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Abstract

The work examined administration of entrepreneyrdifiélong education for

early childhood education in Rivers State. In hwith the purpose of the study,
three research questions and one hypothesis wangrdio guide the study. All
the major variables were reviewed and Froebel (38#feory on child

development provided the basis for the theoretitamework. The study
adopted a descriptive research design and a pojmmadf all the private

schools and teachers were drawn using the strdtiféisproportionate

sampling techniques considering three sensatiomalez of Rivers West,
Rivers East, and Rivers South-East. A single quasdiire with 15 items titled:

Administration of Entrepreneurship Lifelong Educatifor Early Childhood

Education Questionnaire (AELEECEQ) was used fomadaillection and it

had a reliability coefficient of 0.76 using Cronlte&lpha. This instrument was
structured using modified Likert rating scale. Meand rank order scores
were used to answer the three research questionke &hest was used to
analyze the hypothesis, some of the findings shdhatdentrepreneurship
education can help the child make meaningful imjpratihe society. The study
concluded that adoption of entrepreneurship eahijdhood education should
begin from the child’'s home. Recommendations whtes:tit should be

implemented in the curriculum for early childhoaate and made compulsory,
that teachers’ should pay keen attention to thé&dharea of interest and help
the child develop it etc.

Keywor ds: Administration, Entrepreneurship, Early Childhoal &ducation.
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Entrepreneurship education is a type of educatioere/creative and innovative
discoveries are made. It isa form of educations tiiies to revitalizing the God given
potential in humans as well as helps them make mgfuh impact on earth and to
humans. Entrepreneurial education is an aspecit&meneurship but by way of
transferring and the discovering of innate giftatrEpreneurship according to Oxford
Advanced Learners dictionary is defined as theoacience of innovation and risk-
taking for profit business. As such, every risketai any profitable business venture is
referred to as an entrepreneur. Entrepreneurigdsawn is having the spirit, attitude or
gualities of an entrepreneur and by extension bentprprising. Entrepreneurship
education in Nigeria amongst others things aimgratviding students in tertiary
institutions the knowledge, skills and motivatieneincourage entrepreneurial success in
variety of ventures (Sunday, 2012).

Globally, entrepreneurship has attracted so mudbntains, credits, and
acceptance. This is so because of the viable apptes it has afforded thriving
economies. The European nations and their succemy $ave it clinch on
entrepreneurship. This is why lkeme & Onu(2007)itedsthat entrepreneurship has
been simply captured as the use of human couragjekdnvestment opportunities and
establish a profit-existed enterprise. Entreprestaprforms an integral part of human
and her existence on the planet. It is one reliablgure that ensures that existence is
continuous. Nigeria today and her too many econaailenges can be traced to have
neglected the important role entrepreneurship piaythe area of exchange of goods
and services. Their import as against export s tike journey of two travellers where
one goes by air and the other by road and expéatget to their destination at the same
time. The Nigeria scenario is so pathetic and sdubthat even a mere mention of the
word entrepreneurship sparks anger and hatredefiistieurs have lost every sense of
support and relevance in Nigeria that is why thenemy fluctuates at every point in
time.

China and some other Asian countries as well asEtivepean countries are
typical examples of the too many developmentalepméneurship and entrepreneurs
have brought to these countries such as vibramtogoir development. They have over
time become economies to learn from because they gatrepreneurship a chance to
thrive that is why Lekoko, Rankhumuse andRas (204jinted out that
entrepreneurship arises as a need to solve sesiss such as unemployment through
creating jobs has become obvious, especially ineldping countries. The
unemployment situation in Nigeria can be equatedctoial population of the country
because entrepreneurship has not been given aechris has become a major issue of
concern from one government to another. Everyorsves for a white collar job
because of the harsh economic policies put in plaoan be said that even the interest
and zeal of going into entrepreneurship suddenty aff because of the policies on
grounds. All grounds are fertile it is just diffaee in policies that makes it look as
though some are more fertile than the other.jlissa game of making policies that will
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stimulate economic development and spur entreprerieube on their toes, hence the
need for entrepreneurial education.

Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework used for this study wasebel (1840) theory on
child development. They theory centered its emshasi kindergarten (infant garden)
for the play and activity institute that was foeddin 1837 with its emphasis on play as
well as featuring games songs, stripes, an arts caafis to stimulate the child’'s
imagination and develop physical and motor skifist him, two purposes of education
is to encourage and guide man as a conscious,infimakd perceiving being in a way
that becomes a pure and perfect representatidredlivine inner law, through his own
personal choice that education must show him thenimg of attaining that goal. Frobel
believed that humans are productive and creative faiffillment comes through
developing harmony with God and the world. The easih of early years setting was
on practical work and the direct use of material®ugh exploring the environment.
The child’s understanding of the world unfolds Frelebelieved in the importance of
play in child’'s learning as a creative activity.

Concepts
Administration

The word administration can be said to have broagav, it is said to be the
totality of all that go on in any formal organizati To Nwankwo (1987. p.7) in
Peretomode (2014) administration is the carefulgrstiematic arrangements and use of
resources (human, material and financial), sitmaticand opportunities for the
achievement of specific objectives of a given orggtion.

Entrepreneurship
This discourse has attracted so much debates dingtides at the international

community as it seems to be one of the last catdsob world economic crunch.
Entrepreneurship is the ability to see opportusitend goal not minding the risks
involved. The International Labour Organization QL 1977) in General Studies
handbook (GES, 2011) defined it as the bold stdpsntrepreneurs who are first
rumors, as people who have the ability to see amduate business opportunity; to
gather the necessary resources, to take advantapero, and to initiate appropriate
actions to ensure success. Such people are fourthvwe possessed the following
characteristics; self-confidence, task-result-dednrisk-takers, leadership, originality
and future-oriented.

Entrepreneurial Education in Early Childhood Care
Every child brought into the earth has creativditeds in him or her. No child
comes empty even though philosophy and philosogadsthat the mind of a child is a
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tablerraser. This may be correct at their eartitsges of life because they experience so
much pampering from parental guide to enable themw gohysically, whereby in the
stages of five years and above, their bones beabrorger with some innate gifts in
them. The only challenge therefore is to identifgde gifts and help turn build on it.
Entrepreneurial education has both formal and m&drphases. The formal phase of
identification is such done by teachers in the sthehile the informal phase can take
place at home or at any other social function ehg@ng. Children at their early stages
of education display all manner of qualities, diafi, innovations and creativity through
play. That is why Idada, Okosun, Anolu, Atagana Aivdansedo (2011) in Ediagbonya
(2013) contributed by saying that entrepreneurdalcation is the kind of education
given to people with a view to developing entrepraship qualities properly followed
up with support services for smooth take off andcsssful running of business. For
them beyond having entrepreneurial abilities, alled playing ground should be in
place for a smooth take off where entrepreneursneti deter in employing all available
resources for it to thrive. llliniois Institute &htrepreneurship Education in Kyle (2007.
p.32) posited that entrepreneurship education weated to foster the growth and
development of entrepreneurship education in thiges

The major intent was to address the issue of dibrifhereby preparing
environmental education facilitators and teachergrioviding quality and quantity
entrepreneurial education programmes, well improwestiuction material as well as
gualified personnel’s to serve as leaders in ttas fidure and consultant in the field of
entrepreneurship for smooth take off in order tetdo economic development and
growth. Adenike (2016) noted that in year 2006 tiia¢ Nigerian government
introduced the Entrepreneurship Education (EED)mtsepreneurship studies to be
integrated in the universities curriculum as a colsgry course for students not
minding their area of discipline. This was indeedielcomed development but then it
was way too late because majority of the studeny have gotten their minds on
ultimately getting a white collar job as the onlawof getting out of poverty and at
least living like an average Nigerian. The focusveeer, has been on those in the
higher institutions and my questions is, “Do Nigediscover talents and gifting when
one is aged and possibly getting prepared to maetaocestors or it should be
discovered when a child is at its prime and shbelthelped to harness and nurture it for
optimal productivity? Again Matlay (2006) in a débasked whether entrepreneurs are
born or made and to issues surrounding entreprehigueducation and its impact upon
entrepreneurial activities. This question by Matteynains a very big issue to ponder
about. If submission is being made that they area bhad not made then, the discovery
should begin from the infant stage of a child. Aodher, if submission is also made
that they are made, also they can be groomed fnein infant stage. Tarrant (1964) in
Ediagbonya (2013) defined education as the progeksarning to live as a useful and
acceptable member of the society. Entrepreneuwtiataion at the early stages prepares
a child with the rudiments through entrepreneuedlication to be useful, accepted,

