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Abstract 

The cost of education has witnessed tremendous increase in the last decade 
owing to proliferation of private institutions. All things been equal, higher cost 
ordinarily means access to more quality educational facilities and teaching 
which are expected to impact on students academic performance and make 
them highly employable in the labour market. This paper therefore explored the 
rising cost of education in Nigeria and tried to ascertain whether it has 
transmitted into access to quality of education. It is aimed at finding out the 
trend of academic performance of students in the last ten years as compared to 
increase in the number of privately owned schools, higher cost of fees, increase 
in the use of quality facilities such as ICT, and the policy of the government in 
terms of funding of education and raising tuition fees for government owned 
institutions. Conclusively, the paper showed there has been a shift in quality of 
education in private owned institutions while public schools lag behind; 
however rising cost has only led to more drop outs, dependence on government 
schools,  and not too impressive quality of graduate students produced in the 
education sector. The paper therefore recommended for sincere reform  of the 
education sector, increase in government funding, training and retraining of 
teachers and investment in IT facilities in government and private owned 
institutions.                           

 
 

Education is and always has been the pillar of economic and industrial 
development. Without education, man can only exist as an ignorant being with no basic 
idea on how to confront most of his challenges. In order words, receiving education is 
receiving the tool and power to confront and overcome most business and economic 
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challenges. Skill development is also imbedded in education, therefore an educated 
person with skills does better than an uneducated person with skill. Education is the 
brainchild of political development and democratic sustenance as a society with high 
level of educated personalities know how to fight for their right and fight for their 
freedom. Education is also a moral compass, teaching what is right and what is wrong, 
in order words, without proper education it is difficult for a Muslim or Christian scholar 
to properly teach his or her followers.  

Owing to the importance of education, most developed countries puts education 
as top three of their budgetary allocation while the UNESCO suggests that 26% of all 
national budgets be allocated to the education sector. In 2017 budgets, Nigeria allocated 
6 % of its total budget to the education sector, UK (13.9%), Arab countries (20.1%) 
while the USA allocates about 14%. The low budgetary allocation by the Nigerian 
government has resulted in the decay of the education sector. To this end, teachers are 
owed months of salaries and wages resulting in frequent strike, months of school shut 
down, and instead of staying an average of 16 years schooling from primary to tertiary, 
they spend almost twenty (20) years.  

These problems led to the demand and increasing supply of private owned 
institutions to augment the problem of government owned education services. However, 
this came with a cost as private institutions charge higher fees to break even and make 
returns. Teachers have to be paid, facilities have to be provided, unforeseen exigencies 
have to be catered for to make the institutions running for as long as possible by the 
owners. These costs are mostly borne by the parents through high schools fees, 
developmental fees, PTA fees and other fees charged by the institutions. Recognizing 
this, state owned institutions and some federal institutions have keyed into raising their 
fees. Thus, there has been steady rise in the cost of education in the last two decades. 
One major problem that continues to bedevil Nigeria is its quality of education. In short, 
there is a popular saying that " MOST NIGERIAN GRADUATES ARE 
UNEMPLOYABLE". You tend to wonder how come and who are those responsible to 
make them employable? What is the government doing to make them employable? 

Going to the foundation, the mass failure in common entrance and WAEC 
examinations which are exams to lay the foundation of our future graduates implies that 
the problem started from the primary education level. Years of neglect by past 
administrations sowed the seed that we are presently harvesting. It may be argued that 
there have been inconsistency in the amount of fund allocated annually to the education 
sector below the required minimum of 26% set by UNESCO which have been 
inadequate to provide the basic facilities and wage demand of teachers. Whilst there has 
been increased in privately owned institutions by more than 1000% from 1999 to 2017, 
the cost of education has also increased and the question in the mind of most people is 
has the increase in cost of education led to increase in quality of education delivered in 
Nigeria? Has Nigerian graduates  become more employable?        
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Structure of the Nigeria Education System 
It encompasses three different sectors structured into the 9-3-4 system which are mainly:  
Basic Education:  It comprises of nursery and primary institutions. It forms the bedrock 
for the dissemination of information, molding and building of individuals and the basis 
for  helping the individual to express his or herself at the tender age (Solomon, 2009). 
Primary education is the major focus of the Nigerian education system which  lasts for  6 
years (Afemikhe &  Omo-Egbekuse, 2010).  Ogbefum and Olisa (2001) traced the 
failure of the standard of education in any nation to its primary education.   
 
