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Abstract

Although the term ‘globalization’ can be traced back to the early 1960s, it was not until a quarter
of a century later that it took the public consciousness by storm. 'Globalization' surfaced as the
buzzword of the 'Roaring Nineties' because it best captured the increasingly interdependent nature
of social life on our planet. At the end of the opening decade of the twenty first century, there were
millions of references to globalization in both virtual and printed spaces. Globalization refers to
the process by which the world is termed to become a single space; globalization may be seen as
the compression of space. Globalization is a contested concept; it is loaded with ideological
connotation. Its definition varies depending on the standpoints of international actors. Moreover,
its implications for development are viewed differently by public policy-makers and non-
governmental organizations; by elites of the North and the South and working class of the
countries of the two global-political zones. Globalization is seen as a solution by each of the first
of these pairs of actors and as a problem by each of the second. However, the work adopts the
mixed method to articulate the various ways the development has affected the culture of the ljero,
Nigeria. It discovers that in several ways, including education and language, globalization has
adversely impacted enduring culture leaving behind numerous routes to immorality. Hence the
work suggests sifting foreign values to adapt only those that can enhance traditional African
values in order to forestall immorality.
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Introduction

The single motivated into carrying out research on the topic "Impact of globalization on
ljero culture” by the words of my grandmother "aye tidi aye oyibo" meaning the world has
turned into that of the white man'. She was always saying that in the days of her mother and her
early days, things that are happening now do not happen then and things that were happening
then are not happening now; i.e. some of the things practiced then in her culture no longer exist
and some practices now were not so then. Since the coming of the white man, their cultural life
has never been the same, meaning there has been cultural changes. Those cultural changes came
as a result of contact between the two different cultures which the Anthropologist call
‘Acculturation’ which by definition, implies external pressure usually from more powerful or
dominant group.

Although the term ‘globalization’ can be traced back to the early 1960s, it was not until a
quarter of a century later that it took the public consciousness by storm. 'Globalization' surfaced
as the buzzword of the 'Roaring Nineties' because it best captured the increasingly
interdependent nature of social life on our planet. At the end of the opening decade of the twenty
first century, there were millions of references to globalization in both virtual and printed spaces.
Globalization refers to the process by which the world is termed to become a single space;



globalization may be seen as the compression of space. Mcluhan (1960) introduced into the
analysis of culture and mass media the expression 'the globalization’, in order to describe how
the world is shrinking as a result of new technologies of communication. Globalization is a
contested concept; it is loaded with ideological connotation. Its definition varies depending on
the standpoints of international actors. Moreover, its implications for development are viewed
differently by public policy-makers and non-governmental organizations; by elites of the North
and the South and working class of the countries of the two global-political zones. Globalization
is seen as a solution by each of the first of these pairs of actors and as a problem by each of the
second.

However, it is presented by the propagandists of the North as a global consensus on the
path to development for all countries in other words, as a solution. The protagonists of the South,
on their part, see globalization as a problem: they stress that it tends to empower some global
actors and weaken others; that while increasing vertical (i.e. North/South) economic integration,
it tends to establish or consolidate hierarchical relations between the North and the South in a
manner that favors the North (Humphrey, 2001:36). Hence, the social processes that make up
globalization have been analyzed and explained by various commentators in different and often
contradictory ways. Scholars not only hold different views with regard to proper definition of
globalization, they also disagree on its scale, causation, chronology, impact, trajectories and
policy outcomes.

Some experts argue that economic processes are at the core of globalization while some
pointed to political, cultural or ideological aspects. Still others point to environmental processes
as the essence of globalization. Like the blind men in the parable, each globalization researcher
is partly right by correctly identifying one important dimension of the phenomenon in question.
However, their collective mistakes lie in their dogmatic attempts to reduce such a complex
phenomenon as globalization to a single domain that corresponds to their own expertise. Surely
one of the central tasks for global studies as an emerging field must be to devise better ways for
gauging the relative importance of each dimension without losing sight of the inter connected
whole. Globalization has three main dimensions, which are economic process, political process
and cultural process.

Cultural globalization refers to the intensification and expansion of cultural flows across
the globe. Obviously, 'culture' is a very broad concept; it is frequently used in describe the whole
of human experience. By 'cultural’, we are concerned with the symbolic construction,
articulation and dissemination of meanings. Given that language, music, and images constitute
the major forms of symbolic expression, they assume special significance in the sphere of
culture. Facilitated by the internet and other new technologies, the dominant symbolic systems of
meaning of our age - such as individualism, consumerism, and various religious discourses-
circulate more freely and widely than ever before. As images and ideas can be transmitted more
rapidly and easily from one place to another, they profoundly, influenced the way people
experience their everyday lives. Today, cultural practices frequently escape fixed localities such
as towns and nations, eventually acquiring new meanings in interaction with dominant global
themes.

