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Abstract

Today’s world with its global competition and coewlproblems call for
creative and innovative intelligence. Unfortunateliigerian education
curriculum had treated creativity as secondaryts foundation of education.
This has made the students graduate unpreparedade &ind tackle the
challenges of the society. All children have creatimind, and as such,
Nigerian curriculum should incorporate entreprenship skills for the
children to explore their talent for socio econonaitd political development
of the country. The development level of any spdepends so much on the
nature and standard of their education. Functiomalriculum is therefore
needed through a general curricula overhauling. aper therefore posits
that entrepreneurship education should not be basedertificate but on the
basis of performance, interest and creativity, i@pih a particular concept.

The vision of any viable country is the attainmehthigh literacy, economic
and technological development. To achieve thigotiffe and functional curriculum has
to be put in place to make teaching and learnifgcefus. Education is the key
development agent to every nation’s human developniteis therefore looked at as the
major weapon for social, economic and politicalelepment without which no nation
can attain its goals and objectives.

In this paper, therefore functional curriculum @oked at as a weapon to
resuscitate a comatose economy. The interest ahty aln individual has for various
occupations is a deciding factor determining theelleof achievement. Besides,
matching an individuals needs to occupation dep@mdshe identification of values
which one attaches to certain occupations. Cregatiof an individual student is
therefore very paramount. It is believed that thecome of entrepreneurship education
will enhance the growth of the individual and thation, alleviate poverty, control
youth restiveness, cultism, armed robbery, vandtdin of oil pipelines and reduce the
rate of kidnapping and human trafficking, and repahe comatose economy.
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Why the Nigerian Education Curriculum Needs Over hauling

Teaching and learning for a new age requires a educational model of
education. It means an interactive and creativecathn based on the individual's
needs and abilities. Education throughout the wiataks challenges and they may be
economic, technological, social and personal. Tédglires a high degree of flexibility
and adaptability of the educational system to thesslenges. New approaches are
needed to find a way to promote students motivatsetf-esteem and skills. A good
educational system gives students the freedom d¢ogréze their capabilities and
individual potentials. Education should foster stod to act creatively about ideas and
issues across a range of disciplines(Agbowero 2@Bative thinkers should explore
alternatives. People who know and appreciate canaeg skills, apply knowledge,
communicate effectively, analyze, and think criticaThey are curious, creative and
innovative in the identification and solving of ptems. The approach above needs
solid academic foundation to enhance their intelige. Creativity is the entire process
by which ideas are generated, developed and tmanstb into values. This is why
entrepreneurship skills are needed. Functional a&dwuc is therefore required as
educational experience should focus on identifyang solving problems. Information
should be generated to make decisions on worldestggds and realities of life. The
Federal Republic policy on education (2004) beketleat there is need for functional
education for the promotion of a progressive, uhibddigeria. To this end, school
programs have to be relevant, practical and congmstie while interest and ability
should determine the individual direction in edimaflhe final goal of functional
education should be the acquisition and appreciatib skills and development of
mental, physical and social abilities that will ifaate individual's contribution to the
development of the society. With this students vame capable of producing raw
materials will be produced in Nigerian schools.sTts why Nwokolo (1997) posited
that: functional education should be capable ofdpoing Nigerians who can
manufacture raw materials, machine and tools neéatedoth local and international
markets, invent new designs and discover drugshtapat curing diseases hitherto
incurable and transform the country from consunmpt@dmanufacturing status.

