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Creative education and entrepreneurial skills @ame gua non for sustainable
national development. Section 1 paragraph 7(d)hefNational Policy on Education
emphasizes that the national educational goalseisacquisition of appropriate skills,
and the development of mental, physical and sa&imlities, and competencies as
equipment for the individual to live in and contrib to the development of the society
(FRN, 2004). The essence of any educational prageais to ensure that the products
of the system are equipped with the relevant kndgde skills and attitude needed to
contribute meaningfully to the economic developmainthe nation (Oduwaiye, 2009).
The inability of the graduates of the educationatesm to contribute meaningfully to
the economic development of the nation by beinfy setployed was what informed the
introduction of Entrepreneurship education in séhio®he call for the introduction of
Entrepreneurship education in schools is an indicabf its importance in economic
empowerment and job creation in particular. Thiscation has become necessary as
Nigeria continues to churn out graduates that aaedly self- reliant but solely
dependent on white collar jobs.

The rate of graduate unemployment in Nigeria hasigtently been on the
increase despite the enormous endowment of thetrgowith human and natural
resources. However, graduate unemployment is nailige to Nigeria or developing
nations; it is indeed a long standing global phemoom hence it has been a common
trend in many countries to find graduates of naalmhiversities fail to secure jobs
several years after graduation (Ogundele, Sofolamé Kayode, 2012). In tackling the
global crisis of graduate unemployment, policy makand stakeholders in developed
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countries such as England, USA, and Germany, atktca refocus of educational
systems towards acquisition of vocational and teethrskills in order to enhance the
smooth transition into jobs for school leavers ipatarly of university graduates. This is
because education is important to the developmiahy society particularly because
the goals of wealth of creation, poverty reductiord value re-orientation can only be
attained and sustained through an efficient edoicakisystem which impacts relevant
skills, knowledge, capacities, attitudes and valug® individuals (Adebayo and

Kolawale, 2013).

Creative Education

The human mind often processes thoughts in a Ibgi@nner, with each
thought linked to the previous thoughts under thevailing surrounding
circumstances. Each thought can be seen as a seguiehit has gone before. Therefore
the human thought process can be seen as a lggamaiinected string of thoughts
(Akinwale, 2018). However, there are occasions whkoughts seem random, with no
logical predecessor. These unique thoughts are offerred to as “brainwaves”. These
brainwaves also referred to as creative thougbtvalla person to search for a solution to
a problem from a perspectives that have not beeviqusly considered or beyond the
generally available set of solution(s). Agbowueb,al. (2017) define creativity as the
entire process by which ideas are generated, deseland transformed into values. It
comprises what people commonly referred to as iatior and entrepreneurship.
Creativity is about liberating human energy. Ithe process of developing ideas that are
original and of value. Creativity is thinking abaaitthing in a different way. It entails
thinking deeply and intentionally distorting theamation in one’s mind in different
ways to see the availability of other possibilitrex yet tried but which could be viable.
Creativity is a break away from the natural logiwaly of thinking.

Udoh (2014) defines creativity as the ability toreoup with new ideas and to
identify new and different ways of looking at prelrls and opportunities. Udoh (2014)
explains creativity as a process of assemblingsidsarecombining elements already
known but wrongly assumed to be unrelated to edlcroTo be creative requires the
ability to view things in new ways or from a diféat perspective. Creativity is born out
of a need to solve problems, to communicate idedsvalues or the need to come up
with something new.Researchers have come to ags@eeain traits and characteristics
with creative people. While a single trait aloneeslanot guarantee creativity in an
individual, various combinations of these traite arominent in creative people, many
of whom exhibit all traits in varying proportionghe traits of creative people include
persistence in the face of adversity, independeatt@ction to complexity, tolerance of
ambiguity, intuitiveness, broad interests, enecgeatrive to achieve, passion for what
they do and a willingness to take risks. The qoadtias been raised as to whether these
traits are inborn or acquired.

Nigeria today faces several challenges which ireladonomic, technological,
social and cultural. Some of these challenges geelang problems, which have been
experienced by other nations.These challenges eavdércome by studying how other
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nations solved theirs and adopting and improvinghair methods. However, many of
the challenges which Nigeria wrestles with aretietdy unique to Nigeria. Therefore,

solutions that may have been adopted by othermmatizay not necessarily be effective
for Nigeria. These unique challenges require umigwlutions — which requires

creativity. This requires a high degree of flextliland adaptability of the educational
system to these challenges. Radovic-Markovic (204irgsses the need to place
emphasis on promoting creativity in the educati@ystem in order to turn these unique
challenges into opportunities.

Creative education is when students are able toimagination and critical
thinking to create new and meaningful forms of gleahere they take risks, are
independent and flexible (Radovic-Markovic, 201istead of enforcing a singular way
of thinking or approaching a problem, beyond raiieg what was learned, students are
taught to find various solutions to problems. Byngsdivergent thinking to view a
problem from various perspectives and combiningsdend concept in new ways, they
are able to come up with out-of-the box solutioDszergent thinking as defined by
Radovic-Markovic (2017) is a thought process orhodtused to generate creative ideas
by exploring many possible solutions. Convergentkihg, which follows a particular
set of logical steps to arrive at one solution,aliin some cases is a "correct" solution.
By contrast, divergent thinking typically occurs anspontaneous, free-flowing, "non-
linear" manner, such that many ideas are generatath emergent cognitive fashion.
Many possible solutions are explored in a short hof time, and unexpected
connections are drawn. After the process of divetrgkinking has been completed,
ideas and information are organized and structustdg convergent thinking. Gibson
(2016) is of the opinion that the novelty naturedivfergent thinking in schools makes it
difficult to ascertain exactly how these skills dam cultivated due to limited scientific
information.

