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Abstract

Social Work is a practice based profession thalizes values, knowledge,
skills and focus on issues, needs and problemsatied from the interactions
between individuals, families, groups, organizasicend communities. The
principles of collective responsibilities and respér human diversities are
central to social work. The study objectives werdind out the perception of
secondary school students toward social work peifesin Nigeria and to
ascertain if parents and guidance encourage théitdcen to study social
work. The study adopted Social information procegsiheory as its
theoretical framework. The study applied cross isael research design
using both quantitative and qualitative researchpmagach. Semi structured
guestionnaire was used for the quantitative data émterview guide was
developed for the collection of qualitative datanfr respondents. For the
guantitative data, 411 Senior Secondary School &tisdwere selected while
for the qualitative data, in-depth interview wenducted for seven principals
from the seven selected Senior Secondary Schdusddta generated were
analyzed using Statistical Package for Social Sme(6PSS) and presented
using descriptive statistics such as frequency gerdentage distribution. The
major finding of the study was that 257(62.5%) led sampled respondents
were not aware of social work profession in Nigeshile 154(37.5%) of the
respondents affirmed that they have heard of tledegsion. The study further
recommended that there was need to increase theeaess of social work
profession among students and the general publit Rarents and guidance
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should encourage their children or wards to devebyademic interest in
social work.
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Social Work is a sub-discipline of the Social Scies that focuses on the
human interactions and other social interactions.aASocial Science, Social Work
focuses on the vulnerable and marginalized memiifetise society and also stands in
the gap for the oppressed members of the societye of these vulnerable members
include; women, children, physically challengede #tged, amongst others. However
social work as a social science evolved in EurgpkAsmerica because of humanitarian
needs. Social Work according to the Internatiorealdfation of Social Workers (IFSW,
2014)

‘Social work is a practice-based profession andaeademic discipline that
promotes social change and development, socialsemiieand the empowerment and
liberation of people. Principles of social justiteiman rights, collective responsibility
and respect for diversities are central to sociakw Underpinned by theories of social
work, social sciences, humanities and indigenouswkedge, social workngages
people and structures to address life challenggeahance wellbeing'.

Social work practice comprises the professionalliegon of social work
values, principles, and skills to one or more & fbllowing ends: assisting people
obtain real services; counseling and psychothenmajly individuals, families, and
groups; helping communities or groups provide oprione social and health services,
and take part in legislative processes and soci#bra The practice of social work
requires information on human development and kbehawf social, economic and
cultural institutions; and of the interaction of tlese factors (National Association of
Social Workers, 2009).

As an academic discipline, Social Work builds dtsritity on the study of social
problems. The goal is to generate knowledge abauses, consequences and feasible
solutions for these social problems. This knowledgeexpected to be useful to
practitioners working with clients affected by @ifént adverse conditions. Empirical
Social Work research on poverty, discriminationgiab exclusion, homelessness,
juvenile delinquency, domestic violence and humaifitking is usually taken for
granted as to what the ‘social problem’ is. Thei@garoblem is treated as a deplorable
circumstance "about which something must be doHelstein and Miller, 1993). It is
therefore considered to be a deviation from a dbkrcondition (how society ought to
be), how exposed groups suffer from these condit{@ould and Baldwin, 2004; Healy
and Link, 2012) and what social work practitioneegd to take into consideration when
dealing with those bearing the symptoms of suchitimms. (Okoye, 2008).
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Statement of the Problem

Social work profession is unique and distinct ambalping professions in that
it functions on a core principle of self-determionat which is a person’s right to decide
what is best for himself or herself (Freedberg, A9&nother distinct nature of the
social work profession is its focus on both thespar needing services and the
environment in which the person lives (Gibelman99)9 This means that social
workers do not only help people in solving theirgemal problems to improve their
functioning, they also work to improve the condigoin society that often create
problems for individuals and their families. Despihe usefulness of the profession,
many people still have skeptical views towards finefession because it its low
popularity when compared to other professions.
The rapid social change in less developed countikesNigeria is associated with
technological, economic and political changes agtdr educational attainment but not
enough attention has been given to Social Workegssibn by the government and
society (Rwomire, 2012). The perception of SocialrWamong students in secondary
schools has not being addressed since the coursat iseing taught at post primary
level. The lack of awareness of social work prafessan as well affect their career
choice. It is on the basis of these gaps thattidysseeks to examine the perception of
secondary school students of Social Work profession

Research Questions
What is the perception of secondary students tosv@atial Work profession?

