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Abstract

This paper examines the role of women entreprehguiskills in sustainable

development in Nigeria. The paper also discussechem empowerment and
education, women entrepreneur for sustainable dgweént. In addition, the

population of Nigeria, as also the case in mostntnes of the world obviously
shows that women grossly outnumber men. Womeacatgied with various

entrepreneurship skills and even training fellowmem and men in skills
acquisition for self-reliance. This implies thattlevel and rate of sustainable
development of a nation depends very much on wentegpreneur.

Nations all over the world developed economicaliyough entrepreneurship
skills and the role of women in this respect carb®bveremphasized. In spite of this,
anytime women are mentioned in any human endeawmst people frown and start to
think of a second rate activity. A mere observatd everyday life by individuals has
led to a general consensus about the obscurityl@amdesteem or value generally
attached to women.

Women constitute the highest number of populatioNigeria according to the
National Population Census of 2006. This impllest wvomen are mostly affected with
the problem of unemployment. Many have attemptedlobk at various issues
concerned with women unemployment. In this paties,author is concern with how
entrepreneurial skills can be acquired to solve pheblem of unemployment for
sustainable national development. For better @jpien of this work, the paper looked
at the following concepts such as: concept of wgmaomen empowerment and
education, role of women entrepreneur in sustagaelvelopment, entrepreneurship
skills etc.

Concept of Woman?

The period of life between childhood and maturiy adolescence, which
biologically extends from 10 years to the age ofygfrs. Derek (1992) identified the
period of being women from the onset of menstruatitnich is called the menarche, he
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went further that this is when the female child ¢enreferred to as a woman because
she takes the duties and obligations of womanhobkde menarche however, is only the
culminating change in a sequence of events whieimgh the girl into a young woman
accompanied with changes between several glandseirbody. Jallade (2009) sees
women as people in the age bracket of 19 yearedting age. Irrespective of this age
bracket the women still need to be empowered thrargrepreneurial skills to enable
them contribute meaningfully to the economic depslent of the nation.

Women Empower ment and Education

The Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary definespemierment as a process
of granting political, social or economic power dn individual or group by helping
them to succeed. Czuba (2014) sees empowermeatpagcess that challenges our
assumptions about the way things can be. It aingdle our basic assumptions about
power, helping, achieving and succeeding.

Every nation has the responsibility of preparing itomen for survival and
continue to give them the opportunity to contribtdghe development and sustenance
of younger generation. It should be noted thatvibbeld is a global village, therefore
each group, community and nation ought to haves#wiand programnmes which
should be geared towards women empowerment bedhageconstitute the largest
population in Nigeria. This can be achieved thfoagequate policy planning to keep
abreast with what is happening in other parts ef world globally. Appelbaunm,
Dineier and Giddens (2015) see globalization asoagss of making world economy
dominant by capitalist model.

Ekong (2016) asserted that women entrepreneurth@neal engine driving the
economy of Nigeria Nation and are the keys to dgwekent crucial to the goals of
sustainable development. Agbola (1990) confirnteel dssertion by concluding that
women are the operators of the economy and cotestitunajor arm of the labor force,
and that Nigeria women are dynamic, industriousrasdurceful entrepreneurs.

It is believed that a reliable index of the progresd development of any nation is the
position of its women. Women represent a tool fositive change depending on
opportunity given to them to showcase their skillly view of this Obasan (2016)
simply put women entrepreneurs as those women whiseaf made, whose bulk of
wealth did not come from working for other estathient, organizations or companies
but rather from their own innovative endeavors asthblishment. A lot of women in
Nigeria run their own businesses and doing veryl feelthemselves, even better than
some men.

