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Abstract 

The paper x-rays the concept of national development, empowerment of 
Nigerian women which when attained would enhance women in the world of 
excellence and productivity towards enhanced nation building, the hindrances 
of girl child education are addressed which includes political, religious and 
socio-cultural factors amongst others. The pre-requisites for ensuring women 
empowerment in the society are also discussed. The paper stresses that 
education is the right of a girl child and a key for transforming her life and 
making her a responsible member of the society. This paper also suggests that 
since the role played by the girl child in economic development are of great 
importance; they should be availed with good educational opportunities to 
enhance their social, political, and economic participation towards enhanced 
nation building.  
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In Africa, women are considered as properties or pleasure objects owned by 
men and as ‘machines’ meant for producing children. These situations have resulted in 
unfair treatment of women especially with regards to the preference to the education of 
the male-child to the female child. In the traditional Nigerian society, there exists the 
belief that women are second class citizen (Enejere, 1991). The author further averts that 
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gender inequality in Nigeria is promoted by religious and communal customs. Young 
girls particularly in Northern Nigeria are still denied the benefits of education. This has 
given undue advantages to the male-child with consequences that have perverted the 
society at large.     

Obinaju (2014) sees education as inalienable right of all irrespective of the 
person’s circumstance. Education in its general sense is a form of learning which the 
knowledge, skills, values, benefits and habits of a group of people are transferred from 
one generation to the next through storytelling, discussion, teaching, training or 
research. Education has been described as the most important aspect of human 
development, a key to a successful living, especially girl-child education (Micheal, 
2011).  Girl-child education is a catch-all term for a complex set of issues and debates 
surrounding (primary education, secondary, and tertiary and health education in 
particular) for girl and women. Denying the girl-child access to education implies 
making her a dysfunctional member of the society. Statistics show that many girls are 
not enrolled in school. The global figure for out of school children is estimated at 121 
million, 65 million are girls with over 80 percent of these girls in sub-sahara Africa 
including Nigeria (UNICEF, 2007).   

All over the world, education is recognized as the cornerstone for nation 
building (Oyitso & Olomukoro, 2012). In the last two decades, according to Olaleye 
(2008), debates on the status of women and the need to integrate them into development 
process of any nation have ranged on at national and international workshops, seminars, 
and for a among others. He further asserted that the problem of women opportunities for 
education looms larger. UNESCO (2002) states that women form a high percentage of 
the population, and as such they need quality literacy education to be able to contribute 
their quota to the development of the nation. There is now the realization that 
sustainable human development cannot be effective if half of the human race (the 
women folk) remain ignorant, marginalized and discriminated against. The provision of 
quality literacy to them will greatly improve lives and livelihood and will no doubt have 
a great and sustainable social and economic impact on the womenfolk, and the nation in 
general. This was based on the belief that the full integration of women in all aspects of 
political, economic and social life, at the international, regional and national levels, is 
essential if the obstacles to the achievement of the goals and objectives for women are to 
be overcome (Okojie, 2011).  

In Nigeria today, the women folk have come a long way in businesses, politics, 
education, sports and other professions. They have made an indelible mark in their 
efforts to conquer the limitations of the past which have sought to place them 
permanently in the kitchen and bedroom. However, it is not all through a bed of roses 
for women and their empowerment.  Majority of Nigerian women have not been fully 
mobilized and empowered to contribute to national development. If it had been so, we 
would not still be talking about good health for women, educational, economic, social, 
cultural and political empowerment of women. Onwubiko (2012) asserts that they have 

Academic Excellence  



3 

 

 

Multidisciplinary Journal of Academic Excellence, Volume 17 No 1, July, 2017. ISSN 2141 - 3215 

been dehumanized and traumatized in so many ways, as out of over 1.3 billion people 
who live in abject poverty around the globe, about seventy percent are women. For these 
women, poverty does not just mean scarcity and want, it implies rights denied, 
opportunities curtailed and voices silenced. According to Unagha (2006), poverty is 
powerlessness, lack of representation and freedom, and all these are majorly 
encountered and faced by women.  
 
