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Abstract 

Prior to this era, Nigerian nation had been noted as a peaceful and 
habitable domain, endowed with rich cultural heritage that endeared 
her to the neighbouring countries and the global world. The Nation’s 
receptive and friendly qualities cannot be over emphasized and that is 
why many foreign companies were sited here. As opposed to the above 
assertion, the peaceful co-existence and unity in Nigeria today have 
been punctured and deflated as a result of political tussles, selfish 
interests, religions, ethnic and tribal sentiments. The moral and value 
systems used for control and maintenance of peace and unity have 
departed, leaving the nation to her fate. Insurgency and the herdsmen 
on one side, militancy, cultism and kidnapping on the other side, 
robbing the nation of her development, morals, values and tirelessly 
working towards wiping out mankind. It is on this premise that moral 
value education including orientation and re-orientation are adjudged 
necessary for the promotion of peace and unity. Therefore, the paper 
beamed it’s searchlight on the administration of moral and value 
education for promotion of peace and unity in Nigeria. 
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Inculcation of morals, values, norms, attitudes and ethics in the 
citizenry has been the culture of the nation. This has actually strengthened 
and maintained the peaceful co-existence and unity in Nigeria before now. 
No doubts, the nation has not experienced a perfect peace condition due to 
her heterogeneous nature, but there was a relative peace and unity enjoyed 
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by the citizens. Before now, the National offspring’s were nurtured to toe 
the line of their predecessors through the cultural heritage. Communalism, 
moon light plays, wrestling among the communities and a host of other 
cultural activities paved way for the solidification of peace and unity 
among the individuals. 

A juxtaposition of activities before and after the colonial era, 
reveals total disagreement, disintegration, hatred and discrimination in the 
nation. Nigeria is more disintegrated and polarized today than it was at 
independence; and the situation seems to be getting worse every day 
(Taiwo, 2014). Ethnic groups, tribes, communities are rising against the 
others. The extent of destructions, killings, kidnapping and other 
unwholesome activities cannot be estimated, as these have become norms 
in the society. How else can these unwanted, unholy and bizarre practices 
be curbed except through education on morals, cultural values, 
sensitization and re-orientation of the citizenry about peace and unity. And 
this is why moral and value education should be considered the turning 
point for peace and unity in the nation. So that our hopes and aspirations 
can be actualized.   
 
Concept of Administration 

The concept of administration has been viewed from different 
perspectives by different groups of scholars. Some see it as a discipline 
which exists in theory and in the minds of people, while others view it as a 
technology which requires not only sound theory but specialized 
principles and techniques. According to Nwosu (2015), administration is a 
means by which formal goals are achieved through co-operative human 
effort as well as the art and science of getting things done effectively. 
Okoroma (2000), on the other hand, defines administration as a crucial 
tool needed for maintaining and expanding the relevance, effectiveness, 
and productivity of complex institutions. 

Going by the definition of the above scholars, administration could 
be acclaimed as the process of stipulating policies and getting them 
accomplished through the application of some strategies and techniques. 
These strategies and techniques may include planning, organizing, 
staffing, scrutinizing, controlling, coordinating, budgeting, evolution and 
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implementation. Principles of administration imply the general guides to 
possible action, conduct or practice in specific situations (Jaiyeoba, 2008). 
This also means that education is not left out. The introduction and 
inclusion of moral and value education in the curriculum by the 
educational administrators will to a very large extent avail the society of 
the menace of violence. Basically, educational administration means the 
arrangement of the human (teachers and non teachers) and material, 
resources, programmes available for education and carefully using them 
systematically for the attainment of educational objectives (Okunamiri, 
Ibiam & Okunamiri, 2015). By this arrangement, the achievement of the 
moral and value education (inculcation) of the citizenry becomes feasible. 
This is because the equipment of education with the appropriate human 
and material resources will definitely foster the achievement of its 
objectives. 
 
Concept of Moral 

The word moral is derived from a Latin word “mores” which 
means habit. Moral implies conforming to right behavior which appeals to 
one’s conscience. It could also be expressed as an action which positively 
affects the mind, confidence or will. A moral person could be described as 
one who has good conduct such as honesty, respect for others, loyalty, 
responsibility for personal actions, fair dealing, selfless etc. In line with 
the attribution of moral, DVV International (2007), expresses that the 
moral practices and the act of morality cannot be put forward clearly, as 
different organization and individual have different definitions of moral. 
To establish a moral relation is to respect every individual and 
organizational creed and inbuilt values of operation within a given unit of 
society (Mahuta, 2013). 
 
