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Abstract

This paper focused on how the curriculum helps in entrepreneurial skills
development and implementation. It observed that the introduction of
entrepreneurship education in Nigerian universities according to the
presidential directive in 2004 was a great step even as facilities for skills
acquisition are generally lacking in most ingtitutions. Following the valuable
intention of the general studies, entrepreneurship course, stakeholdersin LIS
have also seen the need for entrepreneurship studies in the field, which led to
the adaption of infopreneurship that has been included in undergraduate LIS
Education. To train LIS students in entrepreneurship requires to the
development of comprehensive and dynamic curriculum that will meet the
demands of the changing needs of the field. The population for the study was
178 students in CRUTECH, survey research was the design used, census
approach was used for this study and data collected were analyzed using
frequency and simple percentage. In general, the study revealed that there is a
general need for restructuring of LIS curriculum, it was therefore
recommended that the curriculum should be amended or developed and
implemented to build the current challenges of the world at large.

Keywords: Entrepreneurship studies, Library and informat&sience, curriculum,
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The world is drastically changing every day; mahgiriges have been witnessed
and is still being witness in our society as weldlin our educational development.
Ranganatharan’s fifth law of library and informatiscience states that library is a
growing organism, therefore things will certainlgntinue to change. Edegbo (2011)
emphases that development in our society, techimabgr otherwise have brought
significant changes to library and information sce education, the ones that are more
visible and observable are found in the LIS cutaanhich is improving alongside the
changes in technology.

What isCurriculum?

Wiki (2020) defines curriculum as the totality bftcontent of an area of study
to be imparted to its intended learners or studehtsould also be referred to as
specifically planned sequence of instructions teladuld occur in the educational
process of a learner.

Statement of the Problem

Every year both public and private academic imstihs graduates students who
are been thrown into the labour market seekingdioropportunities. Unemployment of
graduate has become a great problem in our sadiéyeria).

Although, the Federal Government of Nigeria havatous intervals set up
policies to reduce the level of unemployment ameladte that Nigerian graduates needs
to be job creators rather than job seekers. Thnfinof this study seeks to explain LIS
curriculum promotes entrepreneurial skills amongdargraduate students in
CRUTECH.

Pur pose of the Study

1. The purpose of this study is to ascertain the eslevof LIS curriculum in
implementing entrepreneurial skills among undergadel students in CRUTECH.

2. To determine the LIS undergraduate students lefvaivareness of entrepreneurial
skills.

Research Questions
This study therefore answer the following question
1. How does LIS curriculum implementation promote epteneurial skills
development among LIS students in CRUTECH?
2. What is the level awareness of entrepreneurialsskitplementation among LIS
undergraduate students of CRUTECH?

Significance of the Study

The study will be beneficial to the undergradudtedents in CRUTECH and
other tertiary institutions in that it will help @m make right decisions in their area of
specialty. Furthermore, the finding of this studyl wonstitute a useful tool in the hands
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of curriculum planners and other stake-holders ow o plan and implement their
curriculum with particular regards to CRUTECH Lisdents’ development

Scope of the Study
The study focuses mainly on LIS year two (2) stasler 2018\2019 academic
session in CRUTECH, Calabar, Cross River Stateeiig

Literature Review

In other to meet up with what society values, ligle@nd norms, most library
schools have introduced computer science programmnestheir curriculum and its
emphasis is on computer and information technolbay.curricular aims to deepen the
traditional framework of library and informationience and to tackle the essence of the
present issues of digital communication.

This is not only to understand how libraries aredéal with the development
and implementation of digital communication, busaato integrate library and digital
communication into our curriculum (Hirrotoyo, 2009)

Entrepreneurship education was introduced into édacational system of
Nigeria with a view of restructuring the systenoimer to reshape both the system and
the individual that at the long run, it will redugeemployment, which according to Eke,
Igwesi and Orji (2011) has an economic quagmiresaouial ill that has eaten deep into
the economy of the nation.

No society in our contemporary world can achievamiegful progress without
taking cognizance of the role of entrepreneursbipce the would be graduate are
expected to acquire necessary skills that will en#fiem meet the needs of the society.
Implementation of entrepreneurial skills curriculuplays a significant role in
unemployment reduction and economic development.