The Concept of Girl-Child Education 
  Girl-child is defined as a biological female offspring from birth to eighteen (18) 
years of age.Within the context of education, many scholars have defined girl-child 
education in various ways. The National Child Welfare Policy (1989) as cited by Ada 
(2007) defines girl-child as a person below 14 years of age. Offorma (2009) defines girl-
child as a biological female offspring from birth to eighteen (18) years of age. This 
period is made up of infancy, childhood, early and late adolescence stage of 
development. The girl-child is seen as a young female person, who would eventually 
grow into women and marry. She is conditioned to look after the young ones at home 
and takes responsible for the kitchen.  Girl-child education is a catch-all term for a 
complexity of issues and debates surrounding education (primary education, secondary 
education, tertiary education and health education for females (Okernmor, 
Ndit&Filshak, 2012). Girl-child education also includes areas of gender equality, access 
to education and its connection to the alleviation of poverty, good governance, which are 
major ingredients in averting crime against women. Today’s girl-child education is for 
her tomorrow’s living. Afebendeugne in Ugwu (2001) defines women education as the 
education that would make a woman become aware of herself and her capacity to exploit 
her environment, and involves training in literacy and vocational skills to enable her 
become functional in the society. When maternal care is adequately provided for the 
girl-child the aims and objectives of education will be achieved.  However, current 
efforts including national and global programmes have been to target increased 
enrollment of the girl-child into the different levels of education in Nigeria. The federal 
government introduced the Universal Basic Education Programme to provide cheap and 
affordable education to all and sundry. Most if not all the state governments in Nigeria 
have also introduced free and compulsory primary and secondary schools for both male 
and female children in various states. Again most state governments have also passed 
the child rights and protection acts that will eliminate (or at least reduce) the withdrawal 
of the girl-child from school and to prevent parents or guardians from using their school 
age children to hawk or do endless labour activities. This is so important because it 
promotes girl- child education which chances nation building. 
 
Concept of National Development  

The concept of development has been viewed from different angles; social, 
economic, political and cultural.  From whatever angle it is viewed however, it depicts 
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positive change and development in socio-economic and political conditions or 
situations of the society. Development, according to Akintayo & Oghenekohwo (2004), 
is a process of economic, social, political and cultural change engineered in a given 
society by the efforts of all stakeholders both internal and external. Osokoya (2008) sees 
national development as the development of a nation’s human and material resources, 
and education is perhaps the only means to prepare individuals for participation in 
national development. Fadeyi (1995), in Oyitso & Olomukoro (2012),views 
development in terms of human potentials and capabilities in the context of relations 
with other social groups. He further emphasized that development means greater 
understanding of social, economic and political process, enhanced competence to 
analyse and solve problems of day-to-day living, expansion of manual skills, greater 
control over economic resources, restoration of human dignity, self-respect and equality.  
The 2001 Human Development Reports (HDR), in Okojie (2011), states that the most 
basic capabilities for human development are to lead long healthy lives, to be 
knowledgeable, to have access to the resources needed for a decent standard of living, 
and to be able to participate in the life of the community. Thus, from the HDR 
dimensions, gender equality relates to differences between women and men in education 
and health, labour participation, participation in political decision-making, and access to 
and power over economic resources. Thus, national development is seen as a multi-
dimensional process involving the transformation and improvement of the economic, 
social and political situations.  
 
Hindrances to Girl-Child Education  
Economic Factors: Nigeria as an independent entity is undoubtedly characterized by 
very harsh economic conditions. This has resulted into scarce resources. As a result of 
this, choice has to be made between whom to send to school. Most often, it is the girl-
child that remains at home. Due to poverty, girls get withdrawn from schools so as to 
help to supplement family income through hawking, trading or even working on the 
farm so as to support the family. In some cases, the girls are given out as house helps or 
even sent into early marriage because of a huge bride price (UNICEF, 2007).    
 
