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Abstract

Technology education involves the acquisition aefcfical and applied skills as
well as basic scientific knowledge for poverty étaton and national
development. It plays a major role in economic, i@oand political
development of a nation. This paper highlights uhgent need to re-position
technological education through provision of fundskilled teachers,
equipment, technological experts and students wre \willing to make
effective use of technology for national develogmdme challenges of
technology education include problem of fund/budstk of equipment and
technical know-how of teachers or instructors, €fbe paper recommends
that, technology education should be advancedNigeria. Therefore, both
secondary schools and tertiary institutions musiptiiy adequacy of trained
personnel, infrastructure, facilities, instructidna materials, funds and
democratic cum charismatic leadership.
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In the present day Nigeria, the economy has coadine get worse. There is
poverty, hunger, lack of value re-orientation. l¢ism is at the lowest ebb. Adogamhe
(2007) asserts that despite the country's vasvedith and abundant human resources,
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endemic corruption and mismanagement of the nati@sources as a result of poor
leadership have continued to undermine the cosngéigonomic development and social
integration. The growth of the Nigeria's economyxamyed by Chinedu, Titus and

Thaddeus (2010) is as follows:

In 1960s, the time of our independence, agricultwess the main source of economy
and accounted for about 70% of GDP and about 90%hefforeign exchange. In the
early 1960s manufacturing contributed 3.9%, reachggeak in 1981 and slowed up to
2.51% in 2006. Oil dependence of the Nigeria's eoonstarted in 1970s, and presently
accounts for 40% of GDP and over 95% of foreignhexge earnings and over 70% of
the federal government revenue source.

Therefore a fall in the oil market results to aitde, and negative consequence
in Nigeria's economy, hence the present econongiesston leading to so many vices.
The collapsed economic situation resulted in pedadEmonstration by the organized
labour and Civil Society Organizations in Nigeria thhe 9th February 2017 to express
their dismay over the state of economy and povertthe land (Oyesola and Taiwo-
Obalonge, 2017).The exchange rate at the parabekenh isN500 to a dollar, power
generation dropped to 3000 megawatts (Odunsi, 200 has resulted to untold
hardship to the people of Nigeria. The Nationaldawr of Statistics announced recently
an increase in consumer price index above 18.48% assult of rise in cost of
electricity, housing, water, clothing, foot weardaeducation. The National Bureau of
Statistics also noted that major food sub-indexeseased with the inflation rate at
18.55% (Odunsi, 2017).

Nigerians have raised alarm over the present ecien@oession in the country,
which is caused in the lack of diversification tife Nigerian economy, poor
infrastructure and lack of skills (Kalu, 2017).i3leconomic situation is painting a bad
picture of poverty, lack of patriotism in the coyntPoverty is simply defined "as a
situation of being poor"(Barnes, 2010). It is aydevastating, and deplorable condition
that reduces the victim's social life and psychwiagwvell being.

As Edoh (2003) puts it, the 1995 Copenhagen ddwmaragave many
manifestations of poverty. These include:

Lack of income and productive resources suffickienensure sustainable livelihood,
hunger and malnutrition, ill health, limited or la®f access to education or other basic
services . Increased morbidity and mortality frdimess. Homelessness and inadequate
housing, unsafe environment, social discriminatiamd exclusion. It is also
characterized by lack of participation in decisiand lack of cultural life (p68).

National Planning Commission (2005) through the tidweal Economic
Empowerment Development Strategy ( NEEDS), expdesseverty in form of
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joblessness, over indebtedness, economic dependemse of freedom, inability to
provide basic needs of life for self and familyglaf access to land and credit etc.

The need therefore, to reposition technology edorcas quite called for, since
the great nation Nigeria, rich in oil and gas, adl\&s other natural resources cannot
feed her citizens. Perhaps functional technologucation may proffer solution.
Furthermore, NEEDS (2005), has identified the felloy as hindrances to effective
economic advancement and poverty alleviation ireNay

poor coordination, absence of comprehensive polieynework, excessive political
interference, ineffective targeting of the poor ethieads to leakage of benefits to
unintended beneficiaries and unwieldy scope of fegnes which causes resources to
be thinly spread across to many projects.