Secondary Education: The secondary institution is  splited into two namely junior 
secondary and Senior secondary. In Nigeria, the junior secondary was recently joined 
with the primary education to make it a nine year compulsory programme. According to 
the National Policy of Education (2013) “students who complete junior secondary 
school would be  streamed into senior secondary school (SSS)”. The senior secondary 
school (SSS) provides the main avenue for separation of students to areas where 
assumptions are made that the student can perform better following the successful 
completion of the junior secondary school as noted by Afemikhe and  Omo-Egbekuse 
(2010). The improvement in higher education begins with giving greater attention to 
secondary and vocational studies (Dike, 2002). 
 
Tertiary Education: The categories under the higher or tertiary institutions are 
universities, polytechnics, monotechnics, colleges of education, school of professional 
studies etc. The higher or tertiary institution prepares, moulds and sharpen the students 
into what they eventually become in the business world. The tertiary sector as a whole 
offers opportunities for undergraduate, graduate, and vocational and technical education. 
 
Education Funding in Nigeria 
Adequate funding according to Okoroma (2007), is critical to achieving good standards 
of education. The Federal Republic of Nigeria (2013) provides that Education is an 
expensive social service and requires adequate financial provision from all tiers of 
government for successful implementation of educational programmes. The financing of 
education is a joint responsibility of the federal, state and local government and the 
private sector". A look at the Central Bank of Nigeria Statistical Bulletin for 2016 
indicates that Nigeria Federal Government has not spent more than 16% of its budget on 
education since the federal system was created.  In the public education sector, no single 
tier of government has absolute responsibility and for each sub-sector there are varying 
degrees of overlaps. Thus, education funding can be categorized as  
1. Federal government: Federal universities, federal colleges of education, federal 
polytechnics, federal unity schools (secondary schools). 
2. State government: State universities, state colleges of education, state 
monotechnics, state polytechnics, state secondary schools. 
3. Local government: Primary schools.  
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Quality and Standard of Education in Nigeria  
Quality according to business dictionary is the totality of features and 

characteristics of a product or service that bears its ability to satisfy stated or implied 
needs.  Standard on the other hand according to the same business dictionary as the 
universally or widely accepted, agreed upon, or established means of determining the 
concept, norm, or principle established by agreement, authority, or custom, and used 
generally as an example or model to compare or measure the quality or performance of a 
practice or procedure. These definitions provide insight on what quality of education 
should be in Nigeria and the expected standard of institutions in Nigeria. A faulty 
foundation or sowing of bad seed, implies weak building or poor seed quality. A more 
subtle explanation was provided by Dike (2003) who defined Standard of Education as 
to how education contributes to the public healthy or socio-political and economic 
development of a nation while Babalola (2006) using Nigeria considered standard of 
education  as the admission of Nigerian University products in developed countries 
universities. 
A look at the world ranking as reported by Webometrics.info and shown in table 1 shows 
that none of the Nigerian university ranks amongst top 1000. This is a sad scenario. It 
goes to show how poor our standard is. The institution ranking first is University of 
Ibadan which ranks 1099. The second is a private institution which ranks 2140 in the 
world.  
 
