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Abstract
This paper focuses on language studies and socidédelopment. It
adopts descriptive and comparative approaches ialywmng the nature of
language studies and the policy situation in Nigedonsidering in clear terms
the complex ethno linguistics setting. Sequel ® Itok warm altitudes of
governments over the years, the paper thereforduates the value of an
effective language studies, policy and implemeamato the development of
nations across the globe. On the foregoing, therlevidentifies the low level of
technology and science development in Nigeria as peoduct of
purposelessness approaches in language policy ngakiand
implementation. The paper observes that, littlenorfunctional language policy
exists in Nigeria even at the age of 55 years défrendence. Recourse to this,
Nigerian languages ought to be central to societatelopment and should
occupy an important place in the development diseoun line with these and
many more, the study recommends that urgent atterstnd responsibilities
ought to be given to language experts (Linguists)making language
policies and possible implementation strategiestif@ country. This paper
further advocates for a national language systeowdver calls for the adoption
of respective indigenous languages for vocatiormalning at their given
speech communities. The Nigerian pidgin English thaslikely majority of
speakers and need to be developed to the statusaifonal language alongside
English. These positions can only be achieved if aantral policy maker
(government) is sincere with the reality on growmt avoid mere political
interest and propaganda.

A language study in the world today is an issugyroiwing social importance
because a majority of all living languages areatiereed in their continued existence. How
they can be sustained is a matter of study andeleloadequate level of attention that has
often been given to the language situation in Migends to reflect on the level of general
development. Nigeria is one of the countries witle fargest number of indigenous
languages. This situation should be seen as bissgiather curse. Contrary these
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expectations, countries of this nature are ratineret! into ethnic and religious struggles.
Considering the multilingual and cultural differescthe issue of adopting an indigenous
national language in Nigeria is described as corpiereality, the relevance of language

to development of any society cannot be overemmpthsDevelopment cannot be achieved
in any society unless the linguistics reality oflswa society is put into play. It is evident

that different languages in Nigeria coexisted iageebefore the advent of the colonial
masters which brought together the diverse sodtaralibackgrounds into one fold through

the amalgamation of Nigeria in 1914. This act tesuihto the imposition of English language

as an official language in Nigeria (Adenipekun,@Qi 18).

In reality, there are two possible reasons thakeneljnguage issues. The first reason
is that development is often conceived of in agatiharrow turn to the calculation of the
Gross domestics' product and gross national pra@hetbther economics metrics of income.
The consequences of this quantitative approaclevelapment are that economic indicators
are often erroneously equated with national devety and societal well-being. In this
narrow sense, the role of language in societalldewent may rather be seen as a bit too
marginal to be taken in reality. The second chg#eis why the language issue has not
featured well in Nigerian's development discouf$es is as a result of the nature and role of
language in society which is often completely miratood. Probably, it may be from the
irresponsible declarations of some Nigerian writensl intellectuals. However, Nigerian
languages can be used for effective expressioaspéctive of the diverse cultural situation.
The purpose of the position paper is to focus aguage as a cultural asset and to
establish the relationship between language studidshuman welfare from a linguistic
perspective.

Contesting all these positions and challengespaiper is divided into five sections.
The first section is the introduction, under thetisa two, the paper shall treats the conceptual
approaches to language and development; multilisguaature of Nigeria, the relevance of
language studies in societal development, langaadethe structure of Nigeria education
system, the third section treat language policyretibnal development, that the benefit of an
effective national language planning the develogroENigeria. In the last section, the paper
shall point out the likely ways forward and conidos

The Language Stuation in Nigeria

According to Agbedo (2000:196), "the notion of liiglic heterogeneity refers to the
existence of diverse languages within a societystrofien, nation states. In such nation
states, the choice and adoption of language oubayes and role assignments either at the
national, regional or state level becomes crucislst times whatever choice made is
dependent on three key factors- the total numbelifigrent language within the state, the
ratio of users of each language to the total pdipnlaand the geographical and socio-
economic situation of each language. The logicigéfia language situation seems to suggest
an effective language policy. In Nigeria, theresexdome advances in an attempt to take
record of the repertoire of the language situatidNigeria. Since Nigeria is a multilingual
nation with over 500 nationalities, the questionlaxfguage choice posses a problem.
The term multilingualism can be seen as the phenamegarding an individual speaker
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who uses two or more languages, or a communitypebfikers of different languages.
(Agbedo, 2007, p. 13) notes that, a rigid definitid the term would see as "being native-like
in two or more languages”, while the loose defimitwould see it as "being less than native
-like but still able to communicate in two or mtsaguages". Nigeria's indigenous languages
can then be categorizes into three major languagepg or, more precisely, language
subgroups but these groups do not conform to @aore matching with the states of the
country. Some of these contain very large number®ther-tongue speakers.

The Relevance of L anguage Studiesin Societal Development

Development is seen as the sustainable socio-ayltueconomic and
technological transformation of the society. Theitmn of language becomes an important
variable in the development process. The Nigeaaguages becomes the focus because is
casually related to its development derives. Witthat makes language such an interesting
factor of development or discourse? The answer lnaustund in the nature of language and the
roles it perform in the society.

