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Abstract
The political process of Nigeria involves the issue of constitution, election and governance.
From the colonial era till date, the political experience in Nigeria has been dominated with
intrigues, excitement and sometimes, sigh of relief. Whatever the score card is from successive
governments, the purpose of governance is to achieve perfect interaction between a government
and its citizens in policy development, program design, policy execution, social initiatives and
service delivery. The purpose of creative art in the political process is to ensure and assist in
the attainment of the above, and as well maintain best practices in the business of governance.
This paper analysed the political process in Nigeria especially in a democratic dispensation and
the contributions of the creative art towards building a virile nation where no man is oppressed.
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Politics involve activities aimed at getting and using power in public life. This
includes the ability to influence decisions that affect the citizens of a particular country
or society. (Hornby, 2001).

Constitutionalism therefore becomes very imperative in the entire process of
making policies more sustainable and government more legitimate. The constitution
also create the avenue for the form of representation or leadership that is either known
and or acceptable to the people. This in turn creates the divide in governance; the
citizens on one hand and government on the other hand. The political process of any
nation include the issues of constitution, selection/election process and governance.
The outcome of the political process is the overall interaction between a government
and its citizens, policy development, program design, policy execution, social initiatives
and service delivery.

Creative or visual art has been and still an indispensable partner in the political
process. Her role in constitution drafting, electoral process and governance in Nigeria
cannot be over emphasized. The various aspects of creative art; printing, publishing,
photography, painting, sculpture, ceramics, textiles, fashion design and clothing
technology, etc., apart from providing the citizens with aesthetic and utilitarian
necessities of life, has created an atmosphere of sustained enlightenment and sense of
direction. The maintenance of functional educational system, conduct of free and fair
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election, enforcement of rule of law, revival of the commercial sector and effective
service delivery by government to the citizens are all anchored on services from the
creative art industry.

Constitutional Development

Aluyor and Haruna, (2006) defined constitution as a body of rules, customs,
regulations and system of laws by which a country or association is governed. The
constitution has played a vital role in the determination of the political process in
Nigeria. The pre-colonial period in the country experienced the impact of this
regulation from the British Government in the zoning of the country into Southern and
Northern protectorates for administrative convenience. Other pre-colonial constitutions
such as Clifford Constitution of 1922, Richard Constitution of 1946, Macpherson
Constitution of 1951 and Lyttleton Constitution of 1954, continued to shape the conduct
of citizens and as well stipulate the degree of loyalty expected from them. The
independence constitution of 1960 which actualized as a result of the Independence Act
of 1960 enacted by the British Parliament, saw Nigeria liberated from the shackles of
colonial domination.  Subsequent post independence constitutions such as the
Republican Constitutions of 1963, 1979, 1989 and 1999, contributed immensely
towards redirecting the political course towards a democratically elected government.

In these political travails, the creative art has remained steadfast a political
companion in the formulation and execution of policies and dissemination of
information to the entire citizenry.

Democratic practice has been the basic parameter for understanding democracy
in most parts of Africa. A government is democratic when the right of the people to
choose their leaders freely and fairly is respected, when there is respect for rule of law,
and protection of human rights including that of the minority. There should be active
participation of the citizens in decision and policy making and the press should be free
to disseminate information professionally without undue interference by superior
powers. Democracy connotes effective separation of the duties and functions of the
Executive, the Legislative and the Judiciary, accountability and transparency in the
conduct of governmental businesses. There must be virile opposition party to effect
checks and balances. Above all, the supremacy of the constitution must not be
compromised. Democracy is anchored on accountability, legitimacy and
responsiveness (Otoba, 2012).

