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Abstract

This paper examined the Evolution of Social Studies Education in the World of
Difference: (The American, British and Nigerian Perspectives). This paper
contended that, the controversy about the origin of social studies has given
birth to two schools of thought. This paper argued that this controversy could
be attributed to the controversial nature of man which is the crux and thrust of
social studies curriculumin every country of the world. To this end, this paper
discussed inter alia the origin of social studies in America, Britain and
Nigeria, the reasons for the infusion of social studies into Nigerian
educational system, the nature, scope and objectives of social studies. This
paper advocated for an African oriented social studies curriculum that would
suit the needs, challenges, philosophies, ideological principles and aspirations
of countries of Africa.

The controversy about the origin of Social Studmes given birth to two
schools of thought. This is because a number ofaE&tudies scholars such as Osho
(1999), Ireyefoju (1998), Osakwe and Itedjere ()993doh (1989), Ezegbe (1987)
ascribed the origin of Social Studies to the Unigtdtes of America. In support of this
assertion, Osakwe and Itedjere (1993), averredtheatoncept of Social Studies was
first developed in the United States of America katdr, the subject found its way into
Europe, especially Britain. However, another schoblthought led by Geoff and
Gleeson (1976), Aina (1982), Urevbu (1990), Jo®9() and Saxe (1999), are of the
view that Social St4dies originated in the Westeorld. According to Mezieobi and
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Domike (1996), Saxe (1991), quips that the fouratf Social Studies education had
its beginning in Great Britain after 1820s and glyispread to the United States. Thus,
the origin of Social Studies has become an acadeomandrum for expert in Social
Studies education. This problem can be attributethé controversial nature of man
which is the main focus of Social Studies in evasyntry of the world.

Hadolf (1984) has advocated that environmentalenéges and societal needs
are greatly responsible for the opening of new tfeve and the expansion of
knowledge. For instance, the Greek Athenians wiongied the North-eastern littorals
of the Mediterranean Sea became maritime and coomhén character and this gave
birth to the study of marine navigation/astrologyd a&commerce, and consequently the
establishment of colonies along the Mediterraneaasicand most parts the ancient
wane (Osho 1999). Similarly, the emergence and ldpreent of Social Studies in
America, Britain, and Nigeria can be attributeccéstain experiences that are peculiar
to these countries. Let us discuss these expedetia led to the evolution and
development of Social Studies in the world using #ibove mentioned countries as
paradigms.

The American (United States) Experience

Social Studies started in United States of Ameirica893 and was introduced
into the American school curriculum in 1916. Thiasaas a result of some American
scholars who thought that controversial issuesdiety could not be tackled effectively
by topics of the ancient and modern history (Ireyefl998). The American desire for
industrialization gave rise to the situation whehe United States became highly
engrossed in science and technology at the expainebaracter development of the
American citizens. This scientific mentality madee tUnited States a nation of
gangsters where robbery, assassination, fraudstedsyarious dimensions of crimes
and assaults prevailed. Thus, there was the idsioiglo moral decadence in the United
States at this period of American history. Thishécause promiscuity, drunkenness,
drug abuse, drug trafficking, nepotism racism aigh ldegree of corrupt practices are
prevalent in the United States. More so, there vaenple evidence that human rights,
privileges and responsibilities were not being eetpd. This necessitated several acts
of lawlessness and lack of societal and communaiady among the citizenry in the
United States at that period of history. The Amamioation had become a multi-racial,
multi- linguist and multinational society and theweas need for a cohesive and
harmonious inter-personal relationship among thigeriry. Hence: Social Studies as a
cultural binding and attitudinal modifier was pevesl as a ready and handy tool for the
cementing together of American diversities (Osh®8)9It should be made clear that, at
this period of American history, there was needdaitize the American society with
relevant knowledge, skills, competences, valuesStudés and character that were
required to emancipate the nation from the cocdomaral decadence and from the
shackles of lawlessness. To this end, Social Studas seen as the most appropriate,
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relevant and required discipline that could brithgwat a worthwhile knowledge, skills
and value orientation as well as attitudinal chanigethe citizens of America. Thus,
Social Studies was the panacea to the social, egongolitical, cultural, educational,
scientific and technological problems of the Amanctate.

