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Abstract 
The intersection of value education and digital innovation holds transformative potential for 

advancing girl child education in Nigeria, particularly in fostering sustainability and security. In-

spite of existing policy frameworks for  promotion of gender equity in education, socio-cultural 

barriers, inadequate infrastructure, and limited access to technology continue to impede girls’ 

educational attainment. This paper examines strategic frontiers for revamping value education 

anchored in moral, civic, and life skills and integrating digital innovations such as e-learning 

platforms, artificial intelligence-driven learning tools, and mobile-based literacy programmes to 

enhance inclusivity and resilience in girl child education. Drawing on contemporary perspectives 

from educational development, technology adoption models, and sustainability frameworks, the 

study underscores how a blended approach can equip girls with ethical competence, critical 

thinking, and digital literacy essential for active citizenship and socio-economic participation.To 

this extend, the paper highlights the security dimension, arguing that value-driven and 

technologically empowered education reduces vulnerability to exploitation, early marriage, and 

extremist recruitment, while fostering community peacebuilding. By addressing structural gaps 

through targeted policy reforms, capacity-building initiatives, and public-private partnerships, 

Nigeria can create a robust environment where value education synergises with digital innovation 

to empower the girl child. The paper concludes that sustainable development goals (SDGs 4, 5, 

and 16) can be more effectively realised through intentional integration of moral instruction and 

technological tools, ensuring that the next generation of Nigerian girls not only thrives 

academically but also contributes actively to national stability and global competitiveness. 
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Introduction 
In Nigeria, systemic gender disparities continue to impede the education of the girl child, 

undermining both societal progress and individual potential. Olatide (2023) identifies entrenched 

cultural and traditional beliefs as primary barriers to female education in Kwara State, revealing 



how patriarchy and superstition disrupt girls' access to schooling. Similarly, Eboyem (2023) 

provides quantitative data from Kaduna State, demonstrating that cultural norms significantly 

perpetuate educational deprivation among girls in Northern Nigeria, necessitating urgent policy 

action to enforce compulsory education. These socio-cultural challenges are compounded by a 

persistent digital divide, asserted in a survey by Umar, Jongur, Fufure, Tasiu&Dahiru(2024), 

across secondary schools in Adamawa State, finding out that urban girls have disproportionately 

better access to ICT facilities than their rural counterparts, underscoring the digital inequity that 

affects educational outcomes .  In Atakpo (2024) further survey on the rise of digital natives 

among Nigerian children, advocating for the integration of digital tools in early childhood 

education to enhance engagement, personalization, and accessibility, provided infrastructure and 

digital literacy gaps are addressed. Corroborating Walker (2020) reflects on how innovation in 

girls’ education is often emergent rather than planned. During the COVID-19 pandemic, girls in 

Northern Nigeria repurposed their early childhood development centers for community support 

activities, selling airtime and disinfectants, demonstrating resilience and the potential for 

adaptive, value-based digital initiatives to promote both sustainability and local security.  

Against this backdrop, integrating value education, encompassing moral reasoning, civic 

responsibility, and ethical literacy with digital innovation offers a robust framework for 

empowering the girl child. Value education therefore foster resilience and critical consciousness, 

while digital tools expand reach and relevance.  This synergy aligns with Sustainable 

Development Goals—SDG 4, for quality education, SDG 5, for gender equality, and SDG 16, 

for peace, justice, and strong institutions, ensuring more inclusive, secure, and sustainable 

educational ecosystems in Nigeria. 

 

Concept of Value Education 

Value education is a pedagogical approach that seeks to instill in learners the principles, 

norms, and ethical foundations necessary for building responsible individuals, resilience, and 

sustainable societies. Unlike traditional schooling that focuses predominantly on cognitive and 

technical competencies, value education according to Okoh&Akpan(2020), emphasizes holistic 

development by nurturing moral reasoning, empathy, respect, discipline, and civic responsibility 

. It is not only about imparting knowledge of values but also about creating meaningful 

experiences through which learners internalize and practice those values in everyday life. The 

world over, value education has gained prominence as an essential response to social vices, 

insecurity, corruption, and the erosion of cultural values. In the Nigerian context, where 

challenges such as youth restiveness, examination malpractice, gender-based violence, and 

insecurity persist, value education has become indispensable for national transformation. As 

Ijeoma&Nwosu (2021), note, the absence of strong value-oriented educational frameworks 

contributes to the moral decadence evident among both young and old people, as well as in 

government at different levels, thereby threatening sustainable development. Embedding value 

education into formal and informal systems, therefore, serves as a means of equipping learners 

with virtues such as honesty, tolerance, resilience, integrity, and peaceful coexistence. 