The Position of Creative Art

The creative art over the years has not only played the role of facilitator in the
political process in Nigeria, it has also positioned itself as a watch dog guiding against
worst practices in the political dispensation. Let us look at creative art in the major
aspects of the political process.
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Q) Transitional Process
The transitional process in Nigeria has been very eventful. From independence
till recently, most transitions from one government to the other has been characterized
by blood sacrifice or unwarranted detentions. The reason for these barbaric acts are
either tall or endless ambition for power. No sooner they acquire power than they
begin plotting and scheming to stay perpetually in office. General Ibrahim Babangida
ruled for eight years and in the bid to stay longer annulled a free and fair election won
by late Chief Moshood Abiola. In the wake of serious intervention by the
print/electronic media and the public, he stepped aside for an interim government.
General Sani Abacha sacked the interim government and proclaimed to remain in
power briefly and perfect a smooth transition to a democratically elected government.

“We in the present government in Nigeria are committed to ensuring that there is speedy and
unimpeded transition to a civil democratic rule in which we shall not be participants... It is
neither in our personal interest nor that of the nation to perpetuate ourselves in power.”
(Umaru 2011)

A proclamation that became the greatest joke of the century when he organized
a multitudinal match to support his bid as the sole presidential candidate for all the five
registered political parties.

President Olusegun Obasanjo came back to power in 1999 as a civilian
president and swore to uphold the constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
After serving for two tenures of eight years as permitted by the constitution, he tried to
amend the Nigerian constitution to enable him go for a third term.

In all these cases, the Daniel that came to judgment was the creative art. There
was much enlightenment through the print and electronic media such as Newspapers,
posters, fliers, Television Radio, etc. that made some of these nefarious plans
impossible through insurmountable opposition. Sit tight leadership is a major threat to
the rule of law, good governance and smooth transition. The negative effects are
endless; underdevelopment, unemployment, corruption, poverty, hunger, electoral
malpractices, political instability, coups and revolution to mention but a few.

2 Electoral Process

The electoral process is a vital aspect of democracy and political process of any
representational government. It ensures equal participation in governance, enables the
citizens to elect their representatives in a free, fair and acceptable election. It gives the
electorate equal access to power and authority and as well change the government when
necessary. Aluyor and Haruna (2006) identified features of an election to include:

@) Setting up an electoral commission

(b) Delineation of constituency

© Nomination of candidates

(d) Campaign

(e Voting/Counting of Votes

U] Declaration of Results



Academic Excellence

In Nigeria the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) was
established to conduct general election bye election and if need be a referendum. Some
other functions of INEC include registration of voters, supervision and erection of
polling booths, appointment and training of presiding and returning officers, registration
of political parties, compilation of voters’ register, screening and registration of
candidates, provision of security during election and political education or
enlightenment of the electorates to ensure adequate participation in the electoral
process.

The functions of INEC in the delineation of the entire country into
constituencies will be greatly jeopardized if cartographic drawings are not printed as
maps

The conduct of free, fair and credible periodic elections cannot be feasible
without electoral materials which includes election time table, voting materials such as
ballot boxes, cards, electoral result sheets, etc. Prior to the actual voting exercise,
legible candidates from all the registered political parties should present their political
agenda to the electorates and seek their mandate to represent them. Campaign materials
such as posters, fliers, T-shirts, caps, calendars, diaries, key holders, pin-up
photographs, etc are used during electioneering campaign to convince the electorates
about what an electoral candidate can offer when voted into power. When voting is
complete, votes are counted and declared either in the electronic media such as
Television, Radio, etc or print media such as newspaper, magazine, gazette bulletin or
government information journals.

3) Governance

Governance is another aspect of the political process where the creative art has
continued to play major role in ensuring that the objectives of effective representation
or rulership is achieved. Governance is linked to leadership, authority, legitimacy,
accountability, the control of information and the observation of the Rule of Law
(Akotia and Adjei, 2003). It is the act of collectively solving problems in a country or
society. The exercise involved in governance is political, administrative and economic.
Governance is the outcome of the overall interaction between a government and the
citizens throughout the political process, policy development, program design, policy
execution, social initiatives and service delivery. (Peters 2010).