Propelled by the efficiency or appeal of wireless communications, electronic commerce,
popular culture, and international travel, globalization is viewed as a trend toward homogeneity
that will eventually make human experience everywhere essentially the same. This appears
however to be an overstatement at the phenomenon. Although homogenizing influences do
indeed exist, they are far from creating anything akin to a single world culture. Robertson (1992)



objected, with some justification, that analysts have overstated the economic nature of
globalization (free trade, neo-liberalism, or financial deregulation, integrated production
management systems) and neglected its social and cultural characteristics. Theories that
emphasize the technological and economic causes of globalization (such as computerization of
information and communication, or economic and fiscal deregulation in the neo-liberal
revolution and the 1970s) show little appreciation for long-term cultural, religious and social
conditions. Whereas Beck and Giddens tend to see globalization as an aspect of late modernity
(and therefore as related to risk society and reflexive modernization). Robertson has analyzed
long-term cultural developments. These include the unification of global time, the spread of the
Gregorian calendar, the rise of world religions and growth of human rights culture and the
globalization of sports as important long-term developments. Globalization of culture is said to
be the result of the rise of mass tourism, increased migration of people between societies, the
commercialization of cultural products and the global spread of an ideology of consumerism,
which have effect of replacing or supplementing more localized cultures. The marketing
activities of MNCs and the developments of the mass media of communication (which are
mainly owned by MNCSs) contribute to cultural globalization (McDonaldization is a frequently
cited example). This study is unveiling the influence of globalization on the culture of ljero.

Statement of the Problem

Globalization as a concept is not new to the world but it has generated a lot of
controversy with regard to the rise of global culture. Scholars view globalization from different
perspectives. Some scholars believe it has positive impacts on society while some believe it has
negative impacts (Sklair, L., 2003). Many scholars’ opinion leaders, political analysts,
sociologists, etc, have expressed divergent and dissent views regarding effects of globalization
on individuals, nations and the world at large but none has written concerning ljero culture,
which is why the researcher is interested in writing on it.

It is the view of some scholars that western norms and practices are gradually being
transported across the globe as the acceptable way of behavior. In view of this, the rich and
dynamic African cultures have been diluted (Fridah, 1998); (Nsibambi, 2001). Based on the
work of these scholars, the researcher carried out a study to know if these are applicable to ljero
culture-is it possible that the impact of globalization holds same everywhere in the world? In
addition, to what extent has globalization affected ljero culture?

Aims and Objectives of the Study

In view of the fore going, the main imperative of the study is to know if globalization has
any impact on the religious system of ljero people. Specifically, it meant to determine how
globalization has affected the economic life of ljero people; how globalization has affected the
value system of the ljero culture; if globalization has any impact on the norms of the ljero
people; and to establish if globalization has any impact on the mother's tongue of ljero people.
The determination of these goals is crucial for, eventually, it would significant to avert the
drifting consequence of globalization just as many a culture have abandoned their cultural
roots—a development that could only be tamed by inculcating in the upcoming generations our
cultural beliefs and moral values—exposing some of the effects globalization have on our culture
is a proper start to such process; second, knowing the effects will enable one to seek the
appropriate remedies; third, it will be useful to students who intend carrying out a research work
in related topics by providing them with useful information; and, finally, it will help the



government, community leaders and members of ljero society in appreciating their cultural
values.

Clarification of Key Concepts

Globalization according to Anthony Giddens (2016) Globalization is define "as the
intensification of worldwide social relations which link distant localities in such a way that local
happenings are shaped by events occurring many miles away and vice versa". For the sake of this
study, globalization will be used in the place of westernization. Westernization is often regarded
as a part of the on-going process of globalization. Western thoughts have led globalization, and
globalization, propagates western culture leading to the cycle of Westernization.
Culture: is the way of life of people, it is the way in which a particular set of people (as a social
group) live their lives. This comprises of the norms, values, language, beliefs, symbols and any
other characteristic that binds them together. Hence, culture can be seen as a basic social
phenomenon that holds people together as a group and not as a mere collection of individuals.
ljero Culture: This is the distinctive way of life that is exclusively for the ljero people as a
group. It is what brings them together as a group which is accepted by them as the acceptable
way of life which has been passed over from one generation to another.

Literature Review

Some observers see globalization and its effects as the natural result of advances in
communication technologies, particularly, the internet and satellite transmissions of the mass
media. Others viewed it more critically as a process that allows multinational corporations to
expand unchecked (Schaefer R. T,2005:60). Globalization is not universally welcomed. Many
critics see the dominance of "businesses without border™ as benefiting the rich particularly, the
very wealthy in industrial nations. They consider globalization to be a successor to the
imperialists and colonialists that oppressed third world nations for centuries (Schaefer R. T.,
2005:61).

Globalization offers participating countries new opportunities for accelerating growth and
development but, at the same time, it also poses challenges to and imposes constraints on policy
makers in the management of national, regional and global economic systems. While the
opportunities offered by globalization can be large, a question is often raised as to whether the
actual distribution of gains is fair, in particular, whether the poor benefit less than
proportionately from globalization (Machuko and Erik, 2005). Globalization is seen as a solution
by each of the first of these pairs of actors and as a problem by each of the second. In essence,
globalization is the increasing universalization of capitalism. However, it is presented by the
propagandists of the North as a global consensus as the path to development for all countries in
other words, as a solution. The protagonists of the South, on their part, see globalization as a
problem; they stress that it tends to empower some global actors and weaken others: that while
increasing vertical (i.e. North-South) economic integration, it tends to establish or consolidate
hierarchical relations between the North and the South in a manner that favors the North
(Humphrey, 2001).

Globalization and modernity are also conflated in less congenial ways in Berberist
discourse. Occasionally, the struggle for Amazigh rights is presented as part of the worldwide
struggle of indigenous people fighting for their cultural identities against the tyrannical
homogenizing impulses of globalization (Bruce, 2001). Further, globalization is viewed "as a



whirlwvind of relentless and disruptive change which leaves governments helpless and leaves a
trail of economic, social cultural and environmental problems in its wake™ (Brittan, 1998:2).

