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Abstract 
This paper examines the problems and prospects of Art teaching in the Nigerian School 
system. It looks at the fact that Art is not recognized as an academic subject and that this 
situation could have resulted from the fact that the government, stakeholders in 
education, curriculum planners and the society at large do not know all that Art entails. 
That Art is misconstrued to be only drawing and painting would have done a lot of 
damage to the teaching of the subject .This paper therefore, is an eye opener to the 
manifold resources in Art which makes it an indispensable discipline in the Nigerian 
schools system. It highlights creativity and inventive attributes of Art as prerequisites to 
technology development. This paper also pinpoints the fact that sound  programmes in 
Art as well curricula that carries the new Art Education Philosophy as a utilitarian 
subject i.e. Art for all facets of development be evolved and strongly used to repackage 
the subject. 
 
 
Why Art Teaching has so many Problems 
Introduction 

Unlike other subjects in the Nigeria school system; (Art teaching Art Education) 
has continued to jostle for space and identity even after many years of its introduction 
into the school system. 

It will be recall that great Artists like Aina Onabolu single handedly fought like 
a Trojan to ensure that Art was given a place in the Nigeria school curriculum. Before 
Onabolu finished this programme in Paris, he was “invited to teach” Art at the C.M.S. 
Grammar school, Logos, as a part time master. In 1923, he started teaching there and in 
many other schools in Lagos on part-time basis. According to him, he was conscious of 
over working and over stretching himself, but because of his determination to make 
academic Art, a reality in Africa; he did not feel the strain. (Oloidi, 1998). 

With the establishment of new schools in those days, the work load becomes 
much so, Onabolu could not cope with all the demands. He therefore initiated the 
employment of Kenneth Crosthwaite Murray in 1927. This was another land mark in the 
establishment of Art Education in Nigeria. With all these breakthroughs one wonders if 
Art Education in principles and practices has properly taken deep root in the Nigeria 
school system. 
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The Whiteman with his idiosyncrasy has an erroneous impression of Nigerian 
Art. To him Nigerian Art was fetish and did not deserve any good place in the schools 
curriculum. What a bad legacy! This monster of apathy against Nigeria Art Education 
programme may still be lurking around even after many years the colonial masters left. 
 
Why there are so Many Problems in Art Teaching 

The reason why one would think that Art teaching has so many problems today 
is the fact that Art Education has not been recognized in Nigerian school system. This as 
well implies that the importance of Art Education is not known by the government, 
education and curriculum planners, school authorities and the larger society etc. This 
ugly situation is a carrier of other problems that militate against Art Education in the 
Nigeria school system. 

According to Mbahi (2000) perhaps the first major problem of Art Education is 
lack of recognition of its importance. Many people are not fully aware of the importance 
of this subject. The populace and the government seem to regard Art as a recreational 
subject. To most people in our society, including well educated ones, an Artist is 
someone who draws and paints. The average graduate of a University remains ignorant 
of Art. He fails to recognize that Art is as valid as literature or politics or science. 

Since people do not really know all that Art entails, they have been led into an 
erroneous conclusion that Art does not go beyond drawing and painting of objects. As 
far as they are concerned, Art is not a problem solving area. This apathy against Art has 
also beclouded their understanding and whatever that is good about the subject. This 
therefore leads to all other problems that Art teaching is having today in Nigerian 
schools, both primary and post primary. 

More so, the government does not recognize Art as a functional and relevant 
subject. The school principals and headmasters also have the same impression and belief 
about the subject. They do not feel that Art is as important as Mathematics, English, 
Physics, and Chemistry etc. To them Art is more of Craft and should not be placed at par 
with the former in the school time table. 

With the negative attitude of the school authorities to Art, the students, staff and 
pupils also read in between the lines and treat the subject and the teachers (Art teachers) 
with levity. There is therefore a common feeling that Art teachers are inferior to others. 

The society at large also forms their opinions about Art. They too do not see Art 
as a career subject. They would rather want to be associated with the sciences and in 
most cases would want to address their wards minds to Medicine, Engineering, and 
Pharmacy e.t.c   

Like a running water, the problems has also adversely affected the Art 
programme in the primary and secondary schools. In most cases, the teachers are not 
exposed as many of them are not trained. Art has been seen as a subject that is free for 
all. Many want to teach it because they offered it in West Africa School Certificate 
Examination; others volunteer to be Art teachers because they are interested. Definitely 
Art teaching cannot prosper this way. 

The trend also continues in the area of curriculum planning. Most of the schools 
curricular are either disjointed or unplanned. This situation must persist because the 
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educational and curriculum planners are not Art educationists. The best cannot come 
from them because they are limited in the knowledge of Art education. 

The view the society hold about Art has also affected most students in the 
tertiary, institutions. Most of them feel that Art is not a prestigious discipline they would 
normally abandon it half way in pursuance of other areas that the society recognizes and 
applauds. 
 

Because Art is not religiously followed like other subjects, it becomes difficult 
for materials and other equipment to be procured for day to day running of the subject in 
schools. This situation has to a great extent, discouraged the Art teachers who would 
always feel that their subject is relegated for no good reasons 

The issue of non recognition of this subject (Art) is no doubt a big set back to 
Art teaching and until Art as a subject is given its rightful place in the schools 
curriculum, then shall remain backward in knowledge to fit in properly in this 
technology age. 
 