Sexual Violence and Abuse: This also hampers the girls from going to school due to 
this fear of sexual violence; most parents deny their girl-children access to school 
(Andrew & Agahiu, 2016).   
 
Political Factors: Despite the fact that Nigeria is signatory to various international 
conventions on the right of children, so far very little has been achieved in respecting 
children rights (Kiki, 2010). The situation remains pathetic and serious. For instance, at 
the formation of the United Nations which is almost six (6) decades old, the precarious 
situation of the children worldwide became so obvious that it became necessary to 
establish UNICEF with special focus on the needs of the children around the world. 
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Political participation in Nigeria is such that the girl-child is an endangered species 
because the political environment is not in their favour. It is a known fact, that little or 
no contributions could be made from outside and this has contributed in hindering girl-
child education. 
 
The School Environmental Factors: Often most parents are scared of sending their 
female children to school in distance places and would rather keep them at home. 
According to Obinaju (2014), curricular, textbooks and other materials are usually 
gender-biased. She opines that right from childhood, girls are channelled into 
stereotyped traditional carrier in form of textbooks illustrations and stories consequently 
leading to the development of poor self-image at a tender age. Also sexual harassment 
during educational pursuit creates serious emotional and psychological strain on the girl-
child (Ada, 2007).  There were many cases of girl child reported missing without trace 
in towns. Girl child being raped on the way to or from school especially in the school 
environment (Daily Nation, September 26, 2008) reported that “Child rapist lynched by 
mob in city estate”). There is commonly fear of danger that girls could be exposed to 
rape, abduction or even being killed. The clear picture of this is the issue of the kidnap 
of over 200 girls in Chibok secondary school in Borno State, Nigeria. 
 
Socio-Cultural and Religious Factors: In most African societies, especially in Nigeria, 
the role of the girl as a wife and mother is conceived as the utmost priority not only by 
her parents, but also by the girl- child herself (Ada, 2007). However, in the Nigeria 
context, gender discrepancy in education is sustained by cultural factors. The wrong 
notion that her place is in the kitchen, to be seen and not to be heard have had very 
serious implications on the girl-child’s ability at self-actualization. Obinaju (2014) notes 
that out of the 130 million children in LCDs without access to education, 81 million are 
girls. Consider the issue of Boko Haram in North-East Nigeria and the consequences of 
their actions on the country the greater percentage of the people who suffer the 
consequences are the girl-child this could be justified by the number of girl-children 
found in each of the internally displaced persons camps found in North-East, Nigeria. 
Also certain cultural and traditional practices like female circumcision, early marriages 
etc., are to say the least un-progressive because they lead not only to absenteeism 
distraction, but also to eventual dropout of girls. Moreso, the ethnic and values of some 
religions do not help matters, as they are often perceived with tremendous suspicions.     
 
Girl Child (Woman) Educational Development Programmes    

Empowering girl children (women) can be effectively achieved by designing 
and implementing well planned and organized educational programmes.  Women need 
greater access to educational opportunities, skills acquisition and positions of authority 
for them to be truly empowered (Okojie, 2011). To this end, developmental programmes 
are designed to improve living conditions of girl children (women) and to allow them 

Girl-Child Education… 



6 

 

 

