
WOMEN EDUCATION FOR A SUSTAINABLE DEMOCRACY AND POLITICAL STABILITY 

Mrs Medinat Onekata 

ABSTRACT: 
This paper highlights the contributions of women to national development and 
particularly stresses the role women have played in the political affairs of the 
country. It discusses the value of women education in the political development 
of the country and makes suggestion that could help to sustain democracy and 
political stability of the nation. 

INTRODUCTION 
The value of education in the development of any nation can never be over emphasised. The National 

policy on Education (1981) states that education helps the individual to develop his whole being to enable him 
function in any environment in which he finds himself. Education has been a major instrument for achieving 
the goals of unity, Political stability and equality of opportunity and for circumventing situations 
which may give rise to conflict (Thompson 1983). 

In agreement with this assertion, Devey in Gambo (1997) confirms that education brings a change not 
only in the amount of knowledge gained but also in the ability to think and acquire habits, skill, interest, and 
attitudes characteristic of a person who is socially accepted, personally adjusted and responsible. 

The value of education is further stressed by Hanson (1964) when he quotes 
Joseph Addsion as saying:Education is a companion -which no misfortune can 
depress, no crime can destroy no enemy can alienate, no despotism can enslave. 
At home a friend, abroad an introduction, in solitude a solace and in society an 
ornament. It chastenes vice, it guides virtue, it gives, at once, grace and 
government to genius. Without it what is men? A splendid slave, a reasoning 
savage (Hanson 1964 : 19). 

The quotation above explicitly reveals that with education man is a complete human being who acquires the 
civilization of the past, present and the future. For the role education plays in the development of any nation, it 
is universally listed among human right as it is a necessity for the full development of human personality and 
as an instrument for national development. 

In the light of the above, Thompson (1983) urges that a nation should seek political stability and social 
justice by extending educational opportunities so that all members of the society have equal opportunity to 
compete for the limited number of positions of privilege. This paper, therefore advocates that the women folk 
of the Nigerian society should be given ample educational opportunity to fully develop themselves in order to 
be effective in their effort to contribute to the economic, social and political development of the nation. 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF WOMEN NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Women are becoming more actively involved in national development just as their awareness of the 

value of education gets higher. Apart from their traditional role of being home makers, they are now been 
found in all spheres of societal activities in an attempt to develop the nation. Even professions that were 
exclusively said to be for men are now heavily penetrated by women. Their political awareness has also 
improved of recent. It is expected that women's 
empowerment and their full participation on the basis of equality in all the spheres of the society will enhance 
national development. It is belief of this writer that if women are given more educational opportunity they will 
be more capable of fulfilling this expectation since education is regarded as an instrument for change. This is 
to say that women's social development economic independence and political awareness becomes a reality if 
higher enrolment of women in educational institutions is achieved. In line with.this, Kaka (1997) urged that 
all categories of women should have the opportunity to educate themselves to raise their literacy level, she 
stressed further that women education should be 



vigorously pursued in the next millennium so that illiteracy will be minimized and more women will be 
enlightened with the ultimate aim of raising their political consciousness and enhancing better family life. 

Women have made outstanding contributions, even though unrecognised, to national development. 
Kalima (1992) has particularly observed women to be better fighters than men of the day -to -day poverty that 
faces them. They exercise incredible ingenuity in making ends meet. According to her, it is very common for 
men to remain unemployed for long periods of time when no 'job' can be found. Women, on the other hand, 
combine many means simultaneously to bring money in for the family. They endow the society with their 
labour, providing cheap services and traditional skills, wherever they are given opportunity women 
contribute modernized ideas and skills as well. They request very little in exchange for their labour. With this, 
they help as much as possible to minimize the consumption of the nation's scarce resources compared with 
what they produce. 

Women have been noted for their ability to combine domestic work with income earning activities and 
to shift occupational skills as the season or market demands. Kalima (1992) confirms that many women now 
have working models and the leadership ability to participate in policy planning to ensure that their priorities will 
not be side lined. She observed that women have developed the understanding to sit at those tables to put 
forward the needs of their occupations, the families and their communities. 

Despite the outstanding contributions women have made towards national development they are not 
recognised. I werieba (1992) also expressed his disappointment when he lamented that women's contributions 
in the various spheres of the national development remain ignored, under valued and unrecorded. 

NIGERIAN WOMEN AND POLITICS 
Nigerian women are relegated to the sphere of domestic tasks and private life and men alone are found 

fit and considered equal to the task of shouldering the burden of political affairs. Women have suffered this 
relegation as a result of the imposition of the colonial system in Nigeria. According to Lebeuf (1991), this 
anti- feminist attitude has prevented political equality between men and women from being established in 
Nigeria. Many women in Nigeria have participated and contributed to the democratization process of the 
country. Phillip (1995) contends that women's struggle for democratization has two aims. The struggle for 
their voices to be heard and the struggle for power. In the realization of these aims, there is the need for 
women to participate fully in political processes so as to have equal share of power in national development. 

