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Abstract

This study investigates the tones of lkaram, a etialof the Akpes
language, spoken in Akoko North West Local Govemirdgea of Ondo
Stale. Nigeria. Specific areas of the lkaram toggyl@are investigated with
a view to establishing the Ikaram lone system. &taeas include, Ikuram
tones, functions of tones and tonological processhih Ikaram tones
undergo, among others. The study reveals that tkanas three basic tones
High (ll), Low (L) and Mid (M). Contour tones, highlling and low-
rising, are also phonetically realized in lkaramorfe is a distinctive
feature of lkaram phonology and lkaram tones perfdvoth lexical and
grammatical functions. These tones are used tdndistsh meanings of
segmentally identical words. They perform gramnatifunctions like
assimilation in noun phrases, in possessive corftns, as negation
markers, as relative clause construction markerss aubject-verb
agreement construction markers, as tense markersmaerative markers
and as associative markers,

Pike (1948: 3) defines as tonal any language "lgaegignificant, contrastive,
but relative pitch on each syllable. According tgnkan (1973: 213), the phrase
"lexically significant” in relation to pitch simplyneans that it can cause semantic
distinction (i.e. that the tone is phonemic othemviknown as, tonemic) between
lexical items, thus, ikarani can be said to be ltdrecause it has basically three
contrastive level tones. Tone languages are gdyaralssified into two broad types
namely: Register tone systems and Contour toneesyst According to Hyman
(1975: 214), "in a pure register tone languagealtamontrast consists of different
levels of steady pitch height, that is, perceptyadluch tones neither rise or fall in
their production. A pure contour tone language tba other hand), consists of
some tones which are not level in their producbanrather rise, fall, or rise and fall
in pitch. African tone languages are of the figgid (i.e. register),., hence, Ikaram is a
register tone (dialect of a) language. Three diffiierpitch levels are identified and
established in Ikaram. They are, High (H), Low @rd Mid (M).
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ThreeBasic Tonesof Ikaram High Tones

I Phonel}:c Tﬁne GIUSS
a. = [fiil]
(] HH ‘day’
b, 1t
(jted] HH ‘steal’
C. ko
(xomn] M Yearn”
d. -
[Okoli] LLH ‘needle’
Mid Tones
’honetic Taone Gloss
2a. [ebon] MM ‘which’
b. [Gis] M ‘wipe’
e, [isdga] LITM ‘tooth’
d. [lelen] MI. ‘cold™”

L.ow tones

Phonetic Tone Gloss
3. [Ajo) % 4 ‘eye’
h. (gbaicld] HIL ‘dwell’
¢. [Okpoto]  LLH ‘crocadile’
d. [okit] LHM “all’

Contour Tones
Although lkaram, like many other African lone larages is a register tone dialect,

there still occur in it contour tones, A contound¢oconsists of a sequence of two level
tones and this can be classified as falling (HLjising (LH). The analyses of the two

types are given below:
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Phonemic Phonetic Gloss

4, Tonal Tier MMLHL —3» MMLHL
Nasalization
" § s " - - (N v
CV Tier /i "yl-u*nié'(‘)ﬂ/ — [] _}q._u_"-[Dn] thirst’
B Tonal Ticer A H tad L’ili | P
CV Tier /ba-a-te-nl/ i [ba-te-nil
‘follow”
e Teonal Tier XL — 1 1‘-
CcVv ;I‘icr Nodf —— 51 ‘lose (verb)”
7 Tonal Tier LHM — HM
= \ 1 B
L ‘mother’

CV Tier
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g Tonal Tier L HL W Le— 1 HLEHE.
] ) > ) P ‘louse’
CV Tier fi-ke-dé-gbe-£/ [i ke dé gbe]

9 Tonal Tier LI ——» 151

CV Tier §aidos — [§3-d9] ‘maize’
10 Tonal Tier HL  —— ]

- ‘close’
1ee/ ——b [Ie]

* CV Tier

In examples (4) through {10} above, the underlyjpigonemic representations of the
long vowels (consisting of two tonemic segmentg) ralized as a single vowel with
either afalling or rising tone.