Accordingly, Nsibanu (2001) incorporated five concepts in defining and explaining
globalization as a "process of advancement and increase in interaction among the world's
countries and people facilitated by progressive technological changes in communication,
political and military power, knowledge and skills, as well as interfacing of cultural values,
systems and practices". He noted that globalization is not a value-free, innocent, self-determining
process. It is an international socio-politico-economic and cultural permeation process facilitated
by policies of governments, private corporations, international agencies and civil society
organizations. It essentially seeks to enhance and deploy economic, political, technological,
ideological and military powers and influences for competitive domination in the world.

The term, culture is bot specific and eclectic. There are levels of culture, which can be
larger or smaller than a nation. Diffusion and migration carry cultural traits and patterns to
different areas. Such traits are shared across national boundaries. Nations also include cultural
differences associated with ethnicity, religion and social class (Conrad Philip, 2002:283). Culture
that is distinctive to humanity refers to customary behavior and beliefs that are passed on through
enculturation. Culture rests on the human beings, which lead them to think and act in
characteristic ways.

According to Durkheim (1893), "society becomes more complex and leads to
undermining of traditional authorities, norms, values, beliefs...."” In other words, societies
become anomic as they become complex. Culture is some kind of information that human beings
are not born with but they need in order to interact with each other in social life. It must be learnt
during the long process of education, socialization, maturing and growing old (Nkosinathi,2002).
Change destabilizes societal norms and constraints of traditional societies. In a stable society, the
authority of the elders in a community is well grounded. They have had more experience in life
and that experience can be of a valuable aid to the younger ones. Part of that experience has been
made to become customs, norms and laws. The guides and constraints are of utmost relevance to
the problem that faces members of a community daily. Nevertheless, in a rapidly. culture is the
totality of the way of life of a group of people that has been developed, shaped and practiced
over the years. The development of these cultural norms and practices are shaped by the
environment and the needs of the people over the years as societies develop and modernize these
cultural practices undergo changes to reflect the changing times to better serve the needs of the
people. This means that culture is not stagnant. It is constantly undergoing evolutions based on
the changes in the environment in which it exists (Baffoe, 2005).

Culture is not an abstraction; it is a living open totality that evolves by constantly
integrating individual and collective choices that are taken in interaction with other similar
wholes. It expresses itself in diverse ways without being reducible to ‘works'. Culture is the
product of a complex inheritance constantly submitted to scrutiny and the need to adopt a
constant conquest to achieve (Jean, 2002).

Over the last two decades, there has been a burgeoning interest in the concept of culture;
unfortunately, there has not been much precision in its use. As a result, the concept has been used
in a number of different ways that tend to overlap with one another. Culture is a way of life.
Social groups may be differentiated from each other by their differing attitudes, beliefs,
languages, dress, manners, tastes in food, music or interior decoration and a host of other
features, which comprises a way of life. Such differentiations may occur at different levels. For
example, youth cultures may be separated from each other by their different ways of life, as



many generations or social classes. At the other end of the scale, it is clear that whole societies
have different cultures or ways of life. It is often claimed that modern societies are becoming
increasingly culturally fragmented. In these circumstances, it becomes less clear whether or not
such societies can be said to have common culture (Nichola, Stephen and Bryan, 2006).

Akinwumi has maintained that the people's physical appearances which today are
predominantly foreign, are a reflection of alienation from their culture and practices. He
regretted that "youths in their dressing and reasoning no longer appreciated the ideas of our
culture, blaming parents whose negative attitudes towards our cultural values had adversely
influenced the youths who prefer anything foreign to whatever is produced locally (Nigerian
Tribune 24 September,2009:19).

Hence, cultural globalization involves one dominant view of globalization is to see it as a
process of homogenization that is the reduction of the world to an American 'global village'.
Accordingly, American culture, for instance, Coca-Cola, Microsoft software, McDonalds, Levi
Jeans, Rock music and Budweiser beer has become dominant everywhere. American capitalism
has been so successful that it has let to the successful global imposition of
Americanization...underpinned by the ideological work that its commodities supposedly done in
effectively destroying indigenous cultures and imposing an American way of life on local
populations™(Storey,2003:109). Each society has its own set of ethical codes and values,
traditions and conventions. While it is good to be open to new ideas for a positive change the
choice should lie with the recipient. In this era of globalization, however, the people of the
developing societies are being bombarded so heavily through the electronic media that they
hardly are left with options or choice. Through cable Television and Internet, the MNCs are
successfully promoting consumers and even Western values. This creates big adjustment
problems in developing societies.

Most of the people in these societies do not get even the basic amenities and even those
who get cannot afford the luxuries being promoted aggressively. This leads to frustration,
adjustment problems and materialist approach to life.

Globalization opens people's lives to other cultures and all their creativity and to the flow
of ideas and values. As cultures interact, some cultures are being diluted and or destroyed at the
expense of others and negative values are been spread all over the world with relative ease.
Information and communication technologies have eased interaction among countries and
people. The world is now divided between the connected, who know and who have a monopoly
of almost everything, and the isolated, who do not know and who practically have nothing
(Yeboah Kwame).

