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Abstract

The National Policy on education has accorded Social Studies prominence by making it
a core subject at the lower level of education. This paper evaluates the Social Studies
curriculum at the nursery and primary school, stating and justifying the need for safety
education in the nursery and primary school curriculum, showing areas that require
modification or elimination in line, with current trends and practices in education.
Some of the recommendations are that: Social Studies Association of Nigeria should be
closely involved in the dissemination of curriculum innovation through regularly
organizing conferences, workshops, refresher courses and seminars and findings
published in journals; the implementation of the curriculum should follow the sequential
approach whereby new curriculum would be introduced at the lower levels before it is
introduced at the higher levels.

Introduction

Social Studies as a discipline is very crucial to the development of the child into
a worthwhile citizen. This is because by its nature the subject is designed to cultivate in
the individual the understanding of the social environment which comprises not only the
local community but the nation and later the world. Interdependence among people,
therefore becomes imperative. The child right from the beginning needs to be
encouraged to develop those skills; knowledge, values and attitudes that would enable
him become a problem solver.

At the nursery and primary school levels, which constitute the formative years
of child’s education, a lot of care should be taken to develop the type of curriculum that
would take into account the formative years when the children’s minds are malleable.
Any slight mistake at this stage would make the child to grow into an adult that lacks the
proper upbringing thereby making him anti-social and eventually a menace to the
society.
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Obijectives of Pre-primary Education

The objectives of pre-primary education as stated in the National Policy on

Education (1994) are to:

a. effect a smooth transition from the home to the school;
b. prepare the child for primary level education;
C. provide adequate care and supervision for the children while their parents are at
work (on the farms, in the markets, offices e.t.c.)

d. inculcate social norms;

e. inculcate in the child the spirit of enquiry ad creativity through the exploration
of nature, environment, art, music and playing with toys e.t.c

f. develop a sense of cooperation and team spirit

g. learn good habits, especially good health habits and

h. teach the rudiments of numbers, letters, colours, shapes, forms e.t.c, through

play.
In order to achieve the above laudable objectives of pre-primary education
government will:

1. encourage private factors in the provision of pre-primary education;

2. make provision in teacher training colleges for student teachers who want to
specialized in pre-primary education.

3. ensure that, the medium of instruction will be principally the mother tongue or the
language of the immediate community and to this end, government will
a. develop the orthography for many more Nigerian languages and
b. produce textbooks in Nigerian languages. Some of these developments are

already being pursued in some university departments.

4. ensure that the main method of teaching the pre-primary institution will be through
play and that the curriculum of teacher training colleges is appropriately oriented to
achieve this.

5. regulate and control the operation of pre-primary education as well as ensure that the

staff of pre-primary institutions is adequate trained and that essential requirements is
provided.

to achieve these aims the appropriate level of government will review and enforce
educational laws which relate to the establishment of nursery schools to make sure
that schools that are opened are well run and that pre-primary teachers are qualified
and other academic infrastructures, provided. Ministries of education will make
regular inspection and supervision to ensure maintenance of high standards.

Early Child Care Development and Education Curriculum (ECCDE)

The ECCDE curriculum was developed in 1994 and has a different orientation

from the National Policy on Education document which targeted specifically nursery
school category for 3-4 years old. The ECCDE curriculum however, targets the young
Nigeria child from 0-6 years. The curriculum is an all purpose development which care
givers, including parents, community workers, siblings, family members and day-care
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providers can use. According to Agusiobo (1997) the essence of the curriculum is the
creation of a conducive environment for learning in a day care centre, at home or
nursery school, by promoting interaction patterns and networks among children and
between children and care givers or parents.

According to Maduewesi (2003) the ECCDE curriculum as useful as it may be
is not suitable for the modern nursery school. According to her it is limited in scope and
diffuse in its application. The curriculum seems to be targeted at the lower socio-
economic strata for use in day care centres and rural centres. It is not meant for trained
nursery school teachers. The curriculum stresses physical, mental development,
language development, social and emotional development, food and nutrition, harmful
practices, health and diseases, safety measures e.t.c The ECCDE curriculum however, as
far as Social Studies is concerned is an ideal curriculum that government should borrow
and develop. This is because whereas the ECCDE curriculum funded by UNICEF has
requisite documentation such as training manuals, official readers e.t.c. the nursery
school curriculum guide has none.