 

Dimensions of Value Education 

Value education is multidimensional, it encompasses moral values, civic values, cultural 

values, and environmental values.  Moral values emphasize ethical behavior and personal 

integrity; civic values focus on responsible citizenship, justice, and respect for rights and laws; 

cultural values promote indigenous knowledge, respect for diversity, and identity formation; 



while environmental values encourage sustainability and stewardship of natural resources, as 

stated in Godspower-Chike (2022).  Integrating these dimensions into school curricula ensures 

the development of well-rounded learners who can contribute sustainably to themselves, to local 

and global communities. Value education is imperative in the following areas:  

1. Value Education and Digital Age Realities: The emergence of digital technologies has 

reshaped the context in which values are taught and practiced. Social media, artificial 

intelligence, and online communities exert strong influences on young people, thereby promoting 

both positive and negative inclinations for different behavioral models. Nkpoyen&Eyo (2019) 

argue that without strong value education, digital exposure may reinforce deviant behaviors such 

as cybercrime, online bullying, and digital addiction.  Conversely, when anchored on values, 

digital learning can foster civic engagement, collaboration, and global citizenship. Hence, the 

integration of value education with digital innovation is necessary if learners are to be equiped 

with ethical digital literacy skills, for sustainability and productivity in the 21st century. 

2. Value Education for Peace, Security and Sustainability:  Sustainable development cannot 

be achieved without value-driven individuals who uphold justice, equity, and respect for human 

dignity.  As Aina&Okorie (2024) emphasize, value education contributes directly to 

peacebuilding, national cohesion, and conflict resolution, especially in fragile mileu like that of 

Nigeria where insecurity threatens access to education. In addition, values such as respect for 

diversity, ecological responsibility, and global solidarity are foundational to achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly SDG 4 (quality education), SDG 16 (peace, 

justice, and strong institutions), and SDG 5 (gender equality). By cultivating ethical competence 

alongside cognitive and technical skills, value education provides the moral compass necessary 

for transforming Nigerian schools into agents of sustainability and national security. It creates a 

balance between intellectual excellence and character formation, ensuring that graduates are not 

only employable but also socially responsible and ethically grounded with sustainable productive 

Values.  

 

Value Education as a Security Strategy 

Value education promotes ethical consciousness, respect for human dignity, gender 

equity, and civic responsibility.  For Ogunyemi (2020) these values are crucial for building 

peaceful and secure communities. In the Nigerian context, extremist groups and criminal 

networks often prey on the most vulnerable populations, including uneducated girls, exploiting 

their lack of awareness and empowerment.  Revamping value education helps counter this by 

equipping girls with resilience, moral reasoning, and the ability to challenge violent ideologies. 

Furthermore, values such as tolerance, empathy, justice, and non-violence foster social cohesion 

and discourage participation in criminal or extremist activities.  Okoye&Adama (2021) reiterated 

that a society where educated girls practice and spread such values experiences reduced 

communal conflicts and strengthened security at the grassroots level. 

 

Girl -Child Education 

Girl-child education refers to the process of empowering young girls with knowledge, 

skills, and values necessary to lead lives of dignity, productivity, sustainability, and active 

citizenship. Globally,  it is recognized as a fundamental human right and a lever for 

transformative socio-economic development.  Secondary and tertiary education for girls yield 

enduring benefits, boosting health, delaying marriage, increasing female labor participation, and 

reducing poverty as buttressed in Kareem (2024) Internationally, educating girls is vital for 



sustainable development. The Malala Fund, for instance, champions universal access to 

secondary education for girls, linking this access to leadership potential and social advancement.  

In climates marked by extremist threats or conflict, girls’ education serves as a bulwark against 

radicalization and social instability, reinforcing both peace and long-term security. 