Cultural diversity is now a fact of life in today's global village. Many people have been
experiencing the negative effects of the globalization process. Towards the end of the last
century, there have been some protest movements against globalization or a new world
economic, political, cultural, technological, religious order and the way the pros and cons of a
new global world have been assessed (Nkosinathi,2002). According to Coertze (1973: 61), there
are as many cultures as there are people. Cultures are deployed differently and it takes different
meanings in other histories and in other places. Many people are suspicious of this new world
order, fearing that it is being built on the triumphs of one or another people or culture or class.
Certainly, the process of globalization disrupts fragile societies and disrupts traditional identities
(Nkosinathi,2002). The effect of globalization has had on cultures is immense and diverse. It has
affected people’s cultural behaviors in different ways. People have had to change their living
ways. The loud economy advertisement rhythms of the famous coca-cola drinks can be heard



across boundaries in towns, cities and townships and even in remote rural areas where drinking
water is a problem to get... (Muyale-Manenji,1998).

Another criticism of globalization comes from people who feel overwhelmed by global
culture. Decision makers are likely to be far removed culturally and spiritually from the daily
lives of individuals. Moreover, when cultural change can come from any part of the global
village, no single style can dominate a local community for long. Embedded in the concept of
globalization is the notion of a cultural domination of developing nations by more affluent
nations. Simply put,people lose their traditional values and begin to identify with the culture of
the dominant nations. They may discard or neglect their native language and dress as they
attempt to copy the icons of mass-market entertainment and fashion (Schaefer, 2005: 61).
Malinowski (1950:66) believes however, that no institution could have been changed by the
action of the people to whose social system it belongs. He saw change in terms of diffusion,
which was occasioned by the external pressure of colonial rule. That cultures are embodied in
particular identities should not hinder the quest for common values. Each culture is an effort to
reach the universal, but none can claim to have a monopoly on it. Universality is not
synonymous with uniformity. No society could work without a system of representation and
action common to its members that distinguish it from others. Relation between Globalization
Rescarch Center at the University of Hawaii have identified five key variables that influences the
globalization of languages. (1) Number of languages; (2) movement of people; (3) foreign
languages and tourism; (4)Internet languages and (5) International scientific publications.

The rising significance of the English language has a long history reaching back to the
birth of British colonialism in the late 16th century. At that time, only approximately seven (7)
million people used English as their mother tongue. By the 1990s, this number had swollen to
over 350 million native speakers, with about 400 million more using English as a second
language. Today, more than 50% of the content posted in the Internet is in English. Almost half
of the world's growing populations of foreign students are enrolled at institutions in Anglo-
American countries.

At the same time, however, the number of spoken languages in the world has dropped
from 14,500 in 1500 to less than 700 in 2007. Given the current rate of decline, some linguists
predict that 50 to 90% of the currently existing languages will have disappeared by the end of the
twenty- first century. (Manfred, 2009).

Methodology

The study area for this research is ljero town, the headquarters of ljero Local government
Area in EKkiti State, Nigeria. The main language spoken by the indigenes is Ekiti dialect of the
Yoruba language. Ogbe was the founder of Ijero and he was a direct descendant of Olofin Odua
of lle-Ife. He was among the topmost sons of Olofin Odua. He stayed with his people in a quarter
in lle-Ife called Ita-Ajero and he left lle-Ife with his people by the time somne Yoruba Obas
made decision to leave lle-Ife. Before they finally settled at their present site after leaving Ita-
Ajero in Ife,events revealed that they settled at four different places and they are: Eba Osa;
Ilede;Atose and llokuno. ljero is a town of considerable importance in EKkiti State, for in this
place,all Ekiti kings assembled and consulted together as to where they will all go to, hence,
bearing the name of Ajoro, which means "where we assemble and consult together” which is
now called ljero. Ogbe who was the first king of ljero, he was a powerful and a very good
monarch. He reigned for 11(eleven) years (1376-1387). Ajero Ogbe died and was buried by his
people in llokuno, the last place they stayed before they finally settled in their present location.



As a result of Ajero Ogbe been buried in llokuno, it has become a tradition that any Ajero who
died at ljero must be buried in llokuno unless the people decides otherwise.

The ljero people generally are peaceful and law abiding. The Ajero is the
traditional/political head of the people. He is one of the Yoruba Obas recognized as a crowned
head and as the fourth in seniority among the Olofin Odua. ljero town heads the twenty-one (21)
under the titular rule of the Ajero.ljero town is made up of four (4) major quarters. The area is
approximately 237square miles and its population was 31,173 as at 1936: 165,798 as at 1963,
and 221,405 as at 2006. Three quarters of ljero District are cocoa farmers. They also plant food
crops on a large scale for local consumption. They have begun to establish coffee and rice
plantations on a small scale. Few farmers are engage in tertiary jobs and petty trading such as
cloth weaving, gold smiting, carpentry, bricklaying and blacksmithing. The women engage
themselves in mostly weaving and pottery industry as well as in timber works. The sample for
this study is purposive sample method. The researcher nsed purposive sample method in order to
get a firsthand information about the study area. Some selected members of the town were
interviewed through the aid of in-depth Interview schedule. The study design for this research is
based on careful and thorough in-depth interview with the custodians of the land, political
leaders and religious leaders on the impact of globalization on ljero culture.

The method and techniques that was used in collecting data and other information for this
research consist of primary and secondary sources. The primary sources include in-depth
interviews and the secondary source includes a survey of some existing related literature
(newspaper, books, journals written by scholars, inter alia). Descriptive method of data analysis
was employed. Interviews that displayed the range and variety of views on each questions were
analyzed, and interpretation followed.