The National Education Association (NEA) and thaidfel Council for Social
Studies played significant roles in the developmeihSocial Studies in the United
States of America. The (N.E.A.) through its comeston Social Studies, recommended
that Social Studies should be seen as a distietit Bf study and that it should be
incorporated into the educational programme of Wméted States of America in the
year 1916. The (NCSS) was enthusiastically and rpatigally publishing Social
Studies text books, handbills, journals and somassto educate the American citizens
on the need to accept and embrace Social Studeesias qua non for the development
of American nation.

The NCSS also organises seminars, workshops andugsaprogrammes in
educational institutions to ensure that Social ®wdducators, experts, students and the
general public are abreast with societal issuespaoblems (Osho 1998). The NCSS,
stated inter alia the objectives of Social Studighe United States as follows:

» The fostering of democratic principle

* Promoting national unity among state and peopldésefJnited States of America.

» Educating the Americans on their rights, privileges responsibilities.

» Inculcating nationalistic attitude and nationaldesi and

» Training the American to be world citizens easitiaptable and integrative in new
situation globally.

Thus, the essence of Social Studies educationeirutiited States is to prepare young
people to be humane, rational, participating aitizén a world that is becoming
increasingly interdependent (NCSS).

The British Experience

The origin and development of Social Studies intdni has it root in the
aftermath of the first and second world wars. Thenense devastations of the first and
second world wars, rising unemployment, recessaons the threat of another world
war led to the question about the nature and aifrscloooling (Urevbu 1990). The
decorum, justice, fair-play, acceptable ethicah@ples and religious tenacity which
had hitherto been the hallmark in European Stata® gvay to permissiveness and
moral decadence (Osho 1999). Similarly, the coneatwdure of the British economy
and the political quagmire as well as the sociahaces that followed the wars created
situations were the masses became jobless, hoboesdicants, frustrated, mal-
adjusted, intolerant and were left melancholic. ¢¢gerthere was the urgent need to re-
orientate Britons with a new curriculum packagesdo be good citizens of Britain and
the wd This urgent need to create a better Bramtiety out of the war battered and
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ravaged Britons led to the introduction of Socialdies in Britain. As a result of this
understanding of the values of Social Studies aulgating in the citizens the relevant
knowledge, skills and values and attitudes, attsmpere made to reform the
conventional curriculum and introduce a whole wgrigf Social Studies with emphasis
on citizenship, democracy, and contemporary sastles (Urevbu 1990). Thus, the
understanding of values of Social Studies in ingthg in the citizens the relevant
knowledge, skills, values, competences and attituelguired for good citizenship led to
the formation of Social Studies movement in Brit&irl946. According to Windhock
(1978), as reported by Osho (1999), the mandaengw the Social Studies movement
in Britain in the year 1946 include:

1. The teaching and imbibing of the right kind of miles and values.

2. The exposition of the British citizens to world edtion by sensitizing them
with global issues of concern and showing the degpendence of man.
3. To bring about a better British society committedindividual, communal,

national and international development.

In other to achieve these lofty objectives, the i8oStudies movement
remained pertinacious and pragmatic in their crestad the development of Social
Studies in Britain by organising seminars, workshamnferences, rallies and providing
Social Studies educational materials, books, agjgburnals, scholarships and financial
assistance for the propagation of Social Studi&itain. The movement also made use
of electronic media to educate the British citizensSocial Studies issues of national
and international interests. The movement’s rhaiesoaf Social Studies was among the
factors that motivated the British government tdear the benefits of curriculum
reforms to English speaking African countries. Asresult of this, the British
government sponsored a curriculum conference tafiijeel oxford Conference” in the
year 1967 with the aim of identifying the needgittions and priorities in curriculum
development in Africa. The conference was held a¢€ps College Oxford, England
between 10th and 16th September, 1976 with Botswhtidiopia, Ghana, Kenya,
Lesotho, Malawi, Nigeria, Sierra- Leone, Tanzahiganda, and Zambia in attendance.

The Nigerian Experience

Social Studies as a field of study came into Neyetia America and Britain.
The origin of Social Studies as a discipline in &g educational system is usually
attributed to the conference of African educataisl in Mombassa, Kenya from 16th to
the 30th of August, 1968. The Mombassa confererae attended by American and
British educators as well as other educators fraemyi@, Botswana, Ethiopia, Ghana,
Lesotho, Malawi, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Tanzanigakta, and Zambia. On the Nigeria
delegation at the Mombassa conference of 1968 prafessors John Ade Ajayi, Olu
Okedeji and Dr MA. Makinde. The conference advodafer African oriented
education through the pragmatic teaching and legrof Social Studies. Thus, an
African oriented Social Studies curriculum was gted for adoption by all participants
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to suit the individual needs, aspirations and afhies of the participated countries
(Nwalado 2007).

