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Abstract

Girl-child education has become a very sensitigaiésin education in Nigeria
in spite of the various workshops and conferenedg to sensitize the society
about the dominance of training the male child ornfal education.
Surprisingly, these measures have not been alilada lasting solution to the
scourge. This paper therefore, discusses the nedthtmonize the issue of
gender apartheid to enhance girl-child education as effective means for
value re-orientation, poverty eradication and foational development in
Nigeria. It looks like there is absence of policthat specifically attend to
gender issues thereby leaving room for the genadgr that exists. It is also
glaring that government has not developed stronytavimake such policies.
Without a right to education, these girls will graye in poverty without hope,
ambition and no future. Furthermore, it outlinesnder factors as it affects
girl-child education in Nigeria. These include tiidns and customs, religion,
poverty, illiteracy. Consequently, some reasonsvgiven for the need of girl-
child education as a tool for value re-orientatiopoverty eradication and
national development. Recommendations made incltid&t, the federal
government, state and local, as both “guarantor aedulator of education”
should safe-guard this fundamental human right iafdild education and
champion this “noble cause” by creating the awaremanore to parents in
particular and the populace in general.
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Education is a basic human right and has been néd) as such since 1948
adoption of Universal Declaration or Human RighT® ensure equal access to
education, the National Policy on Education st#tes access to education is a right for
all Nigerians regardless of gender, religion angablility. In Nigeria society today,
much importance is still placed on the male edoocathan the female. This is so
because some individuals see the female primasil{Caild incubators’, homemakers,
unpaid labourers in the farm owned by their husbaartl generally perceived as being
inferior to the men. In the Nigerian economy anel world over, male and female make
up the labour forces who either are employed bylipulir private sectors or the
economy of the entrepreneurs. Therefore Girl-chddcation is a vital key for poverty
eradication and National development.

Some scholars believe or agree that the primarjcypabjective of every
country should be to grow the economy and imprbeeliving conditions of the people.
However, poverty eradication and national develapneannot improve without human
capital development which forms a major determinainbational development. Girl-
child education is one of such education that isded at all levels of schooling for
value re-orientation, to eradicate poverty andrtbamce national development. In this
dispensation, there is a clarion call for harmargzainale/girl-child education. As it is in
the developed countries, there has to be a detdeftort to bring Girl-child and male
education to equilibrium if Nigeria has to devel®¥pomen have had various challenges
in their desire to obtain equal education in athfe of education in Nigeria. Cairo and
Beijin conferences declared that education is @a éinat offers some of the clearest
examples of discrimination women suffer. AccordingOkafor (2016) being born and
growing up as a girl in a developing society likegétia is almost like a curse due to
contempt and ignominy treatment received from #milfy, the school and the society at
large. The cumulative effects of these discrimingtexploitative and unjust treatments
have had profound negative impacts on educatioppbrunities available to girl-
children.

Girl-child education conceives what male-child eation produces and so
without girl-child education, national developmenay be farfetched. There are some
social settings where women are not permitted tokwamd earn a living for their
families; some are not involved in discussions ecision-makings in the family even
when the issues being deliberated upon concerrezd. thheir ‘place’ is in the kitchen
and they have no right to education; rather these ghis opportunity to male alone.
According to Offorma (2009) in sub-Saharen Afrittee humber of out of school girls
has risen from 20 million in 1990 to 24 million2002. The Girl-child education plays a
pivotal role not only in poverty eradication busa@lin national development because
these girls were created for a purpose and thatogermust be discovered at a place of
insight, interest and desire. Bukeir (2011) in &égount stated that statistics and other
reports repeatedly show that girls have lowerditgrrates than boys; that there are over
65,000,000 girls around the world that are notdhosls, a large percentage of this
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figure is from West Africa. According to his repoitt was said that educating the girl
child is tantamount to educating the nation butNigeria, it is apparent that the
education of the girl-child is not given as mucteation as it required. Among children
not attending school there are twice as many gislvoys. The harmonization of the
Girl-child/male education acts as a trigger headive spark gold to economic activities
of the nation for poverty eradication by their gieal and creative ways. Educating one
girl can make a huge change for the better Nigdierefore, the place of Girl-child

education for value re-orientation, poverty eratiicaand national development cannot
be over-emphasized.