Functions of Tones

Tones play important and distinctive roles in ikardialect. Broadly, their roles can
he classified into two viz.:

l. Lexical functions and

. Grammatical functions
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Lexical Functions
Tones like segmental phonemes distinguish lexteahs from one another. In Ikaram.

there occur two or more lexical items with identisagmental phonemes differing
only in tone. These are illustrated in exampleg {hiough (14) below where the (a)
and (b) of each pair differ semantic-ally only besa of the differences in their tones.

Phonetic Tone Gloss
11.  a [jas] M ‘take’
b. [jas] L + ‘held’
12, a. faje] * L1, ‘mother’
b. [aje] MM ‘beans’
13, a [t§iga] MM ‘stand’ ¥
b, ftf1gd] MH ‘leave’
14 a. [t§a0] HH ‘elscwhere’ to bring something elsewhere
" b [t§a6] LH ‘here\ to bring something here.

Grammatical Functions
In ikaram tones also perform grammatical functio®® grammatical

function, is meant that they perform functions li&ssimilation in noun phrases, in
possessive constructions, as negation markers, elgive clause construction
markers, as subject-verb agreement constructionkergr as tense markers, as
imperative markers and as associative markers.

Tone of Noun Phrase (NP) Constructions

A noun phrase (NP) is a group of words that fumctams a noun. NP
constituents include a noun and at least a detenmifhe noun is the head of the
construction. Unlike languages such as English whbe head comes last like in
'my house', the reverse is the case of Ikaramhélael comes first.

In phrasal constructions like noun phrases, the tom the last segment of
the first word influences the second word. If tbaed of the last segment of the first
word is mid (M) and the second word begins withhigd) tone, this high tone
becomes mid (M.). This is a type of an aslkitary process termed spreading
(Hyman J975). Examples are given below:
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15. a. cloth + white '‘white cloth’

101+ 18610/ [0]célo]

b
’ ¢
- [
| ¢ ,
¢ ¢
| ’ ;
¢ ‘
| v
I |

LM +HHH —— LM +HHH — L MHH

b. house + one

R§d! +1ekis ASo/ +/ékE/ [i§eki]

L
i’ /
fl P

v
’ +

‘
1 ; ]
’ r
4 I
r ,
N ’
/ -
. Ll T

MM+HL —* MM+ HL —» MML

In example (15a) above, when the segment'!" offitse word is deleted, its mid (M)
tone is floating and later spread to the first segnof the second word. Similarly, in
example (15b), V of the first word is deleted atgltone spread to the first segment
of the second word.

Tonein Possessive Constructions

In Ikaram, it is observed that linking the possesgironoun with the appropriate
noun construction results in the following tonabgesses:

i) ML -> IX

This assimilatory tonal process occurs when oneanre syllables take on the tone
of neighbouring .syllable, as exemplified below:

6 (ife] + el 2 [i§obt]

M n ¥ -} L 5L

‘our house’
house 4+ our our hous

The (.one of the possessive pronoun [be] assinsildte M tone of the noun t'S°l-
thus

ML > U,

i) MM > MM

The mid lone of the noun in a possessive conswnas realized as a high lone in
an MM sequence. Thus MM -> HM in possessive corsivas as shown below:
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[ W [ifo] + nd] = [iféna)
M o4 M 2 M
hewise + my 'y house’
b [iTa] «+ {hit} = [R5 dhu)
M o+ M 2 HM
house + hig “his houge’
[&be] + {nof <+ {ehdanal
Moo+ Mo 2 HM
dop my “my dog’
d [Flar| + {sB] =2 [ehost]
Moo+ M 2 1iM
dop  + your ‘your dog’
Te febol + (b <> (Bhoni)
i B M 2 11 M
dop  + hig ‘his dog"

M + M > 1M

Tone as Negative Marker
The following are pairs of positive and negative sentences in Ikdram:

18, a. [ ba dep] ‘he will climb’
b. [O b4 dég &) ‘he will not chimb’
1
19. a (o dép je] ‘he will see’
b,  [Ddénje @] ‘he will not see’
M

It will be noticed that [e] is a negative marker i) fairs of examples (18) and (19)
above. The negative vowel fe] does not exist ta®lé hears a tone, a low or mid
tone. Hence, (he low tone and mid tone arc useédbze negative constructions in

ikararn.

