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Abstract 

Women trafficking is the system whereby young girls are lured into foreign 
countries especially Europe and America by unscrupulous cartar to assist them 
in getting money. By this unholy system, the ladies involved are permanently 
subjected to slavery and exploitation of their womanhood at the risk of 
contracting sexually transmitted diseases (STDs). This illicit business, apart 
from the fact that is an abuse on the dignity of womanhood, it also gives 
negative impression on the norms and values of the Nigeria society. The paper 
therefore examines the pattern and social consequences of women trafficking in 
Nigeria with special emphasis on ways of eradicating it.    

 
Women trafficking is the system whereby young girls are lured into foreign land 

especially Europe and America by unscrupulous carter ostensibly to assist them in 
getting money. This international social menace reared its ugly head in the late 1980’s as 
a results of the economic recession in the country but later assumed a frightening 
dimension in the early 1990’s up till date for a number of reason ranging from a further 
downturn in the economic, political repression and degeneration of the societal values of 
dignity of labour and hard work. 
 

The unscrupulous people involved in this business are referred to as “trolleys” 
because they facilitate the movement of these girls overseas through all means possible. 
By this unholy system, the ladies involved are permanently subjected to slavery and 
exploitation of their womanhood at the risk of contracting sexually transmitted diseases 
(STDs) and HIV/AIDs. While the “trolleys” smile to the bank, the young ladies who 
have become object of sexual glorification by both men and sometimes animals, suffer 
untold indignity and hardship in the hands of the former.  
 

The illicit business, apart from the fact that it is an abuse on the dignity of 
womanhood, also gives negative impression on the norms and values of the Nigerian 
Society. There have been instances where these women of easy virtues are repatriated 
from countries like Italy, Belgium and Holland just to mention but a few on offences 
bothering on the violation of Immigration laws and constituting a social menace to these 
host countries because of the illicit trade. This has also brought untold misery to the 
parents of these young girls whose belief that their children are gainfully employed 
abroad and hope to reaping the dividends of such are shattered and replaced with 
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disgrace and ridicule when they are eventually repatriated home. The study therefore 
examined the pattern and social consequences of women trafficking in Nigeria with 
special emphasis on ways of eradicating it.  
 

The paper is divided into six sections: one is the Introductory aspect, section two 
examines the concepts of child trafficking, section three looks at the causes of child 
trafficking, while section four focuses on the effects of child trafficking; section five 
deals with the ways of eradicating child trafficking and finally the conclusion.  

 
The Concept of Child Trafficking  

A child may be defined as any person less than eighteen years of age. The age 
limitation of this definition is based upon the 1989 Convention On The Right Of The 
Child, (Alfreedson, 2002). Child trafficking therefore, implies a disgraceful harboring, 
recruitment, transport and human exploitation of children from one place to another 
either within or cross-country borders especially females for the sole purpose of capital 
accumulation and sexual gratification, (Okereke, 2001). It is a renewal form of slavery, 
which represents the worst form of dehumanization characterized by greed and graft.  
 

The United States Department on Human Right states this about Nigeria: “There 
is an active trade in child laborers, some of whom are exported to Cameroon, Gabon, 
Benin and Equatorial Guinea to serve as domestic slaves or agricultural workers. Others 
according to them, are coerced into prostitution. A trade route for traffickers of children 
for labour through Katsina and Sokoto to the Middle East and East Africa has also been 
identified. Cross River and Akwa Ibom States as indicated by the report have been the 
focus of trafficking of children for labour and in some cases human sacrifice, (Ohia, 
2001). 
 

It was alleged that in April 2001, a Nigerian registered ship Etinero was turned 
back from Gabon with more than two hundred and fifty children. The children were to 
be discharged for labour at Gabon, (Tunde, 2001). The report also claimed that between 
March 1999 and March 2000, a total of two hundred and eighty seven (287) Nigerian 
girls who had been taken to Italy and Saudi-Arabia for Prostitution were caught and 
deported to Nigeria, (Tunde, 2001).  
 

Ohia, in his article estimated that more than 100 girls between the ages of 10 
and 15 are smuggled from Nigeria through Togo to Europe, (Ohia 2001), while the 
International Labour Organization project record showed that some Nigerian children 
are sold at ridiculous prices of between fifty to hundred thousand naira per person, 
(UNICEF REPORT, 2001) 
 

It is reported that millions of Nigerian children are presently engaged in child 
trafficking at the expense of their education and general welfare. Such children are 
forced to hawk wares, lured into prostitution or beg for alms. (Osagie, 2003).  
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The above data shows the sorry and worrisome state of child trafficking and the 
rate at which it is assuming, usually these children have no skills or education to rely on, 
the girls are at the mercy of their sponsors who force them to do their biding. Many of 
them are forced to offer sexual services to people in order to repay “the loan” that are 
the cost of facilitating their movement abroad.  
 

