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Abstract
Childhood education in the context of Preprimarydarimary Education is
the foundation upon which all other levels of edisain Nigeria are built.
This has therefore underscores the importance isf lvel of education for
sustainable national development to which secusign essential catalyst. The
chance for children to fulfill their potentials argtowing up to take their right
places as responsible individuals in the commuisitgreatly affected by this
level of education. As the foundation level, thality of instructions and
interactions in the preprimary and primary schotdslay determines the kind
of personalities Nigeria is bound to have as futaitezens. It is therefore the
contention of this paper that, the position of dhidod education in Nigeria
should be refocused. The paper examines the neelthofjing the practice of
preprimary and primary education in public schofds quality assurance in
the process of instructional delivery. The papaghlighted the policy driven
goals of preprimary and primary education in Nigedand the corresponding
support services required for achieving the stag@els as contained in the
national policy on education, to justify the need feform. The paper was
concluded with a stand that, childhood educatiom igery important stage in
the Nigerian education system; as a foundation lJeiteis no doubt very
essential to the nation’s effort toward achievingstainable national
development via the education sector. The papergestg the urgent
transformation of public primary schools in Niget@international standards.

Keywords: Refocusing, Preprimary, Primary, Education, Ségamd National
Development
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Nigeria as a nation has amazing features that segyrshow a diverse blessing
of vast possibilities in spite of the challengenmdating its survival as a growing
democracy. Nigeria is no doubt a great nation gbynghe abundant natural and human
resources that God has blessed it with. It has lbesoribed in its national policy on
education (FRN, 2013) as a country of ethno-cultdigersity of over 350 distinct
ethnic groups and over 500 indigenous languagels avipopulation of 170 million.
Nigeria is now a democratic federation of 36 staté4 local government areas and a
Federal Capital Territory (FCT) Abuja. Bagudo (2p&xpands this state of being, by
explaining that Nigeria is by its population pretethe 7" most populous country in
the world; accounting for about one-third (1/3)tloé population in sub-Saharan Africa
and about one-fifth (1/5) of the black race glopalll is the largest country in the world
that is about half Muslims and half Christians riiyias one people in one nation.
Evolving from the 1914 amalgamation of the Northamd Southern protectorates and
ruled by the British up to®1October, 1960, Nigeria now an independent and deatio
federation has come a long way in this journeyhwits of struggles all the way to
promote peace, unity and national development.ySaabugh, these struggles seem to
be throughout the years, thwarted by crises angriggchallenges.

Nigeria like most other countries of the world e€lion its education system for
achieving overall national development. EducatianNigeria is an investment for

economic, social and political development as vasllan essential tool for effecting
national security. As noted by Jimoh, (2010) edocats the process through which
individuals are presented with a number of expedsrto make them acquire relevant
knowledge and skills that will make them usefultb@mselves and their individual

communities. The philosophy of education in Nigésidased on the development of the
individual into a sound and effective citizen; hentis on the concurrent list of the

constitution of the Federal Republic and the sysgestructured into:

" Early Child Care and Development aged 0 — 4 years;

" Basic Education aged 5 — 15 years which encompdsePrimary 1 year, 6
years of Primary Education and 3 years Junior SssngrEducation;

. Post Basic Education of 3 years in Senior Secon&miyool and Technical
Colleges; and

" Tertiary Education provided in Colleges of EducatioMonotechnics,

Polytechnics, and the Universities (FRN, 2013)

The first two stages (i.e. early child care andal@ment/pre-primary and primary
education) are however the concern of this papeértlagy are treated under the concept
of Childhood Education.
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Conceptual Clarifications
Education

Education is a term originally derived from Latand it is defined as ‘any act or
experience that has a formative effect on the mihdyacter or physical ability of an
individual. It is the process by which society Heliately transmits its accumulated
knowledge, skills, and values from one generatmmariother. As noted by Dambazau
(2014) the history of education can be equatetadistory of humanity, since from the
beginning man has been pre-occupied with the tremséom of knowledge, skills and
attitude his descendants and this is what educasioall about. The transmission
however, follows a pattern in which training begatghe grassroots level with children
attending institutions of learning where childhoeducation in the context of pre-
primary and primary education is provided in a widage of programmes: all aimed at
the physical, cognitive and social development lfdcen before they mature into
adolescent members of the society.