Concept of Value 

The term value has no clear cut definition as individuals view it 
from different perspectives. The word originated from a Latin word 
“Valere” which means worth. The Oxford Dictionary defines it as worth, 
desirability or utility of a thing. In the words of John Dewery (2018), 
value means primarily to price, to esteem, to praise, to estimate. It also 
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means the act of cherishing something holding it clear, passing judgment 
upon the nature and amount of its value as compared with something else. 
According to Wikipedia (2018), value is the degree of importance of 
something or action, with the aim of determining what actions are best to 
do or what way is best to live or describe the significance of different 
actions. Similarly, Rokeach (2018), views value as an enduring belief, a 
specific mode of conduct or an end state of existence, along a continuing 
of relative importance. Basically, the previous declarations point out 
clearly that value is all about having regard for something. It is perceived 
as important and lasting beliefs or ideas shared by members of a culture 
about what is good or bad and desirable. Value cuts across different 
entities which may include religion, political, socio-economic and cultural 
settings. This assertion is based on the fact that every organization has its 
own belief which is held sacred and imbibed as to achieve its objectives. 
Value helps and guides individuals to become good mannered, well 
behaved and socially accepted well beings. It also stands for ideas men 
live for. 
As a matter of fact, value is categorized into the following types: 
1. Personal values: These represent things individuals consider more 
important than every other thing in their lives. 
2. Moral Values: These values help individuals to determine what is 
right or wrong. 
3. Political Values: These values are used to evaluate social 
institutions. 
4. Aesthetic Values: These values are associated with the evaluation 
to art work. 
(Source: Jeo & Jonathan, 2010). 
 

However, human values are those beliefs that help man to live in 
harmony with his society. They include love, brotherhood, respect for 
others, honesty, sincerely, truthfulness, non-violence, tolerance, sense of 
responsibility and co-operation.  
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Moral and Value Education 
 Moral education is the process of equipping the individuals in the 
society with the knowledge of morals. It describes the manner of teaching 
that will help to mold and develop the citizenry as civic, good, mannered 
and patriotic persons. Accordingly, Agu (2014), states that morality has a 
lot to do with right and wrong or ethical code. It is strictly used to refer to 
conduct or standards and how good or bad our conduct or standard of life 
are (Stephen and Pearl, 2004). This is evident in Sharma (2007), which 
maintains that moral education, is the education of the heart, without 
which no individual can be completely human. 
 Judging from the above, moral education involves the training of 
the mind in a right way, having conscience and discerning spirit to 
determine the wrong and right actions. This entails the inculcation of 
virtues such as honesty, being just, legitimate, kind, accommodative, 
generous, loving, caring, respectful, obedience, consideration, sensitivity, 
dignity etc. Moral education can be rendered at home, school, by teachers, 
elders and parents. It is an education for everybody which is best taught by 
showing practical examples. According to Mahuta (2011), moral 
education is central to the survival of human societies and entails more 
than classroom teaching or book content; it also includes the hidden 
curricular aspect of education. In agreement with the previous 
declarations, Ilorin (2009), posits the following: 
I Respect for the worth and dignity of the individual; 
ii Faith in man’s ability to make rational decision;     
iii       Moral and spiritual value in interpersonal human relation; 
v Shared responsibility for the common good of the society; 
vi Respect for the dignity of labour; 
vii Promotion of the emotional, physical and psychological health of 
all Citizens. 
 