Primary School Social Studies Objectives
Dike (2002) states the following as primary school, social studies objectives:

1. to develop in the children self-confidence, initiative, imagination,
resourcefulness, critical judgement as well as creative thinking, based on an
understanding their environment, their own potentials worth and
accomplishments.

2. to develop an understanding and interdependence of all members of the local,
the wider national and international communities.

3. to develop respect and tolerance of opinions of others even in disagreement and
willingness to accept necessary changes in a system of law and order deriving
from the will of the people.

4. to develop in children such attitudes and values that are favourable to their
social, physical, cultural, spiritual and economic development, so as to inculcate
in them the spirit of cooperation, participation, interdependence, open-
mindedness, honesty, integrity, trust worthiness and hardwork.

5. to ensure the acquisition of knowledge and skills which are essential for
personal development and which will enable the children to fit into their society
and function effectively as seekers of knowledge, innovations and doers of
good.

6. to create in the children social awareness, the spirit of nationalism and
patriotism through interest and involvement in our local and national heritage.

All these objectives stated here are linked to the national and primary schools
objectives. In the first objective self-confidence is stressed. This depends on the extent
to which we are sure of ourselves. It depends on the ability to read, write and speak
fluently. If a child possesses these skills it is possible that when presented with a
problem, he will use these skills to effectively seek a solution. A self confidence child
can therefore be trained to be imaginative, creative, resourceful and able to take
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initiative.  This social studies objective is therefore related to the primary school
objective which aims at training children to think critically.

The second objective according to Dike (2002) reflects the “widening horizon
approach’ to sequencing social studies curriculum.  This involves teaching about the
family, community, local governments, state, nation and the international community of
nations. This objective is important because it aims at building a ‘united, strong and self
reliant nation’. Role playing and simulation would enable the child to understand and
appreciate other cultures.

The third objective points out that there is a near total break down of inter-
cultural communication. All over the place there are conflicts which sometimes involve
people of one cultural identity. For example, the Tiv fighting themselves. This would
not augur well for the national goal of building a free and democratic nation where
justice fair play and equality are enshrined and practiced in the constitution. Social
Studies therefore help in developing respect and tolerance of other opinions.

The fourth objective is basically talking about inculcating in children the right
attitudes and values for cooperation and hard work. Here children are made to
understand the dignity of labour and the need to come together and cooperate in the face
of adversity.

The fifth objective is emphasizing the need to be able to manage change. We all
know that the society is dynamic. Things keep on changing from time to time. Children
should therefore be prepared to cope with change. For example GSM, cultism, born
again churches, mode of dressing, the internet e.t.c.

The sixth objective means training children to be patriotic. Nationalism
therefore becomes a very important topic to be taught the young ones. Singing of the
national anthem and recitation of the national pledge can be encouraged at this stage.
Stories of national heroes can also be told, to imbibe nationalism in them. Civic
responsibility can also be taught children.

Safety Education

The inclusion of children’s safety education in the curriculum of Social Studies
education is very necessary if children are to grow up being aware that certain practices
and situations can be hazardous to their well-being. Apart from providing general
information on safety, educational materials that focus on building general safety
awareness and reducing the number of accidents involving this vulnerable group can be
provided. In developed countries safety education is an integral part of the education of
young children. Children are taught to be wary of strangers. A lot of harm can come to
children who are used to going close to strangers. They can be kidnapped, sexually
abused or exposed to any other harm.

Safety education can therefore come in the form of sex education. This is
because children are increasingly being abused by adults. According to Ugbong and
Beshel (2004:40) sexual abuse can be defined as commission of a sexual offence of an
older person against a child who is dependent or developmentally immature for the
purpose of the perpetrators own sexual satisfaction. They go further to list instances of
sexual abuse. Some of these include:
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e Exposing the child to adults sexually in other forms (showing sex organs to a

child, showing pornographic materials, telling “dirty stories e.t.c).

e Enticing children to pornographic sites or materials on the internet
e Exposing children to pornographic movies or magazines
e Using a child for the production of pornography, such as a film or magazines.

The consequences of sexual abuse are far reaching, Ugbong and Beshel (2004)
list them as: low self esteem, a feeling or worthlessness, an abnormal or distorted view
of sex, personality disorder, difficulty in relating with others except in sexual terms,
tendency to become child abuser or prostitute, other serious problems in adulthood.
Safety education also includes preventing children from going to dangerous places, not
picking anything they see on the ground, keeping away from harmful substances such as
acid and other chemicals. Children should also be made aware of the fact that they need
to dress properly both at home and at school.