Childhood Education

Childhood education in the context of this papertagken to mean the
combination of pre-primary and primary educatiofre-primary education is now
known as early childhood care and education (EGG&}wo modes as described in the
National Policy on Education (FRN, 2013) have umfmbjectives, although the former
is described as a 1 year programme provided fdodrelni age 5 years within the formal
school system, while the latter is described the,garotection, stimulation and learning
promoted in children from age 0 — 4 years in aleéor nursery. Similarly, the policy
statement on primary education in Nigeria described the foundation upon which the
entire system of education is built (FRN, 2004,286ad 2013). In line with these policy
descriptions, Muhammad (2011) opined that primadycation (which is usually
segmented into lower and upper levels) is the stagehich children are taught the
basic subjects which build up the foundation fairttsubsequent learning in the future.
The significance of primary education makes it ingpige to all children regardless of
their gender, tribe, physical condition or socidss. The pre-primary and primary
levels of education are linked in a vital way amponents of childhood education; with
the primary level relying on quality outputs frofnet pre-primary level for it to be
effective and qualitative. Owing to this, it can logically asserted that provision of
quality childhood education (pre-primary/primarg)d one sure way of addressing any
societal pressing issue in Nigeria including issugfs insecurity and national
development.
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Security

The simplest meaning of security is associated with ability of a nation to
protect its internal values from external thredtsomas and Aghedo cited in Teke and
Katami (2016) maintained that security, in an otijecsense, measures the absence of
threats to acquired values. However, in the tiauhitl sense security of the state means
the protection of the state, its boundaries, peop#itutions, and values, from external
attack. According to Wolfers cited in Dambazzaul@0security can be viewed from
both objective and subjective senses. In the foihmaeasures the absence of threats to
acquired values, while the latter points to theeabs of fear that such values will be
attacked. In the view of Abdullahi (2012) natiosakturity seeks to promote and sustain
the necessary internal conditions that would fed#i the realization of genuine
aspiration of the people. Thus, it focuses on @krstability, socio-economic
development and peaceful co-existence. Nationairgggs by far more than absence of
conflict; it reflects lasting peace, provision dfiality and functional education, good
health, clean democracy, human rights promotiowjrenmental protection against
degradation and the stoppage of proliferation eidtieweapons.

Security situationsin Nigeria

In Nigeria, the quest for national security cansieen in line with the nation’s
ability to preserve the core values of the gensoalety, defends its territorial integrity
as well as to ensure the physical security ofittgemns. However, situational analysis of
the current realities, establishes the fact thaeNa, at fifty nine, is still battling with
the issue of widespread cases of social insecurtis assertion lends support to the
views of Haliru (2013); Nsirim and Elechi (2013)ydaTeke & Katami (2016) on the
prevalence of lawless activities undermining Nigerinternal security, some of which
include violent protests, militancy, insurgency ttlearustling, armed banditry and
kidnapping as well as pipe lines vandalism andrsaJoshua, Ibietan and Azuh (2016)
posited that internal security in Nigeria, partanly from 2007 till date seems to be
elusive and the state of affairs in the countrynsdeavily characterized by ethno-
religious conflicts, political violence, hate spkes, cyber crimes and terrorism.
Insecurity has taken different dimensions in Nigewith young children and youths as
the creative energies in these anti social aawitiThis has therefore underscores the
need for rebuilding the education system in Nigdr@am the foundational level to
achieve the goals of national security and devetym
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Childhood Education and Security

Having an education system with a strong foundateom be an investment with
impact on national security because educationdreiitirety is a core ingredient of
human security. As noted by Bagudo (2015) educat@mbe connected with the issues
relating to peace and security in many ways andesofithese ways include; lack of
education, poor educational curriculum and delilsdyatwisted education system. If
these added together, happen to manifest at thdhobid level of education, they can
certainly contribute in breeding national inseguri?vhen lack of quality childhood
education exists in the society, it limits the progon of the type of human resources
required for security and national development. diguwhere the type of education
given to children in schools is developmentallyelievant in terms of infusing the
requisite literacy skills, then a transition of Iauality graduates from primary to the
next levels of schooling is guaranteed; leadinghi® assemblage of unemployable
youths in the country. To this end therefore, adbetnd qualitative childhood education
in of significance to Nigeria’s quest for natiosaicurity.