Table 1: World Ranking of Top 50 Nigerian Institutions  

Ranking 
World 
rank University 

Excellence 
rank 

Presence 
rank Impact rank 

Openness 
rank 

1 1099 University of Ibadan 1725 2654 627 1684 
2 2140 Covenant University Ota 2600 1300 2720 2501 
3 2267 Obafemi Awolowo University 2283 3847 3993 2476 
4 2463 University of Nigeria 2805 2024 4291 1492 
5 2654 University of Lagos 2635 3051 5478 2662 
6 2783 Ahmadu Bello University 2521 2001 7272 2870 

7 2821 
Federal University of Technology 
Minna 3090 3862 4585 2844 

8 3118 University of Ilorin 3300 4441 6650 1855 

9 3176 
Federal University of Technology 
Akure 2912 2429 8984 2643 

10 3512 University of Benin 3480 9626 7633 2972 
11 3535 University of Port Harcourt 3574 6479 7849 2620 

12 3638 
University of Agriculture 
Abeokuta 3346 2180 6274 7744 

13 3665 
Federal University of Technology 
Owerri 4162 12273 4706 3548 

14 3680 
Ladoke Akintola University of 
Technology 3300 12885 9945 2607 

15 3760 Bayero University Kano 3412 14114 9334 3407 
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16 3807 Lagos State University 3455 6349 10116 3277 

17 3823 University of Uyo 3035 23802 10689 3204 

18 4153 University of Calabar 3480 12655 12045 2812 
19 4277 Nnamdi Azikiwe University 4063 7907 10151 2563 
20 4323 University of Jos 4162 4066 9496 3663 

21 4329 Afe Babalola University Ado Ekiti 5777 1630 3191 2224 
22 4450 University of Maiduguri 3715 13169 11505 3983 

23 4867 
Olabisi Onabanjo University 
(Ogun State University) 4063 6876 11935 4403 

24 5575 American University of Nigeria 4914 5930 9842 5034 

25 6018 
Federal University Oye Ekiti Ekiti 
State 5777 3332 8125 3637 

26 6090 Ebonyi State University 4532 20873 12964 4187 

27 6186 Landmark University 5777 3124 8436 3999 
28 6275 Adekunle Ajasin University 4914 14242 11828 4491 
29 6839 Niger Delta University 4696 17739 13637 5214 

30 6917 Abia State University Uturu 4532 19262 14441 5424 
31 6924 University of Abuja 5246 8906 12455 4127 

32 7116 
Ekiti State University Ado Ekiti 
(University of Ado Ekiti) 5246 14645 12453 4190 

33 7149 
African University of Science & 
Technology Abuja 4696 9926 13509 6999 

34 7236 Babcock University 5777 6003 11264 3235 

35 7258 
Cross River State University of 
Science & Technology Calabar 4532 18785 14259 6633 

36 7277 
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa 
University 5246 17537 12422 4282 

37 7341 
Federal University of Agriculture 
Makurdi 4914 18814 12876 5905 

38 7377 Redeemer's University 5777 6074 11405 3411 

39 7592 Osun State University 5777 12079 11168 3685 
40 7637 Ambrose Alli University Ekpoma 5246 7774 12704 5888 
41 7695 Benue State University 5246 15014 13057 4870 

42 7714 
Federal University Ndufu Alike 
Ikwo FUNAI 5777 5594 11913 3640 

43 7875 
Enugu State University of Science 
& Technology 5777 13642 10024 5585 

44 7917 Federal University Dutsin Ma 5777 5899 11913 4007 

45 8045 
Michael Okpara University of 
Agriculture Umudike 4914 23575 8239 9593 

46 8358 Imo State University Owerri 5246 20532 12422 6269 
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47 8452 Adeleke University Ede 5777 20788 8823 7228 
48 8623 Auchi Polytechnic 5777 14287 6633 9242 