 

Challenges and Opportunities of Girl- Child Education 

Girl-child education continues to confront multiple barriers according to Kareem (2024) 

like cultural norms, poverty, early marriage, lack of infrastructure, and gender bias among others. 

These issues contribute to Nigeria having one of the highest rates of out-of-school girls globally. 

Imperatively educating girls carries profound benefits like increased earnings by as much as 10–

20% per extra year of schooling, and significant gains in family health and societal well-being . 

Moreover, girl-child education intersects with climate resilience. A study by the Guardian 

Nigeria, highlights how educated girls are more likely to adopt sustainable practices, support 

climate action, and contribute to reduced greenhouse gas emissions through informed family 

planning choices.  In Rivers State, a research by Elewa (2020) shows that socio-economic 

challenges like poverty, teenage pregnancy, early marriage, and entrenched cultural practices, 

significantly hinder girl-child educational attainment. The study employs a representative sample 

across Rivers State and underscores the need for advocacy campaigns aimed at stakeholders to 

shift cultural perceptions and promote girls’ schooling. In the Ikwerre Local Government Area of 

Rivers State, Thompson&Onyekwere (2023) find that girl-child education has positive effects on 

community development. Their findings advocate for enforcement of child-rights laws and 

penalties for child marriage, emphasizing that legislative action supports girl education and 

broader sustainable progress.  In urban Port Harcourt, a study by Wami (2023) highlights how 

community participation enhances the effectiveness of girl-child education. Engaging parents, 

teachers, and local leaders, the study recommends adequate funding, educational support 

services, scholarships, and maintenance of school infrastructure to ensure girls access quality 

learning environments.  In a study by Ejekwu (2020), in Gokana LGA, it was identified that 

cultural practices, patriarchal norms, favoritism toward boys, and large family sizes are 

significant impediments to girls completing primary school. These findings call for community 

sensitisation and cultural transformation to support equitable school completion. The concept of 

girl-child education blends global ideals with local realities. While global advocates like the 

Malala Fund convey the aspirational vision of educational equality and empowerment, localized 

research as in Rivers State reveals structural, cultural, and socio-economic barriers that require 

context-sensitive strategies to overcome in other to achieve sustainability, resilience, self and 

community  development.  

 

Overcoming these Challenges involve Multifaceted Approaches such as; 

1. Promotion of public narratives that highlight the broader societal and environmental benefits 

of educating girls through enacting and enforcing laws that prohibit harmful practices like early 

marriage; 

2. Investing in infrastructure, safety, and learning resources tailored to girls' needs. 

3. Leveraging community participation to foster ownership and reduce social resistance. 

 

Value Education and Digital Innovations for Girl-Child Education 

Value education is a critical dimension of human development that equips learners with 

ethical principles, civic responsibility, and character-building competencies that complement 



academic learning.  In the Nigerian context, where cultural practices and socio-economic 

realities often hinder girl-child education, value education provides a moral compass that fosters 

gender equity, self-confidence, and resilience.  It emphasizes according to Okorie&Nwogu 

(2020), values such as respect, responsibility, empathy, and integrity, which are indispensable for 

nurturing empowered girls who can contribute to peace, security, and sustainability. The 

integration of value education into formal and informal learning processes strengthens the 

foundation for holistic development of the girl child.  Beyond literacy and numeracy, girls 

exposed to value-based curricula are more likely to resist negative pressures such as early 

marriage, gender-based violence, and exploitation. In communities where patriarchal norms 

devalue female education, instilling values of equality and justice help reshape societal attitudes 

towards girls, in the opinion of Adebayo (2021). Value education therefore operates as both a 

preventive and transformative tool, reducing vulnerability and fostering urgency among the girl- 

child endearing personal and cooperate development. 