With these hindrances unattended to, it has beaoecessary for Nigeria to
invest heavily in technology education as a wayreflucing poverty, for value
orientation and national development. Impartinghitetogical skills to students is a
panacea to the lingering poverty in the countrgaboee it will help students to possess
skills that can enable them to earn their livingpafraduation and become employers of
labour. Most of these skills that could be imparte students include farming(fishery,
animal husbandry, crop production, snail produgtimelding, extraction of oil from
coconut and groundnut, production of palm kernklmdssession of computer skills,
radar control at Airports etc. (Igbhoegwu and EgoR010, Olisakwe, 2010)

Technology Education

Technology is the practical application of scidatiknowledge. It is the
employment of man's resourcefulness and creatwitgnprove his overall well being. It
includes all knowledge on how things are done aod ko transform ideas of the
scientist into concrete reality (Okere, 1998). Teitbhgy education which involves
acquisition of skills has a very important roleglay in value re-orientation, poverty
eradication and national development. Value rentaigon is all about imparting
knowledge on self respect, worth of an individuadl ahe need to be patriotic for the
purpose of national development. Walter (1976) #@sdcby Barnes (2010) sees
development as the ability of the state to haritessatural resources or endowments for
the well being of the citizens. Technological edima plays an important role in
poverty eradication. The skills obtained througbhtelogy at both secondary and
tertiary levels help the students to be self-rejitmereby becoming employers of labour
and being self -employed. The role of technoldgemucation in poverty eradication
cannot be over emphasized because the acquisittbdevelopment of entrepreneurship
skills help students to be self-reliant. Many ofedd students who possess
entrepreneurship skills, train people to learntthee thereby reducing poverty, (Imo,
2009) .The key problem is the failure of Nigeriasvgrnment to diversify the economy.
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The failure to utilize oil money in infrastructurd¢velopment has resulted in the neglect
of agriculture and the manufacturing sector. Ezei{f010) opines that for Nigeria to
achieve poverty eradication and salvage the nafimm economic meltdown,
entrepreneurial skills need to be imparted dur@uhological education.

Technological education plays a major role in nmalodevelopment. When
there is value orientation and poverty eradicaéed, the gross domestic product (GDP)
will increase, and there will be an improvementbalance of payment as well as
economic, social and technological growths which rgsult in national development.

Need For Technology Education

The need for technology education in Nigeria cartre overemphasized.
Technology education is the pivot on which techgial and economic development of
Nigeria revolves. Technology education empowerdesits with skills they need to be
self- employed. In other words, technological ediocastimulates entrepreneurship and
employers of labour.

One of the major problems in Nigeria is lack affteological skills. This is
the reason for employing expatriates in the oit@efor jobs that could have been kept
for Nigerians. Kalu (2017) stated that one of thgancauses of economic downturn in
Nigeria is lack of skills and lack of industriesatiwill manufacture goods and services.
At present Nigeria imports virtually everything lbese the few industries in Nigeria
have closed down because of lack of skills, probtEfipower supply and lack of
enabling environment for technology education.

Challenges of Technology Education

Technology education is the major way Nigeria cametbp as a country. It is
the only way skills can be imparted to Nigerians gooduction of goods and services.
Nigeria is now a consumer nation that imports wiltiu everything and has relegated
agriculture and technology development to the bamkgd (Kalu, 2017).

The Challenges of Technology Education for Value Orientation, Poverty
Eradication and the National Development include the following:

1 Poor Infrastructural Development:

The various administrations in this nation havéethin infrastructural development due
to poor leadership. The Nigerian leaders aspirethim exalted positions without

knowledge of what to do to develop the country. pbever supply Is not reliable, only
3000 megawatts is generated. The result of thisthst all industries and

entrepreneurship outfits that use power are un@btperate. Nigerians who own pure
water business, welding, vegetable oil productiactdries and other agro-allied
industries are out of business because of consts@tof generating sets that are
expensive to maintain. The roads are not maintaitestling to poor transportation
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systems. In terms of telecommunication systemsetievery low bandwidths, which

results to poor network in the country. Instituoof higher learning as well as
secondary schools are parts of the larger sociély.government is always complaining
of economic down turn with the result that the itnd§bns of higher learning are not
supplied with the necessary state of the artifisl for technology education. There is
no electricity/power supply to operate the few niaeh available (Mallo and Kakmena,
2010). The situation has not changed because Hifp@s gone into depression (Kalu,
2017).