It been observed by Ekoja and Odu (2016), that imeoduction of
entrepreneurship education in Nigerian universit@®wing the presidential directive
in 2004 was a laudable step even as facilitiesKols acquisitions are generally lacking
in most institutions. Sequel to the laudable inter® of the general studies
entrepreneurship course which is yet to be impleéatein CRUTECH, stakeholders in
LIS have introduced a course titled inforpreneyrgbibe taken at thé3r 4" year at
undergraduate level, to train LIS students in gm&eeurial skills. Entrepreneurship
curriculum in library and information science, tbfre, is the total package of the
content, activities, approaches and methods usédgarting entrepreneurship skills to
library and information science students so thagj@duation, they become job creators
rather than job seekers, who wait hopelessly imlesady saturated economy, whether
public or private, where employment opportunities f@wer.

National Universities Commission (NUC) implementdde presidential
directive in the Benchmark and Minimum Academicn8rds (BMAS) for Nigerian
Universities, GST 311. Introduction to entrepremduskills with a 2 credits unit
compulsory general studies course to be offereallyndergraduates regardless of their
fields of study.
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According to Oduwaiye (2014) entrepreneurial skdll aimed at equipping
students with entrepreneurial skills, attitudes amwinpetencies in order to be job
providers and not job seekers. In another studyiethiout by Ugwu (2012), on the
competencies of LIS students for entrepreneurshidigerian universities, Descriptive
survey design and oral interview was used, a ptipulaf 190 final year students and
masters’ students of LIS department in three usities were purposively sampled, a
structured questionnaire was the instrument foa datlection, frequency tables, mean
and percentages were used to analyzed the datdintivegs of this study revealed that
up to 70% of the students have not possessed estepial and ICT competencies
skills for the entrepreneurship opportunities irf6LMore so, the students are yet to
developing the culture and mindset.

Again, Ogueri, Edem and Usoro (2017) conducteduaysto examine the
imperativeness of acquiring entrepreneurial skills self-employment by final year
undergraduate of Library and Information in Nigaridniversities, a case of university
of Uyo, Akwa Ibom State. The case study design usasl, the population comprises of
2015/2016 academic session and the instrumenttarabllection was the questionnaire
data was analyzed using frequency count perceagenean plot and ANOVA at 5%
confidence of interval.

M ethodol ogy

The research design for this study was the sunesearch designs, the
population was 285 undergraduate students of CRUTHCS department, after
administering the questionnaires only 178 copiesewetrieved back from the field this
brings the total number to 178 students, censusapp was used for this study and a
self-structured questionnaire was used to colleth,ddata was analyzed using simple
percentages.

Findings and discussions
Research question 1. How does LIS -curriculum implementation promotes
entrepreneurial skills development among LIS sttslanCRUTECH

SN ITEMS FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE (%)

1 The entrepreneurial skills that helps me|t85 19.6
be more creative & innovative

2 My school creates other avenue fobl 28.6
entrepreneurial training

3 1 do GST in my school 5 2.8

4 My school teaches theoretical more than thg4 19.1
practical aspect

5 Entrepreneurial skills is been in m{ and | 53 29.7
4" year of study

178 100
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From the table 1 above, it can be deduced tha82958) respondents affirmed
that entrepreneurial skill is been taught at 300 400 level followed by school creates
other avenue for entrepreneurial training with 28.61). Others are entrepreneurial
skills that helps me to be creative and innovalfi®6% (35), my school teaches the
theoretical more than practical 19.16 (34) and IGI®T in my school 2.8% (5). This
result in table 1 shows that the implementatioremtrepreneurial skills is being done
mostly towards the end of the student’s graduatiaih entrepreneurial skills being
taught at % and 4 year having a greater percent of responses. Basehle findings,
LIS students require these skills to be implemeniggat from their first year curriculum
and as a GST course in CRUTECH and not only when #ine about to graduate. This
study is in line with the study of Deba, and Hab{®014) that reveal that student’s
participation in entrepreneurship education stireuthe acquisition of entrepreneurial
skills.

Research question 2: Level of awareness of entrepreneurial skills hod yhu get to
know about entrepreneurial skills.

