his environment. Socialisation is an act 
that goes on until the individual dies> the person continually finds himself or herself adjusting and 
socialising with members of his/her community and learning new things due to the dynamic nature of 
the culture which is both stable and yet changing (Johnson, 2000). Political culture of many nations 
reflects some common variations in the process through which the political system are infused into the 



minds of the members of the political system. This was aptly stated by Easton and Dennis (1969) as 
the developmental processes through which persons acquire political orientations and pattern of 
behaviour. Political socialisation begins as early as the person being socialised becomes conscious of 
the norms and mores of the society. Political socialisation has been found to be influenced by different 
agents ranging from the family, peer groups, school, community and mass media. 

The political socialisation of the individual aligns him within the global village is now made 
more complex and highly technological due to the press button world and all other facilities that 
technology has impose on man. 

Political socialisation is broadly the functions of citizenship training and recruitment into the 
political roles. All political cultures tend to perpetuate their cultures and structures. Mainly be the 
socializing influence of the primary and secondary structures through which the young pass, though 
the process continues through adult life. These structures include the family, the church, the school, 
the work group, voluntary associations, and media of communications, political parties and 
governmental institutions. 

Education in all its ramifications gives great inputs to the action or non-action of the 
individual and by implication to the general attitudes of the society. Education plays an immense role 
in the acquisition of intellectual and manipulative skills of both the individual and the society and 
opens more avenues for social reconstruction and development. Education brings about change and 
generates ideas which would aid development and social re-orientation both within the individual and 
the different groups in the social system. The level to which the different constituents of the social 
system are able to participate and take active part in the different national issues that affect the society 
would be greatly maintained and sustained on the educational levels attained by the individuals in the 
systems. Development is change oriented and changes continuously affect the social-cultural values of 
a people to a large extent. Education creates a new class which when sufficiently large and strong 
would establish its own values of justice, selection on merit, flexibility, empiricism and efficiency. 

Political Education As A Tool For Social-Reconstruction 
Political Education aims to transmit the values and norms of the society to the student in order 

for the student to be able to take active part in the roles to which he/she might be called upon to take 
in the society. In inculcating Political Education for the students the general values of the society are 
implanted into their consciousness so that it becomes internalized in them to the extent that they 
would be able to fall back on this in future. As aptly put by Mazrui (1978), the values to be inculcated in 
the students should be 'tolerance', 'toil' and 'team work'. Education enlightens the mind and 
broadens the outlook of its recipients, a condition which helps them to have a wide social horizon 
beyond the family immediate environment. It plays a vital role in social cohesion and the 
development of common culture, it brings out a fine tone which allows the individual to actively 
participate in the community while at the same time tolerating dissenting opinions. Education 
enlightens the mind and broadens the recipients' outlook and at the same time rubs on the other 
members of the community to such an extent that there would be a change within the community. It 
plays a vital role in social change and cohesion. 

By spreading literacy, the society is provided with a broader and brighter means of 
communication, because education directly and indirectly assists in national consciousness and 
thereby, sustains national development. It brings about radical changes in attitudes, motivation and 
incentives which in turn leads to technological changes, a product of invention and innovations. 

Education has the most added advantage and importance in that it leads to social 
reconstruction. Social reconstruction of the minds of the individual which would eventually rub on the 
society at large. 

The minds of the individuals within the society must first and foremost be oriented towards 
mine improvement of the society which would consequently have a multiplier effect on others in the 
society and thus lead to rapid changes in both the human and material development within the 
envirronment. 

The man must first be oriented towards social change before all other things within the 
envirronment can then be changed for better. The human person needs to constantly keep abreast of 
changes not only in his/her immediate environment but changes all over the world, and this becomes 
more imperative due to the technological changes and innovations which the hi-tech world has placed 
the world; aptly pointed out by Onibonoje (2003: 57) thus 

Globalization has come into the fore largely on account of past 
developments especially in technology. The most recent of these 



development is information technology which opens very, very widely, not 
only the bedrooms but also the minds of technology users regardless of 
territorial, political, economic and cultural borders and distance. 

With the rapid advancement of information technology which trans bound territories, nations 
and gives individuals access to information both vital and non-vital. It now abounds that political 
education should be adequately taught to the individuals so as to be politically conscious of not only 
their responsibilities to their nations but to the world community at large, 

Political education when taught would socialize the individual towards social, economic and 
political reconstruction of his/her environment thereby giving the individual opportunity to actively 
participate and conform with the norms of the society. Putting into mind that the world has an 
inter-connectively with each other and that anything learnt in one part of the globe has meaning with 
other parts of the globe. 