The inclusion of safety education in the social studies curriculum of the pre-
primary and primary level of education is therefore very important. This is because
teaching a child to be safe is teaching a child to be healthy, safety conscious, precautions
e.t.c. The environment is kept neater, there is no disease and a healthy nation is assured.

What to include in the Social Studies Curriculum in line with Current Trends

There are many contemporary issues that the social studies curriculum needs to
reflect. This is because social studies is a dynamic, systematic and integrated discipline
for generating knowledge, attitude and skills necessary for dealing with contemporary
life issues as well as for the understanding of man and the factors which influence his
relationship with himself and his environment, in a sustainable manner. To address the
issues of contemporary life, innovative fields should be included on the social studies
curriculum right from the nursery/primary school stage. These include peace education,
community, education for working life, daily living skills, international education,
political education population and family education as well as safety education.

According to Edozie (2001) every community needs people who will not only
identity with it but also be active participants in its development efforts. Community
education therefore entails not only the numerous ways of teaching youths about
community life but also efforts in community development and citizenship. Bosah
(1988) states that community education emphasizes:

an individuals potential for self determination in communities for development;

the value of needs identification and programme development for their

attainment;

the need to educate adolescents and adults alike in and out of school

the need to link the schools and community in a healthy symbiotic relationship

the desirability of generating community participation in issues of interest to it

and

the developmental advantage of realizing leadership potentials in members of a

community in all spheres of life.

Peace education is necessary at this stage of our political development. Inter
and intra-communal clashes are becoming the order of the day. Peace education is a life
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long process which inculcates in the individual, knowledge of the dangers posed to
human life and social life by war, violence, poverty and oppression. It helps to foster
peace, dialogue, unity respect for and consideration of others (Edozie 1999).

The Way Forward

To refocus Social Studies curriculum for an effective nursery and primary

school education the following suggestions can be considered.

1. Needs assessment studies should be undertaken all over the country. This
would help in identifying the needs, values and aspirations of the diverse
ethnic and social issues in the current trends and practices.

2. Teachers should be involved in innovations through participation in the
planning, formative evaluations and reconstructing the curricula.

3. Nigerian Educational Research Council (NERDC) in collaboration with
National Universities Commission (NUC), National Commission of College
of Education (NCCE), National Teachers Institute (NTI), Universal Basic
Education Commission (UBEC) and Social Studies Association of Nigeria
(SOSAN) would need to produce draft content of enriched Social Studies
curriculum at all levels and determine training needs of teachers through
baseline studies, Edozie (2001).

4. Curriculum materials should be developed and those should include textual
materials, teachers guides and safety education of children.

5. The implementation of the curriculum should follow the ‘sequential
approach whereby the new curriculum would be introduced at one level of
education at a time.” In this case the nursery/primary school level, before it
is introduced at the other levels.

6. Consultative meeting should be held with stakeholders in education
including grassroots organizations, local education authorities, government
and international agencies, (NUT), National Parents Teachers Association
e.t.c.

7. There should be training and retraining of implementers of the new
curriculum

8. There should be a situation whereby there should be close monitoring of
implementation.

9. Social Studies Association of Nigeria (SOSAN) as the umbrella body of
social studies in Nigeria should be closely involved in the dissemination of
the curriculum innovation through regularly organizing, conferences,
workshops, refresher courses and seminars and findings published in
journals.

Conclusion

In recent years there have been far-reaching innovations in the curriculum of
pre-primary and primary education in Nigeria. This has been informed by the belief that
the curriculum has to be dynamic in order to meet the demands of the learners as well as
the changing society. The wide range of Social Studies objectives in the pre-primary
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and primary school for instance often lead to the introduction of some innovations.
There have been some innovations in methods of teaching in the lower levels of
education. Social Studies for example has witnessed the integrated approach to its
teaching and learning. However, whatever innovations that are intended for the social
studies curriculum should be well planned. They should also be introduced gradually.
This is because the new programme may face rejection if it is suddenly introduced
without getting the users ready. The learners, the teachers, facilities and the society
have to be well considered before a new curriculum is introduced.
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