Table 2: Source of entrepreneurship awareness
SN ITEMS VHL HL LL VLL TOTAL
1 Through orientation 44 (24.7%) 44
2 Through the courses offered in thet3 (24.2%) 43
department
3 Through friends 14 14
(7.9%)
4 Through vocational career counseling 855 (30.8%) 55
training
5 Through internet 22 22
(12.4%)
178

VHL= Very High Level, HL= High Level, LL= Low Levelbnd VLL= Very
Low Level
The result in table 2 shows that LIS students gdtrtow about entrepreneurial skills
through vocational career counseling & training mbg 55 (30.8%) followed by
orientation with a total response of 44 (24.7%) ocmgmext to that was courses offered
in the department 43 (24.2%) and through interndt @2 (12.4%) and lastly through
friends 14 (7.9%). Based on the findings in tablet 2vas revealed that LIS students
have a very high level of awareness of entreprasleskills through the courses offered
in the departments, orientation and vocationalaraceunseling and training. The result
further revealed that a significant number of tleepondents indicated a high level
response through the internet, while in the aregedfing awareness through friends,
few of the respondents showed a low level of respoihis mean that there should be
rapid awareness by implementing most of the ergregrial skills in our curriculum
and make the GST course compulsory for everyorerdégss of the field of study.
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Conclusions

The desire to produce graduates who are not oifyesmwloyed, but are also
capable of creating jobs for others, was what ptemphat inclusion of entrepreneurial
skills in Nigeria higher education curriculum, bititimplementation in most tertiary
institutions in Nigerian is still low or poor. Theiccess or failure of the implementation
so far in some Nigerian universities notwithstagdihe idea behind it is still very
laudable.

Recommendations

It is based on this that the following recommermiaiare made
That enough hand-on experiences in the coursecalum should be acquired by
students by teaching them from their first yeathtir final year, so that they can have a
foundation upon which they will build on, shouldethchose to be self-employed or
employers.
More so, government has important roles to playphoviding the appropriate
environment and equipment or facilities necessheydevelopment and equipment or
facilities necessary the development and implentiemtaof an entrepreneurial
curriculum in LIS schools in Nigeria.

References
Deba, A. A., Andimallaniti M. J K. & Habibu, A. M. (2014). Enhancing
entrepreneurial skills of undergraduate sciencegatronal and technical
education students through entrepreneurship educalpurnal of Technical
Education and Training, 6(2), 138-155.

Edegbo, W. O. (2011). Curriculum development irdry and information science
education in Nigeria university: Issues and prospedévailable online at:
http://unlibun/ed/LPPI

Eke, H. N, Igwesi, U. & Orji, D. I. (2011). Inforntian professionals as agents for
promoting entrepreneurship and technology educati@actualizing vision 202
for Nigeria. Library philosophy and practice. Awdile online at http://
www.webpages.uidaho.edu/-mbolin/eke-igwesi-qf.

Ekoja, I. I. and Odu, A. O. (2016). Developing aimablementing entrepreneurship
curriculum in Nigeria n library and information soce programs. Vol. 8 (6),
48-53, Https://D0i.Org/10.5897/1JL12016.0720

Oduwaiye, R. O. (2014). Entrepreneurship Education Nigeria Universities:
Implementation and way forward. llorin: Universig llorin.

Multidisciplinary Journal of Academic Excellence, Vome 20 No 1, July, 2020. ISSN 2141 - 3215 6



Library and Information...

Ogueri, E., Edem, A. A. & Usoro, I. M. P. (2017)mperativeness of acquiring of
entrepreneurship for self-employment by final ydagree students of library
and information in Nigerian Universities. A caseldriversity of Akwa Ibom
State, Nigeria.Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences, 22(7), 76-84.
Available online atvww.isorjournals.org

Ugwu, F. & Ezeani, E. N. (2012). Evaluation of eptreneurship awareness and skills
among LIS students in Universities in South EagjeNa. Library philosophy
and practice. Available at http://digits/commong.edu/ibphi/pra/83b.

Multidisciplinary Journal of Academic Excellence, Vome 20 No 1, July, 2020. ISSN 2141 - 3215 7