The increasing interest in creative education is whuthe need for more critical
thinkers in business, science, politics, educatiod every subject to be able to solve
complex problems (Agbowuro, et.al,, 2017). As therldr becomes more of a global
village, it is no longer possible to make lineacid®mns in business and in politics. In
this era, people who can bring out new ideas twes@ressing issues thrive. For
example, in a study conducted by IBM in 2010, dv@&00 chief executive officers from
60 countries and 33 industries were surveyed oatigiy. The consensus was that in
order to achieve continuous growth for these indkestin this complex and ever
changing world, creative education must be implaewso that graduating students and
future employees are better equipped to for masdiifes in industries.

The goal of creative education is to challenge esttsl individually and encourage
originality. This is to dissuade standardizing hetwdents approach problems. Creative
education strives to elicit different responsesrfistudents regarding the same problem,
thereby allowing more than one type of learner stistewithin the classroom. When
students have more say in their education, theyrhecmore engaged, and this
facilitates learningT he Edo State gover nment has recognized the need for creativity

and consequently established the Edo creativity and innovation laboratorywhere
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youths are taught to use creativity in problem solving and critical thinking.
Creativity is a teachable skill and many schoolsmiore developed countries require
students to take creativity classes, unfortunatiigt trend has not been adopted in
Nigeria.

Research has found that the benefits of creativeathn for the students
include making learning more fun, thereby fosterangositive classroom environment
where students can learn faster and increase plegformance (Agbowurogt. al.,
2017). In addition, students’ dislike for sciennggthematics and social studies subjects
can be diminished (Akinwale, 2018), and rapid iny@mment can be achieved.
Unfortunately, there are certain factors which kindreativity in the classroom.
Radovic-Markovic (2017) opined that teachers’ c#tgdor creativity in the classroom
is stifled by pressures by the system, standardd@nclassroom size. In addition, some
teachers perceive creativity as extra work and cessary, some go as far as
discouraging creativity thereby creating a “creifigap” in classrooms.

Udoh and Akpan (2014) posit that by rewarding dveaideas, thoughts and products,

creativity can be encouraged in the classroom.hEuntore, they discouraged teachers
from limiting assignments to a single format, allogy students to create podcast,
videos, poems, songs, and so on instead of wiaeignments only. In addition, the use
of technology and other unconventional learningemals can be introduced into the

classroom.

The Link between Creativity and Entrepreneur ship

A good education system gives students the freedonrecognize their
capabilities and individual potentials. In order l&g students the freedom to learn,
creating new classroom atmosphere where thinkinggstipning and imagining is
encouraged and is not hampered, is critical. I8 tuntext, education should foster
students to work collaboratively; ask questions acidcreatively about ideas and issues
across a range of disciplines. As creative thinkérey try to imagine and explore
alternatives, and to think in a different mannearctsan approach is required for a solid
academic foundation in order to enhance theirligiice, including “soft skills” such
as understanding, empathy and communication sKilte use of different learning
materials and various resources allow students vétious principal learning styles to
understand information in the most effective wayeTlearning is fostered through
multidimensional interactions between studentstaadhers. To learn on their own, the
youth needs an unlimited time to play, explore,dmee bored, overcome boredom,
discover their own interests, and pursue thosedsts. It helps students develop their
analytical and critical reasoning skills with padiar emphasis on exploring and
evaluating competing claims and different perspesti Education leads to greater
personal freedom through greater competence, ifetomes organized to consider
diverse perspectives.

However, asRadovic-Markovic (2017) argues thatualestt’'s freedom to learn
requires the teacher’'s freedom to teach and thesea close relationship with each
other. The term ‘freedom’ in education, howevefisn misunderstood to imply that
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the teacher has a passive attitude and that guwdamd supervision should be
abandoned. In contrast to this view, in our opinieducation plays a crucial role and
significantly determines whether its outcome wi# Ipassive imitators” or “active,
creative contributors®. In line with our opiniomet aim of education is an inward
freedom, that is, a freedom of expression andedfmm of inquiry. Creative teachers are
willing to change and welcome new experiences; #reynot afraid to go off the main
track or step into the unknown. The teachers ayefigeires to implement change, but
they need support to understand and accept ctgdtiviheir practices.

Teaching creatively can be described as teachang approaches to make learning
more interesting, engaging, exciting and effectiveachers have to attract the students’
interest and attention in a new way, and as a trdkel development of creative
approaches is called for (Akomolafe, 2016). Reddetature suggest that creative
individuals are more likely to engage in entrepteiz behaviour (Radovic-Markovic,
2017). The concept of creativity is one that iseoftdiscussed in conjunction with
entrepreneurship because the creative thinking msaential element in the formulation
of business ideas and is necessary in every stdgesimess development and execution.
Creativity has usually been defined as the prodoabf novel ideas that are useful and
appropriate to the situation. It means escapingnfitiie existing perceptions and
concepts to open up new ways of looking at and glaiings (Akomolafe, 2016).
Creativity has also been seen in literature agra fif knowledge creation and a way to
benefit learning. In addition, creativity and inadon have close links with knowledge
and learning. Hence, creative education involvbalance between teaching knowledge
and skills, and encouraging innovation.