International Journal of Academia, Volume 4 No.1, August, 2017 4



Administration of Entrepreneurship Lifelong Educatifor Early Childhood Education in Rivers
State -Joy Chimajulam Nzokurum, Ph.D and Uzochukwu Williamson Orji

contributive, and impactful and being fully acceptén the society. The role
entrepreneurial education plays can never be oygrasized because of its strength in
taking on important societal challenges, therefursitioning entrepreneurial education
as a means to empowering people and organizatiorette social value for the public
good (Rae, 2010) and (Volkmann, et al., 2009, Austial., 2006).

The Problem

Entrepreneurship remains a language of thé 2éntury and trendy if
development must have it way. The dwindling naturethe economy calls for
entrepreneurial education at the early stages fef INo nation grows beyond
development as it remains trans-generational. grareeurship has suffered neglect
because its benefits were not clearly understoodhbypresent leadership. Lack of
proper information on the benefits of entreprenaiprsemains a major debate which
somewhat has been swept under the carpet andattiiays as though entrepreneurship
is meant only for the developed nations. Entrepresigp is now like every other issue
in major media interviews, gatherings, conventiam)ferences, workshop etc yet its
impact is yet to be felt in Nigeria.

Pur pose of the Study

The purpose of this study was to investigate:

1. How regularly entrepreneurship education is beaghtat the early childhood
level of education in Rivers state.

2. The importance of entrepreneurial education atehaey childhood level of
education in Rivers state.

3. The study also sought to find out the impact ofepreneurial education on
early childhood education in Rivers state.

Research Questions

1. How regularly is entrepreneurship education haugt the early childhood
education in Rivers State?

2. What is the importance of entrepreneurship dilutat the early childhood
education in River State?

3. What is impact of entrepreneurship educatiothatearly childhood education
in Rivers State?

Resear ch Hypothesis

This research hypothesis was tested at 0.05 adpleh df significance which guided the
study.

1. There is no significant difference between mailel female perception of
entrepreneurship education at the early childhahadation in Rivers State.
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M ethodol ogy

The research design adopted for this study wagigése survey method, the
population of this study consisted of all earlyldhood centres in Rivers State situated
in the public primary schools. A total of 150 sclsowere samples of the study and this
arrived at using stratified disproportionate randsampling technique as 50 schools
each were selected from three senatorial zonesivarf West, Rivers East, Rivers
South East and their head teachers served as tegpgen where 93 where females
while 57 were males. A single instrument titled: didistration of Entrepreneurship
Lifelong Education for Early Childhood Education €3tionnaire (AELEECEQ) was
used for data collection. This AELEECEQ had a tofall5 items and was patterned
using the modified Likert four points rating scaled it had a reliability coefficient of
0.76 using Cronbach Apha. All points were summed divided by two to get the
criterion mean of 2.50 for scoring the questiormaiMean and rank order score were
used to answer the three research questions wielet zvas used to analyzed the single
hypothesis at 0.05alpha level of significance.

Research Question One

How regularly is entrepreneurship education taugththe early childhood care of
education in your school? The data for answeriegrésearch question were presented
in table 1.

Table 1: Weighted Mean and Rank Order Scores of Male and Female Head
Teachers on How Regularly is Entrepreneurship Education Taught at the Early
Childhood Care of Education in Rivers State?

SINo How regularly is entrepreneurship Male Female Mean Rank Decision
education taught at the early childhoodeachers teachers set
education in your school? =57 =93 Y