National Development

The term development is subjected to various ingtgations, it meaning
therefore depends on which area one is definingteh®; as it is often used in the
following contexts: social, economic, political aedltural. In the Nigerian context,
national development entails positive change apdrrin socio-economic and political
conditions or situations in the country; it is ascls a process of cultural change
engineered by the efforts of all stakeholders botarnal and external and in which
education perhaps serves as the chief means feaanmg individuals for active
participation. According to Ibrahim (2013), develognt has to do with the emergence
of vital social institutions and complex economitstitutions as well as amount of
money in circulation. It should however be notedttthe regular function of these
institutions usually brings about increased prodmcibf goods and services and an
increase in the corresponding rate of consumptibichvmay be seen as indices of
sustainable development. According to Wikipedia thee encyclopedia, sustainable
development is the organizing principle for meetmgnan development goals while at
the same time sustaining the ability of naturatesys to provide the natural resources
and ecosystem services upon which the economyeotdeiety depends. Sustainable
development can be classified as development tlestamthe needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future geneoats.
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Childhood Education and National Development

Literacy is considered the most important factar fiational development; it
strengthens the fabric of characters for making sbund an intellectual individual. It is
equally a reality that no national development paogme can succeed fully without
proper education and literacy support programmass;Tprovision of the right type of
education at the childhood level of schooling aamglate into national development in
terms of raising children into a regime of well edted and well adjusted adults in the
society, and where the wrong type is provide, iy head to series of social conflicts. As
noted by Bagudo (2015), when young children areoseg to learning situations that
nurture their minds with prejudice and a distortéelw of history, wider grievances,
both real and imagined, social tensions and inétpsatan be intensified in the society
resulting in violent conflicts. The scholar attried this situation to the activities of
religious teachers and ethnic leaders within andide the schools who teach hatred
and assembled new generation of avengers in alevesy community in Nigeria. In
the light of this assertion, it is worth noting theéhrough quality childhood education,
Nigeria will directly reinforce one of the key aseaf human security and national
development; because through such education, ireprert is enhance in the society’s
general mode of operation, thereby raising prodgliigtin every segment of the nation’s
economy.

The implications of the goals of pre-primary and primary education on national
development and likely situations resulting from failure to realize the goals in
Nigeria:

SIN | Goals of Goals of | Implications of the Goals | Situations Resulting from
Pre-primary Primary to National Development failure to Realize the
Education Education Goals

1. Effect smooth| Inculcation of| Successful transition from In most Nigerian
transition  from| permanent the home to school, leads focommunities the mode df
the home to thg literacy, inculcation of permanent transition is now from home
school; numeracy and literacy skill in children. to the streets, leading tp

ability to inculcation of hawking and
communicate begging skills in  many
effectively; children.

2. Prepare the chilg Laying of a| Successful preparation farPreparation in mos
for the primary| sound basis for the formal school, leads tp Nigerian communities toda
level of | scientific, inculcation of scientific and is for the initiation of
education; critical and | reflective thinking thereby children into child labour

reflective making the children well leading to molding of many
thinking adjusted adults in the children into hard and
society. workaholic adults in thg
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society. |

3. Provide adequate Promotion of| Adequate care anf Today adequate care and
care, supervision patriotism, supervision and blending supervision for children in
and security for| fairness, with others in a formal some communities have
the children while| understanding | setting away from home, been over taken by child
their parents are and national| will make develop sense qftrafficking and slavery;
at work; unity belonging; thereby creatingmany haven taken away