As observed by Kaka (1997), women have untapped potentialities especially in politics and it is just 
that circumstances never encourage their use. President Oluseuen Obasanjo made a similar observation when 
he enjoined the Nigerian women to borrow a leaf from the courageous giant political striders of the first female 
Benue State Speaker of the house, Margaret Icheen during a visit by the state law- makers in Abuja. 
Unfortunately, for cultural and economic reason most women in Nigeria lack motivation and the will - power to 
develop their talents in political affairs (Kaka, 1997). 

Before the colonial rule in Nigeria women had actively taken the lead in political affairs of the 
country. They initiated policies and implemented them. For instance, in the Niger and Chad region as well as 
in the Hausa territory, women founded cities, led migrations and conquered kingdoms. Worthy of mention are 
Queen Amina of Zauzzau who became so famous through her wide spread conquests; Bazao - Turunku who 
led a group of warriors and established in a town south of Zaria. The Queen of Daura, Moremi of Ife, Madam 
Eftinporoye OsunTinubu of Badagry, Madam Udoma of Aba, Emotan of Benin to mention just a few. 

After the colonial rule women like Mrs. Ransome Kuti, Chief (Mrs.) Margaret Ekpo, Gambo Sawaba, 
Dr. (Mrs.) Babatope, Mrs. Sara Jibril, Mrs. Florence Ita- Giwa have promoted the image of women in politics: 
Since women are more politically conscious and have recognised their role in the political development of the 
nation, they should be aided to be more effective in playing their role by giving them educational opportunities 
more especially as it has been a common saying that "when you educate a man, you educate a person but when 
you educate a women you educate a nation." This invariably means that the role of women in political 
development of the nation is indispensable. 

 WOMEN EDUCATION FOR POLITICAL STABILITY 
The Nigerian women are mostly illiterates with regard to their political rights and responsibilities. Women 



have not fully gained political consciousness in Nigeria. As Okotete and Yusuf (1997) observed, most Nigerian 
women are unable to read political manifestos or even understand party slogans and they find it difficult to make 
their choice among political contestants. 

To change the present predicament of the Nigerian women, they need to be given political education to 
raise their political awareness. It is very important for any nation to advance not only in economic productivity but 
also the development of the political skills and knowledge of the citizens. 

Education has been noted as a strong means of developing an individual and the nation in general. Apart 
from raising their status in the society, women education afford them the awareness of their rights and 
responsibilities. Developing the national manpower for economic reason also can not constitute the ultimate 
purpose of education in a democratic society like Nigeria. In the light of this Hanson (1964) argues that if intelligent 
decisions are to be made and if the population is to be able to register its judgement effectively all the citizens must 
be educated irrespective of the gender. For any nation to be proud of its human resources it must have achieved the 
goal of unity in its educational system. According to him a democratic society is more easily built by the 
inculcation of the idea of oneness into the mind of its citizens. He confirms that this is the only way by which a 
democratic society can sustain democracy. 

Political education is a necessity for the entire nation and most especially for the women folk who have 
always been taken for people with low intelligence quotient. Okotete and Yusuf (1997) in agreement with this idea, 
suggest that political education can be more effectively provided through the use of multi- mass media which 
entails the use of a combination of radio, television, news papers, rallies, campaigns, posters and hand bills. If 
democracy is to be sustained women have to be developed and carried along side with men and be provided with 
educational opportunities to prepare them for gainful employment as well (Abenga 1994). 

For effective political education more emphasis should be laid on social sciences in the school 
curriculum. People must be taught to be aware of their rights of freedom as well as the responsibilities of freedom. 
This aspect of the curriculum must develop the individuals' confidence in their ability to influence government by 
established democratic means and make them more alert to the problems facing the nation. This kind of education 
will adequately prepare women to face realities. They will also learn to develop a new spirit of civic morality and 
responsibility. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Considering the indispensable role of women in the political development of the nation the 

following recommendations are made: 
1. Female students should be encouraged to study political science for full realization of their 

political 
consciousness. 

2. The Federal government should make provision for a special loan scheme through the Ministry 
of 
Women Affairs to assist interested female contestants for political posts as a way of 
encouraging 
women's active participation in politics. 

3. The Nigerian men should not view the agitation for women empowerment of any sort as a threat 
to 
their position. Rather, they should see it merely as a result of advancement. Therefore, they 
should 
give their maximum support and encouragement to their women to effectively contribute 
to 
national development. 

4. There should be unity and cooperation among the women themselves in order to achieve 
their 
common goal for, there is strength in unity. 

 



CONCLUSION 
Women education is an investment in the present Nigerian society and not a waste like the old belief. 

Therefore, women should be given educational opportunity to equip them better in satisfying their quest for 
political empow- 
erment.   They should be given equal opportunity to participate actively in the political affairs of the country.   
To effectively play their role in sustaining democracy, political education is necessary. 
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