In order to efficiently prepare for fast changesatiety and work environment,
education should provide necessary knowledge aadtipal skills for students which
are trained for management and entrepreneurshipordingly, students have to be
encouraged to pursue creative and logical thinkingd included in the creation of case
studies. Tools based on critical thinking dependcareful analysis, evaluation, and
reasoning including both deductive and inductivasoming and both analytical and
systems thinking. Some of the tools provide waysstionmarize and communicate
existing knowledge; others focus on the collectianalysis and display of new data.
They are useful in understanding the existing kieolge, gaining additional knowledge,
developing, and testing changes.The course cuaricave to be devised in view of the
experience acquired from either the entreprengurskinvironment or another
environment, depending on the type of the curricullt is necessary, however, to stress
that there is little documented evidence of whacgjr factors within the curricula are
effective in fostering the entrepreneurial abiltief students through education and
raising entrepreneurial intentions after studérgsaduation. In this context, current
educational systems need to adopt new methodsteatdgies that are able to support
the educational goals set and ensure the freeddsauwiing and teaching.
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Entrepreneurial Education

Education has been the bedrock of all social, eminoand political
transformation in all societies. Acting as an iméiye force in society, imparting values
that foster individual excellence, social cohesiod national development. Recognising
the importance of education in national developmpaticy makers around the world
such as European Union in 2006, UNESCO in 2013aAd @ 2012 (Singh, 2016)
have placed an unprecedented focus on the fieddle¢ation across all levels known as
‘entrepreneurial skill development through edugdtior entrepreneurial education for
short. Before discussing entrepreneurial educatiomns important to understand the
concept of entrepreneurship, its importance and ihoan help in achieving sustainable
development.

Entrepreneurship is the art of self-reliance. this desire to start the production
of goods and services, relying on one’s skillssirgj capital, taking risks and
developing managerial capabilities (Olurundareangida, 2017). Entrepreneurship is a
dynamic process of vision, change and creatioredtires an application of energy and
passion towards the creation and implementatiome®f ideas and creative solutions. It
involves exploiting opportunities by pulling togetha unique package of resources to
create value. Singh (2016) argues that entreprehiguiis not confined to making
money, it is also about imagination, flexibilityreativity, willingness to take risk.
Entrepreneurship is the art and science of créxtivinovation and risk taking for profit
in business.

Entrepreneurship is important for accelerating eogin growth both in
developed and developing countries. It promotestalafprmation and creates wealth
for the country (OlundareandKayode, 2017). It i® tprocess of searching out
opportunities in the market place and arrangingueses required to exploit these
opportunities for long term gain. Entrepreneurshimlves transforming creative ideas
into action. The origin of entrepreneurship is &b @s civilization. Business persons
have been creating ventures for masses based ativera@eas, materializing them into
productive action. Entrepreneurs (people who practintrepreneurship) have a vision
for doing things in a better way, thinking beyorme tconstraints of current rules and
resources. Perhaps more importantly, they havepdission and urgency that literally
force them to take risk necessary to realize thision .They want to look deeper in the
world and by doing so, they inspire their fellow fMmeand women. Therefore,
entrepreneurship is not just a venture creationcgss; its essence goes beyond
contemporary times with maturity and serves asgamtaof change. It is universal and is
reflected in all major dimensions of civilizatiofezyvsocial, political, and economic etc.
across the globe (Abama, LawansonandSobowale, 2019)

Today, no matter where you turn, stories aboundhef enormous social,
economic and educational benefits of entreprengurgks a result, entrepreneurship
education programs are proliferating in collaged aniversities around the country.
Whereas about 17 years ago only a handful of sshawfered courses in
entrepreneurship, today the case is different. Despe growing number of new and
expanding educational programs in this area, mehgals have been slow to respond to
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the increasing student and community interest. Jiosving number of students who
chose to shun the traditional employment oppoigsito become entrepreneurs has
caught some school faculty off guard (Charneyaneitap, 2018). Many schools are
still questioning whether entrepreneurship is worthe investment, whether
entrepreneurship enhances their students’ abdityoimpete in today’s job market and
whether their entrepreneurship students make stroagd more successful business
leaders.

The Nigerian economy which used to thrive on adfical exports such as
cocoa, groundnut, hides and skin has been, for ipaass dependent solely on the price
of oil in the international market. It is a commkmowledge that any fall in the price of
oil will result to a fall in the domestic Nigeriatonomy. It was therefore no surprise
that the Federal Government of Nigeria, throughNagional Universities Commission
(NUC), introduced Entrepreneurship Education, whighaimed at equipping tertiary
students with entrepreneurial skills, attitudes amwinpetencies in order to be job
creators and not just job hunters. This is to imprthe economic, technological and
industrial development of the nation, as well asréduce poverty to a minimum
(OlorundareandKayode, 2017).

A major defect of the Nigerian educational systémo|usive of the universities, is its
theoretical inclination. For one instance, mostéiign universities produces graduates
who are at best only suited for white collar jolsl &ave little or no basic skill of any
other vocational relevance. Naturally, such a sitmawill lead to a high unemployment
rate especially among university graduates (Abana, €019). In view of the positive
social and economic effects of entrepreneurshimynidigerian universities are now
advancing entrepreneurial thinking and behaviouwteeelop students’ awareness of the
relevance of entrepreneurship training. Olorundamd Kayode (2017) reiterated the
massive unemployment of Nigerian university gradsanh the country and traced the
problem to the disequilibrium between the labourrket requirement and lack of
essential employable skills by the graduates sugHitaracy, oral communication,
information technology, entrepreneurial, analyticatoblem solving and decision
making.

Entrepreneurship can be the creation of a new trgon or revitalising an
existing organization in response to perceived dppdies. For example, Bill Gates
could not have made his fortune if Steve Jobs didsee the opportunity to build and
sell personal computers. Neither could Steve Jah& Ibuilt a personal computer if
Gordon Moore had not invented the microprocessbusT acts of entrepreneurship
create specific environment within which creativdeas and innovations build on
themselves, leading to continually increasing pobgity. In the past ten years,
entrepreneurship has been extended to cover saak as socio-cultural, political, and
educational forms of entrepreneurial activity. Gangently, when large companies
venture into entrepreneurial activities, it is diésd as “intrapreneurship” or “corporate
spin-off”. Inschool context, entrepreneurship edacacan be divided into three areas:
() learn to understand entrepreneurship, (ii) der become entrepreneurial and (iii)
learn to become an entrepreneur (Gibson, 2016)mdédern day vocabulary, any
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individual industry or business leader with inngwvatand creative business abilities is
described as an entrepreneur or someone who endgaga®repreneurship (Okala,
2008). The entrepreneur is the one who venturediméo business of organising and
managing, while entrepreneurship is the servicedesdby the entrepreneur
(AkanwaandAgu, 2005). By and large, the entreprefgthe ‘person'who perceives a
business opportunity and takes advantage of threescasources to meet with unlimited
opportunities profitably.