There exists a considerable amount of literaturethen subject of the role and
functions of languages studies in the society. Haojuage is systematically different from
others in the sense that it has a particular wayrahging the sign that encode meaning, and
communicating the world to its speaker .In thatseemvery language is an efficient tool for
encoding the peculiarities of the particular envinent in which a people lives.

In a broader perspective, the language factor weightheavily on the issues of
development thinking in every society. If developiriavolves the desired transformation of
the socio-cultural, political and economic systehshe society and language is seen as a
repository and a tool for the expression and coniration of the these very socio-cultural,
political and economic belief systems of the sgciéten it goes without saying that a
successful conceptualization and implementatioth@fsocietal transformation can only be
achieved through the use of the mother-tongudsedahguages indigenous to the society.

Hurskainen (1993:23) point that, language questiaaven more compelling when
we examine the new paradigms of development studiés community initiatives,
indigenous knowledge and popular participation. Teeel through which Nigerian
development approached the interrelation betweeguiage and development as noted
early is a matter of concern. As such, the Nigeslaw space of development is a major clue
on how language studies can be a vital tool fotrduesformation of society in general and
Nigeria in particular. It is obvious that languagesocietal development is normally centres
on the people's personality (Kujul999:14)

L anguage and the Structure of Nigeria Education System

The place of language in educational system is esggntial. It is a means through
which knowledge is shared for the development efstbciety. Ferguson (2006:99) contends
the fact that there is a widespread academic agreetimat the mother tongue or a local
language well known hi the community is, in primejpthe most suitable medium for
education in the initial years of education. Puéfly, the educational argument is that
cognitive development and subject learning is Westered through teaching in a
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language the child knows well. Instruction in aglaage familiar to pupils improves

immeasurably the quality of interaction betweerchiea and pupil. It also narrows the
psychological gulf between home and school, integréhe school better into the local
community and gives recognition to the languagecaridre the child brings to school with

positive effects on the self-esteem of individaeld local communities. The work of Cummins
(1979, 1984) and others suggests, moreover, thagolidation of the child's facilitates

subsequent acquisition of a second language. la spiequivocal early research findings,
these arguments are increasingly bolstered by &@pavidence. For example, in a recent
study Williams (2014) shows that fifth-year primagypils in Malawi, where the medium until

grade 4 is Chichewa, have no worse reading abilitieEnglish than primary five pupils in

Zambia, where the official medium is English froradg 1.

In Nigeria, there is a hierarchical structure oimary, secondary and tertiary
educational systems of Nigeria, with very minorfeliént internal subdivisions. In
Nigeria, the educational system recognizes 6 yeérprimary education, 6 years of
secondary education, divided into junior and sesémondary schools and finally leading to
a tertiary level of education. At each of theseelewe have different participants, interest
groups, administrators, teachers, educational rese@nd goals of education. It seems to us
then that each of the levels constitutes an impbitvel at which communication takes
place, at which participation and decision-makiggthe citizenry takes or ought to take
place. The local, the state and national levelsttate discrete and important development
cells of Nigeria. They are ingredients for a maoolelocalized trilingual's. What important
lessons does this observation of the society presan the language debate? It is clear to us
that it is desirable for multilingual countriesfawmulate language policies which would seek
to exploit this natural model of social organizatio achieve optimal communication among
the citizenry at each level. We believe that thet Banguage policy is one that can
promote communication between discourse partigpaneach of these levels and between
each immediate level in multilingual set-ups. Adaog to Ferguson (2006), Development
communication is seen as any communication betvpeeticipants for the purpose of
sustainable socio-cultural transformation. By mappropriate language, we mean the
language in which the majority of participants my aliscourse entity have communicative
competence. One possibility, proposed by Coop&9(138), is ‘acquisition planning', which
refers to planning directed at increasing the numlwd users/speakers of particular
languages. Another, perhaps preferable for being mecompassing, is Mlanguage planning
in education' within the scope of which would thk following policy issues, many of which
are as follows:

1. The choice of medium of instruction for varidesels of the education system
primary, secondary, tertiary.

2. The role of the home language (or 'mother tongu#ie educational process

3. The choice of second/foreign languages as curmricujects of instruction,
along with associated decisions on language Plgramd Education when these languages
will he introduced into the curriculum whether figre language study will be made
compulsory, for whom and for how long what propors of the school population will be
exposed to second/foreign language instruction
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4. In the case of English and a few other pluriceriigguages, what variety of
the language will serve as a model (or norm) fackéng purposes? Worth noting
immediately is that, few of the issues above cancbeasidered exclusively
educational, they clearly have much wider socidliitical ramifications..

L anguage Policy and Functional Societal Development

The role of language in national development regie most controversial issue in
language planning (Ndukwe 1988:114).There is litdabt though that a consensus has to be
reached on the matter in formulating a languageypfar the nation. One profitable manner
in which the issue of language studies and natdeatlopment may be discussed is through
focusing on the main point of disagreement amonguage planning theories. This relates to
the provision of a definite and comprehensive aitlif national beyond language planning.

