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Abstract

The purpose of this paper was to look at the current directions of Business
Education in Nigeria and other countries of the world and see how internet
has really helped in facilitating the new directions. Business education is seen
as education for and about business which is very important in the lives of
every individual. The use of internet in facilitating the success of the entire
Business Education programme is regarded as very paramount. The internet is
now a global computer network that allows millions of computers around the
world to communicate through the telephone system and other communication
lines. It has helped in the shaping and re-shaping of effective delivery of
Business Education programmes in the devel oped nations of the world. It was
concluded that the current direction of Business Education in the countries of
the world is technology-drive facilitated by the use of the internet, which is
really helping in all aspect of life.
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Business Education has occupied a strategic phatteeihistory of education in
Nigeria and the world at large. It is importantrational development as it seeks to
develop vocational knowledge, skills and attitudeseded for employment and
advancement in a business career. Aina (1996)dstatet Business Education is a
subject which permeates the entire life of a natidre mode, methods of teaching and
the area of occupation of graduates of Businesscd&oun in the past cannot be
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compared to the present. This is in relation toftw that the directions of business
education is changing fast day by the day, moreaalby in the developed nations of
the world and more so in a sinking economy.

The reason for new directions which bring aboutnges in the area of
Business Education is not far from the fact thae '"we in a world where change is
constant and learning never stops,” (Oyedele, 20183 however calls for the need to
look at what changes have happened so far in BasiBglucation especially in the
developed nations of the world. This will in no s$imaay, help other developing
nations with a collapsing economy to look at théseeloped nations as an example and
follow their step in moving ahead.

One of the areas in which change is eminent and elerved is in the
introduction and use of the internet in teachind Earning. This mechanism has really
affected virtually every aspect of human endeavdlith it, one can access the world in
a spot and interact with as many people as he/simswinternet consists of thousands
of connected computer network around the world tmatnect millions of computers
and tens of millions of people. Educational materéand other important literatures can
be easily read and printed with the help of therimtt. According to Osho (2009),
internet is a delivery mechanism through which tdigged information travels. It is
important to note that sites on the world wide welwvw) and e-mail are pervasive
without being launched on the internet (Osho, 20@9)s the internet that makes it
possible for visitors to access information on theb site through the computers
network globally. It is also the internet that msltke global navigation on the internet
possible.

The Internet

The Internet is the newest and fastest growing plathe Age of Information
Technology. The inception of the Internet actullgan over 25 years ago as a United
States Defence Department project (Roderick, 1988. Internet is now a global
computer network that allows millions of computarsund the world to communicate
through the telephone system and other communicéies (Warschauer, 2003). He
also sees internet as the web and the Digital imfition Superhighway. It was the
invention of the World Wide Web by Tim Berners-Lard the lifting of the ban on
commercialization that sparked such incredible ghoot the Internet.
Two key features of the Internet are:
1. the enormous amount of information it contains and
2. the speed at which this information can be acceasddgublished.
No other single entity has ever been so widely pteck at such a non-stop pace in
history.
The impact of the Internet is felt everywhere igisty and it has become an everyday
household term. Currently millions of people iruntsies around the world are using
the Internet.
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The Internet adds a new dimension to the curricuhab provides students the
opportunities to engage in more challenging aretliée activities. The potential uses
of the Internet in a classroom setting are limibedy by the imagination and creativity
of the students and their teachers. Many sayritegriet has become one of the most
valuable tools for education. According to Roder{#998), Secretary of Education
Richard Riley stated, “The Internet is the blackidoaf the future...” and “...the future is
here and now.” The Internet has four practicapliaptions within the business
curriculum. These are: as an independent subjed,taaching assistant, as a means of
transforming the process of learning, and as aarebevehicle. Using the Internet
requires and improves upon a number of skills idiclg verbal, written, critical
thinking, computer, and telecommunications. Addiélly, the Internet makes learning
active, exciting and fun. To avoid being left behi business educators in the
developed countries have taken steps and therafdegrated the Internet into their
curriculum.