Entrepreneurship education is made of all kindsewperiences that give
students the ability and vision of how to access ansform opportunities of different
kinds. As such, it goes beyond business creatids.dbout increasing students’ ability
to participate and respond to societal changesefmneurship education according to
Emeraton (2008) deals with those attitudes andisskilat are necessary for the
individual to respond to its environment in the g#ss of conserving, starting and
managing a business enterprise. He observed thaircéasic attitudes and skills are
essential for an individual to respond positivety lis environment and explore its
potentials. This implies that entrepreneurship atlan prepares the individual to be
properly equipped to acquire saleable skills whioluld be used to manage his own
business or that of other person. Entrepreneueshipation — or enterprise education, as
it is sometimes called, is that education whichiséssstudents to develop positive
attitudes, innovation and skills for self-reliarregher than depending on the government
for employment. Such an experience will in retumoduce graduates with self-
confidence and capacities for independent thouglkigcover new information leading
to economic development.

Entrepreneurship education is the type of educatiesigned to change the
orientation and attitude of the recipients andpteress will equip them with the skills
and knowledge to enable them start and manageiaelsss It aims at developing the
requisite entrepreneurial skills, attitudes, corapetes, and disposition that will
predispose the individual to be a driving forcerianaging a business (AkanwaandAgu,
2015). On the other hand, entrepreneurship educatin be said to focus on developing
understanding and capacity for pursuit of entrepueial behaviours, skills and attitudes
in widely different contexts. This type of educatie open to all and not exclusively the
domain of the some self-acclaimed business gurhis. i§ more true in the sense that
these behaviours can be practiced, developed andel@. Therefore it is important to
expose all students to entrepreneurship educatikmomni, 2009).

Mode of Entrepreneurial Trainingin Nigeria

The growth of any enterprise among other thingseddp on the entrepreneurial
spirit, the qualifications of its owner, qualitygwision of information, knowledge, skills
as well as advice on various aspects of the busié®vever, programmes to prepare
for entrepreneurship training to support small bess have become subjects of further
education and training. Therefore, such furthercatlan needs to focus on filling the
literacy gaps of drop-outs or even the unschodle. students are thus equipped with
necessary skills to become successful entreprerBle. efforts of the Federal
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Government towards entrepreneurship can be sethe iestablishment of the following
skills-specific enterprises (Federal Republic afj&ia, 2004):

(a) National Directorate of Employment (NDE)

(b) Industrial Attachment or Student Industrial Workiggperience Scheme (SIWES).
(c) Vocational and technical training

(d) Information and Communication Technology trainii@T training).

The National Directorate of Employment (NDE) fostiance was Nigeria’'s response
to the need for entrepreneurship training of sclyoeiths towards solving the problem
of unemployment. This nation-wide directorate geby the Federal Government led to
the establishment of the national directorate of employment which
was set up to work out and implement strategiegdiat solving the problems of mass
unemployment in Nigeria. On the other hand, theustdal Attachment or Student
Industrial Working Experience Scheme (SIWES) wdaldished to boost the practical
and entrepreneurship skills of undergraduate stsd#rscience-related discipline.
Vocational and Technical Training refers to thospe&ts of the educational process
involving (in addition to general education), theidy of technologies and related
sciences and the acquisition of practical skiltstuales, understanding and knowledge
relating to occupation in various sectors of ecoicoamd social life. These also have
entrepreneurship focus. With respect to Agricultdnaining, the primary focus is the
cultivation of land, raising and rearing of anim#ds the purpose of production of food
for man, feed for animals and raw materials forustdes. It also involves cropping,
livestock, forestry, fishing processing and marnkgtof agricultural products. There is
no doubt that the preceding programmes provide esiigd with entrepreneurship
training. ICT Training is currently one of the Nig@ government’s drives to popularise
and practicalize entrepreneurship training of oeenting youths and especially
graduates of higher institutions. ICT deals witle tlise of electronic computers and
computer software to convert, store, protect, ecéransmit, and secure redundant
information. Today, ICT has ballooned to encompassly aspects of computing and
technology. It has opened opportunities for our ngpugraduates to become
entrepreneurs.

Challenges of Entrepreneur ship Education in Nigerian Univer sities
Within the frame work of the National Policy on Eation (Federal Republic of
Nigeria, 2004), the primary goals of university edlion in Nigeria are to:
(a) Contribute to national development through higteleelevant manpower training;
(b) Develop the intellectual proper values for the stahof the individual and society;
(c) Develop the intellectual capability of individuats understand and appreciate their
local and external environments;
(d) Acquire both physical and intellectual skills whiefil enable individuals to be self-
reliant and useful members of the society;
(e) Promote and encourage scholarship and communiticeer
(f) Forge and cement national unity; and
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(g) Promote national and international understandiriat@raction.

ltems (a), (b), and (d) of the preceding goals apecific to development of

entrepreneurship skills among undergraduates. Ttbeseof the National Universities

Commission (NUC) and Industrial Training Fund (ITiR)this regard are a formidable

driving force for entrepreneurship education. Umsity education is under extreme

pressure to explicitly prove to society that it canke effective and efficient usage of
their resources and that their activities beaeglee to the employment market, aspects
only really achievable through modern managemetingdn accordance with the
prevailing environment (Agbowuro et al. 2017). Tigsthe area universities have to
demonstrate entrepreneurship capabilities in thegrammes so that their graduates
would largely become job creators and not hob sseke