 

Digital Education 

Digital education refers to the integration of technology enabled tools, platforms, and 

resources into teaching and learning processes to enhance access, flexibility, and efficiency in 

education delivery.  It transcends the traditional classroom by leveraging digital technologies 

such as e-learning platforms, artificial intelligence (AI), mobile applications, cloud computing, 

and virtual reality (VR) to create inclusive and innovative learning experiences (UNESCO, 

2021). Digital learning according to Walker (2024) can also be defined as a process of learning 

that is mediated, or supported, by digital technologies. It's different forms, include online 

learning, mobile learning, blended learning, and any educational software and available 

resources used in teaching and learning. The main aim of digital learning is to utilize technology 

to enhance accessibility, flexibility, and individualization of learning.  In the 21st century, digital 

education has become central to global educational reforms, aligning with the demands of the 

Fourth Industrial Revolution and preparing learners with the competencies needed for a 

knowledge-driven society as explained in Okolie&Eze (2020). In Nigeria, Adebayo&Ezeani 

(2021), states that digital education is gradually gaining ground, particularly after the COV                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

ID-19 pandemic which exposed weaknesses in the conventional school system and underscored 

the necessity for digital inclusion.  Not minding infrastructural deficiencies, mobile technology 

upsurge and online platforms is now on the increase, and have made possible opportunities for 

widening access to technology especially for marginalized groups like the girl child. Integrating 

digital education into girl child learning contexts can bridge existing gender gaps, empower girls 

with 21st-century skills, and reduce vulnerability to socio-economic and cultural exclusion as 

illustrated in Umar &Ekpo (2022). 

 

Digital Education and Inclusivity for Girl- Child Education 

A major strength of digital education lies in its inclusivity, and as advocated by Linda 

(2022), inclusivity should be applied in pre- school, vocational education, compulsory education, 

and higher education, espounging barriers of cultural differences, special needs, socio- economic 

status, gender and age.  It allows learners in remote and underserved areas to access quality 

educational resources that would otherwise be unavailable.  For the girl child in Nigeria, 

Etim&Essien(2019) is of the opinion that digital tools such as mobile-based literacy apps, e-

classrooms, and open educational resources (OER) provide flexible learning opportunities that 

circumvent cultural barriers such as early marriage, domestic labor, and insecurity that often 



restrict school attendance .Coroborating  Oba&Effiong (2023) stated that digital education 

combined with strong policy frameworks,  becomes an enabler of gender equity and social 

justice.  Strategies for inclusive digital education according to Gottschalk & Weise (2033) are: 

1. Prioritize Digital Equity:  Governments and institutions must invest in infrastructure and 

affordable internet access to bridge the digital divide.  

2. Implement Inclusive Design and Universal Design For Learning (UDL):  Design digital 

tools and content to be accessible and adaptable from the outset, following principles like UDL.  

3. Invest in Teacher Training:  Provide ongoing professional development for educators to 

build their digital competencies and equip them to foster inclusive digital learning environments.  

4. Develop Flexible and Adaptive Pedagogies:  Employ teaching methods like project-based 

learning and cooperative learning that can be differentiated to meet the diverse needs of students 

in digital contexts.  

5. Ensure Meaningful Access and Safety:  Digital inclusion is about more than just access; it 

encompasses the ability to meaningfully use digital technologies, participate in digital 

communities, and do so safely.  

 

Digital Innovations as Catalysts of Sustainability of the Girl - Child 

Digital innovations provide transformative tools that expand educational access and 

quality for girls, especially in underserved regions.  Technologies such as e-learning platforms, 

artificial intelligence tutors, and mobile learning applications are closing gaps created by poor 

infrastructure, limited teachers, and insecurity in parts of Nigeria,  (Godspower-Chike, 2022). 

Digital resources not only enhance access but also cultivate critical 21st-century skills—coding, 

problem-solving, and entrepreneurship that increase girls’ employability and long-term 

sustainability in a digital economy.  Globally, digital innovation is recognized as an enabler of 

sustainability by empowering learners to participate in green technologies, smart agriculture, and 

digital governance (UNESCO, 2021). For Nigerian girls, exposure to digital skills also enhances 

their agency, allowing them to innovate solutions to local challenges while accessing global 

opportunities.  Buttressing, Eze&Onuoha (2023), opined that mobile literacy programs in rural 

areas of Rivers State have demonstrated that digital tools can increase girls’ retention in schools 

and improve their socio-economic participation in schools and improve their socio-economic 

participation. Digital education is also pivotal in driving sustainability and security. It fosters 

digital literacy, problem-solving, and critical thinking skills that are essential for addressing 

global challenges such as climate change, poverty, and insecurity as in Adeola&Nkpoyen (2024).  