M eaning of Key Concepts
Girl-child Education

Girl-child as defined by Offorma (2009) is a biolog) female offspring fron
birth to 18 years of age. This includes the pedbdhfancy, childhood, early and late
adolescence stage of development. National ChildfanéePolicy (1989) as cited by
Ada (2001) said a girl-child is a female betweerah@ 18 years. Girl-child education is
therefore a catch-all term for a complete set sfiés and debates surrounding education
ranging from primary to tertiary and health edumatfor girls. It includes areas of
gender equality and access to education and itsexbion to the alleviation of poverty.
Education has been regarded as a potent instruorenational development. The Girl-
child is a female, small young girl, a teenage gihlo is not yet an adult. Girl-child
education is therefore, that type of education mite the girl at school age that will
impact in the learner, the right attitude, valuel aevelopment of various skills, the
education that provokes creative thinking, the atlon that relates what goes on in the
classroom with the real life situation, educatibattmakes the learner relevant after
graduation and education that makes the girl prideu@nd functional in the society. It
is education that will enable the girl to be seliance in future. (Uko & Okon 2007)
stated that self-reliance involves self-dependeatieer than dependence on others. It
implies harnessing the creative abilities of leesrie order to develop and enhance self-
improvement.

Poverty Eradication

The word Poverty Eradication has to do with a wagdcape poverty, a way of
fighting it. Poverty and hunger are limitationsdnes existence. Poverty includes low
income, hunger, disease, inadequate shelter andalign from some basic indices of
good life. To fight against these limitations ieseas poverty eradication. It is also a
measure in a form of policy to reduce or removesdihiéerings of the people in a given
environment i.e. village, community, local, statefederal government. Poverty is not
new, it has been in existence in the world in ganand Nigeria in particular, the
solution therefore, should be in girl-child educatiwhich may be a way out of poverty
since it has the opportunity of creating wealththe society. Poverty eradication is
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addressed in Chapter Il of the Johannesburg plaimpfementation (2002) which
stressed that it is the greatest global challergging the world today and an
indispensable requirement for sustainable developnparticularly in developing
countries. According to Watt (2000) poverty is #tate of need in which we are unable
to meet our needs. Edozien (1975) saw it as inaggwf income to support a
minimum standard of living. Poverty eradication m&gursuing the lowest possible
levels of poverty in the industrialized world, bath incidence and in depth. It also
means eliminating “deep poverty” as people on $aadaistance are in deep poverty.
Dreeze and Seen (2001) addressed poverty in teromnetraints on capabilities... and
functioning poverty eradication therefore is begpraached as an exercise in raising
people’s capabilities or enhancing freedoms.

National Development

National development refers to the ability of aierato improve the lives of its
citizens. Measures of improvement may be materiahsas an increase in the gross
domestic product, or social such as literacy ratebavailability of health care. National
development can also be regarded as improvemenaiarial well-being of all citizens
not the most powerful and rich alone in a sustdmalay such that today’s consumption
does not imperil the future. National developmewbives improved economy, growth,
better condition of living of the people in a giveociety. No society can attain national
development if education of the girl is neglectadany way because both male and
female have creative abilities or potentials toegate the same result provided they
follow the principle of investment which leads teetgrowth and development of that
society. This is in line with the National Educati goals derived from the philosophy
which stresses on the acquisition of appropriatissind development of mental,
physical and social abilities and competences agpant for individual to live in and
contribute to the development of the society.

Gender Factorsasit Affects Girl-Child Education

Uptill date, in most parts of our country, girlseastill not allowed to go to
school or be educated. It seems to be a naturaopienon for parents to consciously
embark on training the male child and no opportesitor the girls. This is as a result of
the following factors:

Customs and Traditions:

The Nigeria family culture is one which fathersdeto have unquestionable
authority and right regarding their children anchily matters, this is because Nigeria
families usually have a patrilineal descent in ttizd children are considered their
father's property and he has to approve of all enattrelating to their care and
upbringing. Girls therefore are seen by their feghes ‘child incubators’ are not to be
trained. Secondly, because of strong opposition asalisations that will come from
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their kinsmen, they seem not to act contrary tdr thestoms and tradition that female is
not to be trained or educated. They believe thannfemale is trained or educated, she
becomes very wild, wise and exposed to an extettkie man no longer accorded any
regard. Women are still not allowed to partake égision making processes. The men
discuss, make decisions and the women are expectdide by it, without putting their
opinions into consideration. Again, in Nigeria cué, the biggest hurdle is the
prejudices that families have about girls suchtlagse girls are slow learners, they are
not rational, they are to be confined inside hendstic chores, and why bother about
educating them. The gender apartheid placed thecbitd in a disadvantageous
position, suppresses her potentials and destroyssék-actualization making her
become a victim of the already existing socio-agaltunale chauvinism.