Unfortunately, several challenges currently facgexian Universities in their bid to

properly entrench entrepreneurship education aritapt curriculum issue across all

disciplines continue to decline. According to Olwdare and Kayode (2017), these
challenges include:

(i) Lack of lecturers with practical entreprenalitraining and consciousness. Although
lecturers’ awareness of entrepreneurship educatangrown in the last five years
and attitudes towards the new curriculum has becomee positive, majority of
lecturers still do not know enough the aims, cotsteand work method of
entrepreneurship education. Consequently, theylmaynable to effectively impart
the desired knowledge and entrepreneurial skilthed students

(i) The task of drawing up course content to beluded in the curriculum of
entrepreneurship-related education programme irerdig universities will require
a very long educational process

(iif) Entrepreneurship education is capital inteesand both lecturers and students need
money to practice the theory of initiating, estslbing and running enterprises. This
undoubtedly constitute constraints which subsedyidnistrate the integration of
the entrepreneurship in academic program.

Abamat. al. (2019) highlighted nine basic factors that hinéetrepreneurship
education in our universities in Nigeria. These g@aor knowledge based economy and
low spirit of competition; poor enterprising cukidack of entrepreneurship teachers,
materials and equipment; unavailability of relevafinds; non-inclusion of
entrepreneurship program in the general schoolictla; poor societal attitude to
technical and vocational education developmentegaate facilities and equipment for
teaching and learning in practical-related coursesgnsitivity of government to
enterprise creation and expansion strategy; and pd&nning and execution of
processes of action. However, one can state catafjpithat several of these factors are
gradually being tackled by the Federal GovernmentNmeria under its relevant
agencies.
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Entrepreneurial Education in the Transformation Agenda of the Federal
Government

Nigeria’s development efforts have over the yeamsnbcharacterised by lack of
continuity, consistency and commitment (3Cs) toeadr policies, programmes and
projects as well as an absence of a long-term petisp. The culminating effect has
been growth and development of the Nigerian Economithout a concomitant
improvement in the overall welfare of Nigerian z#éns and, what one can refer to as
motion without movement. Such a situation has techassive unemployment, poverty
and even insecurity of lives and properties (OldareandKayode, 2017). The Nigerian
government in 2015 based on a set of priority pEdiand programmes which when
implemented could transform the Nigerian economymieet the future needs of the
citizenry. Specifically, the agenda covers issughss macroeconomic framework and
economic direction, governance, sector priorityigges as well as programmes and
projects of the key areas which include real secifrastructure, human capital,
enablers and monitoring and evaluation.
Deliberate measures are being put in place to igonate various sectors of the
economy and thus enhance employment opportunitieshe large number of youth.
These measures include implementation of youth eynpént safety schemes,
development of industrial clusters; Reviewing unéitg curricula so as to align with
industry job requirements and promotion of appoediip/ work experience
programmes or joint ventures; enforcement of mand torya sub-contracting and
partnering with locals by foreign construction canjes; implementation of mandatory
skills transfer to Nigerians by foreign construntioompanies. These are all specific
actions being undertaken in ensuring the culturendfepreneurship education in our
system. In order to implement entrepreneurship &titut, the government through the
NUC inaugurates a committee towards developing epréineurship education
curriculum.

Entrepreneurial Skills

While entrepreneurs have in common certain chatatitss and skills, there is a
wide range of individuality among them. In spodeme athletes do well because they
love a sport and are trained to play it. They hdeneloped their skills. Others are full of
natural talent and require much less special mgin&till others simply find their own
successful approach to playing a sport even thdbgip may not have been trained.
Entrepreneurs are the same way. Some receive fdaraiaing and skill development.
Others have a natural flair for it. Still otherss@k every rule or devise very unusual
approaches, but still succeed. While there is rmopeefor becoming a successful
entrepreneur, certain characteristics are assdoidth entrepreneurial success. Here are
several important ones;
Firstly, do what you love — one of the most impottajualities associated with
successful entrepreneurship is passion. When pdeplecommitted to what they are
doing and when they care deeply about it, theydsthe best chance of being successful
at it. The heart must become an ally of the mindigiyboand John-Akamelu, 2018).
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Entrepreneurs typically care more about what threydaing than how much money they
might make. They must earn an income, of coursethey cannot continue to be
entrepreneurs. However, the amount they earn aofiesecondary to achieving their
goals.

Another key quality of the successful entreprenisuself-confidence. Every
entrepreneur encounters problems, and have tosbeheheir ability to overcome them.
When in doubt, they often use past accomplishmentsoost their self-confidence.
Successful entrepreneurs believe not only that @irey capable of success but also
believe that they are worthy of success. In addjtentrepreneurs are self-reliant. They
do not wait for others to tell them what to do. Ytee self-starters and feel confident
making decisions.

Entrepreneurs have other qualities as well. To mptish their goals and make
their vision a reality, successful entrepreneurstrhave drive, persistence, the ability to
complete tasks, and be willing to work hard. Aduiglly, they are opportunity-focused
and forward-looking. They are able to set both shod long term goals. They create a
vision of what they want their future to be, andyttwork to achieve it. These are some
of the qualities that help them see problems asmppities. Furthermore, entrepreneurs
are willing to take risks. While most people tryaweoid risks, entrepreneurs understand
that risk is a natural part of trying to achievealgo Their self-confidence helps them
accept the challenges of the risk they take.

Entrepreneurs tend to thrive on competition. Whiley may actively compete
with others, they are more likely to compete agaimsmselves. In other words, they are
constantly trying to improve their own performarregardless of what others may be
doing. Although they may not realize it, most epitemeurs are creative. They find
innovative ways to problem solving, looking for newd better ways to doing things —
ways that have not occurred to others. Finallyregmeneurs are willing to learn. They
are information seekers. They may already knoweatgieal, yet they recognize that no
one knows everything, and that they can learn Wdudanformation from others.
Entrepreneurs who are not open to learning oftempcomise the degree of success they
are able to achieve.