Effects of Comatose Economy on Education

As earlier stated, education is a key agent ofraation’s social and economic
development and if such nation’s economy goes buma, it greatly affects its
educational system. It is true that Nigerians Hat®duced entrepreneurship education
into the school curriculum since the 2007/2008 stlgear, but there isn’t much impact
as a result of the numerous challenges facingdtgaional system. The attendant
challenges of inadequate or low quality of infrasture provided for learners,
particularly at every level of education affectithproductivity. Students, therefore
graduate without the required skills, making ifidiflt for them to function well in their
areas of specialization. The way to practical elgmee is lacking. There is lack of
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steady power supply which is required for all wrss in schools, and at the
community levels. For entrepreneurship educatiofutetion effectively, the youths
and trainers have to be on the watch always fongés and demands of the labour
market. Entrepreneurship education is capital sitenand engulfs a lot of material and
human resources. It requires funding but what hapjpe a comatose economy is either
total lack of funding or partial funding therebyating education matters half harzadly.
Apart from inadequate power supply, tools are adettland there are no digitalization
of information and communication technology (ICTaterials. Nigeria educational
system may be functional only when it is able taipdNigerian graduates and place
them in the position to compete with their foreigpunterparts favorably in different
fields of work.

Lack of a regulatory mechanism for effective supgon of enterprise
development initiative is another vital challendmatt affects the development of
functional education. In a comatose economy, edutatffers in many ways. The first
and foremost is the depreciation of the Nairapfe#td by huge budgetary cuts and debt
burden. There is also a high rate of unemploymé&here will be contraction in
investment. The inflation rate becomes so high timde will be low experience of
capacity utilization. Most Nigerians find it diffiit to meet the needs of their families
and all the factors above affect education diredtyindirectly because so many
children drop out of school for their inability jgay school fees and other school
requirements, while on the other hand, the goveminfeces a lot of challenges of
infrastructural development which would enable stedents do well in school. No
money for teachers training and also for confersrarel workshops. Teacher’s salaries
are not paid for months and we all buy from the esamarket. A general economic
decline in a comatose economy shows a Gross Damresiduction (GDP) exceeding
10% for a period of time and it is accompanied byr@p in the stock market. Earle,
(2010) opined that improvement in education is eis$ed with long term improvement
in economic performance. Nigerian education systefacing a lot of challenges such
as, poor quality of schooling from lower basic en¢he tertiary levels, arising from the
issue of poor quality teachers to infrastructure meager supplies of equipment.

Creativity and Entrepreneurship Curriculum

Creativity is the entire processes where by ideaweiated are developed and
transformed into values. It is about liberating twee of taking risk or challenging
convention. It involves coming up with practicalllgmns to what happens everyday
and applying it in real life situations. It is bdsen individual needs, talent and abilities.

Entrepreneurship curriculum is largely pragmatiscgblines, more concerned
with the nuts and bolts of practical matters witb moom for theoretical and
philosophical bases of academic subjects properly.

Anyanwu in Segue (2015) explained this in the gesanomist Schumpeter’s
theory which influenced the entrepreneurship witeimphasis on creativity, invocation
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and venture development. She underscored the atriiod indispensible role of
entrepreneurship in achieving economic growth an@vebbpment. Thus
entrepreneurship includes identification of indivéd resources, allocation of resources
to create value through the identification of unmeeds. It involves the courage to take
investment risks, the creativity to conceptualizel actualize marketable ventures to
meet identical needs (Alachi, 2015). The psychalaigiprerequisite of successful
entrepreneurship venture includes capacity, attitwhd a talent for innovation, high
moral integrity as well as leadership capabilitiéplays the role as the generator of
employment and increased productivity through iratimn, the facilitation of transfer
or adaptation of technology as well as dynamic gdien and the utilization of
resources. Alachi went further to say that the dantipeory of income choice lends
credence to the refugee effect by suggesting tiweased unemployment will lead to
an increase in start-up businesses, where govetnwidén viable national economic
facilities’ easy access to credits for its citizetss make business thrive. The
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Develepin(2010) identified three
theories about how education influences econonaety.

1. The basic human capital approach is that educatioproves greater
productivity and improved ability to use existirgchnology and thus contributing to
economic growth.

2. The innovation approach links education to imprgvithe capacity of the
economy to develop new ideas and technologies.
3. An extension of this is the knowledge transfer apph which sees education

as a means of spreading the knowledge needed lpragp ideas and make use of new
technologies of all the theories. It is concluddthtt entrepreneurship education
development could bring creativity and self estewman individual who will
independently cope in a comatose economy.