X_ 1 YZ 1/2

1 Entrepreneurship education is regularly 2.92 2.82 2.87 ul Disagreed
taught in early childhood care
2 Entrepreneurship education is only taught 2.35 2.22 2.28 k] Agreed
termly in early childhood education
3 Entrepreneurship education is quarterly 2.55 2.60 2.57 "3 Disagreed
taught in early childhood education
4 Entrepreneurship education is 2.68 2.78 2.73 s Agreed
occasionally taught in early childhood
education
5 Entrepreneurship education is taught 2.33 2.22 2.27 k! Disagreed
when necessary at early childhood
education
12.83 12.64 12.72
2.56 252 254
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The table shows that items 1, 3 & 5 had mean salvese the criterion mean of 2.50
and thus, were disagreed to the question on houwaryg entrepreneurship education is
taught at the early childhood education. Converstyns 2 & 4 had mean scores below
the criterion mean and were thus agreed to the tigneson how regularly
entrepreneurship education is taught at the edildhwod care of education. With an
aggregated mean of 2.54, it is obvious that thesel keachers disagreed to the question
that entrepreneurship education is taught regukarishe early childhood education as
such with item 1 having the highest ranking of 2.8ferefore, research question one,
table one showed that entrepreneurship educatiootitaught at the early childhood
level of education.

Resear ch Question Two
What is the importance of entrepreneurship educatathe early childhood education
in your school?

Table 2. Weighted Mean and Rank Order Scores of Male and Female Head

Teachers on Importance of Entrepreneurship Education at the Early Childhood

Education in Rivers State

S/INo importance of entrepreneurship Male Female Mean Rank Decision
education at the early childhoodteachers teachers set

education in your school =57 =93 X 1/2
X1 X2
6 Entrepreneurship education 2.91 2.88 2.89 ! Agreed
inculcate in pupils the skills for
innovativeness
7 Pupils become creative with 2.88 2.72 2.80 ) Agreed
knowledge acquired from
entrepreneurship education
8 Entrepreneurship education 2.78 2.65 2.71 gl Agreed

improves pupils ability to grab
opportunities

9 Pupils talent are discovered through 2.56 2.58 2.57 B Agreed
entrepreneurship education
10 Entrepreneurship education helps 2.86 2.73 2.79 B Agreed

pupils convert challenges to

opportunities
13.99 13.56 13.76
2.81 271 2.75

The table shows that all items from 6-10 had meames above the criterion mean of
2.50 and thus, were agreed to importance of emnepirship education at the early
childhood education. With an aggregated mean sob&75, it is obvious that these

International Journal of Academia, Volume 4 No.1, August, 2017 7




head teachers agreed that innovativeness, crgativipproved ability, discovery of

talent and conversion of challenges to opportunitigh item 1 having the highest rank
with mean score of 2.89. Therefore, research quedivo, table two showed that
entrepreneurship education is very important attirgy childhood level of education.

Research Question Three
What impact has entrepreneurship education at dhlg ehildhood education in your
school?

Table 3: Weighted Mean and Rank Order Scores of Male and Female Head
Teachers on the Influence of Entrepreneurship Education at the Early Childhood
Education Rivers State

SNo What impact has Male Female Mean Rank Decision
entrepreneurship education ateachers teachers — set
the early childhood education in =57 =93 X
your school? X 1 X 2 1/2
11 Mental abilities are developed 2.76 2.94 2.85 "™ 1 Agreed
12 Discoveries of innate gifting 2.79 2.70 2.74 "™ 2 Agreed
13 Become self-confident 2.65 2.66 2.65 ™ 4 Agreed
14 Prospect of a better future 2.88 2.53 2.70 ™ 3 Agreed
15 Leads them on the path of self- 2.54 2.56 2.55 k<3 Agreed
sufficiency

13.62 13.39 13.49
2.72 2.68 2.70

The table showed that all the items from 11-15 heghn scores above the criterion
mean of 2.50 and thus were agreed to the facirtigEct of entrepreneurship education
at the early childhood education with an aggregabeén score of 2.70.These head
teachers agreed that mental abilities, innate, gitf-confidence, prospect of a better
future and self-sufficiency with item 11 having theghest rank with mean score of
2.85. Therefore, research question three, tableetlshowed that entrepreneurship
education impact greatly on early childhood levfetaducation.