However, worried by the incidence of child trafficking and abuse, the National 
Assembly recently amended a section of the Law Enforcement and Administration Act. 
The amendment prescribes a fine N100,000 or imprisonment of five years for any 
person who employs a child as a domestic help outside his own home or family 
environment. The decision to amend the bill is to help check the recruitment of under-
aged youths for all kinds of odd jobs, given the series of unpalatable tales associated 
with child trafficking and labour.  
 
Child Trafficking could be Attributed to the Following Reason/Causes  
 Extreme Poverty  
 Helen Iheme, identified poverty as a contributing factor to the incidence of child 
labour and by extension, child trafficking. Orally that poverty is chiefly the reason. 
Many families live below the poverty line, so, in order to survive, under-aged and young 
girls who ordinarily should be in school or be seen to be engaged with their books find 
themselves doing one odd job or the other to make money for family use, (Anthony, 
2006) 
 
 In addition to the above, Sikkam also observed that the prevalence of poverty 
has serious negative effects on society both at the individual and national levels. The 
lack of access to resources by individuals leads to a state of powerlessness, haplessness, 
which in turn could produce violence, high rate of robbery, female trafficking etc 
(Sikkam, 2001) 
 
 Sikkam further observed that the inability of a system to provide the basic 
necessities of life to its members has been consequential or harmful in an endless 
number of ways. Specifically, in a society in which majority of its members are poverty 
stricken, thereby generating disrespect and rendering government policies ineffective so 
long as people feel that they are not catered for. The expectation effect, which ought to 
facilitate the success of a programme, would in this case incapacitate the success of 
policies as has been the case in the Nigerian Society, (Sikkam, 2000). In other words, 
poverty is a characteristic feature of a situating in which the few that possess the 
political power organize the economic system to suite their own selfish interest. The 
interaction of the above variables places a large segment of the society into various 
circle of poverty which is characterized by low productivity that leads to low per-capital 
income.     
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 Greed and Craze for Europe  
Greed and craze for traveling abroad is another major factor for women 

trafficking. It should be pointed out here that there is nothing ethically or 
constitutionally wrong to seek greener pasture through appraised legal means outside the 
shores of one’s country especially when the socio-economic and political situation at 
home is unfavourble. But to embark of such a venture becomes criminal when it is 
pursued in defiant to the laws of the land and social norms guiding the society. When 
one seeks economic opportunities outside the shores of his or her country, the person 
ought to have thought of first being equipped with the right knowledge, skills and 
aptitude to actualize the dream which will insulate him from crimes and other 
misdemeanor, but when unskilled girls offer themselves to traffickers to be transported 
abroad, the disposition and motives of both of them becomes questionable. Perhaps one 
may ask, with what do they expect to actualize their dream of better life which they 
sought by embarking on such journeys? This explains their involvement in prostitution 
and even bestiality in order to make ends meet.   
 
 Gender Discrimination  

In most Nigerian cultures and African by extension, women do not have a say in 
the family. In other words, males or male children are valued more than the females. 
Women and children therefore are the most economically vulnerable group in most 
developing countries. Besides discrimination at home, many parents do not believe in 
the girl-child education. These children are denied education because their parents are of 
the view that when they are married out, then the benefit from such training and 
education goes to the husband’s family. This is very common in the northern and some 
southern part of Nigeria. In fact, in some cultures, women are forbidden completely 
from attending schools. In such societies, women are only seen as baby producing 
machines or factories. These negative societal values and lack of cultural encouragement 
are contributing factors to female trafficking in Nigeria.    
 
 War/Ethnic and Religious Conflict  

War usually is said to occur when there is no peace. When there is war or 
violent clashes children and women are usually scattered and people go there to take 
helpless children as house helps and they later ends up in the slave markets as 
prostitutes.  
 
 Absence of Moral Values  

For a nation to be great, there is the need to establish on enduring national 
values that would bind every individual in the corporate entity. National culture must be 
revisited as it influences nation’s character and image. What we lack as a nation is a 
system of values and nothing else. No matter the amount of reforms/rebranding by the 
government; Nigeria will never be great until value re-orientation is vigorously pursued. 
Our values system as it stands today is faulty and there can be no meaningful progress 
until this is visited. It is against this background and search for a cure that the 
Obasanjo’s administration (1999-2007) initiated a far reaching and comprehensive 
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socio-economic and development policy, that is the National Economic Empowerment 
and Development Strategy (NEEDS). The conceptual issues in NEEDS are based on 
four goals poverty reduction, wealth creation, empowerment generation, and value re-
orientation.  
 
Effect of Child Trafficking on Nigeria  

The social consequences of child trafficking in Nigeria has assumed an 
intolerable dimension that the then Governor of Edo State, Lucky Igbinedion suggested 
one time that repatriated prostitutes from overseas should be treated lime armed robbers 
in consonance with the sharia code operating in some states in Northern Nigeria 
(Guardian 2001). Like the 15th centuries slave trade, child trafficking is a devastating 
venture. It is not only callous and dehumanizing, but has subjected those involved into 
slavery and exploitation of their pride and dignity as women. This illicit business, apart 
from the fact that it is an abuse on the dignity of womanhood, it has also given a 
negative impression on the norms and values of the Nigerian society.  
 