The present democratic government in Nigeria should ensure efficient, effective
and accountable public management process, that is open to citizen participation and
that strengthens rather than weakens a democratic system of government. It should
parade the following:

@) Transparency, equity and accountability

(b) Co-operation between the political and the administrative class for the
delivery of high quality services needed for sustainable development and
growth.

© Promotion of the values of political participation of the citizens and
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(d) Elaborate citizen participation in the governance process (Otoba,2012).
The UNDP Human Development Report 2002 highlighted democratic
governance as where:
(@) People’s human rights and fundamental freedoms are  respected,  allowing
them to live with dignity.
(b) People have a say in decisions that affect their lives.
(c) People can hold decision makers accountable.

(d) There is participatory fair rules, institutions and unhindered social
interaction.
(e) Women are equal partners with men in private and public spheres of life

and decision making.

(F) People are free from discrimination based on race, class, gender or any other
attribute.

(9) The needs of future generations are reflected in current policies.

(h) Economic and social policies are responsive to people’s needs and
aspirations.

Democratic governance should provide significant atmosphere for economic
growth and development, free and fair election, equality, transparency, rule of law,
accountability and high quality service delivery. Despotic, dictatorial and tyrannous
leaders who turn deaf ears to the interest of the masses they are meant to represent
should be checked. The role of public enlightenment and publications in the print and
electronic media and possibly use of placards should be employed in this regard. Radio
and Television jingles, and public address system in village squares should be used to
enforce grass root enlightenment.

Another major service of government to the people is the establishment of a
sound educational system. It is expected that government should devote significant
share of its budget to this sector. It is the foundation for social, economic, cultural and
religious growth of any nation.

The creative art industry has been assisting with the provision of instructional
materials such as charts, maps, pictures, textbooks, notebooks, etc that are highly
needed at all levels of educational system in Nigeria. The design and production of
clothes which is one of the basic necessities of life has also emanated from the creative
art industry. Fabrics such as Adire, Tie and Dye, Abada, woven pull-over, beddings,
table mat, rugs, etc. are all contributions towards democratic governance.

Conclusion

Democracy is government of the people by the people. Creative art involves
everybody and its activities cannot be divorced from governance. Creative art has
continued to be a reliable partner in the present democratic government in Nigeria.
This relationship should be strengthened in order to build a virile nation of which future
generation will be proud.
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Recommendations

The central theme of creative artworks, performing art and music should be
directed at government service delivery such as roads, water, electricity, agriculture,
shelter, clothing, education, health, human rights, rule of law, corruption, employment,
children welfare and child abuse, care for the aged and elderly statesmen, accountability
and smooth transition.

There should be private sector participation to assist government in the task of
catering for the well-being of the citizens. Creative art entrepreneurial activities such as
printing, publishing, production of fabrics, photography, bead making, carving,
painting, pottery and production of ceramic wares should be encouraged. This will not
only create job opportunities for the citizens but will also assist to reduce the burden of
poverty and promote self-reliance.

There should be intensified enlightenment campaign to assist government in the
business of governance. Government policies and activities should be brought to the
awareness of the entire populace, both in the cities and in the rural areas. Grass root
mobilization should focus on active participation in governance, such as obeying civil
rules, protecting government installations and properties, participating in skill
acquisition workshops and training, etc. The use of posters, jingles, public address
system and local orators should be employed to achieve these fits.

Government negative actions and inactions should be checkmated through
drama performance, cartoons, music newspaper and magazine publications and other
works of art. There should be art exhibitions organized periodically in all local
government areas of Nigeria to showcase works of art that could assist to correct some
societal ills and as well bring to fore, some laudable programmes of government.

No discipline or intellectual faculty can ever be complete without art. To
achieve the general objective of education in Basic, Senior and Tertiary levels of
education in Nigeria, the subject visual, creative, Fine or Applied Art should be made
compulsory in the curriculum of all educational institutions in Nigeria.
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