Social Studies was introduced into the NigeriarostBystem decades ago with

the goal of breaking down regional, ethnic, andgielis loyalties, and fostering
national unity (Obebe and Olatunde). The Aiyetospeziment of 1963 that was
sponsored by the. United States Agency for Intesnat Development (USAID) and
the Ford foundation marked the beginning of a tiNilgerian Social Studies Education.
This implies that, Aiyetoro Comprehensive High Sahwas the first secondary school
to offer Social Studies Education in Nigeria.
The 1965 conference of principals in the then Washigeria formed a very useful
forum for propagating the message of the new Scfatlies (Osakwe and Itedjere,
1993). This conference gave birth to the plannarganising and production of Social
Studies text books and other relevant instructiomatierials.

The critique conference of Nigerian Educators dd8.th University of Lagos,
the 1969 conference held at cooperative collegeydit, Ibadan, the social studies
seminars of 1970 in llorin and Jos, the social isgicconference of 1971 held at
Government Teacher training College, llesa andstieéal studies workshop of 1976 at
Saint Andrew’s College, Oyo provided impetus fag ttevelopment of social studies in
Nigeria.

The University of Lagos, the University of Ife, tAdhmadu bellow University,
teacher's Colleges-of Bida, Bauchi, Kastina, UNNESONICEF SOSAN, CESAC,;
NERDC, etc Spearheaded the rapid spread and develaf social studies in Nigeria
by organizing conferences, seminars, workshopshiemeed to embrace social studies
as a sine qua non for building a strong, Unitedt, jegalitarian, democratic and
disciplined Nigeria (Nwalado 2007).

Thereasonsfor the infusion of social studiesinto the Nigerian Education system

1. The inadequacies of our educational system duhagtlonial period and after
political impendence in 1960. The education dutimg period was cognitive domain
based at the detriment of affective and psychonuarain of educational objectives.

2. The education provided during the colonial era aady post colonial years
was not relevant to the needs, philosophies andateps of Nigerians. Thus, the
education during this period geared towards alirgahe Nigerian citizenry from their
cultural environment. This is because it producetbEentric Nigerians.

3. The integrated approach to learning in social sseias seen as a panacea for
the disenchantment of the Nigerian citizenry with fragmented or compartmentalized
knowledge of the traditional disciplines. That iaolwledge is not fragmented or
compartmentalized but rather wholistic. And thelctliioes not see the society or the
world in fragments of subject disciplines, but aswhole. Hence, the integrated
approach to learning in social studies tends ttovia the students natural ways of
learning in a wholistic manner.
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4, The need for national integration and Unity recaridton and rehabilitation as
well as dismantling regional, tribal, ethnic andigieus loyalties in Nigeria after the
civil war.

5. The emergence of the New National Policy on Edoaaith 1977 provided the
much-needed fillip to the infusion of social studiato Nigeria schools. Social studies
as a value laden discipline was elevated to theeistaf a core subject in the school
curriculum.

6. The national curriculum conference of 1969 in Lafyjother acted as a boost to
social studies in Nigeria. The conference helpeddeertise the teaching and learning
of social studies at the primary and junior secoydahool levels.

7. The Mobbasa conference of African educators helanya in 1968 which
advocated a pragmatic approach to the teachindeamding of social studies further
acted as a boost to social studies education ieridigAt this conference, an African
oriented social studies curriculum was acceptedaftuption by all the participants to
suit the individual needs, aspirations and philbsegp of the participated countries.

8. Social studies was also introduced in Nigeria stshas a value laden discipline
that is capable of producing balanced citizens vétavant knowledge, skills, character,
attitudes, competence and values required for dbils economic, political, scientific
and technological development of the Nigerian matidhus, social studies was
introduced in Nigeria so as to produce discipliogizens that would reposition Nigeria
for greatness in terms of social, economic, pdaliticscientific and technological
development.