Roderick (1998) also stated that because the BssiBducation curriculum is
driven by standards for and about business, tegamd using the Internet fit perfectly
into the many areas of the business curriculume fBowing twelve curricular areas
were developed by the National Standards for Bgsirteducation (NSBE) with the
financial support of the National Business Educatdssociation (NBEA): Accounting,
Business Law, Career Development, Communicatiomsnptitation, Economics and
Personal Finance, Entrepreneurship, Internationakirigss, Interrelationships of
Business Education Standards, Information Systevmnagement, and Marketing
(https://www.nbea.org/newsite/curriculum/standgrdsEach of these twelve areas
already has a wealth of information on the Intethet can aide both the student and
teacher of business education. Business teacherddsbe able to design, develop,
implement, and evaluate Internet activities.

Concept of Business Education

Business Education is an aspect of vocational ditucavhich has been
existing for a very long time in the history of nkamd. The acquisition of skill in most
trades was not automatic; On the other hand, émivyeach guild was highly controlled
by the members from whom the knowledge of traderaift originated and by initiated
members. The only option available to anyone whate to learn any craft or trade
was to undergo a period of apprenticeship or tnginiThis roughly marked the
beginning of vocational education which Businessudation fall under. The roles
performed by a business educator is so encompatsihthe society cannot do without
them if truly such society will achieve greatnesstriaining and entrepreneurship of
such.

Business education means so many things to so mpeogle that its proper
definition is imperative. It is not business adrsiration nor is it typist's course.
Instead, it is a course that offers knowledge amdpetencies required for entering into
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business occupations of all sorts and prosperintpém. Business Education, which
encompasses several disciplines, enables peofiimky speak and behave in ways that
support the growth, efficiency and effectiveness af organization or several

organizations (Sulyman & Philo, 2014).

Sam & Joe (2000), sees business education as esgro€instructing a person
what happens during business transactions in sffibanks, markets and anywhere
money changes hands.

He further categorise business education into t@@nctomponents called, “education
for business and education about business”

According to him, while education for business sieen as a vocational
education, that is an educational training prograntimough which recipients could fit
into or be employed in four major occupational aremamely: book-keeping and
accounting, clerical and general office jobs, stgaphic and secretarial jobs and
distributive and marketing jobs.

Education about business on the other hand camedye & any programme of
studies or any publication that offers informattonconsumers and thereby advises or
educates them about the use of money in variousdssssituations. The profession of
teaching for and about business is emerging fraanctassroom to cyberspace, work
sites, boardrooms, community centers, and legislatialls. Teaching professionals
need to meet global accountability standards iararwhen basic skills competence and
technological literacy are desperately needed.

According to Sulyman & Philo (2014), Business Edisawhich is described
as an ‘education for business and about businesdd enake a person to perform well
as an entrepreneur. This is due to the fact thequips the recipients with skills which
are needed for business success. Furthermorepemeairship focuses on the desire
and ability of a person to search for investmemaofunities within his environment
and also be able to set up and run an enterprgsslzan the identified opportunities.

Business Education is a course that prepares ggiden entry into and
advancement in jobs within business and it is dgualportant because it prepares
students to handle their own business affairs arfdriction intelligently as consumers
and citizens in a business economy. Osuala (1988)eti Business Education as an
essential part of the preparation of youths foe land living. In 2004, Osuala, gave
another definition as a programme of instructioncitconsists of two parts (1) Office
education - a vocational programme of office cayedrough initial, refresher and
upgrading education and (2) General Business Eiducata programme to provide
students with information and competences which rsgeded by all in managing
personal business affairs and in using the senat#se business. Still on the definition
of Business Education, Njoku (1997) defined Busin&slucation as that facet of
educational training that helps the individual tg@ire relevant skills needed for living.
However, in 2006, Njoku gave another definitionaas educational programme that
equips an individual with functional and suitablélls, knowledge, attitude and value
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that would enable him/her operates in the envirarirhe/she finds himself/herself. It
can be seen from the foregoing discussions th#heayears go by; the definitions of
Business Education continue to change. This melaais Rusiness Education is not
static. Therefore any worthwhile programme has dwenwith time. However, business
educators have always accepted that change id affife. From the typewriter to the
transistor, business curriculum has continuallypsldaitself to meet the needs of
business. As a result, the success and surviialisihess education constantly depends
on its ability to adapt and keep pace with the Beefdits recipients. These changes
present challenges for both the learner and insirudlevertheless, it is the business
educator that must be willing to adapt and manhgset challenges to ensure successful
programs for the future. It is essential that Bass1Education be a useful and vital
component of transformation agenda if the curriculf business programs across the
country is to continue to meet the needs of itdestis.