2. Lack of Training and Retraining of Teachers:

The various institutions of higher learning in Nigedo not send lecturers to training to

acquire skills they need to impart on students. Témchers are expected to get
acquainted with recent developments in their subjgeas on a regular basis. The
teachers who are experiencing economic downturmoddave the money to attend high

calibre short term courses and conferences/worlksbopa regular basis to enable them
carryout effective classroom instruction. This moagyreat challenge to the development
of technology education

3. Leap Servicesto Technology Education:

Government has not been sincere about technoldggagon. Government officials
embezzle the little funds available. This resulittte or no budgetary allocations for the
procurement of equipment for the training of studemn most cases, the budgetary
allocations are not released because Nigeriaaigd$tically corrupt”. The government
officials are there to enrich themselves, so theyndt see anything wrong the way
things are done presently

4. Nigerian Factor (Slow Rate of Adaptation to Changes).

The students are not willing to learn and soméhefteachers are not willing to put in
their best to achieve result, there is the adagehwdays that where there is a will, there
is a way. The teachers are not willing to makeatffe use of the little equipment at
their disposal for training of students; some @& dgyuipment donated to institutions are
not used for teaching and learning. Nobody is mgllto make sacrifices for the value
orientation, poverty reduction, and national depeient.

5. Lack of Motivation:

The lecturers are not adequately motivated. Thés tobteaching are lacking, salaries
are not paid regularly. Many institutions now paP4 of staff salaries instead of an
increase in salary citing the present economics®on as an excuse. There is no way
people can put their best when they are hungry. situation is worsened by the fact
that the government functionaries are very combdetawith their full salaries and
allowances they themselves receive.
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Conclusion

Technology education is a sine qua non for valugntation, poverty
eradication and national development. There is némd synergy between the
government and private sector for funding and mamamnt of technology education in
Nigeria. Nigeria can only move forward when the essary skilled manpower are
produced for industrialization. Therefore all shibuise and embrace technology
education especially at the secondary and tergamsls of education.

Recommendationsfor Repositioning Technology Education in Nigeria

In the first place, there is a dire need for infnastural development in Nigeria.
There is need to put in place sound infrastructoréechnology education and national
development. Power supply should be regular in@shespecially in higher institutions
and in industries. The method used by government tlie provision of
telecommunication should be improved upon. It sthidag privatized and broken down
into small units that can be handled by as mangttéy companies as possible. The
provision of power supply will strengthen technglagducation and help graduates to
have enabling environment to practise what thehearnt in school.

The bandwidth of telecommunication needs to bangtteened to avoid network
breakdown which is a serious problem in governnoinates, industries and institutions
of higher learning. Solar energy should also bestigped to augment power supply for
effective technology education.

Furthermore, there is need to revitalize the N&geeconomy. The past leaders
have paid leap service to the diversification & gtonomy. Over the years the major
interest has been on oil. Nothing has been donenprvove the agricultural sector,
mining of other minerals and manufacturing. Goveentshould use the resource
recovered from corrupt leaders to fund agriculturdlstrialization. Nigeria is a country
where virtually everything is imported and little pothing is exported. Productivity
needs to be increased to enable products to bertegpoutside Nigeria to facilitate
foreign exchange earnings. Revitalization of thenemy will also reduce inflation that
has adversely affected teachers. Salary of teadhensld be increased to enable them
take care of their family needs and there is neegrovision of ample fund for research
which can lead to effective teaching.

Moreover, the teachers should develop entrepresiespirit and skills to enable
them motivate their students to be self -reliat¢ragraduation. There is also need for
feedback mechanism to enable teachers to know thieatt students are doing after
graduation (Ezeh, 2010).

In addition there is need for proper funding of eation. TETFUND has helped a lot in
educational development. Revenue allocation shdagd increased for effective
education and there is need for accountabilityhefresources released.
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Finally, government alone cannot fund educatidrere is the need to carry out
lobby and advocacy to involve the private sector émdowment in technology
education.
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