A viable national language policy would be one,athshould seek to maximize
the participation of the people with regards toimas sectors of development. "The
essential strands of argument point somewhat glpaonihe fact that Nigeria's timid language
policy and the blind glorification of English larage by the rating class Isave conspired to
undermine the local language and rob them of thiditarian values in the important societal
development drive" (Agbedo 2000: 196). In this @mtion for instance, Agbedo (2000:56)
posit the concept of exclusion and shows how tfieaefy of language as an instrument of
exclusion has been used by the milieu diligenktduele the vast majority of Nigerians from
participating in the overall societal developmantpss.

An effective national language policy in Nigeriasttlae tendency to assist the country
in diplomacy, cohesion, conflict resolution, andemction among and between our
neighbours. It will also assist us to increasenlagrin schools because if we have a national
language policy, we can decide which one to dowsedto teach or convey knowledge in
schools. In saying that knowledge acquisition arehton is cultural. It is better in the
language one speaks most as a first language. afosee the striving force to translate ones
thoughts into English.

Adenipekun (2010:67) notes Fufunwa who identifiegoaderful idea in the early
1970s through an experiment in which some primeinga pupils were taught in Yoruba and
their counterparts were taught in English. It wasfl that those who were taught in Yoruba
had an edge over their counterparts taught in Emglhen a comparative analysis of their
achievement was carried out. So, if you are tamghparticular language which is cultural to
you, you are likely going to excel beyond trangigtyour thoughts from your native
language to a foreign language. Yes, English isffigial language.

However, is it possible to form a policy in whial promote our languages for
instructional, transactional, diplomatic, and corruia purposes. If you go to Indonesia, they
speak English but everybody speaks Boha-Indonésig. can we do the same in Nigeria?.
China is ruling the world today because everytigrdpne in Chinese language. Malaysia and
Singapore are thriving because they create idedeinlanguages. The same thing goes for
Japan and Russia. The paper is not saying thathaddstranslate to one language in
Nigeria. What we are saying is that we must cragitatform in which we say these are the
languages we want to promote. How the existingcpadiupports the national language
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policy. The existing policy says pupils should dneght in their mother tongue in the first three
years at primary schools. This policy supports ginds life to what we are doing. For the
first three years they should be taught in natmegliage and then introduce English
gradually. The significance of Language planning teaching in societal development can
not be over emphasized, since Nigeria is a compietilingual and secular in nature

(Abekah2010:14).

The Ways Forward

In regards to the dynamic nature and role of lagguatudies to societal
development., we must be conscious of the factpiliihg a reasonable effort into language
planning, language teaching and language engigetakes time to yield desired results.
Therefore, language experts must be involved iilomatlanguage policy. We should base
our focus on benefits even if it takes long timenahion lives longer than nationals.

The government policy on language should devojobéifical manipulations. Rather
Stringent steps towards the sensitization of citizen the need to accept a genuine policy
on language and look at it as a vital tool for fiimrcal societal development should be
encouraged, Another step is to ensure corpus pigrofi Nigerian languages in order to
give them a functional status in the society. lingdhis, language teachers must be well
mobilized to develop pedagogical materials for laage teaching and development.

If we accept that language is the most effectiv fior cultural transmission, our
national image can be better enhanced through gioduwf home films couched in our
indigenous languages. In early 70s - late 80s,ahmdifilms scripted in their language
flourished in Nigeria. Showcasing Indian valuegeeglly the potency of Indian medicine.
Today, India is celebrated as one of the leadingesan Medicare. Perhaps, the appointments
of Chief Pete Edochie and Hilda Dokubo (who arereet Nigerian film styles) as members
of rebranding committee by then minister of infotima and Communication, Prof. Mrs
Akunyili should serve as a point of reference sigreing responsibilities on sensitive issues
to rightful patriots. We therefore need to showcagevalues and technological prowess
through films scripted in our indigenous languages.

Finally, the paper strongly recommends adoptionrasipective unit indigenous
languages for training students at primary and postary levels. The real native speakers
of Swahili language from East Africa are hot muahthe language has attained international
recognition.

Summary and Conclusion

This paper discussed the issue of language studig®e societal development of
Nigeria. Nigeria seems to have had more thaniitsifare of the global political, economic
and social instability as the result of her comptexure. The fact that Nigeria society is
really multilingual, Nigerians are rather polyglataking use of their mother - tongue in
their immediate localities and any other inter-atHanguages and lingua franca (English
Language) once they leave their indigenous envieotsn.On a general note, Nigerian
languages are naturally vibrant and widely useddagonable number of the population.
Unfortunately, the indigenous languages are nafjustely put to use in educational systems
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of the country. These same languages are not eoasidanguages of national or government
and languages of mass communication, it is pettittemot that 90% of national stations
broadcast in English language, leaving just alni@8t for indigenous languages. This
situation then confirms our contention that thera linguistic and communicative discrepancy
on Nigeria and Africa as a continent. This behavibas trivial consequences on the
development of Nigeria.

In conclusion, we need to involve language exgentguists) in language policy in
order to put in place an objective and effectiviicpoOur country will be better structured
by upgrading the status of the indigenous langumesation building.
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