With regards to the varied definitions above, ki@wn fact that one thing that
is constant is change therefore business educhéisrto change as time and situation
change. This is the more reason the developed resiof the world is looking at it in a
new way and taking new directions on the teacHemyning and carrier development in
Business Education, especially with the help ofitibernet. The above however entails
that the use of social media, facebook, twiter aftiter networks that are used in
teaching and learning today would not have beenriplas

How Internet has helped the Development of Business education

One of the basic requirements for education inZhst century is to prepare
learners for participation in a networked, knowledmsed economy in which
knowledge will be the most critical resource fociab and economic development.”
(Harasim, 1997)

The internet is a valuable tool that is tremendpusleful to teachers. Through
the use of the internet, teachers can allow theidents access to new information,
points of view and experiences that they would wtiee not have been able to
encounter. There are several tools that prove quéatly useful in the teaching and
learning of Business Education in the developednt@as. Some of the ways the
internet has helped teachers in the developmemntgihess education are:

- Webquests

Teachers can improve students’ ability to locaterimation independently by sending

them on a digital treasure hunt through cyberspd#éebquests promote independent
learning and help students develop problem-solgkilis. In a Webquest, students are
given a question to seek an answer for, or a figewns to define. Students use the
internet to locate the information necessary to mete the quest. Teachers can also
create the Webquest to incorporate into their lesdy making a list of terms germane
to the area of study. It is also an excellent fobbeginning a unit.
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- Lesson planning

With the help of the internet, teachers have iristacess to tested lesson plans that
have worked for others in the past. This howeveesdahem time and increases their
effectiveness as they do not have to engage inygiieal trial and error method of
lesson development. Now, if a teacher wants toht@aparticular skill, he/she can visit
one of the many site dedicated to teachers, inotuttie ever popular Education World
or Scholastic,com.

- Streaming Videos

With the help of the internet, the era of VHS issovEven the DVD, which once
seemed so cutting-edge, is now passed. Today,desacbed nothing but internet access
and LCD projector. The internet is full of usefities that feature videos designed for
use in the classroom. Discovery Education’s Stragmwhich replaced the popular
United Streaming, is a safe bet for any educatbthése sites, teachers can search for
topics relevant to their lesson.

- Test Preparation

In this age of high stakes testing, an increaseghasis is being put on students
passing the state tests. There are a number ofiteebmmed at helping students
improve their scores on standardised tests thar affibscription services to schools.
Study Island, one of the most popular test prearatites currently on the market,
which provides services to schools across the globe

Principlesthat Shape Business Education on the I nter net

The design parameters for an effective web-baséarnmation system that
supports business education on the internet cadrdyen from three simple principles
(Ross, 2012). The principles have been summarisedcaecklist and could be used for
reflection or review.

1. Delivers Effective Teaching and Learners

. Actively constructs knowledge.

. Interactive activities.

. Scaffolding to support construction of knowledge.

. Develops a range on cognitive abilities.

. Are stages in the learning process explicit?

. Provides mechanism for publishing self and pedectbns.

. Provides a simple communication tool for teacheslaarners
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2. Supportive L earning Environment

. Does the web-based information system provide actstre upon which a
"learning community" can be built?

. Does the environment support a range of learnitigites?

. Is there evidence of structure environment antléasy to use?

3. The Social Context

. Can student create informal relationships with geer

. Can students work collaboratively on projects?

. Do students receive regular and detailed feedback?

. Does the web-based information system provide lotkBortals for students to

support curricular activities?

Challenges of Using Internet in Teaching and Learning of Business Education
Programmes

As good as internet is in the teaching and learoingusiness Education in the nations
of the world which has helped in the new direcfionBusiness Education in particular,
a number problems are standing as major challetmasing internet in business
education programmes.

1 Thetraining needs and cost are high.

The cost of programs to acquire and maintain telcigyois high. Equally steep is the
cost to train teachers to use computers and thenlt in the classroom. In using
software in the adult classroom Susan Gaer reptind Robert Bickerton (Director of
Adult Education for the state of Massachusetts3,d@d that "for every dollar spent on
computers and software, another dollar should batsmn staff development”.