Curriculum modification through entrepreneurshipliskand creativity would be the
panacea for a comatose economy in Nigeria. Suchficettbn will revolve around
vocational aspects of education such as fashioigraeg, event decorating, music, hair
dressing, information and communication technol@@T), shoe designing, work of
arts, fish farming, home science and managemehtdimg: baking, tie and dye, child
care, relationship counseling and many others. 8 hes lifelong learning opportunities
which are essential as they provide varied aatisitat different places and times for
individuals to be able to continuously and effeeljvmeet their ever changing needs
and roles in their families, work places and sqciat large. They are important for
learners for sustainable education and development.

The increased pace of globalization and technoddgithange calls for
sustainable development goals through creativity amtrepreneurship skills that will
revolutionalise the education industry. Awarenassiion at all levels of education for
all to upgrade their work and skills for betteetfyle and better living conditions for
sustainable development is needed. A paradigm ahifty from the ideas of teaching
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and learning of knowledge conveying instructiorirafividual to acquisition of special
skills to broader discovery and the releasing armindssing creative potential
(UNESCO Education Strategy 2014-2021). Lifelongrieay is equally meant for
professional development of workers throughout life time which gives those
opportunities to attain vital knowledge, skills, nggetencies and values that will
enhance their current functioning on a day to dasidfor sustainability. Such skilled
population is the key to a country’s sustainabheettjpment.

Prospects of Creativity and Entrepreneur ship Education Curriculum

Education has enormous potential to promote pragper the developing
nations (Moboasser & Muhammed cited in BarnamalH#,52 It ensures economic
growth and leads to social transformation and fismlsitions to national developmental
challenges. A lot of prospects abound among whiehself employment, job creation,
team work/ partnership.

As a mainstay of all nations, no nation can risevabits educational system
(FGN NPE 2004). This means that any individual vihditerate should poses self-
reliance skills and information that can be putoinpractice. Creativity and
entrepreneurship skills bring innovations into genomic industry whereby revenue
generating skills and job creation skills are acepli Students therefore explore their
environment through design of fabrics, fashionnpag, construction, drawing, hair
dressing, decorations, tailoring, basket weavidmpt@graphy etc. when all the above
are skillfully done, people would patronize thenmr &ervices. This will enable the
graduates to come out self employed without seetange employed by government
again and would even employ others. They would elsdve network of skilled people
partnering other stakeholders to bring bettermentthemselves while providing
satisfactory services to people.

Conclusion

Entrepreneurship education and its applicationtlaeeefore, about creativity,
resourcefulness, perseverance and above all thiéy &bi look inwards for positive
living (Alachi 2015). Human resources developmenténtral to any development, so
any nation trying to develop must identify the hunand material resources it needs
and their values. These when integrated bring sadite development to a comatose
economy. Functional education is the educationehatps the individual to contribute
positively to the society. Computer technology he twork place has led to the
automation of many job tasks, resulting in the piigarance of many jobs which were
previously done by humans. Globalization has alsstitally reduced the demand for
less-skilled labour. Economic experts have theeeforecast that highly skilled workers
will increasingly compete for more intellectuallgrdanding and higher paying jobs,
which will enable the global community to offer nmly strong traditional skills but
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also high levels of creativity and innovation irder to stay competitive in the labour
market.

Recommendations
The following recommendations are made for govemtriwetake note.

1 The little facilities available for the studentsawver stretched by the large
number of Nigerian students, so more should beigeov

2. Entrepreneurship skills are capital intensive, wodé should be provided for
education through budget.

3. The curriculum of entrepreneurship education shagie room for self-
motivation because it is less teacher motivated.

4, Planned strategies and techniques should be pabsgidee creativity can not be
taught but can only be developed.

5. Examination in entrepreneurship education shouldb@based on academic

performance but on the basis of class performanterest and orientation or creative
ability in a particular concept.

6. Appropriate take home assignments are always goodhe development of

creativity.

7. Computer ICTstudies should be made compulsoryl &t\adls of education.
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