Objective of the Study
To find out the perception of secondary school estisl toward social work profession.

Literature Review

Social Work profession contributes to social chasgéving problem in human
connections, and the strengthening and freedomndividuals to improve their
wellbeing. Using theories of human conduct andaaystems, social work intercedes
at points where individuals connect with their sundings. Standards of human rights
and social justice are key to social work Intemradl Association of Schools of Social
Work (IASSW 2001). Specifically, it promotes changad furthermore finds the social
work task at the interface between the individuad ghe Society; the individual and
his/her environment. It additionally recognizes #ignificance of social justice and
human rights and working with sabotaged/defensdlediziduals from Societies. It
underlines the liking between social work, the homgghts traditions and the later
enactment that fortifies the requirement of humights. (Association of Directors of
Social Work (ADSW, 2004).

Social work has its foundations in the battle ofisty to manage poverty and
the resultant issues and it developed into a psafedn the later part of the nineteenth
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Century when England was in the time of flittertitishing (Mere, 1982). Britain was a
noteworthy Sea Power amid the time of industrigilira This industrialization and
enhanced farming made the populace relatively gelbezause of enhanced wellbeing
and natural sanitation inside the different networkhis industrialization wasn't all
blasts as it was joined by the marvels of socilés for the majority, since a portion of
the real issues were lodging, poor working condgjostuffed situations, vagrancy, kid
surrender, truancy, misconduct, frailty and jobhess. The work conditions were poor
and the state couldn't intercede. In the then HErlylthere were poor people, the simple
poor and the capable poor. As a ponder worry fdingithe poverty stricken and less
advantaged individuals from the general public, tinelerlying foundations of social
work go back to religious and compassionate drifimges apparent in the narratives of
most civic establishments (Ekpe and Mamah, 1997).

Theoretical Framework

Social Information Processing Theory was propounded992 by Joseph
Walther who was concerned about the information irgividual has toward a
profession and how it affect their career choicee Ttheory looks at how social
information can affect the decision making of studeat the secondary level and how it
will help them form perception about any coursestufdy in the higher institutions.
Social information processing theory tries to ¢lawhy students will pick social work
profession as a course of study in the college/ehsity based on their perceptions.
There are five phases that promotes where infoomas acquired and processed that
eventually helps students to form perception towarourse of discipline. The stages
are encoding, making mental portrayals, reactionttinge assessment, and
establishment. Social Information Processing Thewag adopted to the study because
it tries to explain the phenomenon under invesbgat

Research Methods

The study adopted one-time survey research desighei collection of data from the

selected public secondary schools in Egor LocalgBawent Area. The data collected
through questionnaire were analysed using Statls®ackage for Social Sciences
(SPSS). The output of the analyses necessitatedstef tables to show frequencies
and percentages. The population of this study vilashSusand nine hundred and fifty

four (6954) made up public senior secondary schtmlents from SS 1 to SS 3 in Egor
local government area of Edo State. Post Primanyc&tibn Board (PPEB) Statistical

Department (April, 2018)
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Table 1: Public Senior Secondary Schools Egor Local Government Area of Edo

State, Nigeria
S/N NAMES SS1(SEX) SS2(SEX) SS3(SEX)
M F M F M F TOTAL
1. Asoro Grammar School 231 238 201 20B 427 205 130§
2. Ohonre Grammar School 29 47 33 44 23 7 203
3. Evbuotubu Secondary Sch 155 184 109 183 p1 P3 625
4 Uselus Secondary School 97 129 124 152 50 59 611
5. Edo Boys High School 235 240 220 695
6 Egor Secondary School 110 15| 13D 145 115 126 776
7 Evbareke Secondary 180 203 170 185 14 160 1038
School
8. Eweka Secondary School 45 57 40 47 40 42 271
9. lyoba Girls College 220 200 186 605
10. Okhokhugbo Grammar 45 56 30 45 20 40 236
School
11. Useh Secondary School 50 59 47 5(Q 35 42 283
12. Uwelu Secondary School 45 57 50 60 45 49 306
13. Grand Total 1222 140 1174 1264 986 9p8 6954