49 8903 Kwara State University 5777 13383 12026 4993 

50 8986 
Lagos Business School Pan 
Atlantic University 5777 14069 9161 8172 

Source: http://www.webometrics.info/en/africa/nigeria 
 

From the table it can be seen that most of our institutions whether government 
owned or private are ranked above 3000.  This is not surprising as the Nigerian 
education sector continues to suffer poor funding. While in countries such as the USA, 
private schools are established to cater for the residue of those that public schools are 
unable to admit owing to lack of space, in Nigeria the opposite is the case. Private 
schools are actually establish to cater for those not satisfied with the quality of services 
rendered by public schools.  David Oyedepo (2010) in an interview argued that 
government has not been showing enough commitment to funding and providing quality 
education in Nigeria, by equipping its own schools with  modern equipment and paying 
living wages to both academic and non-academic personnel.  This has been the major 
cause of strike action embarked by teachers in our various institutions in recent years 
(Anyim, Chidi & Ogunyomi, 2012). 
 
Rising Number of Nigerians Schooling Abroad  

There is no doubt that the poor quality of education and high cost has resulted in 
the number of Nigerians applying to school abroad. Nigerian politicians and high 
number of affluence in the society have been accused of sending their children and 
wards outside Nigerian shore to school. The truth is that, most Nigerians desire to school 
abroad given any opportunity such as finances, chances to travel out or desire for 
greener pasture. This implies that one out of every ten Nigerians when interviewed 
desire to school abroad. Major reasons for these are: 
1. The need to get better job opportunity: There is no gainsaying that most 
companies and government institutions give special consideration to applicants who 
studied outside Nigeria as they believe that they possess better quality than their 
counterparts that studied in Nigeria. 
2. The need for quality education: There is no doubt that most institutions in 
Nigeria lack basic facilities, teachers and lecturers to impact useful knowledge and skill 
on their students. Most parents send their children and wards abroad to achieve the 
knowledge and skills to become successful both in Nigeria and abroad.  
Thus, Nigeria has been regarded as the number one country of origin for international 
students from Africa. The was supported by the data from the UNESCO Institute of 
Statistics (UIS), which indicated that the number of Nigerian students abroad increased 
by 164 percent between 2005 and 2015 from 26,997 to 71,351 approximate. This 
estimate may be higher owing to illegal travelers and undocumented migrants of 
Nigerian origin especially in the Asian continent.    
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Table 2: Number of outbound Nigerian Students 

 
Source: World Education Services 
 
The reports shows that the United Kingdom is the favorite owing to colonial ties and 
shared language with the report indicating over 17,973 Nigerian students studying there 
as at 2015. Looking at 2018, we should believe that there will be more than that and 
probably above 20,000.  
 
Table 3: Number of Nigerian Students in the United States 

 
 

The U.S. has also become a popular study destination which may be attributed 
to cost as its more expensive to school in Britain than in U.S. going by the Nigeria 
currency value.  From the report, it was found by another report by Open Doors data 
provided by the Institute of International Education (IIE) that Nigerian enrollments in 
U.S. institutions increased slowly but steadily from 3,820 in 2000/01 to 10,674 in 
2015/16. It further noted that Nigerian students are estimated as the 14th largest group of 
foreign students in the United States, contributing an estimated $324 million to the U.S. 
economy in 2015/16 alone. Of recent, Malaysia has become another popular destination. 
Aside from the appeal of Malaysia as a majority Islamic country, low tuition and living 
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costs has become an attractive feature as well as the opportunity of earning a prestigious 
Western degree from one of the several foreign branch campuses that operate in the 
country. Other countries receiving inflow of Nigerian students in no particular order are 
Saudi Arabia, India, Indonesia, China, Oman, UAE, Canada and Sweden. 
 