By equipping the girl child with these skills, digital education empowers her to contribute to 

peacebuilding, community resilience, and sustainable livelihoods. As Ogunleye, and Chike 

(2025) emphasize, digital learning systems not only democratize access to knowledge but also 

cultivate informed, ethical, and innovative citizens who can safeguard societal stability. 

Imperatively, digital education is not simply about the adoption of technology but about creating 

a transformative ecosystem where knowledge, values, and innovation intersect.  For Nigeria to 

achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (particularly SDGs 4, 5, and 16), revamping girl 

child education through digital innovation must be prioritized as a national strategy for 

sustainability and security. 

 

Role of Digital innovations in Girl - Child Education 

Digital Innovations have emerged as a transformative driver of inclusive education. 

Technologies such as e-learning platforms, mobile applications, and virtual classrooms provide 



flexible learning opportunities for girls who are marginalized by distance, insecurity, or socio-

cultural restrictions. In Nigeria, Godspower-Chike(2022),  maintained that digital education tools 

are increasingly recognized for bridging educational gaps caused by under-resourced schools and  

inadequate teacher supply. Digital platforms also allow girls to access mentorship programs, 

civic education modules, and virtual communities that promote value-based learning. During the 

COVID-19 pandemic, for instance, mobile-based learning and radio/television educational 

broadcasts ensured continuity of learning for many Nigerian girls who would otherwise have 

been excluded. This shift highlighted the importance of digital literacy as a foundational skill for 

the girl child in a globalized knowledge economy (UNESCO, 2021). When combined with value 

education, digital tools not only extend access but also create interactive experiences where girls 

can explore and share ethical upheavals, leverage on experiences, collaborate on solutions, and 

apply values to real-world contexts.  

 

Enhancing Security and Sustainability through Digital and Value Integration in Girl - 

Child Education 

The compatibility between value education and digital innovation plays a critical role in 

advancing both security and sustainability in Nigeria. Educated girls equipped with ethical 

values are more likely to challenge harmful practices, advocate for peace, and engage in 

sustainable livelihoods. Furthermore, digital innovations empower girls with vocational and 

entrepreneurial skills like coding, digital marketing, and financial literacy, that reduce economic 

dependency and vulnerability to exploitation (Eze&Onwuka, 2023). This contributes to 

community stability and national security. From a sustainability perspective, value-oriented 

digital programs can raise awareness on environmental stewardship, gender rights, and social 

justice. Girls educated through such blended approaches often become advocates for climate 

action, health equity, community development, civic participation, and school campaign, thereby 

strengthening Nigeria’s pursuit of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

To maximize these benefits, there has to be: 

1. Prioritization of Nigerian education policy on digital inclusivity by investing in infrastructure, 

subsidizing internet access, and providing solar-powered technologies to rural communities. 

Teacher training programs should also emphasize digital pedagogy and the infusion of values 

into digital curricula. Equally, collaborations with civil society and international organizations 

can support the creation of open-access, culturally sensitive, value-oriented digital content that 

empowers the girl child. 

2.  Revamping value education and digital innovations for girl-child sustainability. This is 

closely tied to her access to quality education that nurtures both values and digital literacy. In 

contemporary society, sustainability does not merely imply environmental protection but 

encompasses the social, cultural, and economic survival of future generations. For girls, 

sustainability requires equipping them with the ethical values and digital competencies necessary 

to overcome systemic barriers such as gender inequality, poverty, and insecurity. Revamping 

value education and integrating digital innovations into girl-child education is therefore pivotal 

to producing empowered young women who can thrive in a knowledge-driven, technology-

enabled world. 

3. Revamping value education for sustainability. Value education provides the ethical foundation 

upon which sustainable societies are built. Nwokocha&Ijeoma(2020) points out that in Nigeria, 

cultural and religious practices often undermine the girl child’s right to education, limiting her 

chances for self-development and social contribution. Revamping value education implies a 



deliberate shift from rote learning to a transformative curriculum that emphasizes respect for 

human rights, gender equity, environmental stewardship, and community responsibility. Such a 

value-based approach ensures that girls are not only literate but also morally equipped to 

challenge oppressive systems and become advocates for justice and sustainable development. 

Furthermore, values such as resilience, empathy, integrity, and civic responsibility are as stated 

in Adeyemi(2021) are critical for addressing Nigeria’s social challenges of insecurity, 

corruption, and  gender-based violence. Girls who internalize these values are better positioned 

to resist harmful practices such as early marriage and human trafficking while actively 

contributing to peaceful and sustainable communities. 