Source: Post Primary Education Board (PPEB) Statistical Department (April,
2018)

The sample size for the study was drawn from seedected schools names; Evbareke
Senior Secondary School 1038, lyoba Girls Seniaro8dary School 605, Uwelu
Senior Secondary School 306, Uselu Senior Seconfleinpol 611, Edo Boys High
School 695, Egor Senior Secondary School 776 anek&vbenior Secondary School
271 and the total i4,302.
The Cochrane (1977) sample size determination flarrmas used to calculate the
sample size.
2

r_Z P(II—P)

[
Where N = Sample population
Z = Statistics level of confidence (1.96)
P = Expected prevalence (0.50)
| = Constant
E = Marginal error (0.05)
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Cochran sample size determination formula statas shmple size should not be less
than 384.16

420 selected sample size
Since seven (7) schools were selected, therefaredoal number of respondents the
sample population will be divided by seven.
Therefore 60 respondents were selected from eattte gichools

Table 2: Distribution of Sampled Population among schools in Egor Local
Government Area of Edo State, Nigeria

SCHOOLS MALE FEMALE TOTAL
Uselu Secondary School 30 30 60
Edo Boys High Sch 60 60
lyoba Girls College 60 60
Egor Secondary Schoo 30 30 60
Uwelu Secondary 30 30 60
School

Eweka Secondary 30 30 60
School

Evbareke Secondary 30 30 60
School

Grand Total 210 210 420

Sour ce:Resear cher Computation

Since the targeted respondents were between SSEBSA83 hence 10 males, 10
females across the three levels, 60 respondents readomly selected since they are
not mixed schools. This study adopted simple randampling technique. In addition
to the quantitative data, seven (7) principals weterviewed, one from each schools.

Socio-Demogr aphic Characteristics of the Respondents
Table 3: Distribution of Respondents by Socio-Demographic Characteristics

(N=411)

Variables Frequency (F) Per centage (%)
Sex

Male 183 44.5
Female 228 55.5
Total 411 100.0
Age(Years)

14-19 407 99.0
20 -24 4 1.0
Total 411 100.0
Religion

Christianity 401 97.6
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Muslim 8 1.9
Others 2 0.5
Total 411 100.0

Educational level

S.SS1 142 34.5
S.S.S2 136 33.1
S.S.S3 133 32.4
Total 411 100.0
Name of School

Uselu secondary school 64 15.6
Edo Boys secondary school 63 15.3
lyoba girls secondary school 56 13.6
Egor senior secondary school 58 14.1
Uwelu secondary school 54 13.1
Eweka secondary school 56 13.6
Evbareke secondary school 60 14.6
Total 411 100.0

Occupation of father

Farming 72 17.5
Non farming 337 82.0
Total 411 100.0
Occupation of mother

Farming 60 14.6

Non farming 359 85.4

Total 411 100.0

Sour ce: Field Survey, 2018

In this section, socio-demographic variables such gender, age, educational
attainment, occupation of father and mother ofrgpondents were examined. Table 3
therefore shows the socio-demographic charactsisfi respondents for the study. The
gender distribution of the respondents revealed 188 (44.5%) of the respondents
were males and 228(55.5%) were females. This indeéldcts the distribution of
respondents in the research endeavor by gendethandata therefore suggests that
there are more females students in the seven psitigols in Egor Local government
Area of Edo State. The data is depicted in a bartainowing the gender distribution of
respondents.

More so, the data obtained on the age distribudforespondents also revealed
that majority of the respondents fall within theealgracket of 14 -19 years which
represents 401(99.0%) of the total respondentsghdicipated in the research. This
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finding suggest that the respondents selectedhfsrstudy are teenagers and the study
seeks to reveal the level of awareness of teenagetbe social work profession in
general. On the other hand, 1.0% of the respondalhtsithin the age bracket of 20-24
years; it therefore imply that a minute fractiortlod respondents are adult.