The Objectives of Social Studies Education

The objectives of Social Studies education arevddrifrom the Nigerian National
objectives. Hence, it is necessary to first idgntliese National objectives before
highlighting the objectives of Social Studies Edigra in Nigeria. The five main

national objectives of Nigeria according to NatioRalicy on Education (2004) are the
building of:

1. A free and democratic society

2. A just and egabtarian society

3. A United, strong and self-reliant nation

4. A great and dynamic economy

5. A land of bright and full of opportunities for aitizens

The Educational system is expected to produce saffettive and productive citizens
with relevant knowledge, skills and character regglifor the achievement of the above
stated national objectives. If the overall phildspmf Nigeria must be achieved using
education as a tool, the Philosophy of Nigeria atlon should aim at achieving the
following objectives.

1. The inculcation of National consciousness and natianity.
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2. The inculcation of the right type of values andtadies for the survival of the
individual and the Nigerian society.

3. The training of the mind in the understanding & world around and

4, The acquisition of the appropriate skills, abibtieand competencies both

mental and physical as equipment for the individioalive in and contribute to the
development of his society.

Social Studies is a discipline that is man andetgdbased in that it is geared towards
solving man’s problems in his ever changing soci€gciety has demanded that
education or schools should help in building corgpleadividuals who will contribute
to the overall development of the society. It isr@tognition of this fact, that the
objectives of social studies in Nigeria have beesighed to meet the needs, aspirations,
challenges and philosophies of the Nigerian socibligeria as an under-developed
nation is beset with political, social, economigltaral, religious, scientific and
technological challenges. These challenges neatesithe need for social studies
Education which is an educational sine qua nontherdevelopment of the Nigerian
society. This assertion was further buttressed kgb@h (1999) when he quipped that,
social studies by understanding human relationskijmss at producing citizens with
skills, competencies, moral values and reasoneghjedt to effectively live, interact,
interrelate and contribute positively to the ecompnsocial, political and cultural
development of the Nigerian society and the warldeneral.

According to Osakwe and Itedjere (1993), the objestof Social Studies Education in

Nigeria may be condensed into three broad areashwiclude:

1. Information Learning:

This is the knowledge component of social studtaacludes the following objectives:

* The creation of awareness and an understandingiroéwer changing social and
physical environment. For example, the physicatjad@and political metamorphosis of
the Nigerian environment from 1960 to date.

* The need for efficient utilization and managemebur vast natural and human
resources.

* The need for educating our citizens of the basttatdunctions that characterize all
societies, such as producing, transporting, distinly and consuming of goods and
services, providing for education, recreation andegnment.

» It also involves a study of the nation, its pecguhel culture, the settlement, growth,
history and development of Nigeria.

» Study of the neighbourhood, community, local govegnt, state, how people live
and work there, how they meet their basic needgeyfhow they interact and depend
on each other.

* An examination of the world of work and an orieigatof various careers, basic
human institutions, such as the family.
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2. Attitudesand Values Learning

Social Studies objectives in the areas of attit@esvalues include the following:

» Knowing the common values of our societies as @matirin the Constitution of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria and the National PobayEducation.

» Developing to make decisions that involve choicetsveen competing values.

» Developing of reasoned loyalty to our country bgpecting the national anthem
and national pledge.

* Knowing the basic human rights guaranteed to a#esis.

» Developing a sense of respect for the ideals, thdtages and institutions of
Nigeria.

» Developing a feeling of kinship towards every hunising no matter his race
colour or creed.

» Developing a sympathetic appreciation of the ditg@nd inter dependence of all
members of the local community, and of the widetiomal and international

community.

3. Abilities and Skills L earning:

Under this sub-category the following objectivel fiathin the ambit of social studies.

» Social Skills: The ability to live and work togetheThat is, the feeling of
comradeship, it also involves discipline in pulplaces, for example, taking turns and
learning to be courteous, learning self controlarbty ideas and experiences with
others, including the spirit of self-confidence.

* Study Skills And Work Habits: The ability to locasad gather information from
books, the library, and from a variety of otherowgges, the ability to write sound
academic reports, ability to read materials anedaldiias, ability to use maps and other
pictorial representations.

* Group Work Skills: The ability to work with otherske roles, participate in group
discussions etc.