Positive Effect  

Trafficking is a profitable and an economic investment. An ex-trafficker once 
revealed that the business is as risky as it lucrative, (U.N.E.S.C.O. 1999). It takes an 
investment up to about two million Naira ($17,699) to ferry about 20 children (girls) 
abroad before the could begin to yield their dividends. Because it is an organized trade, 
it has provided employment to many who have engaged in this wicket trade while the 
“trolleys” smile to the banks, the young ladies suffer untold indignity and hardship in the 
hands of the former.  
 

In some cultures and communities, trafficking has reduced the pressure on some 
parents who have no means of livelihood to cater for their family. After all, some 
parents sent their children out as prostitutes for money to assist feed the remaining ones. 
This in a way helps in bringing down social tension and insecurity in the family.  
 
Negative Effects  
Sexual Abuse  

By this unholy attitude the ladies involved are vulnerable to sexual 
embarrassment and abuse. They are not only subjected to slavery and exploitation of 
their womanhood at the risk of contracting sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) and 
HIV/AIDS but are sometimes raped to death by gangs of miscreants.  
 
Psychological/Emotional Trauma  

Psychological and unstable emotional trauma does not build any individual 
positively because of constant self-defeat and deprivation. The traffickers in most cases, 
do not provide decent food, education, love and affection to these girls. They 
psychologically abuse them using harsh words creating fear and insecurity thereby 
hindering the child’s personality, self-esteem and self-respect leading to frustration, 
(Nwocha, 2000). 
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Loss of Population 

This trade in human beings has contributed in the population loss of some 
communities. It should be noted here that the vibrant sector of any society are they 
young ones. Since trafficking concentrate on teenagers and few adult women, it then 
means that the energetic sector of the society who are supposed to provoke initiative and 
development are lost.    
 
Image Problem  

This illicit business has given a negative impression on the image of Nigeria. 
There are instances where these women have been repatriated from countries like Italy. 
Belgium, Germany and Holland on offences bothering on the violation of immigration 
laws and constituting a social menace to these host countries because of the illicit trade.  
 
Deprived of Educational Opportunity  

By this unholy system, children or ladies who are subjected to this obnoxious 
business ended up being deprived of schooling opportunity. Education is the bedrock of 
any human development; hence children deprived of this opportunity meant the 
deprivation and stagnation of future development.  
 
Ways Towards Eradicating Child Trafficking  

The study has been able to show the menace female trafficking has assumed in 
the country. In view of this, the following recommendation should be put forward as 
ways of discouraging female trafficking and improving the standard of living especially 
among the female folks.  
 

The Nigerian government should do more in the improvement of national 
economy, which is perceived as the major cause of many social evils in the society. It is 
believed that it is the absence or scarcity of legitimate or lawful economic opportunities 
that has forced some of the traffickers into the crime. Employment opportunities as well 
as appreciable improvement in standard of living will reduce the craze for traveling 
abroad.  
 

The law-enforcement agents must be equipped and trained to effectively cope 
with the antics of the traffickers whose activities are increasingly becoming more 
sophisticated. In this wise, the immigration service should be assisted and reinforced 
with more men, material and adequate training to nip in the bud the criminal activities of 
these traffickers.  
 

Government should also increase their assistance to non-government 
organizations such as Women Trafficking and Child Labour Eradication Foundation 
(WOTCLEF) the project of Chief (Mrs) Amina Titi Abubakar with finance and technical 
support in order to make the fight against this social menace a won battle.  
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The mass media and other communication agencies should be at the vanguard of 
sensitizing the public on the danger of trafficking. Documentaries and films that 
highlight the dangers posed by this trade could be shown. Similarly, a bill could also be 
sponsored legislating the total abolition of female trafficking in the country.  
 

The traditional institution can also assist other government and non-government 
institutions involved in the fight against female trafficking by refusing to acknowledge 
or bestow public recognition on people of questionable character such as traffickers 
through the conferment of Chieftaincy title. It is believed that through their sermons and 
admonitions a lot can be done to change the psyche of the traffickers and their victims.  
 
Concluding Remarks  

In conclusion, the work has been able to analyze pattern and social 
consequences of female trafficking in Nigeria. The illicit business apart from the fact 
that it is an abuse on the dignity of womanhood, it also gives negative impression on the 
norms and values of the Nigerian Society. The Federal Government Poverty Alleviation 
Programme should be implemented at the local level with youths as the major target 
group. The United Nations Convention on the rights of the child abhors child slavery 
and all kinds of abuses. As at June 15, 1997, about 191 countries including Nigeria has 
ratified the agreement. If the country is to grow and command respect in the 
International Community, her laws regarding the right of the child should be reviewed in 
accordance with United Nations Laws.             
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