Promotion of| a base for wunity and from home and place under
patriotism, cooperation among the exploitative context with the
fairness, future generation. agreement of their parents
understanding and families.

and national

unity

4. Inculcate social| Instilling Successful inculcation of Formal inculcation  of]
moral norms and social, moral| societal values into the societal values in young
values; norms and| young ones in the formadl children have been thwarted

values in the| ways provide a basis farby poor parental rearing
child raising citizens who are practices and many children
peace loving. Peace is |ain Nigeria today are left at
necessary catalyst fgrthe mercies of thei
security and national communities; many of them
development Nigeria. end up into the hands qf
hard criminal Nigerians.

5. Inculcate in theg Developing in| When the spirit of enquiry In most Nigerian
child the spirit of| the child the| and creativity and the ability communities today, children
enquiry and| ability to adapt| to adapt to the changingare forced into searching of
creativity through| to the changing environment is developed ih various dust bins and refuse
the exploration of| environment children, production of disposal points; where they
nature, the future adult who can develop the creative abilit
environment, art, struggle for survival undef to adapt to waste
music and the us¢ any given condition ig exploration and its related
of toys, etc; certain. health hazards.

6. Develop a sensg Providing Developing of team spirif As children are forced t
of  cooperation| opportunities among children will lead tq live on streets and other
and team spirit; | for the child to| raising of future citizen with dangerous locations in the

develop life| capacity to operate society to struggle fo
manipulating effectively  within  their| survivals, they operate
skills that will | capacities to collective individually within their
enable the child develop Nigeria. capacities; development of
function any team work may be for
effectively in negative action and
the society sometimes  powered by
within the violence.
limits of the
child.

7



Academic Scholarship

From the table above, it becomes clear that edwcat the childhood level has a
tremendous role to play in sustainable nationaktigoment. As the foundation of the
education system in Nigeria, it is no doubt theiea@f societal growth. No wonder, the
National Economic Empowerment and Development &jias (NEEDS) recognized
education as the vital transformational tool andoanidable instrument for socio-
economic empowerment, hence the NEEDS targets dmease the percentage of
graduates of primary schools who acquire functiditerdacy and numeracy to 100% and
adult literacy to 80% by the year 2012 (FRN, 200@portance of childhood education
has been further strengthened by the UBE Act o280t other global initiatives such
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGSs), Educatiéor All (EFA) and the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Educatidts iantirety is the key to the new
global economy, from primary school on up to liéed learning; it is central to
development, social progress and human freedonucdfidn at the childhood or basic
level of schooling is not only a public good, italso a human right that is essential for
the exercise of all other human rights, especiallpromoting individual freedom and
empowerment.

Refocusing Childhood Education for Security and National Development in
Nigeria:

It will not be out of point to describe childhoodugation (pre-primary and
primary education) in terms of its relevance to é¥ig, as being capable of re-
engineering human existence for national developmEmus, refocusing education at
the childhood level in Nigeria should fit togettibe set goals of these vital foundation
levels of the Nigeria's education system. The folligs can be considered in the
refocusing outlook:

a) Improving Teacher Competency for Functional Childhood Education
Childhood education (pre-primary and primagu&ation) is no doubt a stage of
education that is very critical to Nigeria's effddr sustainable security and national
development. However, the teacher is also an irapbrtool in the achievement of
educational goals especially at the pre-primary gmohary education levels of
schooling. Therefore, the need for teacher contisyarofessional development at the
childhood level of education cannot be overemplealsizecause such teachers are the
centre between knowledge and learning; determithegquality of children the society
should have through character molding and skiltsilication for children to fit into the
society. In the light of this, staffing of childhdschools both public and private should
follow the pattern of professionalism so that ophpfessionally qualified personnel
should be supplied to handle all pre-primary anich@ry schools in Nigeria. In this
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connection, teachers should be made to acquiregpgital competencies (through

capacity building) that will significantly transfor education at the childhood level of

schooling; to provide the right type of lifelongdwledge which could serve as the best
conflict prevention approach for Nigeria as a dieenation.