Religiously, some part of the country sees the-afiild as not expected to
appear in public not to talk of attending schodiey should be inside satisfying their
husbands’ desires. Culturally, the girl is seeteas important than the boy. It is the boy
that takes the family name so he is the person ghatild receive education. Some
parents see the money invested on girl-child ettutats a waste. The girl-child after
attaining whatever level gets married and by thatdfers whatever gains that comes
from the education to the man who may not even nelpee that they are existing.
Sometimes after training the girl-child, she getanied and may never work. There is a
saying that women’s education ends in the kitchBome parents see girl-child
education as a way of negative transformation armitiation of an individual into
materialism, promiscuity and inculcation of westewitural ideologies (Tyoakaa et al
2014). In some culture, the girl-child is suppose@xperience her second menstruation
in her husband’s house after the first one in h#érer’s house. This explains why some
girl-children are given away in marriage as eadyten or eleven years thereby marring
her education opportunities.

Poverty has also contributed its own quota to lowalild attendance to
school. Some parents are so poor that they carfostl ssending all their children to
school. In such a situation, they choose to seaddty-child since they feel that he has
more chances of reading choice courses of sucheaBcime, engineering, law and
others and also has more chances of getting ahjab the girls. The girls are then
advised to marry or are trafficked as prostitutaken as house helps as they are more
preferred to the boys or are asked to engage iy pebnomic activities. llliteracy is
another factor affecting girl-child education. Where parents of the girl-child are
illiterates, they may not see anything wonderfubwthsending a girl-child to school.
There is the tendency for them to dance along #ith culture of their society. This
thereby increases the vicious circle of illiteramyd poverty. According to FRCN daily
commentary, 70% of people living below poverty lare women.
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Harmonizing Gender Issuesto Enhance Girl-Child Education

Gender harmonization has to do with identifying asligninating all policies
that hindered girls’ full participation in educatioThere is clearly a gap between male
and female education in Nigeria that needs to lekdd into. At the Pan-African
Conference held at Ougaudugu, Burkina Faso in Marah April 1993, decades after
the UN declaration, it was observed that Nigeria &l lagging behind other regions
of the world in female access to education. It \a noted that greater disparity
existed in education and that there was need tatifjeand eliminate all policies that
hindered girls’ full participation in education. éarding to United Nations Human
Development Report (2005) Nigeria was classifiedlag development country in
respect of equality in educational accessibilityNigeria, it looks like there is absence
of policies that specifically attend to gender &sthereby leaving room for the gender
gap that exist. Even with the launching of UnivéMasic Education, the number of
girls in schools is terribly low. Some States atit gery much below the stipulated
standard in terms of girl-child education. It shtbbe noted that the girl-child is not in
any way sub human. Nature has endowed her withnpale as with the boy-child.
Gender harmonization therefore talks about givimg girl-child as much opportunities
and recognition given to the boy-child. Equal tneamt should be given to both sexes.
The girl-child should be allowed to enjoy in full auman rights and participate in all
things the boy-child participates in. There shdwddpolicies made to give the girl-child
legal backing to enjoying her full rights. The gowment should develop strong political
will to be committed to giving the girl-child evesupport that will liberate her from
marginalization and discrimination bringing hetla same level with boy-child. This is
necessary because until this is done, the plighthef girl-child remains the same.
Educational opportunities of the girl-child candmhieved when the government legally
gives the girl-child full recognition as is givem the boy-child. Harmonization gives the
girl-child the access to school unhindered andtemianpted in order to get herself out of
poverty thereby contributing to national developimen