Data on religion distribution of the respondentsesded that majority of the
respondents with 401(97.6%) of the respondents paaticipated in the research
affirmed that they were of the Christian faith veh8(1.9%) of them are of the Islam
faith; 2(0.5%) of the respondents practice othemfoof religion. From the foregoing, it
can be deduced that majority of the respondent€hristians.

Table 3 above, the result for the educational l@felespondents also showed
that a greater percentage of the respondents 1852634re SS1 students; 136(33.1%0
of them are SS2 students in the seven public secgnschools in Egor Local
Government Area while 133(32.4%) of the respondamn¢s SS3 students. The result
suggests that the respondents that were seleatéldefatudy are all in the senior cadre
of the seven public secondary schools selectethéostudy.

The result also revealed that the respondentspédudicipated in the research
were selected from the seven selected senior sappnsthools in Egor Local
government Area of Edo State. The result showet @4€15.6%), of the respondents
are students in Uselu secondary school; 63(15.3%he respondents are from Edo
Boys High School; 56(13.6%) of them are senior sdaogy students in lyoba Girls
college while 58(14.1%) are students in Egor Se8irondary School; 54(14.4%) are
from Uwelu Secondary School, 56(13.6%) of the resigots that participated in the
research are students in Eweka Senior SecondangoBbalhile 60(14.6%) of them are
students in Evbareke Senior Secondary Schoolnlbeadeduced that distribution of the
respondents cut across the selected public schools.

From the table 3 below, the data on occupatiorathfelr revealed that majority
of the respondents with 82.0% affirmed that theithér engage in non-farming
occupations ranging from clerical services, businésding, civil servants and other
forms of white and blue collar occupations. Ondtieer hand 17.5% of the respondents
also noted that their father engage in farmingvdies as their source of livelihood.

The data on the occupation of mother showed thgtl466%) of the
respondents’ mother engage in farming activitiedev859(85.4%) of the respondents
affirmed that their mother engage in non-farmingivéices. It can be deduced that
majority of the respondents are employed in difiespheres of occupational services.
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Per ception of Secondary School Students towards Social Work profession in Egor
L ocal Government Area, Edo State

Table 4: Respondents View on Social work profession in Egor Local Government
Area, Edo State, Nigeria

Variables Responses Freguency (F) Percent (%)
Do you think social | Yes 109 26.5
work profession has
achieved expected
results
No 300 73.0
Total 411 100.0
Do you think most | Yes 219 53.3
students will love to [ No 192 46.7
study social work in the | Total 411 100.0
University
After  knowing the | Yes 252 61.3
benefit of social work, No 159 38.7
would you advice a | Total 411 100.0
friend to study social
work
Do you think social | Yes 117 28.5
work  professon is | No 294 715
admirablein Nigeria Total 411 100.0
Do you think social | Yes 89 21.7
work professon is | No 322 78.3
highly respected in | Total 411 100.0
Nigeria

Source: Field Survey, 2018

The data on the perception of respondents abouwitial work profession revealed that
majority of the respondents with 300(73.0%) weretloé opinion that social work
profession has not achieved the expected resuite 26.5% of the respondents had a
positive view. Social work as a discipline is aghige-based profession that promotes
social change and development, social cohesiontrenempowerment and liberation of
people. But as it stands, the discipline has nenbable to achieve its objectives in
totality. On whether students will love to studycisd work in the university; the data
revealed that 219(53.3%) of the respondents wédienative while 192(46.7%) had a
contrary view. The students were asked if they adlvise their friend to study social
work if they are conversant with its benefits; mm#jo of the respondents with
252(61.3%) were affirmative while 38.7% had a negaview. The results therefore
shows that secondary school students would lowtudy the profession provided they
have insight about the social work line of work.

Academic Discourse: An International Journal Volume 11 No. 1, November, 2019: | SSN 2277-0364 9



Academic Discourse: An International Journal

Qualitative data for the study also revealed thae @f the interviewee
highlighted why it is necessary to encourage stigdém choose the discipline in the
higher institution. Her remarks are as follows:

