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Every nation is working assiduously searching for better ways of improving in their existing educational 
system. In achieving this good desire and innovation, Nigeria has reviewed her educational system from 
6-5-4 through 6-3-3-4 to 9-3-4 tagged Universal Basic Education at the foundational level. Despite (he 
reviewed, over 70% of school age population are out of school system while (he large army of the youths arc 
jobless. This, however, is a pointer that much is needed in improving our educational standard. Based on 
[his, the goal of making education available to all citizens has been modified from ability to read and 
write only to functional literacy. It is on (his account that this paper is aimed at examining how the 
concept of functional Social Studies education and national productivity could assist to sustainable 
development in Nigeria. 

Introduction 
Education is the engine that drives a nation's development. This explains the incontrovertible position of experts that no 

nation can grow beyond the level of education of her citizenry. The story of education sector in Nigeria since independence, 
unfortunately has been that of neglect, ignorance and apathy (Olugbile, 2008). Also, UNICEF (2007) reported that Nigeria has 
one of the largest illiterate population in the world, with more than 57 million estimated as non-literate. The ridiculous data 
revealed the inability of Nigeria leaders to meet many of its educational and developmental targets. 

In an attempt to improve in the nation's educational system which is characterized with high level of unemployment 
among other indicies of national development; Nigeria has reviewed her educational system from 6-5-4 through 6-3-3-4 to 
9-3-4. This is because her educational practices have not been able to assist her people to contribute adequately towards her 
development (Ogunkunle, 2008). In agreement with this, (Olowo and Olorunmota, 2007) acknowledged that over 70% of 
school age population out of school system while the large army of the youths are jobless. 

This however is a pointer that much is needed in improving our educational standard. For vision 2010 vis-a-vis 
education for All (EFA) by the year 2000 which had mass literacy as one of its components not to elude the nation, Nigeria 
education has been modified from ability to read and write only to functional literacy. It is on this account that this paper is 
aimed at examining how the concept of functional Social Studies education and national productivity could assist to sustainable 
development in Nigeria. 

Functional Basic Social Studies Education in Nigeria 
Basic education is the education given to children within the ages of 3 to 14/15 years. This implies that the child will 

spent 6 years in primary education and 3 years in junior secondary education which is compulsory and free (FRN 2004:13). 
Adelore, Okediran and Augustus (2005) further submit that basic education is compulsory education for the child which is 
supposed to be a pre-requisite to social, economic and political advancement of a people worldwide. It is the pillar on which all 
other levels of education (senior secondary and tertiary) are built. It is also known as fundamental education (Ogunkunle, 2008). 
Basic education includes adult and non-formal education programmes at primary and junior secondary education levels for the 
adults and out-of-school youth (NPE, 2004:13). 

For Basic Education to be functional according to Durosaro (2008), it must not only give cognitive and affective 
development but it must also make the citizens acquire some basic skills. He equally added that, a functional education must give 
people a vocation instead of creating a pool of 
job seekers; it must be able to develop a pool of job creators who could even be self-employing. In order to comply with the rapid 
changing roles of education and agitation to produce functional and effective citizens in ever dynamic society, Nigeria has 
reviewed her educational system. The primary and Junior Secondary curricula are being reviewed to re-focus the system to 
functional by the introduction of local craft, primary sciences and Social Studies at primary schools and basic science, basic 
technology and wood work at the junior secondary schools. 

Functional Basic Social Studies education is a discipline that takes its root primary from but not limited to, subjects of 
Social Sciences (Akinola, 2008). Essentially, it reasonably and systematically drawn on relevant concepts from these 
disciplines to address socially related issues and themes. It is more adequate not only in helping the youth to understand the 
Nigerian society, peoples and their problems, but also in equipping them with the knowledge, understanding and competencies 
to assist in improving the society (Olowo, 2008). Social Studies education in Nigeria has been structured and taught to provide 
learners with the relevant knowledge, skills, attitudes and values that would enable them to become functional citizens capable of 
addressing the problems and issues of their society. The integrated nature of Social Studies education makes it possible for 
emerging national and global issues, cutting across a number of discipline, to be incorporated into it as recent curriculum revision 
exercises have demonstrated. 