Multidisciplinary Journal of Academic Excellence, Volume 17 No 1, July, 2017. ISSN 2141 - 3215 

participate in processes that will enhance their development at home, community and 
national levels. The main objective is to alleviate their burden through appropriate 
empowerment programmes.  In Nigeria, different programmes are embarked upon to 
improve the welfare, the civic, political, cultural, social and economic development of 
women. The Decree No. 30 of 1989, which established the National Commission for 
Women, was promulgated to formulate a national policy on women and development. 
All programmes for women are carried out by this Commission. The objectives of the 
Commission, in the words of Oyitso and Olomukoro (2012), are to:  
-promote the welfare of women in general;   
-promote the full utilization of women in the development of human resources and to 
bring about their acceptance as full participants in every phase of national development, 
with equal rights and corresponding obligations;  
- Promote responsible motherhood and maternal health of women;  
-Stimulate actions to improve women’s civil, political, cultural, social and economic 
education; - 
-Support the work of non-governmental organizations and to play a coordinating role 
between government and Nigerian women organizations;  
-Encourage the sense and essence of cooperative societies and activities amongst women 
both in urban and rural areas and stimulate in them creative entrepreneurship in the field 
of cottage and small-scale industries;  
-Formulate and propagate moral values within the family unit and in the public generally 
and to establish programmes with institutions and organizations to inculcate moral 
education in women and children; and, Work towards the total elimination of all social 
and cultural practices tending to discriminate against and dehumanize womanhood.  

The National Commission for Mass Literacy Adult and Non-Formal Education 
(NMEC) was set up in 1991 by the Federal Government, charging it with the task of 
eradicating illiteracy in the country. Women are specially targeted in the programmes of 
the commission with mass literacy classes being conducted in all nooks and crannies of 
the country. In the words of Ojobo (2008), many Christian and Muslim women’s 
organizations are active in offering adult and non-formal educational opportunities to 
women; so are many other NGOs such as Officers’ Wives Associations of Nigeria 
Armed Forces (Army, Navy, and Air Force). Similarly, many donor agencies such as 
UNICEF, UNESCO, UNDP, British Council, among others, contributed enormously to 
various educational programmes for women in Nigeria.  

The United Nations Girls Education Initiative (UNGEI), which promoted the 
enrolment of more girls in school under the African Girls Education Initiative (AGEI) 
with financial support of the Norwegian government, was also put in place to promote 
women’s status (Opeke, 2008). It is pertinent to note that, girl children (women’s) 
development can be greatly enhanced through active participation in the aforementioned 
literacy programmes and the application of the skills acquired thereby improving their 
livelihood and overall well-being.   
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Girl Child (Women) Education and Nation Building 
In the words of Olomukoro (2012), literacy is not just the ability to read and 

write, but also the ability to use printed and written information to function in society, to 
achieve one’s goal and to develop one’s knowledge and potentials. He opines that to be 
literated is not just to have mastered the skills of reading, writing and computing with 
numbers, but also entails the ability to use those skills effectively for communications in 
all aspects of one’s life in social, cultural, economic and political sphere. To buttress the 
link between education and development, Imhabekhai & Olomukoro (2007) point out 
that literacy is a basic instrument in social transformation and modernization. It 
influences the rate of development and its possession or otherwise facilitates or retards 
the level of development. Akubue (2001), in Ezegbe & Akubue (2012), asserts that any 
society which neglects girl child (women) in her human resource potential cannot 
achieve any meaningful economic and national development. She described African 
traditional society girl children (women) as being hardworking and resourceful. Adekola 
& Abanum (2010) argue that development cannot take place without girl children 
(women) education. They stress that economic development requires an educated and 
enlightened populace, and that the difference between the developed and 
underdeveloped countries of the world is related to the level of literacy among the 
populace.  