Girl-Child Education for Value Re-Orientation

There have been disparities in the education oflamd girls in different parts
of the country as a result of traditional belidittthe place of a girl or woman is only in
the home or kitchen. It also seems to be naturahpmenon for parents to consciously
embark on training the male child but it is idealmerge it with the future of what
parents can foresee. No girl is born without carthstinctive abilities which if properly
harnessed through Education, can make her an ondistasuccess no matter her level
of education. Most of them possess the qualitigzettbome entrepreneurs and therefore,
these qualities and talents need to be developedrdingly by exposing them to
education. Nigeria is aware of the need to creatersabling environment for rapid
development and eradicate poverty. In essenceyiighould be committed in or fight
for improvement of girl-child education. Girl-chitdaining, through schooling promotes
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national development, social development and squiice. Our society may be in
disarray because one girl is not educated. We risaybe crying over, not knowing their
vantage. Many jobs and business have crumbledaltieir absence and some homes
seem empty without their priceless position. Nigeshould be aware, that this
generation by all means wants to play a significesie in eliminating poverty,
improving their communities and creating the futtineough innovation, imagination
and opportunity recognition. All these mentionedabdwill come to be when they are
properly guided and counseled through formal or fmmmal education for societal
economic growth which will lead to national develognt. From the mid twentieth
century, a lot of women began to change for théeeheSome forward-thinking parents
began to allow their girl-child acquire educatioree in the face of strong opposition
and accusations of acting contrary to custom aawdition. Movements in support of the
rights of the girl-child education began to spriqg all across the globe and suddenly,
the Nigerian girl had the opportunity to be some-other than who the male-dominated
Nigerian society made them to be. They became ¢ghscand taught the men in
schools; lawyers and defended the men; medicabdoeind treat the men; scientists;
artists; judges, politicians; legislators, diplosjagoldiers, engineers, astronauts and in
every field of human endeavour.

Nigeria women of today are consistently making rthearks in their chosen
profession; they have demonstrated that they awmaeléq and sometimes, even better
than their male counterparts. They are celebrateavar the globe for their numerous
achievements, while still playing the traditionaler allotted to them — bearing children
and managing the home. A retrospective evaluatfo@id-child education in Nigeria
especially in this dispensation is necessary n@am #wver to meet the challenges in the
country. This process of evaluating girl-child edlien involves value-re-orientation of
the education to remove the prejudices that famhi@ve about girls to boost their value
for it and actually make them to realize the impnce of educating a girl. The word
value-re-orientation also has to do with makingifea® responsive, interested and give
attention to Girl-child education or giving fami#ieand the general public adequate
reasons to eradicate the poor perception they &lawet educating a girl. It is also about
educating the girl, which in turn will produce aué that will be tremendous to parents
and the society.

From every indication, the girl-child has not begven adequate recognition in
the society and has not been given full opportuiityprove her worth. The value
attached to the girl-child is a second hand vaeeing her as weak, another man’s
property, baby making machine, unequal to the rohlil are all misguided opinions
and prejudice. The girl-child should be given fydportunity to education and free hand
to select the course of her choice. Over a peridahe it will be discovered that where
the girl-child is placed in the society is not adly where she belongs. That she is
endowed with great potentials which she can hareess more than the male-child to
impact the society, her home and herself. Whatenay have given rise to the value
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placed on the girl-child, it is believed will begwed wrong if the girl child is given a
chance to prove herself.

Girl-Child Education for Poverty Eradication

Poverty goes beyond lack of income and resourcegngure sustainable
livelihood. Other areas it can be seen are limdedess to education and other basic
services; social discrimination and either exclosio lack of participation in decision
making. Suleman defines it as a state of beinghitkvwve are unable to meet our needs.
According to UN report, one in five people in denmhg regions still live on less than
$1.25 a day and there are millions more who ma#e fnore than this daily amount and
many people risk slipping back into poverty. Durthg World Education forum held in
Darkar in April 2000, the international communitpderscored the need to eradicate
extreme poverty and gave its collective commitntentvork towards this aim through
education. The inadequate enrolment of the gildclim schools is widening the
educational and economic gap between the maleeandlé folks, families and Nigeria
in general. This issue of parents refusing to ihwretheir girl-child who if well educated
will stand as corner stones of their homes andespahould really be addressed. This
non-commitment to the girl-child has spread theeafide of poverty which now moves
from generation to generation. This girl-child hidme natural ability to recognize
opportunities in life, ability to pursue such opjpmities by generating new ideas, the
ability to create and operate a new Venture andiltfidy to think in a critical manner.