Take for instance, there are some students thathiaige some dispositions, there are
some characters you see in some persons or yows@esthem, the way they care,
sociable, the way they want to know how persongaaiieg there are some of the things
that would even help one more to conclude if aividdal should be in this profession
or not. So, if i want to advise a student on caid®ice maybe to study social work. If i
understand it very well the person should be gdosbaial sciences first and foremost,
because sociology really has to do with the so@ety culture of the people and i think
i will encourage them because it is supposed ta beble profession but the way we go
about it i don't think the awareness has been @eanough both among the schools
even in the curriculum, it is still silent in terno$ highbrow courses. | don’t think
whether it is the society, but the comparison wgitime of these courses, so it really
takes time, even in the social sciences, you seersis going into accounting, business
administration, Public administration, etc. we trytalk to them but the first thing they
are going to ask you is where will they work ifyttetudy such courses. These schools
don’'t have a guidance and counseling unit to gustiedents on choice of course.
(I1DI/Uselu Secondary School/ Principal/ Tuesday 30" Oct. 2018)

The result also showed that 89(21.7%) agreed ¢ofdlet that social work
profession is highly respected in Nigeria whileraager fraction 322(78.3%) disagreed.
In the same vein, 117(28.5%) of the respondentsptindicipated in the research posited
that the social work profession is admirable in éMig while 71.5% had a contrary
view.

The qualitative data also revealed the perceptfgpacents towards the social
work profession; the interviewee made the follownfgervations which are as follows:
My perception as a person is that it ought to b@r@fession that is far reaching but in
the context of Nigeria | don’t think they have goinat far because | think we are more
or less theorizing than doing practice. In Nigeriae are very much obsessed with
academic paper qualification, head knowledge sonalve talk about social work, as
good as the course maybe, | don't think we have béée to praticalize it as much as it
should be. We see what people do at least by watatbcumentaries and movies in
other countries; we see the work of social workeesing for their wellbeing,
community wellbeing and all others. But here, igdfia | don’t think we have been
able to come that fal DI/Uselu Secondary School/ Principal).

Discussion of Results

With the objective, we were able to show, due ® Ithw level of awareness and the
respondents’ view towards the social work profasdioe perception of secondary
school students toward the profession is not ingiwes The result of the objective
shows that most students will not love to studyiadowork discipline as a profession
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except they are educated and properly enlightemethe benefit and importance of
studying the discipline. Hence, the decline inlthesl of awareness and interest among
the students who are respondents for the studynesprevalent.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the social work choicstofly and profession is still under
professed and this has a great implication forreuggeneration as the society will pay
for its negligence. The study also added that paxed the academic institution should
allow their children to take a course that theyfege with. Finally the study concludes
that the un-popular picture of the social work pesfion is not only socially inclined
(which is at the macro level) but also at the mileeel where the family influences
decision of children especially culturally incliseciety as Nigeria.

Implication of Findingsto Social Work Practicein Nigeria

The following are the implication of findings:

(@) Social profession help to put in place initias that will combat the problems
of moral degeneration among young people. The problof family instabilities,
corruption, high unemployment levels and genergbolayisy cannot be addressed
through policy and legislation but mostly by awaees of social work profession by all
and sundry. Society needs social workers to dodineelopment, prevention, and
therapy to its dysfunctional/problematic membersd awlysfunctional social
structures/institutions. In order to achieve tlgscial workers need to recognize the
existence of a problem, which is the beginning le# solution. Therefore, we must
recognize that the conceptualization of social weiik a chaotic situation.

(b) Social workers orient parents through familgrdpy to totally embrace their
responsibility and start acting like parents byadmeating their children activities as it
relates to their academic career choice in thednigistitutions. Thus,the aperception of
Parents about the profession will go a long wayeducating and encouraging their
children and wards in studying course that willpheting solution to societal problems.

Recommendations

1. Social work being one of the study that focuseswomanities and also one of

the professions that is internationally recogninegd to be re-emphasize to children
especially in their secondary education as this gitle them a hint of what the study

entails and the benefit of choosing the study ddurie career.

2. The policy maker should make policy that will ceean enabling environment

for the social work to thrive and also assist inkmg available grant that are

educationally inclined especially in the area @& thumanities where social work is a
major.

Academic Discourse: An International Journal Volume 11 No. 1, November, 2019: ISSN 2277-0364 11



Academic Discourse: An International Journal

3. Government should create in the educational cutnouin line with social
work practice and also employ teacher in this sdeed field to educate the younger
generation on the role and benefit of studying sesifike social work.
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