In addition, Boliva (2010) states that investing in women’s literacy carries very 
high returns; it improves livelihood, leads to better child and maternal health, and 
favours girls’ access to education. He further emphasized that when girl children 
(women) are literated, it is the society that gains. Education is seen as a powerful agent 
of socialization in that it plays a tremendous role in preparing an individual to render 
active and useful service both to the family and society in general.  Women can also 
help government to achieve its laudable goals and objectives through public 
enlightenment and national mobilization campaigns. In general, education wipes away 
ignorance, political apathy and encourages mutual understanding and cooperation 
among the various strata of society. The role of girl children (women) in the economic 
development of the nation cannot be overemphasized. The most important measurable 
forms of economic benefits include employment, earnings, enhanced general 
productivity, consumption behaviour, fiscal capacity, and intergenerational effect. One 
of the most consistent correlations is between increased literacy skills and the 
probability of employment. Girl children (Women) education has the tendency of 
imparting skills and knowledge to participants, and makes them more productive in self-
employment or in employment by others (UNESCO, 2006). The empowering potential 
of girl children (women) education can translate into political participation and thus 
contribute to the quality of public policies and to democracy. The relationship between 
education and political participation is well established. Educated people are more likely 
to vote and eschew tolerant attitudes and democratic values (Hannum& Buchman, 
2003).  Besides, Egbo (2000) cited in (Andrew & Agahiu, 2016), asserts that literate 
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women have been known to contribute to the political stability and peace of the nation. 
Hence, Kassim-Eghiator (2005) stresses the fact that educated women participate in 
politics and are able to contribute their knowledge to national unity, reconstruction and 
development.  From the above benefits, it could be seen that women education renders 
ineffective the traditional belief that the place of the woman is in the kitchen. It has also 
revealed that in this jet age, women are a force to reckon with in the political and socio-
economic life of the nation. The role of women has gone beyond the four walls of their 
home and extends to all spheres of human endeavours in the development of the nation.   
 
Empowerment of Nigerian Women towards Nation Building   

In the traditional African societies, women represent the most essential 
ingredient in the formation of an important bio-social group known as the family. This 
formation remains the bedrock for nation building. However, Fasugba (2000) cited in  
(Andrew &Agahiu, 2016) opines that many women are now engaging in activities and 
jobs hitherto regarded as the exclusive reserve of men. He further states that since 
women have become conscious of their rights, they have continued to slug it out with 
men in all areas of human endeavours. One major way by which women could be 
empowered is acquisition of vocational skills education.  The right of women to be self-
reliant and self-employed can be achieved through the acquisition of vocational skills 
that are related to their environment. This will enable them to engage in small scale 
enterprise, which is one of the ways of reducing the incidence of poverty and 
unemployment among women in the society.  Ekuelem (2005), in Okemakinde, 
Okemakinde&Tijani (2009), opines that major pre-requisites for ensuring women 
empowerment in the society are:  
• Empowerment should be sensitive to issue of gender and other aspects of humanity 
and interaction where social inequality can emerge;  
• Empowerment should endeavour to utilize existing resources in the given location in a 
productive manner whenever possible;  
• Empowerment should give people who live and work in the given community an 
active role in the decision making process regarding the delivery of services;  
• Empowerment should ensure that training and retraining are encouraged and aimed at 
improving the competency of staff, within the organization through regular support and 
supervision;  
• Empowerment entails that organisation should aim to reflect the broader society in 
their workforce;  
• Giving opportunities to excluded groups to participate in public policy matters;  
• Formalizing disseminating and enforcing legal rights; and,  
• Encouraging organizations, so that the people who belong to the excluded social sector 
can fully participate and influence the strategies adopted by the society.  
The above reveals that the income generating programmes are a practical solution to 
empowering women and strengthening their positions in society. Kester, 
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Okemakinde&Ejerenwa (2005), are of the opinion that women can be empowered to 
sustain the economy and nation building through education by the under listed points:  
• The Nigerian government should emphasize the importance of education of female 
population not only in arts, the humanities and social sciences but also in science and 
technology.  
• There should be sensitization of the parents and key stakeholders about the importance 
of female in education and learning.  
• Teachers should assign female students to leadership positions, and use female 
educators and professionals as role models for career talks and guest lecturers.  
• Teacher should encourage the female students to participate fully in action based 
learning, and male students should not continue to be allowed to dominate classroom or 
laboratory activities.  
• Educationist should avoid the exclusive use of male generic nouns or pronouns.  The 
use of more female illustrations and examples should be encouraged.  
• There should be positive motivation and reinforcement of female students by teachers. 
Akinsanya (2011) asserts that feminists have advanced the issue of empowerment of 
women through education as a means of challenging patriarchal ideology of male 
domination and women subordination, transforming the structures and institutions that 
perpetuate gender discrimination and social inequity, as well as equal opportunity for 
women at all levels in all spheres of human endeavour.  Zuibanda (1997) cited in 
(Andrew &Agahiu, 2016), defines empowerment as a strategy that seeks to transform 
the structures of subordination through changes in legislature, property rights and all 
other institutions that reinforce and perpetuate total male domination. Sherma (1991), in 
Akinsanya (2011), defines empowerment to be a process of challenging power relations 
and gaining greater control over the sources of power as well as the consequences of that 
process which may take the form of individual self-assertion, protests, collective 
resistance or mobilizations that challenge basic power relations.  (Andrew &Agahiu, 
2016) explain empowerment as the authority of subordinates to decide and act. It is 
something people do for themselves which involves solidarity and participation in the 
struggle for greater control over their lives. The turn of the new millennium has re-
directed the focus of the world to the position and importance of women and their 
vulnerability to poverty, hardship and social deprivation in all ramifications. This has 
propelled human beings and the women folk to desire a channel of emancipation called 
empowerment. It is a process by which disadvantaged people (women) work together or 
as individuals to increase control over issues and events that determine their lives 
(Akinsanya&Akinsanya, 2008). Women empowerment is a veritable mechanism to 
increase women skills and abilities, their control over the resources and decisions 
affecting their lives.  The objectives of empowerment in the female perspective as 
articulated by Akinsanya (2011) are:  
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 Creating an environment through positive economic and social policies for full    
development of women to enable them realizes their full potential; enjoyment of all 
human rights and fundamental  
Freedom by women on equal basis with men in all spheres-political, economic, cultural 
and civil;  
 Equal access to participation and decision making of women in social, political and 
economic life of the nation; equal access to women to health care, quality education at 
all levels, career and vocational guidance, employment, equal remuneration, 
occupational health and safety, social security and public office;   changing social 
attitudes and community practices by active women participation and involvement of 
both men and women;  mainstreaming a gender perspective in the development process; 
and,  eliminating discrimination and all forms of violence against women and the girl-
child among others.   
 