Hypothesis 1

There is no significant difference between the ggtions of male and female head
teachers on the how regularly entrepreneurship auc is taught at the early
childhood education in Rivers state?
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Table 4: Comparison of Mean Responses of Male and Female Head Teachers on
How Regularly Entrepreneurship Education is Taught at the Early Childhood
Education

Position No. Mean SD df z- Z- Results
Calculated Critical
Male Head 57 2.56 0.97 Significant(s)
Teachers 148 2.25 1.96 Reject HO
Female 93 2.52 1.07
Head
Teachers

A critical look at table 4 shows a summary of meatandard deviation and z-test of
difference between male and female teachers on tegularly entrepreneurship
education is taught at the early childhood edunafiine z-test statistics calculated and
used in testing the hypothesis stood at 2.25 vthéecritical z-value stood at 1.96 with
148 as the degree of freedom at 0.05 alpha levegaificance. Since the calculated z-
value is greater than the critical z-value, thel mylpothesis was rejected and the
alternative accepted. By implication, there is gn#icant difference between the
perceptions of male and female head teachers on tHegwlarly entrepreneurship
education is taught at the early childhood eduadtidRivers state.

Summary of Findings

The summary of the findings were presented asviollo

1. How regularly is entrepreneurship education taughtthe early childhood
education; entrepreneurial education is taughylegty, termly, quarterly, occasionally
and when necessary.

2. The importance of entrepreneurship education ae#iny childhood education;
entrepreneurial education inculcate in pupil skiflgr innovativeness, creative
knowledge, improve ability to grab opportunity eiai discoveries and ability to convert
challenges to opportunity

3. The influence of entrepreneurship education atetdidy childhood education;
mental abilities are developed, discovery of inngiting, become self-confident,
prospect for a better future and leads pupil oath pf self-sufficiency

4, There is no significant difference between the ggtions of male and female
head teachers on the how regularly entrepreneuestipation is taught at the early
childhood education in Rivers state.

Discussion of Findings

This study examined administration of entreprert@priifelong education for
early childhood education in Rivers state. Thedmesearch questions were explained
further based on the findings. Research questidablé, 1 on how regularly
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entrepreneurship education is taught in early bloitdl from the respondents showed
that teaching entrepreneurship education at thy ehildhood was very necessary as
well as important. The result showed that everghsliopportunity given whether
regular, quarterly, occasionally was not fully iz#ld as represented in the table in
research question 1, table 1. Therefore, the subjatter will be relevant as it will help
pupils to keep abreast with what entrepreneursthigation is all about.

It was also observed that entrepreneurship educhie so much importance in
the lives of the pupils at their early childhoodueation. The responses showed that
importance of entrepreneurship education was aleemyy This is a fact that
entrepreneurship education helps the pupils toodesctheir gifting, inculcation of
skills for innovativeness, converting challenges dpportunities and grabbing
opportunities when they arise.

Also, based on the respondents’ responses on casgagestion 3, table 3 on the
influence of entrepreneurship education at theyedrildhood education in Rivers state.
It was discovered that the influence of entreprestép education was highly beneficial
as it affords the following: mental abilities beimpveloped, discoveries of innate
giftings, self-confident being improved, and pradpef a better future in view and leads
them to the path of self- sufficiency. However, #le items were agreed to by the
respondents. This showed that entrepreneurshipagdaodas a high level of impact on
the pupils at the early childhood.

Educational Implication of the Study

The results of this study has educational implaratior curriculum planners,
policy makers, teachers and government agents demirgj the fact that the early
childhood education is the basis for all levelgdfication. The pupils’ academic futures
depend largely on the foundation laid for the pwpid their ability to be leaders of
tomorrow. The quality of such level of educatiotedmines the impact the pupils’ will
make in the society and the level of developmeat ttomes afterwards. The study
again revealed that entrepreneurship education hep the pupils in all ways
academically and build self confidence in them &mdme entrepreneurs in the near
future thereby creating room for self-sufficiency.

Conclusion

Based on the findings of the study, it is concludedt administration of
entrepreneurship lifelong education and early ¢ttt care education remains sin qua
non for the pupils ability to make meaningful imparcthe society.
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Recommendations

1. Entrepreneurship education should be implementatdrcurriculum for early

childhood care and made compulsory

2. Government should pay adequate attention in progidesources in terms of
gualified personnel to handle the subject mattetrépreneurship education)

3. Head teachers in various zones and parents hatetpaplay by appealing to
the government in implementing the subject mattehis schools

4, Parents on their own sides should help in providietgvant information

concerning their pupil to the school

5. Supervisors, policy makers, curriculum developeis €hould also help in

seeing that the policy if implemented is regulddyght in the school especially for the
early childhood education and enabling environnstrduld be created for children at
this age through the government. By this they cqmoee more than one can imagine.
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