All over the world, the wind of change has embraced democratic principles which teaches 
such principles as political tolerance, patriotism, fairness, loyalty, obedience to the rules of the game, 
respect for human dignity and the opinion of others etc. all these democratic ideals can be acquired 
through political education, knowing fully well that the individual is expected to function in the 
society. 
In many countries all over the world, political education has been introduced as a partial solution for 
social problems and as a tool for national development ( Kissock, 1981). According to Falade (199:51): 

The search for the means of instilling good moral values, beliefs and norms 
in the citizen through the formal school system has lead to the introduction of 
various subjects into the school curriculum in various parts of the world. 
Some examples of these subjects are civics, social studies and citizenship 
education. 

The role of political education is not to make the individual become a politician but rather to 
make him/her conscious of his/her rights and at the same time contribute meaningfully towards the 
reconstruction and development of his/her society. 

A politically conscious individual would be an asset to the community to which he/she lives 
and would most likely be a good leader or follower in the society. 

Strategies For Implanting Democratic Ideals Through Political Education. 
Certain approaches are essential for the implantation of democratic ideals through political 

education. 
All teachers that teach societal values and norms should include in their syllabus both for the 

primary and junior secondary schools the teaching of democratic ideas which the students should 
develop to aid them to become useful citizens in the society and would banish deviant behaviours 
both immediately and in the future. Recent research suggests that the values and attitudes underlying 
political socialisation are formed fairly early in life. Social and political attitudes are determined far 
earlier in life particularly during the pre-school and elementary school age. When children are in the 
elementary and Junior High schools, they are still relatively flexible in their social and political 
outlook. This period is therefore extremely important for political socialisation and inculcation of 
democratic ideas. (Fenton, 1966; Jarolimek, 1971). 

Since the early years are the best period for the implantation of democratic ideals, the family 
has an important role to play because at this time the child spends most of his time at home. The 
integration of family life education into subjects with moral values such subjects which lays emphasis 
on family living, social values, customs and cultural values would be a right in the right direction. 

Children need to be taught that they themselves could be of immense assistance both for 
themselves and the society if they are good citizens and take up civic responsibilities in and around 
their communities. 

Moreover, the method used by the teacher to teach the children should be such that would 
endear democratic ideals to the children which are very paramount for them to be able to acquire the 
democratic traits and ideals. According to Babarinde and Ogunyemi (1992): 

There is need for certain techniques and methods which are capable of 
promoting democratic culture within the school system and ultimately 
among citizens. For example, a change of the traditional, autocratic teacher - 
student relationship to a democratic one in which the teacher takes his/her 
students as companions engaged in collective activities is needed. Thus, 
teacher dominated method like exposition. 



Ethics of self improvement should be encouraged in the primary and junior secondary school, such self 
improvement which can be achieved in such day — to - day activities in the school, for example, in 
their school work, their play activities and every discussion, they are enjoyed in. There should be self 
evaluation of their activities and they should be able to identify such improvement which they have 
had and which their mates have also had without feeling particularly bad about such. They should also 
be development of national integration that is in whatever activities they are involved in with their 
mates, they should be taught that such team mates demand loyalities from each member of the team and 
they should all strive to uplift the standard of such team or group. They must be instructed that such 
loyalty is also what the nation demands from them whenever they are called upon to do any activity 
which brings the integrity of the nation to question. They must also be made to be tolerant of other 
people's new points and lecture would have to give way to progressive ones like discussion, Socratic, 
brainstorming and values clarification. 

Also, the learners need those school experiences that familiarise them with the techniques of 
democratic procedures in the larger democratic society. 

Students should be exposed to such activities like debating much more than they are currently 
doing, because in having debates on various topics and issues and come to realise that for anytime they 
engage in any debating activities they do so to argue on issues at hand and not the personality of the 
person involved, the society needs to develop the culture of having to use our minds and the freedom 
of speech entrenched in the Nigerian constitution very effectively rather than using fist and cudgels to 
deal with each other. The place to begin such a crusade is the primary and junior secondary schools 
where the students are exposed to debating activities which will inculcate into them such values like 
tolerance of the other persons opinion and the development of oratory powers. 

Conclusion 
The Nigerian polity needs to be developed and every available opportunity must be taken for a 

reconstruction of the minds of the individual with the social environment. Political Education when 
properly taught to the students would make them to develop democratic ideals which are tools that are 
needed with the democratic society all over the world. The Nigerian students must be trained not only to 
live and work in Nigeria but to be able to meet the challenges of the outside world and join in the global 
transformation which the information technology has exposed the whole world. 

Nigeria needs the social, political and economic reconstruction to be part of the global village. 
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