The Extant Bond of Unity among the ljero-EKkiti

The custodians of the land agreed that they have various traditional and ceremonial
activities that they celebrate together as a group. They unanimously agreed that the 'Oysen
festival™ is the most important and most famous traditional ceremonial activity and it comes up
in the month of Yogun' which is August in the English calendar and it is an annual event, which
is celebrated for seven (7) days. The political leaders said the ljero community has traditional
ceremonial activities they celebrate together as a group but the major one is the Oywn festival’
that is celebrated annually in the month of August. The religious leaders agreed that the ljero
community has traditional ceremonial activities they celebrate as a group but the most celebrated
one is the 'Ogun festival', It involves all social, religious, educational classes; during this festival,
people forget their differences and come together as a group.

The Function(s) of The Ogan Festival

Based on the interview carried out with the various categories of respondents on the
interview question "can you tell me the function (s) of this traditional ceremonial activity?" The
various categories of respondents responded as follows: The custodians of the land said the Ogun
Festival'has many functions.That the foremost is to appreciate the god of ogan' (god of iron) for
the preservation of life and for not allowing them to meet with destruction even as they work
with iron tools. They said it is also the time for carrying out rituals for protection, for the coming
year on behalf of the people. Secondly, it serves as a means of unification. Some said it is the
time for choosing life partners and others said it is a period the barren in the land pray through
Oro',a masquerade believed to give children to the barren women that comes out during the



Ogun Festival and the request of the barren women will be granted them as it is also a
period/time for feasting. The political leaders said Ogun festival serves as a time of unification of
the people. People meet old friends, schoolmates and family members. During this period, the
sons and daughters of the land in their various groups (age group) hold meetings for the
betterment of the people and the land. It also serves as a period for reward both positive and
negative. In addition, the political leaders opined that due to the large turnout of people during
this festival, the politicians use it as a medium to let people know their political ambitions while
it also serves as a time for merriment—wining and dining.

The religious leaders said the functions are one, to worship God through Ogun. It also
serves as a period of rest because people do not go to farm this period, they all leave their farm
and come to the main town to feast. One of the leaders from Christendom said and | quote "In
the good olden days, they do not believe that they can speak to the Almighty God by themselves,
so they think the idols are the middlemen between them and God and that is why they worship
Ogun and other idols" meaning the Ogun Festival serves as a medium where the people worship
God. According to him, Christians do not part-take in the worship of Ogan during the festival
though they come around only to see the festival as a means of unification"

Analysis: The Experience of Globalization the ljero-EKkiti

Based on the interviews carried out with the various categories of respondents on the
interview question "has Western way of life been experienced in ljero"”, the various categories of
respondents responded as follows: The custodians of the land all agreed that globalization has
been experienced in ljero. The political leaders accepted the fact that globalization has been
experienced in ljero. In addition, the religious leaders also accepted that globalization has indeed
been experienced in ljero. Based on the interviews carried out with the various categories of
respondents on the interview question "can you tell me through what means the Western way of
life has reached this town and for how long has it been experienced"? The various categories of
respondents, responded as follows: The custodians of the land said that globalization was first
experienced with the coming of the White man to ljero; that their coming was the first contact
the people had with the western way of life and this was around 1850.

The political leaders said the first contact was around the 1850s by the personal coming
of the White men to ljero. One of the political leader said after the white men left, a daughter of
the land in the person of Mama Doherty who was taken away to Europe as a slave came back
home and introduced Christianity, which is a Western way of life and this was around 1857.
Nevertheless, thereafter, the contact continued through technology (Television, Internet and
migration (traveling). The religious leader traced the experience of globalization to the coming of
Mama Doherty, who was once taken to Europe as a slave in the era of slave trade. She came
back home and introduced Christianity which about education. She also introduced to her
followers the new way of life she acquired from the Western culture. The overview of the
research question "has globalization gotten to ljero community” based on the responses from the
interview carried out, it is obvious that globalization has gotten to ljero community through
personal contact and technology and it all started far back around the 1850s.

Changes in the Functions of Ogan Festival

Based on the interview conducted with the various categories of respondents on the
interview question "is the function(s) still the same to what it used to be in the time of our
forefathers?" To this, the various categories of respondents responded. The custodians of the



land responded with some divergent views. While some maintained the view that the functions
are still as it was in the time of our ancestors, others are of the view that, though the functions are
still the same but some of the activities have changed while the remaining others are of the view
that some of the functions have changed just as some of the activities have also changed.
Example of the functions that have changed is that of the barren women, women no longer wait
for 'Oro’ before looking for solution to their problems and Christianity has made many not to
believe in 'Oro' again. Example of the activities that changed is the 'Edi' activity, which is now
seen as barbaric while human sacrifice has also stopped. Instead of human sacrifice, they now
use animals for the sacrifices.

For the political leaders, one of them said, the functions are still the same to what it used
to bein the time of our ancestors but some of the practices during the festival has changed.
Another said it (function) is no longer, what it used to be in the time of our ancestors and the last
person said it is still the same and it can never change. For the religious leaders, for some, the
functions are not the same as to what it used to be in the time of our ancestors because of the
introduction of foreign religion and another said, it is still the same as to what it used to be in the
time of our ancestors.