Tonein Relative Clause Constructions

In Ikaram relative clause constructions, a singtegheme is used to represent any
kind of relative marker - singular or plural - foumans and non-humans. A high
(H) tone is placed on this monosyllabic word. Exé&spare given below:
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Phonemic Gloss
20 a. /on gf mo nad niz/ ‘T am the one who said I won't go’
b. /anh gl kas/ “He is the one who refuses’
e /4bE gf ma sfé ni ni/ “We are the ones who said we won't go’
d. faba pf Kisa bE gbe/ ‘They are the ones who refuse to eat it/

€. /abe ni gi kasd be ghe/ “You (pl) who refuse to eat’

Tonein Subject-Verb Agreement Constructions

Tone is used to distinguish .singular verbs fromr@l verbs. The singular subjects
take singular verbs and plural subjects take plueabs. Tones on the underlying
verb change to express singularity or pluralityr Fstance.

Underlying Form Surlace Form
3 i fd;-jén‘iu' -2 ;’dg’,[nii;’ ‘eal” /faba dzini/  “They eal’
| t|f I -
MM > 1
b, /dEin > Kdzini/ ‘ea’  /bé d3ini/ “You(pl) cal’
| ‘ J ’ H H-H
IQ'HL’L i 2 111
e, Kc]s‘uTw’ > ldgﬁf ‘cat’ /3 dzini/ ‘He/She eats’
( 11 M H-M
MM 2> HM

In examples (21 a & b), the underlying MM lone usedthe verb 'dZi-'eat’ is
realized as HH to denote plural and this agreeh tie H tone of the plural
subjects 'they' and 'ybu

In (21c), the underlying MM tone used on the veddi-<ni< 'eat' is realized
differently as HM to denote singular and this agreeith the M tone of the
singular

subjects 'He/SHe

Tone as Tense Marker
Tone marks various tenses such as present tersddepae and past participle.
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Most of the verbs in Ikaram are monosyllabic. Thile tone on u single verb is
modified to express various tenses, Examples:

.S/IN|Verb |Present Past Teus{Past Gloss
Tenst Participle

a. |ku fku/ Iku/ Iku/ fall'

ib. |/ba/ fba/ /ba/ /ba/ ‘come’

'c. |/mif |mift Imif i fil 'sleep’

d. |/sa/ Isal /sa/ /sa/ 'know'

The tones on most past and past participle tengesealized as mid (M) while the
present tense usually carries either high (H) er (&) tone. Occasionally there is
no tonal difference between past and past partid¢gses as observed in example (22)
above.

Tone on Imperative Constructions

An imperative construction is used to make a retjoegjive an order Imperative
sentences lack superficial subjects. The subjectimperative construction is
underlying and sucli a subject is the second pewsagular or plural 'you' This
underlying 'you' is, in most cases, representeikanam by a nasalized close back
rounded vowel /u)/ which bears a mid (M) or low (bpe. Examples are:

Phonemic Tone Gloss
23 fsiginazb/ §if FHMM ‘stand up’
‘stand’ + ‘vou’
h. A+ MM ‘sit down’
sit  + you
c fdaalo/  + M/ HHLL ‘answer or reply’

answer him + you

In the above examples (23a to c), it is observatldh the word final segments
bear mid tone except (23c). This example (23c) eso be seen as having
underlying mid tone which is lowered as a result axfsimilation rule that
affects a mid tone
following a low (L) tone.

Other examples where the underlying /u)/ 'you'dsnepresented at the surface
arc:
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Phonemic Tone Gloss
24, a AS onde/ LLLL *kneel down’
b. f§égind/ LLL ‘go out’
¢ [fegs/ ML ‘close the door’

Tone as Associative M arker

in lkaram, the associative marker is realized biglla lone. An example is given below:
25. fli'od -I- [afa] ->[l"ifa]

M M

house + book school

M ->H
The high tone on the vowel [nj in the above exan{@l is the associative marker
in Ikaram.

Conclusion

In this study, we have been able to establish a gystem for Ikaram dialect
of the Akpes language of Nigeria. The phonemic €rait) status of tone has been
accounted for and established. The dialect opethtes .significant tones, High (H),
Low (L) and Mid (M). Lexical and grammatical funotis of tones such as in
;is,socialive, possessive and negative construstimnong others arc also revealed in the
study.
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