Solution to the Problems of Art Teaching 

Having seen that the problems of Art teaching hinges so much on non-
recognition of the subject, it becomes pertinent this time for Art organizations like 
Nigeria Society of Education through Art (N.S.E.A), Nigeria Society of Artist (N.S.A), 
the University Art teachers etc, to rally round and embark on an awareness programme 
on Art to bring its ideals to the government and the society at large. 

This time, a sound programme on Art must be evolved to enhance 
understanding of the subject. A curriculum that excites students and administrators must 
be floated to strengthen Art Education. In this regard, such curriculum will be one that 
will bring science and Art together as problem-solving areas. Reading, writing, science 
and other subjects can be made more exciting when art is used to enrich education 
(Clark,1985). 

The new Art Education philosophy should be revived. This no doubt would go 
beyond Art for self expression to opening of a new chapter on the functionality of art 
during this time of quest for technological breakthrough. Mbahi (1997) stated that the 
new Art Education Philosophy for Nigeria puts emphasis on practical and utilitarian 
ends of Art by paying adequate attention to the aesthetics and cultural dimension as 
well. Such line of development could meet the country’s demand for a technological 
society. This is the only way through which Art Education could effectively contribute 
to a technological breakthrough. If the above strategy is properly employed, it will not 
only bring recognition to Art Education but would go a long way in increasing pupils’ 
interest in the subject 

The primary school is the cradle of the Art Education programme. It must be 
strongly emphasized because pupils’ interest is developed here. The government should 
ensure that trained Art teachers are sent to the primary and secondary schools. This is 
very important because most pupils, who on the long run take up Art as careers, started 
Art in the kindergartens through primary and post primary schools. To this end, the 
teacher training programme should be resuscitated to properly train Art teachers. The 
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Federal Ministry of Education through the Art department of the Ministry has a great 
role to play in this direction. 

It has become very pertinent for Art schools, organizations and tertiary 
institutions to begin to revisit the activities of the renaissance artists. This will be 
through workshops, seminars, T.V. programmes. This will open new frontiers for Art 
Education as well as create avenues whereby Art Education will be made more relevant 
to Nigerian needs. As and artists Leonnardo Da Vinci did not restrict himself to the 
canvas alone; his exposure to science and engineering made him thicker amongst his 
peers. 

Our Art teachers ought to task themselves in fighting this war of bringing Art 
into relevance and recognition. They ought to affect the students and even the larger 
society through their innovations, research etc. Without mincing words, Art is a fertile 
ground for inventions; therefore teachers should avail themselves of this golden 
opportunity and try to influence the larger society with what they believe in. 
 
Conclusion 

Since all people make numerous or related decisions every day, the Art 
teachers’ role becomes increasingly important in helping individuals learn to make 
aesthetically based decisions. Learning the language of art and using it in visual decision 
making is important for all people not just the artist (Hellberg, 1986). 

By the above, the societies view about Art will change for the better. Amongst 
his pupils, the resourceful Art teacher would seek to employ every available resource to 
ensure that his pupils get to know how art can positively affect other subjects and 
everything around them. This is integrated Art activity and learning and will go a long 
way in increasing the status of the subject thereby, enhancing its recognition. Integrated 
art activities will help the child transfer his learning about Art to other subjects. He uses 
design as he arranges a science display or learns about natural forms (Clark, 1985). 

The government should also take a clue from the advanced countries in wholly 
embracing Art and seeing it as a sine qua-non for technology and educational 
development. Kunle (2007) reported that the Minister of Science and Technology, 
Professor Turner Isoun, connected the art creativity to technology. He said “in the arts 
you have to be creative and innovative to produce an art work, the same applied to 
technology. According to Mbahi (1997) most technologically developed countries 
realized right from the outsets that one of the conditions most favourable to invention is 
to accumulate knowledge and experiences in art and creativity. The importance of Art 
Education to the realization of physical growth and development of scientific and 
technological knowledge was fully recognized by the western world which had to make 
art the basis of its learning. This is reflected in their efforts to ensure the development of 
the stages of the artistic development in a child. 

These stages not only bring about artistic development in a child, but go a long 
way in taking a child through creative thinking processes which involves the whole 
child. In America, in the 1950’s the justification for Art as a subject to be taught in 
schools was that it was necessary for the development and prosperity of American 
industries. Nigeria could as well join the league of industrialized nations if Art will be 
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fully engrafted into our educational system. In Australia, an International Drawing 
Research Institute has been established to project the value of drawing (Art) to 
contemporary society. Akolo (2003) stressed that Art has in some countries been 
integrated into technology for the improvement of products and environment. Artists in 
some countries have been employed to add aesthetic touches to new invented machines 
or new products before being mass produced for the market. Laseau (1989) in his 
graphic thinking communication process strongly upholds the virtues of Art as a 
wonderful resource for the enhancement of creativity. Mwark (2000) argued that Art 
through all its facts encourages inventions. From day-to-day faced with necessities and 
situation Artists are great inventors. Mbahi (1990) also postulated that Art is the basis 
for all disciplines and the foundation of discovery. 

Finally, the above are no doubt, good recipes that will help turn around and as 
well as give face lift to art education. With these also, the numerous problems that 
militate against art teaching and the image of the subject will be reduced to a 
considerable level.  
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