Value Education is the process of inculcating knowledge about 
humanism and a deep concern for the well being of the citizenry and the 
nation. Wikipedia (2018), defines value education as a process by which 
people give moral values to each other and initiation of individuals into 
values, giving knowledge of rules needed to function in the society. It is 
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on this premise that Paul (2018), stresses that the neglect of teaching 
moral values in schools is hurting our students and causing problems in 
society. Hence, advocates the teaching of values in our schools for the 
following reasons: 
1. Preparing our children for future roles in society. 
2. Many parents are not teaching moral values at home. 
3. There is too much violence and dishonesty in society. 
4. To counter bad influence in society. 
5. Moral values will stick with an individual for life. 
Viewing the vital roles of value education, it suffice to state that value 
orientation and re-orientation are critically important for maintenance of 
peace and unity in Nigerian society. This is based on the fact that when the 
principles of values are imbibed and practiced, they obviously reflect on 
the life style of the citizenry which eventually rubs off on the society. And 
further emancipate the society from the activities of kidnapping, banditry, 
killing and a host of other unwholesome activities. Values education 
should emphasis adherence to personal and societal values. Nigeria as a 
heterogeneous society parades different moral values from different ethnic 
groups and nationalities and it is through education that these values are 
unveiled and inculcated into the citizens. 
 
Importance and Objectives of Moral and Values Education in the 
Society 

Moral values are considered very important tools for the 
maintenance of peace and unity in the society. This is evident in the 
following ways. 
1. Moral values reflect an individual’s character and spirituality. 
2. They help in building good relationships in personal as well as 
professional lives. 
3. They foster in eradicating problems like dishonesty, violence, 
cheating, jealousy from one’s life. 
4. They can counter bad influence in the society. 
5. They can help to deal with tough situations as well as create self-
motivation. 
Source: Swati (2017). 
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Objectives 
1. To develop an understanding of moral value education strategies. 
2. To consider the relationship between moral values and personal 
behavior affecting the achievement of sustainable futures. 
3. To reflect on future awareness, commitment and actions. 
4. To develop skills for using moral values clarification and analysis 
in teaching. 
5. To inculcate and train the minds of the individuals in developing 
and accepting morals and values. 
 
Peace and Unity Support in Nigerian Society 
 Peace means a natural condition devoid of conflict and social 
antagonisms. According to Oke (2006), peace is a condition where there is 
no social conflict and individuals and groups are able to meet their needs 
and expectation. From David (2006), point of view, peace is the absence 
of war, fear, conflict, anxiety, suffering, violence and about peaceful co-
existence. Similarly, Miall (2000), categorized peace into the following 
components:- 
1. The absence of war (absence of direct violence) 
2. Justice and development (absence of structural violence) 
3. Respect and tolerance between people. 
4. Gaia (harmony or balance in and with the eco-system-ecosphere). 
5. Tranquility or inner peace (spiritual peace) and 
6. Wholeness – a making whole (being complete). 
 
Unity itself could be referred to as a total bond among people or a group 
of persons. Nwosu (2019), defines unity as a condition of living as one 
indivisible and indissoluble nation, showing solidarity and being 
formidable against interference. It can also be viewed as a process of 
forming a national identity among various groups that have differences in 
beliefs, cultures, customs, politics, socio-economic functions and location 
into a political entity (Igudiatohan, 2014). 
 Subsequently, the support for peace and unity in the country will 
amount to the adoption of variety of actions aimed at resolving ethnic 
conflicts. These actions may include the following operations.- 
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1. Deployment of security operatives for maintenance of peace and 
order. 
2. Promotion of moral and value education in the country. 
3. Orientation, re-orientation and sensitization of the citizenry on the 
need for peace and unity. 
4. Emphasis on peace and unity of the nation through education. 
5. Employment of youths to reduce idleness 
6. Economic revival of the country 
7. Promotion of peace and unity from religious point of view 
8. Equitable distribution of political powers and resource control. 
9. Promotion of equity, justice, fairness and love among the citizenry 
10. Provision for cultural integration among the ethnic groups and 
promotion of inter-tribal marriages 
11. Establishment of one common language among the citizenry 
12. Emphasis on patriotism, commitment and affection of the citizens 
for the nation. 
 
In this regard, Jabir (2018), asserts that supporting peace and unity in the 
nation is the responsibility of all regardless of our differences. He further 
stresses that we need to accept and love one another. President 
Muhammadu Buhari in his speech in the Punch Newspaper of February 
(2019), charged religious leaders to promote the ideas and societal norms 
that unite the nation as a people. Mohammed (2018), also reports the 
advice of the sultan of Sokoto, Alhaji Muhammad Sa’ad Abubakar III, on 
the emulation of the National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) for its role in 
the promotion of peace and unity in the country. 