The Factors that Led to changes in Ogun festival

From the interview carried out with the various categories of the respondents on the
interview question "what do you think led to these changes?;the various categories of
respondents responded as follows: The custodians of the land, for those that said the functions
and or the activities during the Ogun Festival is not what it used to be in the times of our
ancestors, said what led to these changes was as a result of the contact with the Western way of
life (globalization) through which Christianity, education ete was introduced to the people. One
of the custodians of the land said and I quote: "Ah! It is civilization yes the Western civilization
that led to these changes".

The political leaders who said the functions and or practices are what it used to be just
like in the time of our ancestors also agreed that the changes are as a result of western
civilization. The religious leaders also in agreement said the changes are caused by the contact
we had and still having with the Western world. They emphasize that these changes have to do
with the introduction of foreign religion, which is against most of our native practices and
beliefs.

The overview and interpretation of the research question "what unify the people of ljero
as a group" based on the responses from the interview carried out with the three categories of
respondents show that the people of ljero have various traditional ceremonial activities that
unifies them. Nevertheless, the major one is the Ogun festival, which has been in existence right
from the days of our ancestors and this Ogun Festival have various functions it serves for the
people.

There are controversies about the changes in the functions and practices of the Ogun
Festival in the time of our ancestors and now. For some, the functions are still the same but the
practices are no longer, what it used to be. While for some, both functions and practices are no
longer the same to what it used to bein the time of our ancestors and for a very few, nothing has
changed in both functions and practices. A large number of respondents believe that there are
changes either in one aspect or in both. Change has occurred and these changes are traceable to
globalization. It is therefore obvious that globalization has affected this aspect of the people's
culture.



The Overall Impact of Globalization on ljero-EKkiti Culture

- Religion: From the interview carried out with the various categories of the respondents on the
interview question "looking at our religion in the time of our forefathers and now, will you say
the Western way of life has affected it in any way;how?" The various categories of respondents
responded as follows: The custodians of the land said that globalization has really affected our
religion in that before the contact with globalization the entire indigenes worship God in our
traditional ways. However, with the introduction of Christianity, which is the first and most
dominant of the foreign religion in ljero, division entered our religion. These divisions now
brought up three fashions; those who stuck to the traditional religion; those who do both the
traditional and Christianity religion. For example, one of the respondents said: "I go to church
and 1 still play my role as the 'Olodo oye' by performing my rites in the shrine of our ancestors,
going to church does not stop me because in the church, it is God we call on and when am
performing my rites in the shrine, it is God | also call". The last fashion are those who only
practice Christianity but among these, there are some who when things become too difficult
secretly consult the traditional religion for solution.

The political leaders said globalization has affected the religion of our people with the
introduction of Christianity, which is one of Western ways of life. So many people drifted from
the traditional religion to Christianity. One of the respondents said "Christianity has turn 'Ogun
Festival for some of our people to mere entertainment, they no longer attach any spirituality to it
the way our ancestors did". It is of their view that since the 1850s until date, the traditional
religion has been losing ground to Christianity and other foreign religions. The religious leaders
"it has affected our religion grossly because a great number of people now practice the Western
religion and only a handful (few) still practice the traditional religion fully and same rituals are
no longer practiced”. For some of these religious leaders, Christianity is the answer the people
needed but one of them though a Christian did not see Christianity as the ultimate; "it gas
affected it very seriously, there was trust then but now when Christianity came no more trust for
one another though they said the key word for Christianity is love but then the love was very
high compare to now"

- Value System: Based on the interview carried out with the various categories of the
respondents on the interview question "as people with unique culture, we have value system
which was cherished and treasured by our forefathers; to what extent has the Western way of life
affected this value system?". The various categories reveal that as for the custodians of the land,
a large number of them said globalization has affected the values of their people seriously and
this effect is negative on our culture. Respect for royalty and elders have diminished. "/n those
days, as you are talking to me now, you will stay a far distance from me. When you came, you
have togo down on both knees and remain so until you finish talking or till I ask you to stand up
but these days nobody cares; one can even shake hands with me, it is not our tradition, respect is
no more the way it used to be, the western way of life has changed our values"”. However, for a
little few, they believe the value system has not changed but rather has been modified. "Well |
will say our value system is still the same, it is just that it has been modified to suit the present
age, yes modification has been done where needed". "Our forefathers gave out their daughter’s
hand in marriage to any man of their choice and the women remained there till death in
submission to their husbands but these days, it is not so, no father can choose a husband for his
daughter and these days that they choose for themselves, they hardly staying the marriage”. A
large number of the custodians of the land see globalization as an agent of destruction to the



values of their people while a few sees it as an agent of innovation to the value system. For the
political leaders, it is a different life now to that of our ancestors, things our ancestors attached
importance to; these days no longer seem relevant.