b) Revitalizing Public Primary Schoolsfor Functional Childhood Education

The right type of school environment that isaacive to teaching and learning is an
essential catalyst in the process of providing ripbt type of childhood education in
Nigeria. In fact, improving public schools (espdgigprimary schools) for quality
learning is a strategic priority in repositioninget education sector for national
development. Childhood level of schooling is nolyam stage of providing knowledge
to make an individual employable in the future, bBugtage for the inculcation of peace
and sense of security in the mind of young chilgtinough cultivation of inclusive
citizenship to reconcile the mind of young childramd to build the culture of peace,
love and tolerance. Nigerian schools specificdilyse managed with public funds are in
a situation that portrays ‘total decay’. In thisnoection, our schools need to be
repositioned or revitalized from holding classedemnthe trees and dilapidated building
to a well designed structures to facilitate edweatihat can provide the knowledge
needed to help eliminate those factors which areats to national security and
sustainable development in Nigeria.

c) Refocusing the Curriculum for Functional Childhood Education

School curricula seek to build the persopatif pupils, form the correct social
concepts and reinforce such concepts in the mifdseopupils in a scientific manner;
thereby building and controlling trends to stremgthhe social texture and enhancing its
unity, security and stability. Most studies agreetloe importance of school curricular
and their role in contributing to the deploymentseturity awareness starting from the
formation of positive behavior and acquisition @quired security skills that can
contribute to the reduction of distractions, criam@ violence (Al-Sakran, 2008). In the
light of this, the childhood level of schooling Migeria needs to have its curriculum
fitted with contents customized toward security eemass; making every subject to have
security ethics as part of its constituted topimddcilitate acquisition of the security
concepts of education by young school children.e&sally, there is need for the
infusion of indigenous ideas regarding social si&cimto school curriculum operating
at the basic level of education in Nigeria.
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Conclusion

This paper is concluded with a stand that educasi@ntool for the perpetuation
and renewal of every society. Thus, in order to edacation for the promotion of
security and national development in Nigeria, thisraneed to properly refocus the
practice and provision of education at the childhéure-primary and primary) level of
schooling. One cannot refute the fact that theeepasitive and negative effects of what
is promoted by way of the school system in Nigetierefore, choices made and
actions taken for the education of children durihg critical period of childhood can
affect not only how children develop but also hdw hation gets secured and develop.
The issues relating to sustainable development egicted in the Millennium
Development Goals, such as poverty alleviation, drunights, health care and so on, are
intrinsic to education. It is worth rememberingtthtiis at the foundation level of our
education system that we cultivate certain valued anderstanding of issues that
facilitate both economic and social developmenthich security is paramount.

Suggestions

1. Despite the various interventions and effortshef government to promote education
in Nigeria, it is glaring that educational pracicand programmes are still affected by
many challenges at the childhood level of schooliese challenges, relate to
professional development training of caregivers tathers, school environment and
curriculum development as well as funding. In thghtl of this, a dialogue becomes
imperative between the three tiers of governmethis, private sectors, communities,
PTAs and NGOs with a view to mapping out strated@esvorking collaboratively to
revive the childhood level of education in Nigeréand makes it functional for
sustainable security and national development.

2. The Federal Government of Nigeria should cop&vith a law to limit the provision
of pre-primary and primary education to public saBoonly. This will help stop the
private proprietors’ complete monopoly over childdoeducation as the case is at
present; which has succeeded in creating inequaligccess to quality education and
the neglect, complete deterioration of public systé schooling in Nigerian.

3. The UBE Act of 2004 has as parts of its canguired parents and guardians or those
with the custody of children that have attained #uye of schooling to hasten the
enrolment of such children into schools. In thisnmection, therefore, the same
provision should be made by the Federal Governrefdrce all public office holders
to educate their children in Nigerian public sciso¢ht both basic and post basic
education level). This requires political will frothe government, but if put in place, it
will help reduce the rate of social segregation edidcational inequality among children
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in Nigeria and it will help to foster unity and medul coexistence which are very
essential for security and national development.
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