As a matter of fact, peace and unity today in Nigerian nation are the 
prime value, the most valuable public good, but the most elusive. The only 
consolidating factors will be to adopt the measures of understanding that 
Nigeria is our unifying factor and that violence will never help in 
proffering solutions to our grievances and problems except dialogue. 
Therefore, adopting the above suggestions will go a long way in restoring 
peace and unity in the nation. 
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Role of Education in Moral values inculcation for Peaceful Co-
existence 
 The term education emanated from three different latin words 
according to various scholars. For some it sprang up from ‘educatum’ 
meaning “act of teaching or training”. For some others, it emanated from 
“educare” which means to “bring up or to raise” and “educere” implying 
“to lead forth or to come out”. Nwosu (2018), conclusion on the totality of 
the origination of education, is that the full development of man is 
dependent on education, since “to lead out” may mean leading one from 
darkness to light, from primitive to modern life and from illiteracy to 
literacy. And “to bring up” may mean to foster, guide, mold and teach on 
the right values, ethnics, attitudes and principles of life, which will benefit 
the individual and the society. Duru (2011), in this vein views education 
as comprising all the series of instructions and discipline which is 
intended to enlighten the understanding, correct the temper, and form 
manners and habits of youths and fit them for usefulness in their future 
stations. 
 In the light of the above, education plays enormous roles in the 
society which cannot be estimated. It is the light of the world and a 
formidable force which breaks through all odds. The powers of education 
cannot be down played as its functions in the life of mankind is important. 
No wonder why it can be used to transform the society through the 
transmission of knowledge and the development of individuals’ potentials. 
Inculcation of moral values in the citizenry for peaceful co-existence 
cannot elude education as it is the only channel through which information 
is disseminated. To corroborate the stated opinion, Balogun (2014), opins 
that education is a means through which the individual acquires the 
desired  norm, attitudes, values, skills and knowledge needed for a useful 
and fruitful life for the progress of society, without minding whether it is 
formal non formal or informal. It is through the acquisition of norms, 
values, morals, attitudes and ethics from members of a family, the 
immediate community and the larger society that an individual determines 
what is wrong or right. Education molds, develops and transforms 
individuals into good citizens for a better society through culture. See the 
diagram below: Fig I. 
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Illustration of the diagram depicts the major role of education in the 
inculcation of morals and values through culture. It also shows that 
education and culture are carries of moral values which are inculcated into 
the family members. Once an individual is born into a family, he or she 
grows to emulate the practices of the older members of the family. These 
practices form norms of the individual which transcendes to the 
community and the larger society in form of peace. And once peace is 
achieved, unity is sure. 
 To buttress this fact, the inestimable value of education in 
transmitting moral values for peaceful co-existence cannot be contested. 
With the teaching of morals and values, a child can become good and 
change totally from unpleasant attitudes and behavior patterns developed 
during childhood, thereby making him a good citizen of his nation 
(Balogun, 2014). This means that virtues like tolerance, fairness, equity, 
mutual respect, kindness and love can be acquired through education. 
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Conclusion and Recommendation 
Peace and unity are achieved when parties involved understand one 

another. Nigerian society desires absolute peace and unity for the 
actualization of the nation’s hopes and aspirations. The philosophy of 
Nigeria is to live in unity and harmony as one indivisible, indissoluble, 
democratic and sovereign nation founded on the principles of freedom, 
equality, justice and promotion of inter African solidity and world peace 
through understanding. And some of the goals of tertiary education are to 
develop and inculcate proper values for the survival of the individual and 
society as well as forge and cement national unity (National policy on 
Education, 2014). Education has a central role to play in the inculcation of 
these moral values that will mold and develop individuals into better 
citizenry for peaceful co-existence. Therefore, inclusion of moral and 
value education into the curriculum will make a difference. Secondly, 
orientation and sensitization of the citizenry about peaceful co-existence 
and unity is important. And finally the equitable distribution of political 
power and resource control. 
 

References 
 

Agu, S.O. (2014). Religion – Moral Education in Primary and Secondary 
Schools for National Integration and Nation Building. Nigerian 
Journal of Sociology of Education, Vol. 8, No. 1. 

 
Balogun, J.O. (2014). Inculcating Basic Moral values for peaceful Co-

existence in Nigeria: Exploring the Folktale option. Nigerian 
Journal of Sociology of Education, Vol. 8, No. 1. 