Not everyone has the qualities to be an entrepreoewven want to be an
entrepreneur. Some people who possess the necegssdities are not necessarily made
happy by being entrepreneurs. People who havepgatreurial characteristics are often
happier working for someone else. They use thdnepreneurial skills to advance their
own careers without taking the risks associateti Wting an entrepreneur. As with any
sport, having the right attitudes and charactesstian carry you only so far. There are
necessary skills that are necessary for successeVwwo, unlike personal characteristics
and attitudes — which can be difficult to changdrepreneurs can acquire skills if they
are willing to learn them. Additionally, they cairédhpeople who have the needed skills
to work for them. Either way, the following skillre important if the entrepreneur’s
business is to succeed,;

() Ability to plan: The ability to plan is a key skill for entrepren&uThey must be
able to develop plans to meet goals in a varietyaas, including finance,
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marketing, production, sales and personnel (hieing maintaining productive and
satisfied employees.)

(i) Communication skills: Entrepreneurs should be able to explain, disczels,and
market their goods or service. It is important dble to interact effectively with
your business team. Additionally, entrepreneursdnée be able to express
themselves clearly both verbally and in writing.e¥halso should have strong
reading comprehension skills to understand corgraod other forms of written
business communication according to Lyon (2017).

(iif) Marketing skills: The success or failure of a business is very digr@ron whether
the business reaches the market (its potentiabewss), interests the market and
results in those in the market deciding to buy. Wlantrepreneurs who failed started
with an innovative good or service that with propwarketing could have been very
successful. Good marketing skills — that resulp@ople wanting to buy your good
or service- are critical for entrepreneurial susces

The Implication of Creative Education for Sustainable National Development

Previously, the attention was basically on the ephof “development”. The
most interesting aspect of sustainable developnenthe fact that it puts in to
consideration the present conditions of people el a not compromising those that
come later. Therefore, the concept of sustainabkoomal development remains the
modern parameter of measuring development.Boyi JR0flefines sustainable
development as the development that meets the neédwhe present without
compromising the ability of the future generatidogneet their own needs. In another
definition by Nevin (2018), sustainable developmsra process of improving the range
of opportunities that will enable individual humaasd communities to achieve their
aspirations and full potential over a continuousiquk of time while maintaining the
resilience of economic, social and environmentateays. Some of the objective which
sustainable development is expected to realize, iranrease capital income and
employment, promoting human welfare satisfying ®asieed, protecting the
environment, Considering the path of future gemenat achieving equity between rich
and poor and patrticipation on a broad basis in I[dpmeent and decision making is
important.

Education at all levels and in all its forms congés a vital tool for addressing
virtually all global problems. education is not yian end in itself, it is a key instrument
for bringing about changes in knowledge, valuetiabmurs and lifestyles required to
achieve sustainability and stability within and ammaountries (Boyi, 2013). Education
refers to what can be used by man to solve hisl@md) to improve his life and make it
comfortable. It is one of several ways that peasteloy to bring change to their all-
round development. Education demands effort argdgiiise. It is also a formidable tool
for survival.In all nations, Nigeria inclusive, edhtion remains the instrument for
effective national development. While on one hamdetbpment is geared towards
producing or creating something new or more advéfi@esociety and its members, On
the other hand, creative education is a tool witih enhance the desired sustainable
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development. Nevin (2018) describes creative edutaind sustainable development as
two sides of the same coin. The strong correlasioown between creative education
and sustainable development probably explains vdimplars emphasize the need for
creative education for the purpose of achievingdibsired sustainable development.
Akinwale (2018) sees creative education as a sydtemrocedure for the transfer and
transformation of ideas through formal and infortmalning of people in the society to
enable them view their environment from differeergpectives. Consequently stating
that creative education deals with mental, physigasychological and social
development of the citizens in a given society fittéher stated that the goal of creative
education in human resource development is to €ng@ijue solutions to the country’s
challenges aimed at national growth and developmBEmerefore, for any country to
achieve sustainable development in a global econdhegre is need for divergent
thinking when it comes to problem solving. This etigent thinking can only be
achieved by incorporating creative education ifte school curriculum (Radovic-
Markovic, 2017).

Creative Education and Entrepreneurial Skills as Sine Qua Non For Sustainable
National Development

In many European nations, universities and techmicleges trained students
of science, economics and business managementilla giat help to build more
sustainable societies. Programmes such as peacatiediy Human Right Education,
Environmental Education and Youth Entrepreneur meseare taught in many schools.
Hence, such initiatives help students and teacteegain understanding of the inter-
linkages needed for sustainable development. Thghasis has been on education that
will provide life and occupational skills that winhance the potential of individual
reinforcing self-sufficiency and improving qualiby life.
The Nigerian government seems to have woken upeadality that the country needs
to break away from the vicious cycle of povertyfrastructural neglect, corruption and
other social problems. The reason being that, aftere than 50 years of achieving
colonial independence, it cannot be argued thaemdighas attained her optimum level
of development. According to Oyindo and Duru (20X8any individuals have
difficulties in translating their business ideasraalities and creating new business
ventures because of lack of necessary informatiah skills needed to achieve their
targets. To him, the university curriculum was Ire tpast oriented towards making
graduates suitable only for white-collar jobs. Thisderscores why millions of our
youths and a lot of university graduates roam alloatstreets of the major cities and
towns in search of white-collar jobs. It is necegsand possible to position Nigerian
universities to stimulate economic growth througtietiberate agenda of production of
creative and entrepreneurial graduates.
In many countries, including US, high schools offereative education and
entrepreneurship education for life-long trade. Andny of them offer courses that
enable students to meet their general academidreggent while learning a trade.
However, because of the recent challenges in vamtthomy many schools have shifted
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emphasis to training in computers, information texbgy, and related fields. Public
schools work closely with willing industries to aslish curriculum and programmes to
meet their skill demand. Where is Nigeria in thistdry of entrepreneurship education?
While career education has continued to thrive anynsocieties, it is unfortunately an
area that is neglected in Nigeria. No wonder whggé are not working as they should
in Nigeria. The neglect of creative education anttepreneurship education is rubbing
the nation of the contribution their graduates wlaubke on the economy; the graduates
could establish than roam the streets. It is, foezesocially injurious to neglect this
important area or look down on its graduates. Theiety needs competent auto
mechanics and truck drivers, carpenters, plumbelsctricians, electronics and
computers, database, web and network techniciarok-keepers, and clerks, medical
technicians and nursing assistants, (and othewopee$ in this category) to function
well. These are some of the skills in short supplWigeria. The half-baked roadside
mechanics in the society often cause more damagekioles when they are contracted
to service them, and because of poor training sofrthe commercial drivers on the
road and nurses assistants in the hospitals hatersy people to their early death.
Given these facts, it is a disservice to the spd@ineglect entrepreneurship education.
In Nigeria, graduates of vocational and technicastifutions are highly skilled
entrepreneurs, but the society does not seem tmueage the youths to take this role.
Unfortunately, those who influence education policy the society (legislators,
educators, the media, and so on) appear to feelgthduates of technical vocational
institutions are not equal to university graduatesnce there is need for effective
strategies for creative and entrepreneurship emucah Nigeria with the focus on
sustainable national development.