Rising Cost of Education and Quality of Education in Nigeria 

No doubt that schooling in Nigeria is of three fronts. The high, the average and 
the low. The high cost comes from mainly private schools right from primary to higher 
institutions. These schools charge very high amount of fees which is only affordable by 
the very rich in the Nigerian society. The average cost are found mainly in the private 
and of recent state owned institutions. They tend to charge moderate fees which to some 
is still on the high side as some parents cannot afford such. The institutions with low 
cost are mainly federal, state and local government owned institutions as they charge 
low fees which is believed can be afforded by all and sundry even though in reality not 
all can afford to go school and the income and salaries are too small to complete 
secondary school level.   
The highest ranked private institution in Nigeria charges about 450-500,000 which is 
less than some of the institutions that are not in the top 50 ranked institutions in Nigeria. 
Table 4 shows that American University of Nigeria which charges close to 1.5 million as 
schools fees ranked 24th in Nigeria and 5575 in the world.           
  
Table 4. Cost of Fees of Selected Institutions  

Ranking World rank University School Fees Range 
24 5575 American University of Nigeria 1,590,000 
21 4329 Afe Babalola University Ado Ekiti 690,000 
34 7236 Babcock University 620,000 
  Gregory University, Uturu 600,000 
38 7377 Redeemer's University 545,000 
  Igbinedion University, Okada 540,000 
  Ajayi Crowther University, Oyo 500,000 
  Bowen University, Iwo 500,000 
2 2140 Covenant University Ota 432,000 
27 6186 Landmark University 432,000 
  Achievers University, Owo 420,000 
  Crawford University, Igbesa 400,000 
  Adeleke University, Ede 350,000 
  Rhema University 325,000 
  Caritas University, Amorji-Nike 248,000 
Government Institutions 
10 3512 University of Benin 49,500 
13 3665 Federal University of Technology Owerri 48,000 
18 4153 University of Calabar 42,750 
6 2783 Ahmadu Bello University 41,000 
1 1099 University of Ibadan 30, 000 

Source: http://www.webometrics.info/en/africa/nigeria 
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 https://www.naija.ng/1095689-list-federal-universities-nigeria-school-fees-
2017- 2018.html#1095689 
 
The table also shows that Covenant University ranked as the best private institution and 
2nd amongst the university institutions in Nigeria charges less than 600,000 per tuition 
fees. Over 8 institutions charge higher than Covenant while only four are ranked 
amongst top 50 best institutions in Nigeria. It can therefore be said that the high fees 
charged has not really translated into improved quality of education service and delivery 
in Nigeria.          

The trend in Nigerian students’ academic performance has shown poor 
performance of students in secondary education as a report by the Federal Ministry of 
Education (2006) indicates that students’ academic performance in Senior Secondary 
School Certificate Examination (SSCE) conducted between 2000 and 2006 was below 
50%. Owadiae (2010) in his study reported that in 2009 May/June Senior Secondary 
Certificate Examination conducted by the West African Examinations Council, only 
25.99% of the candidates obtained credit passes and above in five subjects including 
English Language and Mathematics, while in the 2010 May/June WASSCE, out of the 
1,135,557 candidates that sat for the examination, only 337,071 (24.94%) candidates 
obtained five credit level passes and above in subjects including English Language and 
Mathematics (Federal Ministry of Education, 2011b). Bello-Osagie and Olugbamila 
(2009) also reported that in the 2009 November/December Senior Secondary School 
Certificate Examination conducted by the National Examination Council (NECO-SSCE) 
out of the total number of 234,682 Nigerian candidates who sat for the examination, 
only 4,223 obtained credit passes and above in five subjects including English and 
Mathematics, which is a 98.2% failure rate. In 2010, the same abysmal performances of 
students was recorded in the November/December, 2010 Senior Secondary Certificate 
Examination conducted by National Examination Council (NECO) with statistics 
revealing that no fewer than 51,781 of 435,959 candidates (20.16%) passed English 
Language; while 87,508 of the 234,959 candidates (34.18%) who sat for Mathematics 
had credit pass’ (Famade, 2012). The 2011 May/June Senior Secondary Certificate 
Examination conducted by West African Examinations Council shows that only 30.99% 
of the 1,540,250 candidates obtained credit level passes and above in five subjects 
including English Language and Mathematics, while in 2012 May/June WASSCE, 
649,156 (38.81%) of the 1,672,224 candidates that sat for the examination obtained five 
credit level passes and above in subjects including English Language and Mathematics 
.in the 36 states of the Federation and the Federal Capital Territory (Owadiae, 2012).  