Challenges Facing Girl-Child in Contributing to Nation Building 

In spite of the seemingly remarkable achievements recorded by women, 
Nigerian women remain severely constrained in their efforts to play a major and 
decisive role in the socio-political and economic development of the nation. Agu (2007) 
blames the colonial authorities for setting a dangerous stage and precedence for the 
weakening of the influence and role of women through what has been described as the 
“abrogation of the social stability” which the Nigerian society had enjoyed before the 
coming and intrusion of the British colonialists. The result of this dislocation was the 
relegation of the role and functions of women to the background in the Nigerian society, 
particularly in the areas of leadership and political responsibility. Fasuba (2000) cited in 
(Andrew &Agahiu, 2016), asserts that Nigerian women, like in other developing 
countries of the world, suffer from undue discrimination, marginalization, and 
exploitation by the men folk through the implementation of their culture, religious and 
traditional beliefs which placed men as super human beings. Globally, the access of 
women to finance is so minimal that women are generally disadvantaged in terms of 
economic stability and independence. Yomi (2007) also raised another challenge which 
he described as the “patrilineal system of descent” in which generations are identified 
through male offspring. The responsibility for the preservation and continuity of the 
“family tree” rests on the male children and special recognition are accorded them in the 
preparation for their adult roles.  Women on their part do not often see themselves as 
viable instruments of political participation and national development however, their 
role in nation building cannot be over emphasised. The complacency of women in 
several aspects of national life not only reduces their capacity for maneuverer in a male 
dominated society but helps in perpetuating the culture of reducing women to positions 
and roles of second fiddle. In business, most women do not often involve themselves in 
high profile ventures. They prefer instead to engage in petty trading where the gains and 
losses are articulated at the end of each day. Agu (2007) believes that women see 
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politics as a dirty game, a business which involves intimidation, rigging, assassination, 
kidnapping of opponents and all sorts of electoral violence which are brought into play 
in order to gain an undue advantage over opponents as such are not confident to venture 
into politics. The factor can be pin pointed as follows:  
 