In the world of entrepreneur sphere, the Nigeriameo could be described as
pacesetters in their chosen fields and they areerdeg of every accolade and
recognition they can get, this is because Nigemald boast of such vibrant
entrepreneurial motivated women like Folorunshokidaof Lagos who started walk to
wealth with secretary job, she further went intdoting company called supreme
stitches. Thereafter she delved into oil and &meained a billionaire since then. Her
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net worth is estimated to be $1.9 billion. She 0% of famfa oil limited. She is
categorized as the most successful woman entraprénéligeria. Hajia Bola Shagaga
started working as a clerk with the audit departneéiCentral Bank of Nigeria and then
later delved into commercial sector in 1983, she@®w huge part of her wealth to oil,
presently she is managing director of Practoil témhiwhich is one of the largest
importer and distributor of base oil in Nigeriatelf Chinyere Okoli has made life easy
and healthy in the sense that everyone with headanl takes Emzor paracetamol to
make it go away thank Stella Okoli as a foundeEwifzor paracetamol. Bimbo Alase
with wealth stems from furniture. She is the ownérthe prestigious leather world
furniture company; she started as a small furnistioee and later expanded to be what it
is today and she is one of the most popular ergrequr in Nigeria. Other women
entrepreneurs in Nigeria who have successfully rdmrted to the economic
development of Nigeria are: Fifi Ejindu who is aufder of starcrest group of
companies. Linda lkeji, a blogger in Nigeria whade millions from gossip blogging
and also a successful female entrepreneur in Nigérera Fela Durotoye who managed
to build an empire from something people considevidl that is make-up artist who
owns House of Tara International and Greater of‘Traga Orekelewa” Beauty range.
Uche Eze Pedro is also a blogger, social mediarexqme founder of the prestigious
Bella Naija which is an online magazine and blogowbcuses on reporting news,
entertainment fashion, lifestyle and other mediateot aimed at Pan African and
Nigeria audience. Bella Naija has become everehlig’'s dream to be featured on the
website. Betty Irabor started as a freelance wiiteThisday and Vanguard newspapers
and today she is the founder and publisher of Gemevmagazine. In fact, the
popularity, and respect accorded Genevieve Magagziraough to make her one of the
female entrepreneurs in the history of Nigeria. ughthese women were pride to
womanhood anywhere in Nigeria and a great forcdewmelopment in their spheres of
influence.

Entrepreneurship Skills

Our review of literature confirms that it is podsilbo identify a set of skills that
can be critically looked into as entrepreneurshiitiss However, skills according to
Hadiza and Sikiru (2016) are qualities of perforoenvhich does not depend solely
upon a person’s fundamental innate capacities st tme developed through training,
practice and experience. Skills may depend esdlgntin learning; it also includes the
concept of efficiency and economy in performandéwaoke (2019) sees concept of
skills as flexibility with which a skilled operataraches a given end on different
occasions according to precise circumstances.

However, it must be noted that even when basic hupwpacities are not
enough to produce skills, they form the essentadid of their development; skills
represent particular ways of using capacities latien to environmental demand, with
human beings and external situation together fagnainfunctional system. There are
various fields that make someone an entreprenedimdrat entrepreneurial skills are.
Entrepreneurial skill is the ability of an individluto exploit opportunities or ideas and
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create an enterprise which could be small or bigniot only for personal gain but also
for social and developmental gains (Iromaka 2006).

Entrepreneurship skills are associated with conmpetén the process of opportunity
identification or creation, the ability to capitadi on identified opportunities and a range
of skills associated with developing and implemagtbusiness plans to enable such
opportunities to be realized.

There is a clear evidence to suggest that thesepissitive association between
entrepreneurship skills and some measure of busisescess. There is notable
evidence that some entrepreneurship skills can aoght or learned. However,
entrepreneurs tend to learn less effective from dbmventional didactic approaches
typical of much of the educational sector. The treffective approaches to develop
entrepreneurship skills involve experiential leagni based around task-oriented
development focused on problems associated witinBss.

Anho (2011) opined that entrepreneurial skills gydnd education and training, rather
it involves a process of human capacity buildingptigh formal and internal training,
inculcating the entrepreneur basic skills such iasantial skills, technical skills,
marketing skills, communication skills and techmgidal skills. An entrepreneur should
also possess some of the following characteristaiss according to (Iromaka, 2005)
which include; deep sense of innovation, initiatdtraction for ambiguous, unstructured
situations, enthusiastic vision, self confidenceskRTaker, Task and Result Oriented,
Leadership Skills Originality, Decision Taker, emetic and ability to work longer
hours, etc.

Entrepreneurship Skillsfor Sustainable Development
Entrepreneurship is the practice of starting newanization or revitalizing

nature organizations particularly new businessésomen entrepreneurs according to
Anyakaoha (2009) are women who have possessiomtefpgises, or ventures and
assume significant accountability for the inhergeks and the outcome. They are
ambitious women who combine, land, labour and ehpd create and market new
goods and services. Therefore, the following amtributions of women entrepreneurs
as noted by various researchers, Nwaoke (2019 bt entrepreneurship helps in
sustaining nation’s economy through:

* Development of New Markets: This implies that entrepreneurs are resourcefdl an
creative individuals who create customers as buygtbleir activities.