Education and National Development 
Education can be said to be the whole process of the development of an independent and integrated personality. It entails training 
and acquisition of special skills, knowledge, attitudes and values needed by an individual to be responsible and which would 
give room to contribute his own quota, to the growth of the society of which he is a member (Adeyinka and Adetoro, 1992). 
Education brings about the development of individual into useful and effective citizens. 

Development in this case does not only means physical development that we can always see, but it also includes 
intellectual and emotional development that only manifest themselves in the behaviour and mental activities of the individual. 

Oyekan, (1999) described education as a systematic action of impacting relevant knowledge, habits and skills to the 
learners in their preparation for meaningful life and contribution to better society. It is delivered through exposure to a number 
of academic discipline, industrial experiences and orientation to all aspects of life. For any nation to survive, there must be a 
steady educational system. Nigeria will hopefully make it in the field of education because the wealth of a nation indeed depends 
on its number of literates. Education being acknowledged by the federal government as stipulated in the National Policy on 
Education (1988) that "education in Nigeria an instrument par excellence for effective national development". To this end, 
education is universally accepted as a form of investment in human resources, which yield multiple benefits and contribute 
immensely to the nation's future wealth through sustainable development and environment. 

Engendering National Productivity through Functional Basic Social Studies Education 
Nigeria as a nation ranks among the developing nations despite her human and economic resources, owing to the fact 

that there is problem in her level of productivity. Going by this, there is the need to overhaul our educational system in order to 
improve the national productivity. In the words of Myint (2008), lack of education and skills among the population is a crucial 
factor in under development as education and skills are required to raise the productivity of the people in the developing 
countries by improving their skills, enterprise, initiative, adaptability and attitudes. 

Adeniyi (2008) opines that productivity is crucial and strategic to the socio-economic development of any nation, for its 
enables society to generate value-added services through maximum and judicious utilization of available resources. In achieving 
this, a comprehensive education that will impart and impact the right attitudes, skills and knowledge as well as stir up the 
productive potentials of the citizenry, is urgently anticipated at this crucial time. Hence, the point of emphasis is simply 
that national productivity through functional basic Social Studies education is not attained by chance or over-night. It takes 
conscious development of our children and youths basic education. 

Nigeria is desirous of development in order to attain goal of building a united, strong and self-reliant nation. Nigerian 
according to Ogunkunle (2008) believe in the capability of functional education to promote a progressive and united nation. It, 
however, needs to be noted that national productivity via functional education is not inborn rather it is a developed quality. In 
essence, it takes training and acquisition of essential skills and experience for it to be developed. Social Studies educations by 
scope and nature is well disposed to defender this process. This is in agreement with Nebraska Social Studies mission statement 
(1995): 

The mission of the Social Studies is to develop capable citizens who are empowered with knowledge, skills, and attitudes enabling them to make 
informed densions in a culturally diverse and interdependent world. 

In addition, it equips the youths and other learners with skills that will make them engage in proper interpretation of their 
environment and serves to assist them to responsibly adopt to the environment or alter the same as situation may demand 
(Akinola, 2008). Social Studies education frees learners from the possible imprisonment of the environment and takes the learners 
the masters of complexities that the environment is prone to. 

Specifically, Social Studies develops learners the following: 
1) Intellectual skills: This ability to grasp new information and engage in critical reasoning. 
2) Personal Life Skills: The learners are made to develop positive attitudes and behaviours, and gain 

emotional stability. 
3) Social Skills: The learners are developed in the areas of inter-personal relationship with respect to 

comradeship, friendship, cooperation, leadership and followership. 
4) Entrepreneurial Skill: Learners are exposed to information that could assist them in pursuit of  

career in life. 

The above reveal the fact that Social Studies education is given to total development of learners. When this is allowed to be in 
place, learners would have been sufficiently prepared to take their places in the society and at the same time act responsibly in such 
positions. 



Conclusion 
For Nigeria as a developing nation to transit backward economics, a comprehensive functional education that will 

impart and impact the right knowledge, skills and attitudes as well as stir up the productive potentials of the citizenry, functional 
Social Studies education is the answer. The paper under scores the reality of functional education offer by Social Studies as a 
problem solving discipline as very crucial to realizing national productivity. This is on the account that Social Studies offers 
education that provide young learners with the relevant skills, attitudes and values that capable of addressing the problems and 
issues of their country. 