Teachers want to learn about new technologies andl to integrate them into
instruction and that takes resources, time, andemoifhe suggestion that using
computers and the Internet may eliminate the need frained teacher does not appear
to be true. Computers can facilitate independesmtniag, but teachers, assistants, and
volunteers are needed to clarify, to assist, andidik on the technical problems that
will occur.

2. The new digital divide

In education, the digital divide is most commonbfided as the gap between those
students who have, do not have, and know how tache@mternet and the information
technologies that are currently transforming edooa(Bernard, 2011). According to
Warschauer (2003), thediital divide is marked not only by physical access to
computers and connectivity but also by access to the additional resources that allow
people to use technology well”. Due to the affordability of many information
technologies today, the current meaning of digiteide is changing from having
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access, to knowing how to use the technologiesn@dr 2011). In this way, the digital
divide still acts as a challenge for education andre specifically e-learning
environments. In education the digital divide hamst recently, become more about
closing the gap between using the resources apatelyrto obtain quality educational
outcomes than not having access to the technoldgygchauer, 2003; Bernard, 2011).
The quality of learning outcomes, and more impdlyarthe successful use of the
expected technology resources, all hinge on theuatraf experience and comfort level
each learner has with these specific resource tdohies (Warschauer, 2003).

3. Student motivation

Although student motivation can only truly happenrinsically, creating the right

online environment where students want to learn faedl successful is the primary
responsibility of the instructor or course designgccording to Martin (2009), in

today’s online environments, there is a lack ofcles presence, face-to-face (f2f)
interaction, and tech support. The most well planaed explicitly laid out online

instructional environment is not enough to sustearner interest or support intrinsic
motivation. On the other hand, learners new tordme learning environment typically
lack the level of metacognition awareness, time agament skills, and self-directed
learning needed to be successful (Martin, 2009).

4, Coursedesign

Insufficient time spent on course development aesigh can be a huge contributing
factor to poorly developed online learning expecesnand a major challenge for e-
learning instructors. According to Archambault (@D1the amount of time needed to
design and implement a well design lesson, onlisean important consideration.
Archambault indicated that instructors reportedramease in the amount of time they
spent creating e-learning courses because of netery new technologies and new
ways of engaging online learners.

5. Human factor

This is another factor that stands as a greatasig to the use of internet in teaching
and learning (Business Education inclusive). liasmore news that people try as much
as possible to restrict changes, therefore anygehémnought about in the process of
making a better choice for the development of thegm@amme entirely is highly
restricted and are not welcomed even though, saghb®nefit them in the long run.

Conclusion

The entire world is moving from manually operatedvices to ICTs enhanced
services which are being facilitated by the useirgérnet. Business Education
programmes is also changing from what it used ta.defrom the initial manually-
enhanced programme to entirely technology-enhamredramme. This is the new
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direction for Business Education programme in thentries of the world. The initial
use of manual typewriters to learn the keyboardiag changed. Also, teaching of
Business Education is no more seen as an adulhigergity programme alone but a
programme and training that need to be inculcatethé children as well right from
primary education.

Internet has helped a lot in connecting milliongpebple together within a short
time. It has enhanced the use of various approadmethe business education
programme, such as the social media, new techedogid many others. This is no
doubt the new way of teaching and learning of aowurse, especially, Business
Education.

Recommendation

Based on the above, the following recommendatiomsreade:

1. Provision of adequate support for educational tustins and programmes. This
will go a long way in reducing the cost of equipngeimcurred if not totally
eradicating the cost.

2. Improved training and technological know-how. Wedined personnel are likely to
perform better in the delivery than the one whaas properly trained. Therefore,
proper training of business educators should bétéaed to help adequate delivery
of instruction.

3. Change is eminent. The world is changing, which esak mandatory for us also to
change to everything around us. This includes thg we think, learn, study and
react to matters. Our attitude to the use of teldgyomust change to a better one
that will enhance the use.

4. Use an internet programme at a time. As good asriet knowledge and facility is,
a lot of problems can arise when too many prograsnar@ being use in the
teaching and learning at a particular time. Thedrteeuse one internet programme
per time becomes very essential.
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