 

 

 

Digital Education as National Security Strategy 

Digital education provides the girl child with access to technology-driven knowledge and 

skills that enhance economic inclusion and reduce vulnerability to insecurity. Insecurity in 

Nigeria often stems from poverty and unemployment, which drive young people into crime or 

insurgency. By equipping girls with digital skills such as coding, digital marketing, and data 

analysis, the cycle of poverty is broken, thereby reducing the socio-economic conditions that fuel 

insecurity Godspower-Chike (2022). Moreover, digital education offers girls access to online 

platforms that raise awareness about human rights, personal security, and reporting mechanisms 

against gender-based violence. Through mobile applications and online civic platforms, girls can 

learn protective behaviors, access legal aid, and connect with support networks, reducing their 

exposure to insecurity (UNICEF, 2023). 

 

Synergy between Value Education and Digital Innovations 

The intersection of value education and digital innovation provides a holistic framework 

for girl-child sustainability.  While digital tools enhance access and skill acquisition, value 

education ensures that knowledge is applied ethically and responsibly.  A digitally skilled girl 

without values may perpetuate negative digital practices such as cybercrime, while value 

education without digital empowerment leaves her disadvantaged in a globalized economy.  

Therefore, revamping both concurrently is essential to achieving sustainability.  For example, 

integrating digital civic education platforms that promote values of peace, justice, and equity can 

empower girls to become advocates of sustainable development in their communities.  Similarly, 

digital entrepreneurship programs infused with values of honesty and fairness can reduce 

economic vulnerabilities while building ethical future leaders.  While value education instills 

ethical conduct and resilience, digital education provides tools for self-reliance and protection. 

When combined, they create a powerful force for sustainable security.  A girl educated in values 

and digital competencies is less vulnerable to indoctrination, less dependent on exploitative 

practices, and more empowered to contribute positively to her community.  For instance, girls 

trained in digital entrepreneurship but grounded in values of honesty and accountability are 

likely to become job creators rather than dependents, reducing economic frustrations that fuel 

insecurity.  Similarly, girls who access digital civic education infused with values of peace and 

tolerance can become advocates for conflict resolution and community stability (Eke &Nnamdi, 

2024) 

 

Conclusion 



The paper conclude that revamping value education and digital innovation for the girl 

child is both a social and security imperative for Nigeria. Value education builds the ethical 

foundation necessary for peaceful coexistence, tolerance, and resilience against extremist 

ideologies, while digital education empowers girls with skills to thrive in a technology-driven 

economy. Together, they form a transformative framework that equips the girl child to contribute 

meaningfully to sustainable development while safeguarding herself and her community from 

insecurity. Investing in this dual approach not only promotes gender equity but also strengthens 

Nigeria’s human capital, reduces vulnerability to poverty and crime, and fosters national 

stability. For Nigeria to meet global commitments such as the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs), especially Goals 4 (Quality Education), 5 (Gender Equality), and 16 (Peace, Justice, and 

Strong Institutions), policies and practices that prioritize value-driven digital education for girls 

must be mainstreamed. 

 

Recommendations 
The need for revamp of value education and digital innovation in girl- child education can not be 

over emphasized, the paper therefore recommend that:  

1. Curriculum Integration: Revise National and State curricula to embed value education and 

digital literacy as core learning components across primary and secondary education. 

2. Teacher Training: Build teacher capacity in delivering value-based and digital education 

through continuous professional development. 

3. Safe School Environments: Strengthen security measures in schools, particularly in rural and 

conflict-prone areas, to guarantee uninterrupted access for girls 

4. Digital Infrastructure: Invest in ICT infrastructure, including internet access and digital 

devices, to bridge the gender digital divide. 

5. Public-Private Partnerships: Foster collaboration between government, NGOs, and tech 

companies to fund and sustain digital learning initiatives for girls. 

6. Community Engagement: Involve parents, traditional leaders, and religious institutions in 

promoting the importance of value and digital education for girls’ empowerment. 

7. Monitoring and Evaluation: Establish robust systems to track the outcomes of value and 

digital education programs on girls’ empowerment, sustainability, and security. 
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