In order to achieve viable creative and entrepraakwducation that will
enhance sustainable national development in Nigéwagundade (2016) postulates
certain strategies that will help to alleviate thmblem of creative education and
entrepreneurial education in Nigeria; Firstly, theshould be some form of genuine
school work based learning incorporated in somalissuas part of the national
economic development strategies. The developmeratppfenticeship scheme would
give new graduates work skills and work experiemtgle also affording them the
opportunity to exercise their creativity positivelyecondly there is need to pool local,
public and private funds to create a small ventapital fund. Furthermore, school
based enterprises where students identify potehtialness plan, create and operate
small business using the school as mini-incubators.

Arogundade (2016) advocated for the creation ofllSmesiness schools where
interested students and community members can cipate; development of
entrepreneurial internship programmes matching estisd with locally successful
entrepreneurs with clearly established educatioognammes. Furthermore, he
advocated for the establishment of an enterprifegaimed at fostering the specific
skill set required for creativity and entreprendipdo serve as skill-acquisition centres
for the youth. In addition and very important iscteate an economic friendly political
environment, improving on government taxation omistale business.
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Conclusions

Evidently, Nigeria is lagging behind in preparingrhworkforce for the
challenges of the rapidly changing global econon@reative education and
entrepreneurial education are fundamental ingréslisnachieving sustainable national
development but this does not happen in isolatibnproved and sustainable
development depends on a strong creative and eatreyrial education system and also
on the provision of the right value system and emrnent beyond school to encourage
creative minds and entrepreneurship to thrive. Likee economic theory of
entrepreneurship propounds, entrepreneurs are aiwdivby economic gain. This pursuit
of economic gain if not channelled positively camd further ruin and destabilize the
progress being made towards achieving sustainatienal development. All too often,
we hear of instances of Nigerian graduates whabirustration have channelled their
creative drive and entrepreneurial spirit towardsninal activities. Many creative
Nigerian who have ventured into entrepreneurshipdas the unfriendly environment
which they are forced to do business. Multiple temxa harassment for bribe by
government officials, epileptic power supply, undfality of funds, unfavourable
government policies, political instability and mampre negative factors contribute to
raising the cost of doing business in Nigeria, otienes rendering the creative ideas and
entrepreneurial ventures unprofitable. This facforse some of the most creative and
entrepreneurial minds in Nigeria to seek out theusty that comes with white-collar
jobs while haphazardly engaging in entrepreneaitVities in their spare time.
This paper examined creative education and entrepral skills as sine qua non for
sustainable national development. We must take rdadge of this opportunity,
presented by the Nationwide Association for the auwbement of Knowledge
(NAFAK), to strive harer toward the enhancementtiodé teaching and learning of
creative education and entrepreneurial skills @Nlgeria educational system.

Recommendations

To ensure popular and effective participation ieative and entrepreneurship
education and enhanced sustainable national dewelap the following
recommendations are made:

1. Entrepreneurship education should be embraced, owdpulsory for every tertiary
institution in Nigeria and offered in all academgmssion, from first year to final
year.

2. Federal government should provide skill centersafmguisitions of entrepreneurial
skills by illiterate youths.

3. Nigeria should refashion her national security gge8 and objectives, hence her
restrictive and traditional national security pagad are not meeting the needs of
the country. Nigeria government should restructtire Nigerian economy by
making resources available and creating busingssramities for youths.

4. There should be value reorientation for the memlwdrshe society. Presently,
materialism is the language that the society utdeds and speaks. This is why
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everybody is after amassing wealth at all cost.

5. There should be a review of our educational systemeflect the present day
realities. Education should not be producing uneygdble graduates; rather the
system should be turning out employable and empsogElabour. It was discovered
that the current education system is deficientrovigling the necessary impetus for
development. It also finds out that same probleeespkescalating despite various
efforts by the government to review policies anoigpammes in the Country.

6. Entrepreneurship education in the universities Ehtwe adequately funded. This
can be achieved through increase in the budgetgation to the universities by
the government. With adequate funding, universittdd be able to establish
entrepreneurial development centers for practicarkwand the provision of
training/instructional material for the programme.

7. There should be provision for periodic retrainingtioe teachers to update their
knowledge in the various areas of entrepreneuaipin the use of information and
communication technology. This will expose them toodern trends in
entrepreneurship across the globe and enhanceieffézaching.

8. There is need for a committee to manage and siggerpiojects to ensure
implementation of project design for a particulavelopmental programme in
schools.