» Discovery of New Sources of Materials. Simply put by Okechukwu (2017) that
women entrepreneurs are never satisfied with thdittonal or existing sources of
materials. As a result of their innovation, pdesise and focus, new sources of
materials are discovered. This improves their rpniees faction of the buyers or
customers.

* Introduction of New Technologies. Women entrepreneur helps in facilitating new
technologies, industries and products. This carddree by taking advantage of
business opportunities and transforming them intofigg and also help in the

Multidisciplinary Journal of Academic Excellence, Vome 20 No 1, July, 2020. ISSN 2141 - 3215 4




Women Entrepreneurial SKills...

reduction of social vices and other related crimeéédeping the recipients occupied
and busy with acquisition of skills thereby keepthgm from evil thought. Eyibe

(2015) noted that entrepreneurship has helpedeatiog employment; millions of

jobs are provided by women entrepreneurs througlwdtyral enterprises factories,
industries and other small scale enterprises.

* Create Employment: The greatest challenge of the contemporary system i
unemployment. But female entrepreneurs have prduissive employment which
has multiplier and accelerating effects on the whetonomy. More jobs mean
more income which thus results to increased denfiandoods and services and
thus stimulate production and more employments.

Characteristics of Women Entrepreneur

Women entrepreneurs must possess the followingacteistics from the view of
different researchers. Some of these charactisiclude the following:

» Enthusiastic.: Women entrepreneurs must have enthusiastic visioohwepresents
the driving force of the enterprise Iroamaka, (2026ted that without such vision
creation cannot be actualized, and one of the enichiaracteristics of women
entrepreneur is focus on vision and clear taskshtuld be noted that the basic
measure of success in any business are usualhyhbeadked in attainment of set
targets and where possible surpassing such tagdtfor a target to be set, it means
that such goals and objectives are quantifiabla imdices e.g. profitability, growth
rate of the organization, contribution to employingeneration etc. Hence, the
entrepreneur is a person who is always expectidgagpreciates outcomes in terms
of results valuated on a concrete feedback.

* The study of Ajai (2016) emphasized self-confidenéte said that self-confidence
is a unique characteristic of an entrepreneur. repnéneur is driven by self-
confidence, she must have a belief in herself afeh products she intends to offer
to the public. Therefore, self-confidence on tlaet pf the entrepreneur results to
consistency focus and self determination to achieee objectives and success.
Also calculated risk takers based on skills andwkaedge of subject endeavours is
another characteristics. Entrepreneurial outcosna ifunction of interaction of
different factors. Meanwhile, the elements assediawith these factors are
generally minimized based on skills, knowledgealdeand analytical ability of the
entrepreneur.

» Boroffice (2015) in his study contended that leabigr skills, organizational skills
and originality are other characteristics of ente@gurship. Hence she pointed out
that, entrepreneurship must have leadership shdeskills acquired through formal
training or naturally gifted. As an entrepreneyou must be able to mobilize
human and other resource and channel them intcopefyl use for attainment of
desired goals or results. Therefore, the abilitycoordinate, plan and control all
other factors of production must be exemplary aesyasive, it is also important
that the entrepreneur must have the ability to mizga manage, plan, coordinate,
control and direct all other factors of productionattain set of objectives in which
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the business is set up. On the other hand, aepgatreur should be innovative,
creative, flexible, and open minded to be abledovert ideas and knowledge into
new and original concept capable of serving usaigbose.

Conclusions

Women entrepreneurship skill is essential for rapmbnomic growth and
development for country sustainability. It creagels opportunities for both men and
women thereby reducing social vises, poverty arempioyment.

To this end, and to break away for the shacklesvaien unemployment, quality
support should be given to women entrepreneursugffiroadequate support and
encouragement from government especially now tloaen venture into different areas
of entrepreneurship with high level of sinceritydamansparency, it will not be surprise
to see in the future that women entrepreneur exgél contribute meaningfully to the
development of Nigeria economy.

Recommendations

This paper therefore recommends the following:

 Government should ensure that Nigeria women ardy fuhvolved in
entrepreneurship skills.

*  Women in Pudah from Northern part of Nigeria sholbédencouraged to acquire
entrepreneurship skills to enable them contribbértquota to the development of
Nigeria economy.

« All women in Nigeria irrespective of their educatid background should try as
much as possible to acquire one skill in additiortiteir qualification instead of
sitting at home waiting for white collar jobs; thegn start something until the white
collar job comes.

 The Federal Mortgage banks should be fair in giving loan without gender
discrimination.

» Entrepreneurship education should be made compuédall levels of education in
Nigeria.
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