* Intellectual Skills: To develop a capacity to leamacquire skills of listening,
speaking, reading, and writing and of calculatiah &lso the skills of hand, together
with the skills of observation, analysis and infaxe which are involved in scientific
problem solving. The objectives of social studiemyrbe summarized as socialization
for increased social awareness, social sensitteityocio-environmental affairs, social
harmony and coexistence, positive social valuepgteation, social responsibility,
reflective social problem identification and redma- oriented decision making, socio-
civic competence, constructive social criticismgiab participation, and social action
and valuing, application of acquired functional Whedge and skills or abilities to
social setting, all for better social living (Doreilend Mezieobi 1996).
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The Nature of Social Studies

Social studies is concerned with how man solves pheblems in his
environment. Societal problems are multi-dimendiorenging from political, social,
economic, cultural, religious, psychological, idegital, medical and philosophical-to
scientific and technological problems. But man t@asolve these problems not as a
political scientist or historian or economist, vather solves his problems as wholly
integrated personality. Hence, the Nigerian natias demanded that education and
schools should help in building complete arid baéghcitizens that would contribute to
the overall development of the society. It is ioagnition of this clarion call, that the
nature of social studies is designed to meet tees)aspirations, challenges, ideologies
and philosophies of the Nigerian society. Sociat&s by nature is a discipline that
helps people to acquire the relevant knowledgellsskind character required for
personal and societal development. Thus, socidietiemphasizes the importance of
humans in the society. In support of this assertiReard in Nwalado (2009) alluded
that, social studies is the creation of rich andwynsided personalities equipped with
practical, knowledge and inspires by ideas so tiey can make their way and fulfill
their mission in a changing society which is a jpdud world complex. Social studies by
nature is the multi disciplinary and integrativeidst of man’s activities in his ever
changing environment. That is, social studies aeguiadapts and integrates the
relevant knowledge, skills and values from all giboes in order to study man’s
activities in his environment (Nwalado, 2009). brisl studies, we try to find out the
origin of man, what man eats, his dressing modgshitlement pattern, his economic,
political, religious, social and technological &ittes in his environment. This view is
in concord with the assertion of Obebe and Olatuff®5), when they noted that,
social studies education is learning about pedpd& and where they live, how they
form structures and societies, how they govern Hedves and provided for all their
needs. Thus, social studies is a subject that gisdésarners the opportunity to examine
practical problems relating to their environmemels solutions to them and apply the
solution to their environment for modification (Qgeand Olatunde 2005). Nwalado
(2007), contends that, social studies seek to ptésehe students the broadest relevant
spectrum of knowledge, skills and values about mattivities in his ever changing
environment as well as the strategies of survindiis environment. Social studies by
nature accepts relevant knowledge, skills and galndts scope and content provided
they would help the students to solve his persandlsocietal problems. Social studies
has the potentialities of inculcating in the studéme right type of knowledge, skills,
virtues, good values and competencies, through iiednmulti-disciplinary and
integrative study of man’s activities in his envingent.

Instructionally, social studies focuses on the fmwis and issues of man in
groups in his every changing environment and hgtipdents to acquire desirable social
habits, attitudes, knowledge and requisite skillsolving this problems that are ever
changing. Social studies by nature, uses a whobigtproach in identifying and solving
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the problems that confront man in his environmdtiat is, social studies integrates
relevant knowledge, skills and values from all gliees to form a whole and treats the
problem of man as one and proffers a single, endwaind lasting panacea. Thus, since
social studies deals with man in totality, it medr®as relationships with the liberal art,
the social sciences and the sciences in orderitoaggellucid understanding and wider
perspective in the study of man and how he sol®ehvironmental problems. Social
studies as an integrative discipline draws its eotst from scholarly disciplines of
sociology, psychology, geography, political scienhéstory, religion, anthropology,
economics, philosophy, the liberal ark, the scieaneif contemporary issues in the
society. Despite the relationships between sotigliss and social sciences, the liberal
arts, and sciences, some structural differencesatsm be pointed out Okobiah, an
astute Nigerian Professor and a social studie®isadivocate of Nigeria, advocated in a
social studies class that, the fundamental tagkeBocial sciences, the liberal arts and
sciences are scholarship and eventually sociatyutilhereas the fundamental task of
social studies is basically instructional and doaidity. In the school system, social
studies serves as a valuable resource for acquirioglledge and providing necessary
information for life, inculcating desirable sociabits, attitudes and values as well as
useful skills for problem solving, reading and wmgt skills much needed in adult life
(Obebe and Olatunde 2005). What distinguishes Issitidies as a field of study is that,
it is packaged to promote civic value, civic vigyeivic competence, civic skills and it
is multi-disciplinary and integrative, incorporajirelevant skills, values and knowledge
from many fields of study in order to study mantamality. For example, in studying
man in his environment, emerges the idea of omjiman and community (History),
effect of weather on man’s activities (Geographgyvhman lives in his community
(Sociology), man’s relationship with his God/god®eligion), how man governs his
community (Political Science), man’s needs and s/gitonomics), man’s way of life
(Anthropology), man tools and equipments (SciemzkBechnology), man’s perception
about life (Philosophy), man’s height and weighafhematics), how man distributes
his good and services (commerce), and his natueesgpecie (biology). In confirming
the multi-disciplinary and integrative nature otsd studies, Lawton (1981), noted that
social studies is a unified integrated subject Whicaws appropriate knowledge and
experience from the social sciences and other glises about man and the
environment for the purpose of citizenship educatithis implies that, social studies in
Nigeria is aimed at producing citizens with skillspmpetences, moral values and
reasoned judgment to effectively live, interacteirrelate, and contribute positively to
the economic, social, political and cultural deypat®nt of Nigerian society (Okobiah,
1984). Social studies starts its focus on man amdhimediate family unit and spreads
out to his community state, country and the waxlgeribe (2000), expresses that, social
studies is an investigation of human activity whathdies man at home, at work, in
politics, at play, in the community, nation andeed every programme of his life.
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The Scope of Social Studies