9. For the purpose of achieving sustainable natioeaklbpment, there is need for
learning under conducive environment. As such, dilepidated infrastructural
facilities in schools and colleges must be improved

10. Teachers who are to disseminate knowledge mustdpegy motivated to give and
put in their best. As such the need for salary @m@nt and better working
conditions

References
Abama, O., Lawanson, A. O. andSobowale, D. A. (20Eatrepreneurial interest and
academic performance retrieved 23 July, 2019 from

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/333172@8@repreneurial_interest a
nd_academic_Performance

Adebayo, O. andKolawole, J. A. (2013). The HistariBackground of Entrepreneurial
Development in Nigeria: Its Gains, Shortcomings axeledful. Journal of
Emerging Trends in Economics and Management Sciences, 4(5), 493-500.

Agbowuro, C., Saidu, S. andJimwan, C. (2017). @reand functional education: The
challenges and prospects for a comatose econdooynal of Education and
practice 8. Retrieved fromhttps://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1138934.pdf

Multidisciplinary Journal of Academic Excellence, Vome 20 No 1, July, 2020. ISSN 2141 - 3215 17



Academic Excellence

Akanwa, B., andAgu, C. N. (2005). Entrepreneurshipeory and practice in Nigeria.
Owerri, Nigeria: Resources Development Centre.

Akinwale, O. B. (2018). Promoting Creativity in Miga. Retrieve 2¥ July, 2019 from
https://scholar.oauife.edu.ng/akinwale/files/abw&0
promoting_creativity in nigeria - final.pdf

Akomolafe, C. O. (2016). Managing innovation in Edtional system in Nigeria: A
focus on creating and sustenance of culture ofviation.

Arogundade, B. B. (2016). Entrepreneurship Edupatin imperative for sustainable
development in NigeriaJournal of emerging trends in Educational research
and policy studies, 2 (1), 26 — 29.

Boyi A. A. (2013). Education and sustainable nadlomnlevelopment in Nigeria:
Challenges and way forwarediterranean journal of social sciences. 4 (8).
139 — 155.

Charney, A. andLibecap, G. D. (2018). The impactEstrepreneurship education.
Retrieved23July,2019fronhttps://www.unm.edu/~asalazar/Kauffman/Entrep_r
esearch/ e_ed_grow.pdf

Emeraton, U. G. (2008). Re-thinking higher educatimanagement for poverty
reduction among the youth in Africa. Paper presgrat the 3rd Regional
Conference of Higher Education for Youth Empowerthe@pportunities,
Capabilities and Second Chance. Organized by Higdercation Research and
Policy Network (NERPNET) at IITA, Ibadan, Oyo Stafeigust 18-21.

Federal Republic of Nigeria (2004). National Polioy Education (4th Ed.). Lagos:
Nigerian Educational Research and Development GbRress.

Gibson, R. (2016). The ‘art’ of creative teachimguplications for higher education.
Teaching in higher education, 15 (5), 607 — 613.

Lyons S. T., (2018). The important role of entreyaarship skills and their development
in creating entrepreneurial cities.

Muogbo, U. S. and John-Akamelu, C. R. (2018). Impafcentrepreneurial skills in
reducing youth unemployment in Nigeri&uropean journal of business,
economics and accountancy, 6 (3), 45 — 68.

Multidisciplinary Journal of Academic Excellence, Vome 20 No 1, July, 2020. ISSN 2141 - 3215 18



Creative Education and...

Nevin, E. (2018). Creative education and sustasaelelopment. Retrieved "23uly,
2019 from https://www.developmenteducationreview.com/issseés
6/education-and-sustainable-development

Oduwaiye, R.O. (2009). Entrepreneurship Education Nigerian Universities:
Implementation and Way Forwarlldvances in Management, 8(1), 60-67.

Ogundele, M.O., Sofoluwe, A.O. andKayode, D.J. @Qmtegrating Entrepreneurship
Skills Acquisition in to the National Youths Sergi€orps (Nysc) Programme
in Nigeria.Journal of Entrepreneurship and Management, 1(3), 24-28.

Olorundare, A. S. andKayode, D. J. (2017). Entrepueship education in Nigerian
Universities: A tool for national transformatiomsia Pacific journal of
Educators and Education, 29, 155 — 175.

Oyelola, O. T., Ajiboshin, I. O., Raimi, L., Raheger8., andigwe, C. N., (2015).
Entrepreneurship for sustainable economic growthNigeria. Journal of
sustainable development studies, 2, 197 — 215.

Oyindo, J. A. andDuru, I. D. (2019). Entrepreneipskducation for sustainable
development in NigerigEuropean centre for research and development, 7 (2),
58 — 72.

Radovic-Markovic, M. (2017). Creative education afehrning as a means of
encouraging creativity, original thinking and epreneurship. Retrieved 22
July,2019fronhttp://www.worldacademy.org/files/Montenegro_Corfgze/Cre
ative_Education_and_New_Learning_as_Means_of Eagomg_Creativity b
y_Mirjana_Radovic.pdf

Schmidt, J. (2015). Creativity in the entreprenkigrs classroom. Journal of
Entrepreneurship education, 15, 123 - 131

Singh, S. K. (2016). Entrepreneurship education:ndgpt, characteristics and
implications for teacher educatiorghaikshikParisamvad (An international
Journal of education) 5 1. 21-35. Retrieved from
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/

319057540 Entrepreneurship Education_Concept (leaisiics _and_Implica
tions_for_Teacher Education

Udoh, A. O. andAkpan, O. E. (2016). Functional edion: Rising vocational skills
requirements in a global econominternational Journal of Research in
Humanities, Arts and Literature, 2(6), 2347 — 4564.

Multidisciplinary Journal of Academic Excellence, Vome 20 No 1, July, 2020. ISSN 2141 - 3215 19