Girl-child education is one of the most effectivays for ending poverty in
developing nations. When they are sent to schot#ads to delayed marriage thereby
reducing the number of children each of them walldr They also use more effective
methods of family planning. When population redudbgs pressure of population on
resources reduces thereby reducing the effect\wérpo Girl-child education increases
the number of women with jobs and higher earningss is so because education
bestows on the female folk a disposition for aliifieg acquisition of knowledge, values,
attitudes, competence and skills which help to ieetel poverty. From being a girl, she
becomes a woman. Women have been playing vita$ ial@arious aspects of nation’s
development. Women are not found wanting in runal arban areas in this nation. The
rural woman is actively involved in Agriculturaltagties like farming of all kinds while
the urban women are involved in several activitieg generate income because they are
not job seekers but job creators thereby reducimegnployment in our society. As the
girl is trained they become creative and innovativeexplore and exploit business
opportunities.
Studies across countries have proved that the iteigetten from investing in girl-child
education is often higher than that of the boyeth#in extra year of schooling increases
a woman'’s future earnings by about 15% compareld ©i9% for a man. With this, the
woman can carter for herself and the family and ermakich contribution to the income
of the family. This is a giant step towards povesyadication and National

Multidisciplinary Journal of Academic Excellence, Mome 17 No 1, July, 2017. ISSN 2141 - 3215 8



Gender Harmonization and ...

development. Education therefore is uppermostéaking the vicious circle of poverty.
When a girl-child is educated, she no longer rlwesrisk of inheriting the poverty of her
mother which exposes them to all forms of abusetangehold slavery.

Girl-Child Education for National Development

Organizations view national development as theatglaf the nation to improve
the lives of its citizens. Measures of improvenmmaal be material such as an increase in
the gross domestic products or social such asdijerates and availability of health
care. The goal of national development is to imprthe lives of citizens. Now if this is
the case, then education is definitely a key taonat development. Since it has been
established that girl education is a tool for poyeradication, it is also conversely a
tool for national development. It has been obsertledt rapid socio-economic
development of a nation depends on the caliber ahe&n and their education in the
country. Giving education to the girl-child givesrhchances of healthier and happier
life. An educated woman has acquired skills, infation and self confidence that she
needs to be a better parent, worker and citizea.iSmore likely to be more productive
at work. World Bank determined that each year bbst prevents two maternal deaths
out of one thousand women each year. Exposingcdedtication is exposing her to
better life. It helps her make better decisions Her and her family, have healthier
family and improve standard of living. It redudie risk of exposure to diseases such
as VVF and HIV/AIDS. Education of women also lowbergh maternal and infant/child
mortality. All these are proofs of national devetmmt. When the girl child is educated,
she acquires knowledge and skills which will hekr lcontribute her quota towards
national development that is by working in differeactors of the economy.

Conclusion

The need for harmonizing boy/girl-Child educati@niot be over-emphasized.
It is ideal to pay attention to it because it vélihance positive attitude, behavior and
character. Their destiny can be stream lined, whiithhelp them in the nearest future
to become icons of ideology and integrity towardslue re-orientation, poverty
eradication and national development. Girl-childigation has been proved to be of
great benefit to value re-orientation, poverty @ation and national development. Even
though Nigerian government has developed the giyafter the Acceleration of Girl
Education (SAGEN) and now being reinforced by tlsvrGirls’ Education Project
(GEP), to be implemented in conjunction with UNIC&#kd other bodies, but they have
not developed the political will to implement it.

Parents and government should support Girl-Childication because the
desired outcome will be increased benefits forahiéd and the society at large. It will
take government’s strong political will, parentadacommunity involvement, special
provisions for the girl-child, relevant curriculand removal of prejudice to improve girl
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child access to education. Let the society tap timeopotentials the girl child is endowed
with and reap the benefits thereof.

Recommendations

1. Federal, State and Local Governments as both gwasaand regulators of
education should safe-guard this fundamental hungirn of education and
champion the noble cause by creating the awareaness to parents about the
importance and need for Girl-Child education.

2. In the bid to turn the country around, the Fedesties and local governments
should roll out an ambitious ‘transformation agendi#h which to deliver
projects, programmes and key priority policies@arl-Child education.

3. Government should develop the political will to iement Girls’ education
project by building schools at all levels specillicdor girls especially in our
rural areas.

4. To motivate and encourage them, government showddige scholarship for
them or allow them to pay less school fees forféloe that funds are not always
available and enough to train the female child.
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