The scope of social studies is very broad, extenaivd encompasses a wide
range of discipline. This is because the scop@abbstudies encompasses knowledge,
skills, values, competencies, attitudes, charaeieiyes from the social sciences, the
humanities, liberal arts and physical sciencessupport of this fact, Osakwe and
Itedjere (1993), noted that, the scope of socialies covers areas of knowledge, skills,
and attitudes and values, with the ultimate ainpafducing people who are social
civically competent. The scope of social studiegecs all aspects of man’s activities in
the whole world. Thus, social studies is concenvéll the development of the citizens
with relevant knowledge, skills and attitude or releéer which enable them to be useful
members of their society.

We must note also that, the scope of social studiemt static but dynamic.
The scope of social studies is in a state of flue tb the factors of space, time and
human development. Social studies as a subjecfdbases on man In his environment
has the ability, capacity and capability to accordate, incorporate and integrate new
ideas, experiences, information, knowledge, valakdls, development and challenges
in its scope that is dynamic in nature. Commentinghe dynamic nature of the scope
of social studies, Adedoyin in Mezieobi and Dom{#€96), averred that, as long as
man lives on the surface of the earth, there villags be added dimensions to his
problems, prospects, aspirations and achievemalhts, which extends the frontiers in
the nature and scope of social studies as a sul§ecial studies incorporates and
integrates relevant knowledge, skills, valuesjuatés, competence, civic virtues and
concepts drawn from the social sciences, the libars and the sciences blended
together for instructional utility.

We should note also that, the scope of social etudaries depending on the
Level and the nature of the students the teachguiding to learn how to acquire
knowledge, skills and values in social studies le®r learning process. Hence, the
presentation of content in social studies teachéagning process follows a spiral
method or pattern. The spiral nature of socialisgidurriculum is in accordance with
the thesis of Bruner (1961), that any subject ceantdught effectively in some
intellectually honest form to any child et any staif development. What is required of
the teacher is to identify the basic concept, gaizations and structure of the subject
and present it to the learners according to thgesences, needs, interest, nature and
level in a wider context. This implies that, evédrthie content of lower, middle and
upper basic social studies curriculum are the sahme,amount of details (Scope)
require at this different level would vary con besa of the needs, interest and nature of
the students involved. Thus, social studies tegcldarning process proceeds from the
known to the unknown, simple to complex and frormptex to abstract.
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Conclusion

It is a truism that social studies as a field afdgt came into Nigeria via
America and Britain. The origin of social studiesstbecome an academic conundrum
for scholars because of the controversial naturenaf which is the crux of social
studies curricular in every nation of the world.
In order to achieve the lofty objectives of sos#@ldies, social studies teachers and
curriculum planners should remain pertinacious pragmatic in advocating for an
African oriented social studies curricular that Wbuwuit the needs, challenges,
ideological principles, philosophies and aspiratiohcountries of Africa.
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