 
David, J.F. (2006). Peace and conflict studies: An African Overview of 

Basic concepts. Introduction to peace and conflict studies in West 
Africa. 

 
Duru, V.N. (2011). Curriculum studies concepts, development and 

implementation. Owerri Alvan Global Publications. 
 

Administration of Moral and Value Education as Effective Strategies for Maintenance 
of Peace and Unity in Nigerian Society - Dr. Nancy Nnebuihe Nwosu 
 



12 

 

International Journal of Academia, Volume 6 No. 1, August, 2020 

DVV International (2007). Adult Education and Development. Obere 
Wilhelmstrasse 32.53225 Bonni.dvv International. 

 
Igudiatophan, H. (2014). Education: A strategy for Unity in Nigeria: 

Nigerian Journal of Sociology of Education, Vol. 7. No. 1. 
 
Ilorin, J.A. (2009). Moral Philosophy in African context for Universities 

and Colleges of Education (2nd Edition). Zaria ABU Press. 
 
Jabir, T.U. (2018). Peace and Unity as tools for development. 

http://www.blueprint.ng/peace-unity. 
 
Jaiyeoba, A.O. (2015), Principles of Educational Administration. 

Educational Management: Theories and Tasks. 
 
Joe, L. and Jonathan, C. (2019). Types of Values: 

https://philosophy.hku.hk/thing. 
 
John, D. & Rokeach (2018). Human values: Meaning, Nature and Types – 

Your Article: www.yourarticlelibrary.com/essay. 
 
Mahuta, M.G. (2013). Education for Ethnics and Morality: A Remedy for 

Social Violence in Nigeria: Nigerian Journal of Sociology of 
Education. Volume 7, No. 1. 36-44. 

 
Mahuta, M.G. (2011). Education for Morality: A Renacea for rebranding 

the society. Nigerian Journal of Sociology of Education Vol. 5 (1), 
52-59. 

 
Miall, H. (2000). “What do peace studies contribute distinctively to the 

study of peace? “The Richardson Institute, Lancaster, Paper 
presented as BISA Conference, Bradford. 

 
Mohammed, A. (2018). A report of the Sultan of Sokoto. This Day 

Newspaper of June. 



13 

 

International Journal of Academia, Volume 6 No. 1, August, 2020 

 
National Policy on Education (2014). 
 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org>wiki>value. 
 
Nwosu, N.N. (2019). Effective Education and Culture as Master keys for 

the achievement and Promotion of Nigeria. A Research work on the 
process of Publication. 

 
Nwosu, N. N. & Oputa, A.R (2018). Education as a strong pillar for 

Nation Building and sustainable: 
A critical Analysis. Education for sustainable Development in Nigeria: 

Matters Arising. 
 
Oxford Dictionary. 
 
Oke, I. (2006). Conceptualising peace. Introduction to Peace and conflict 

studies in West African. 
 
Okroma, S.N. (2000). Perspectives of Educational Management, Planning 

& Policy Analysis, Port Harcourt, Minson Publishers. 
 
Okunamiri, P.O., Ibiam, N. and Okunamiri, M.C. (2015). Basic Concepts 

in Educational Planning and Administration. Educational 
Management: Theories and Tasks. 

 
Paul, R.K. (2018). Teaching Moral values on School Trip. 

https://universityhomeworkhelp.com.retrieved. 
 
Punch Newspaper, February 2, (2019). President Muhammadu Buhari 

Speech. 
 
Sharma .Y.K. (2007). Sociological Philosophy of Education. New 

Delhi:Kanishka Publisher Distributors. 
 

Administration of Moral and Value Education as Effective Strategies for Maintenance 
of Peace and Unity in Nigerian Society - Dr. Nancy Nnebuihe Nwosu 
 



14 

 

International Journal of Academia, Volume 6 No. 1, August, 2020 

Stephen .A. & Pearle, D. (2004). Morality and Ethnics: An Introduction. 
Retrieved on 10/07/2012 from 
http://www.disgus.com/forum/ethilandmorality/article.pho.htm. 

 
Swati, S. (2017). What is the importance of moral values in our life? 

Htts://www.quora.com 
 
Taiwo, E. (2014). True Federalism and Basic Education as catalysts for 

National Integration in Nigeria. Nigerian Journal of Sociology of 
Education, Vol. 8, No. 1. 

 
 