Recommendations 
For Nigeria as a nation to be able to meet up with other developed countries her political stability, sustainable 

development social and economic transformation and technological advancement has become inescapably imperative. This, 
however, cannot be achieved without functional basic Social Studies education. 

It is on this account that the paper recommends that Social Studies education should not be terminated at the junior 
secondary school level. It should be rather be extended to all learners at every level of our educational systems so that the youths 
will be able to exhibit and discharge their skills, right attitudes and knowledge that will stir up the nation's productivity. 

 
Also, the Federal Government through the ministry of education in conjunction with other 

agencies should endeavour to make Social Studies education a compulsory general elective course for all 
learners in all our higher institutions of learning. 

Re-structuring of Social Studies curriculum to strengthen and equipped the teaching and 
learning social responsibilities of the youth towards their communities, individuals and corporate 
existence of their beloved country Nigeria. This can be achieve through training and re-training of 
Nigerian teachers on the skillful use of suitable strategies that will enhance the effective functional 
qualitative education for national productivity. 
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IGNORANCE, IMPLICATIONS FOR THE CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY 

 
J. O. Ireyefoju (Ph.O) 

Abstract 
Ignorance is multidimensional, polysemies and indoctrinating depending on 
the level of menial regimentation. Conservatism occasioned by undue 
loyalty can be a factor contributing to ignorance. Religion and morality meet 
but do not overlap in some ways. Morality is an aspect of religion and not 
the other way round. For instance, chastity before marriage and fidelity after 
marriage is not a moral statement because sexual relationships devoid of the 
knowledge of its effects on man is dangerous. The average life's span in 
Nigeria in 2004 was 56.4 years. It is therefore necessary to be careful, 
discrete and consistent to reduce the level of ignorance. 

Introduction 
Ignorance is multidimensional. Some aspects could be rigid, conservative and of egocentric. 

Secondly, it could be inadequate knowledge; thirdly, total adherence to a course of action that is not 
rationlizable; fourthly, to meet social needs of a given society and finally undue anxiety coupled with 
emotions. Precisely ignorance is looking at one side of an issue or situation without regard for others. 
Undue self esteem and maintaining ones ego at the expense of others. • 

It is very difficult to exhaust all aspects of ignorance in a write-up of this nature. References 
and examples shall be made to buttress some of the contentions. 

V 

Anxiety and Emotion 
Intelligence is a natural endowment measurable by environment and genetic traits. Mother 

contributes over 70 percent of the intelligence of children. But environment and level of exposure 
determine the measure of ignorance. It is said by a character in "Othello" by Shakespeare (1604) "full 
many a flower of purest ray serence, the dark unfathomed cave of ocean beared. Full many a flower is 
born to blush unseen and waste its sweetness in the desert air". Knowledge determined by language 
(s) and its level of vocabulary constitutes in most cases the emotional level of people in a given 
locality. 

The recent oil and Christian vogue with its over generalized moral principles based on the sub 
mental attitude of Sanger and Malthus (Golden 1981) need to be properly addressed. 

Oil wealth, for example, in Niger Delta has created a lot of anxiety and emotional behaviours 
among the people. The mental level of our people lacks utilizable ability of the wealth. Some acquired 
much for the development of man. Niger Delta, the chief producer of the oil has not enough to glory 
of because of emotional attitudes of the people. If wealth is based on extrinsic value and morality of 
duty, anxiety and emotions are noticed everywhere. People sound ostentatious without commensurate 



intrinsic value attached thus anxiety and emotion remains at the bottom line. 

For instance, polygamy is much more pronounced in the aquatic areas of the Niger Delta. It is 
where women are still part of men's physical assets. In some areas, adultery and payment of damages 
are pride. Ignorance does not allow them realize that excessive sexual relationships reduce the life 
span of a man. The poor environment, poor feeding; much alcoholic drinks and indiscriminate dating, 
the assumed medium of relaxation are very inimical to human life. How many Nigerians know the 
quantity of protein required a day? How many take in enough daily? 

A careful study of Warri crises and Christianity in the Niger Delta showed the level of 
sincerity and truth among Niger Deltans. (I Corinthians 5:6-8). Words like marginalization, customary 
tenants, over lordship, royalties, OIu of Warri, resource control, derivation and arbitrary possessions 
contrary to legal verdicts abound without considering the temporary nature of the insurrection. 

 

 



 

 