In 2014, the Head of National Office, WAEC, Mr. Charles Eguridu said: “A 
total of 529,425 candidates, representing 31.28 per cent, obtained credits in five subjects 
and above, including English Language and Mathematics. He noted that when compared 
with the 2012 and 2013 May/June WASSCE results, there was marginal decline in the 
performance of candidates as 38.81 per cent was recorded in 2012 and 36.57 per cent in 
2013.  The result of 2016 witnessed a better performance as Mr Demianus Ojijeogu, the 
Head of Public Affairs Department, WAEC, Nigeria in a report noted that the May/June 
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2017 (WASSCE) results showed improved students’ performance by seven per cent 
compared to the previous year’s results. He noted that 59.22 per cent of the candidates 
who wrote the 2017 examination had credit pass in five subjects, including English 
Language and mathematics. According to Ojijeogu ‘’In 2015 we had 38.68 per cent and 
then in 2016 it was 52.97 while in 2017 it is 59.22 per cent’’. At this rate, can we 
boastfully say Nigerian education sector has improved when an average of 55% passed 
with  five credits? This is awkward and lamentable.  

The Nigeria Bureau of Statistics (2016)  revealed that application into Nigerian 
University by sex from 2013 to 2015 declined over the years, from 1,738,810 in 2013 to 
1,475,600 in 2015. The report also shows  admission into Nigerian degree awarding 
institutions by state of origin and sex witnessing an increase from 2014 to 2015 with 
male recording 154,725 in 2014 and 229,555 in 2015 and female were 108,502 in 2014 
and 172,441 in 2015. It simply suggests that the high cost of attending universities has 
resulted into application for colleges of education and polytechnics. Can we therefore 
say that the Nigerian citizenry are able to afford high cost of education? There is no 
doubt that despite the increase in number of private secondary and tertiary institutions 
which has raised the cost of education in Nigeria, the education sector is still performing 
below expectation haven shown that an average of less than 55% of students pass their 
WAEC and NECO exams while most of our graduates are still regarded as half-baked.        
 
Conclusion 

Education remains a pillar for national development as also serves as tool for 
human resource development. The rising cost of education and poor standard of 
education in Nigeria has become a source of concern for the educationists in Nigeria. 
The growing lists of private schools and high attendant fees charged has not fully 
translated into meaningful higher standard of education and quality of graduates that are 
churned out every year because most of the institutions are still new in the education 
system. It is therefore safe to state most federal and state schools still provide better 
quality despite years of neglect in terms of funding and salaries payment. The quality of 
Education in Nigeria can  be better if government and private school owners ensure that 
the right standard is set through adequate investment in facilities and human resources 
such as teachers.     
 
Recommendations 

On this note, the government needs to look into critical facilities and structure of 
the education sector, have an idea on the cost it will take to revamp the sector, draft a 
bill that will be funded by the government at the national assembly which will make it a 
continuum for the new government to allocate certain percentage to the sector until the 
objectives of such bill has been met. It does not have to be 26% budgetary allocation, 
but if it is a 15-20 years plan on the estimate made. Let's say if it will take 2 trillion naira 
to revamp education sector, this can be splited into ten years of 200 billion naira 
budgetary allocation which the national assembly must approve to ensure the new 
government continues with such policy. Moreover, there is need to put a cap on tuition 
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fees charged by private institutions to avoid exploitation while quality must be 
maintained.  State and local governments must find means of addressing incessant strike 
actions by teachers; placing teachers last on the list in salary payment should be stopped. 
There is need to pursue training programmes for teachers and investment in IT facilities 
in government and private owned institutions.                       
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