Before the advent of globalization, they lived a homogeneous life but now it is

heterogeneous life-individualistic life. "In terms of religion, in the time of our forefathers, we
used worship the gods together as a group of people but today, you see everybody doing it their
own way, some are Christian, Muslim, traditional religion even in one nuclear family you see
there is division now; there is no longer oneness”. They also said respect for elders and authority
is one of those things cherished and treasured by our ancestors but today it is no longer held in
high esteem;all in the name of Western education and civilization. For the religious leaders, the
story is pathetic. Morals have been thrown to the air, there is societal decay. The unity, peace,
trust, honesty that was -35-once cherished by our ancestors is no longer there. They said
globalization has really affected our value system negatively: "It has affected it very seriously. In
those days, no 'Obatala Priest' will criticize an '‘Ogun Priest’, they will unite to worship their
gods; when 'Ifa Priest' says something, people believe it and the 'Ifa priest' will not tell lies but
now we have fake pastors and sorry, the condition we are now is caused by Christianity”. In
addition, they said that because of change in our religion, it has also brought about change in our
value system.
- Civilization and Morality: From the interview carried out with the various categories of
respondents on the interview question, "we have norms as a group guiding our behavior,
comparing its effectiveness to the times of our ancestors and now;, is there any difference?” The
various categories of respondents believe the custodians of the land said the norms are not as
effective as it used to be in the times of our ancestors, for there are many differences now. In the
times of our ancestors, they had just the traditional ruler when globalization have not being
introduced but now, it is not just the traditional leaders that lead the people; we also have
government outside traditional rulers and they rather have upper hand over the traditional ruler.
"Well these days those norms are not that effective because of civilization, before the Oba is the
one that has the final say over any case but now it is no longer so. If you are not pleased with the
Oba's decision, you can take your case to the Police and then to the court™.

The political leaders said the norms guiding our behavior are no longer effective as it
used to be in the times of our ancestors. To them, the system of governance has changed, the
times of our ancestors, it was just the affair of the traditional rulers but now, it is not so; the
traditional ruler no longer have such right over the people. "Before the advent of Western ways
of life, we have rules which were based on taboos and these rules are not democratic. If you
offend the gods or go against the laws of the land, you can be excommunicated or killed and in
those days (times) the Obas has the final say". They said it is no longer as effective as it used to
be because the people now have higher authorities, who they can go to if they, feel they are being
victimized and this they said has caused a lot of malfunctioning in the community. "Look at what
is happening in our government today, corruption everywhere; if it were to being those days-in
the times of the Alafin of Oyo, the person will be killed". The religious leaders in their response
said that our norms are no longer as effective as it used to be. They said globalization has
reduced its effectiveness because of the introduction of another kind of governance that higher
than the traditional ruler.

- Language: The interviews on the interview question; "Our mother tongue is dying gradually
these days; youths hardly speak fluently their mother tongue, how has Western ways of life
affected it?" reveal that globalization has brought about the gradual dying of our mother tongue



because they introduced Western education to us and these schools use English language to teach
the students. They said these days because of Western civilization, children start school at tender
ages (infants), this was not so before, and they spend most of the daytime in school where they
communicate with them in English language. They also said that because people now travel from
their places of origin, they stay in towns where their language is not spoken; they find it difficult
to learn their language. "Some parents these days see it as a pride for their children to speak
English language better than their local language all in the name of civilization which is not
supposed to be". To them, the introduction of the Western ways of life is the reason why youths
cannot speak fluently their mother tongue.

The political leaders said youths hardly speak fluently their mother tongue because of the
Western education in addition, the schools the youth, these days, use only English as their means
of communication. English language is made compulsory while our mother tongue is made
optional, as there is no provision for it in the school's curriculum. Moreover, they said that these
days' children barely know how to talk before they start going to school and because of acquiring
a particular standard of living, parents hardly have enough time for their children. Children are
left in the mercies of house helps who also communicate with them in English language. These
they said is also a result of Western civilization but in those days, mothers are always with their
children. Another way they said globalization has affected our mother tongue is through
migration from home of origin to another geographical zone, before globalization they said there
was nothing like migration; at best you can travel then is the nearby village, where you still
communicate in the same language. The religious leaders asserted that the inability of the youths
to speak fluently their mother tongue is because of exposure to more than one language. Unlike
before the Western civilization when a child is expose only to his mother tongue all his life
because that is the only language his kinsmen speaks but now there are Western languages the
most common of which is the English language. -38-This the child acquires through Westem
education and from within and outside his community where he mixes up with other students
from other ethnic groups and teachers from other ethnic groups because for there to be
communication, there must be interaction in a language that is understandable to all. In so doing,
the child speaks more of English language than his mother tongue that makes it difficult for him
to be fluent on it.

Some parents according to the religious leaders, in the name of being educated and
civilized will want their children to speak English language more. This to them is pride and they
introduce thei children English language first and by the time the children are growing up, it
becomes difficult for them to speak their mother tongue because English language has been
introduced to them as the first language. These children may end up not being able to speak their
mother tongue. "Western civilization is the cause of the dying of our mother tongue™.

- Economic Life: The interviews also, on the interview question, "our economic life as a people
has been farming, petty trading and unskilled labor, looking at what it is today, how will you say
the Western way of life has affected it?" reveal globalization has had a negative effect because
almost everybody want to be educated and after acquiring Western education none wants to drop
the certificate and go to farm. They said because of this, there is food shortage in tne-39-
community and that is why prices for foodstuff are very high. The political leaders agreed that
the Western way of life has affected our economic life positively in that there are various kinds
of jobs now compared to what it used to be in the times of our ancestors. They also argued that
what have advantages also have disadvantages; they argued that the introduction of Western
education has reduced the number of farmers, which has resulted to food shortage in the



community. To them, Western ways of life has affected our economy positively because there
are different job opportunities unlike the times of our ancestors, which was restricted to farming,
petty trading and unskilled labor. One of them also emphasized that education does not stop an
individual from farming.