- Poverty  
- Cultural beliefs and practice 
- Early marriage 
- School management and administration 
- Attitude of male teachers 
- Teenage pregnancy 
- Parent economic status 
 
Conclusion 

The importance of girl-child education to the nation building cannot be over 
emphasized particularly in creating a niche for them to contribute their quota  in the 
overall development of there nation. Therefore, education is the right of every girl-child, 
and it is the key to transforming her life and making her a responsible member of 
society. Without education, girls are denied the opportunity to develop their full 
potentials and play productive role in Nation Building. Empowering Nigerian girl-child 
towards nation building should be a matter of national top priority which demands the 
attention and genuine commitment of every responsible member of the society. 
Although some efforts have been made to improve girl-child education in Nigeria, much 
still needs to be done if girl-child must realize their potential and fully contribute to the 
political, socio-economic and technological transformation of the nation. 
 
Recommendations 

Government at all levels should give more attention to girl-child education. This 
is because if they are well educated, they will have chances of contributing to economic 
development.  

The Nigerian government has a crucial role to play in providing an enabling 
environment for Nigerian girl child (women) to rekindle their hope and faith in the 
ability of the system to provide avenue for development for its people irrespective of 
sex, age, ability, religious inclination and other mundane considerations.  

The Nigerian nation owes the girl child (women) folk the responsibility of 
removing those artificial and institutional barriers based on religion, culture or 
traditional considerations which have incapacitated the ability of Nigerian women to 
participate effectively and freely in national affairs particularly at the political and 
economic development.  
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Girl child (women) on their part should strive to break through developmental 
barriers with great determination, perseverance, unbreakable solidarity and genuine 
desires to conquer the natural challenges of their origin.   

Girl child (women) organizations and movements have important roles to play 
by seeking to protect the interest of girl child (women). These organizations and 
movements should shoulder the responsibility of seeing that institutions of society are 
not deliberately structured to place hindrances and constraints on the paths of girl child 
(women).  

 The Ministries of Women Affairs all over the Federation need to play a great 
role in bringing to focus the fundamental challenges of the women folk which the 
government and other institutions of state owe the responsibility to tackle. To achieve 
this, constant pressure should be brought to bear on the authorities to create positions of 
responsibility and advancement for the women folk.  

The nation needs to understand that laying a solid and stable foundation for the 
girl child is a vital link in the overall development and advancement of the society and 
the humankind.  

The girl child should not be denied the necessary of exposure, socialization and 
refinement of modern education as a fundamental prerequisite for tackling the numerous 
challenges of adult life. There is need for workers education/trade union education in the 
form of seminars, workshops and conferences to highlight and showcase successful 
women leaders and unionists as models who are enlightened and are able to know their 
rights and obligation without undue confrontation with authorities.    

Federal, states and local governments should work hand in hand to support the 
effective implementation of women education programmes in the country.  

Every girl child (women) forum, whether in the city or rural areas, should be 
effectively utilized as an avenue to educate the illiterate ones among them on skills, 
knowledge and values that will help them to improve their social, economic and political 
life style.  

Parents, guardians, and the society as a whole must allow and encourage their 
female children to en-roll in schools, overcome the paralysis of illiteracy and acquire a 
proper awareness of their potentials, rights and higher responsibilities in society. 

 Literacy programmes should be incorporated with life skills components so that 
girl child (women) can be well equipped to perform their roles more effectively.  
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