The religious leaders are of the view that globalization has affected our economic life
negatively. They said in those days men work hard for their money but these days all in the name
of Western education and qualification, people see themselves to be too superior to do certain
jobs like farming or do an unskilled job; even when they cannot secure a job of the class they
think they belong and at the end of the day, they do all manner of illegal things to acquire
money. They said it was not so in those days and that is why there is high level of crime
everywhere. These days, people want quick money, they do not want to labor.

They also pointed out that because of Western education, which has reduced the number of
farmers; there have been food shortage in the community.

Thus on the interview question; "taking an overview of the Western way of life, what will
you generally say about the impact on our culture; how has it affected ljero community?" the
various categories of respondents sum up the custodians of the land were not unanimous in their
agreement on the impact of globalization on the community. One said, itis more on the positive
side and another said it has no positive effect on our culture; that all globalization has brought is
negative impact and for the others they said globalization has both positive and negative impact.
The political leaders are of the view that globalization has affected ljero community both
positively and negatively. For the religious leaders, globalization has affected our culture
positively and negatively. The overview on the research question "what impact has globalization
made on the culture of ljero?". From the interview carried out with various categories of
respondents on the various interview questions under this research question it is seen basically
that the impact globalization has made on ljero's culture is of two (2); it has made a positive and
a negative impact. In the sense that Western way of life (Christianity) has helped to put an end to
inhuman practices and some of its ways has also destroy some good aspect of our culture. Like in
those days, people are faithful and honest in everything they do because the fearfor wrath of the
gods was in them but these days, people say God is a merciful God; they commit all sorts of evils
believing that God will always forgive them whenever they ask for mercy.

Recommendations and Conclusion

The purpose of the study is to know the impact of globalization on ljero culture. The
researcher has been able to carry out research study on "the impact of globalization on ljero
culture” to satisfy her curiosity. It was found that in ljero culture, globalization has made two (2)
influence-positive and negative. In contrast to what Sklair (2003) said, "Scholars view
alelatizatisnodfremAdiffiereatioperspectiales. Some scholars believe it has positive impacts on
society while some believe it has negative impacts”. The findings among the ljero confirmed
affirm that Western norms and practices are gradually being spread across the globe as the
acceptable way of behavior from the responses of some respondents. During the interview, it was
obvious that they have come to accept the Western norms and practices at the expense of their
traditional norms and practices. It was observed also, that despite the Western norms and
practices, some of their traditional norms and practices are still in place.

Globalization has its own set of cultural attendants that exercise a profound influence on
the life of people everywhere. By definition, globalization makes all other cultures local
nevertheless, to a large proportion of people all over the world, their culture is not local; it is




central to their lives and tier identities. Globalization eclipse or at least subordinates all previous
ways of answering need and of dealing with vicissitudes of human life. All other ways of life are
diminished and marginalized at a glance. Our culture has been diluted like what other stdies has
said earlier.

Globalization has affected ljero-Ekiti culture badly because our language has been-43-
affected negatively by the introduction of Western education, which has made it impossible for
those from the elite background to communicate with their mother tongue. Even at home, most
parents do not consider it expedient to communicate with their children in their mother tongue,
which should be the first language. It is obvious that such children learn English language first
from their parents and peers. The reasons assigned to this sudden change of events are that
English is valuable, and highly necessary hence, they are well pleased when the children are
fluent in it. It has been established that "a lost language is a lost culture a lost culture is
invaluable knowledge lost". If you want to destroy a culture, destroy the language first because
language is the vehicle of every culture. It is through language, that culture is passed from one
generation to another. It was also discovered in the study that the ljero are cultivating the
materialistic and individualistic habits and values previously associated with the Western culture.
This has come because of structural change in the ljero economy.

With the finding so far in relation to other earlier studies, it is obvious that the impact
globalization hold is the same everywhere in the world. It is very important to note that whilst
globalization offers great opportunities for growth and development, its benefits are very
unevenly shared and their costs are unevenly spread. While globalization has positive,
innovative, dynamic aspect, it also has negative, disruptive and marginalizing aspects. For this
reason, the researcher suggests that globalization should be seen as a change process full of
opportunities and challenges that must be carefully and skillfully harnessed and managed to
ensure human development. The positive aspect of globalization on ljero culture are (1)
information and communication technologies which has brought about development; (2)
abolishment of outmoded and some obnoxious cultural practices. The negative aspect of
globalization on ljero are: (1) localizing of ljero culture;(2) dying mother tongue and (3) ljero's
culture has been diluted. Now that our culture has been diluted what is the impact of a diluted
culture on the way of life of the ljero? This work attempted to sum the benefits and challenges of
globalization on ljero culture and based on these findings. Accordingly, the work makes three-
dimensional recommendations.

The first is directed to the government and the Ministry of education. Traditional
language (mother tongue) should be highly place and made compulsory for every student and not
as an optional subject. The leaders and parents, they should showcase our culture, cherish and
treasure it and let the youths know its importance because no matter how hard we try to run from
our culture, some day we will be in need of it. To the youths, destroy the mentality that the
Western culture is superior to our traditional culture, no culture is superior to another, we all
have our different unique cultures, be proud of ours. A general recommendation for all; our task
as citizens is to understand and manage globalization doing our best to encourage it favorable
aspect and keep its negative consequences at bay. That is any cultural practices noted to be
totally counter-productive and has no place in the development of ljeno ought to be scrapped.
This is a clear instance of the proverb "you take what is good and leave the residue™.
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