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Abstract

The study aimed at finding out the extent and direction of relationship
between resource availability and academic performance of secondary school
students in Ebonyi State of Nigeria. The descriptive survey research design
using correlation method was adopted to examine the relationship. A sample
size of 120 teachers and 30 principals totaling, 140 respondents was used for
the study. A-2 questionnaire instrument was used to collect data for the study.
The instruments were validated by three experts. Using pearson product
moment correlation coefficient the first instrument, School Resources
Descriptive and Students Academic Performance Questionnaire yielded 0.94
while the second instrument, School Resources Descriptive Questionnaire
yielded 0.90. Two research questions and one hypothesis guided the study.
Frequency counts and simple percentages were used to answer the two
research questions, while Pearson Product Moment Correlation was used to
analyze the hypothesis. The hypothesis was tested at a significance level of
0.05. The study found among others things that material resources and
human resources were not adequate in the schools. It revealed significant
relationship between resources availability and academic performance of
students.

The poor performance of students in their final senior secondary school
certificate examination needs an urgent attention. The percentage of failure of students
in the examination appears to be on the increase, and if something serious is not done
this may be the trend for some time to come.

Apart from the general poor performance referred to above, there appeared to
be differences in performance from one school to the other. It may be argued that such
variation in performance is unavoidable. Although the incidence of poor performance
appears to be more common in public secondary schools.
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In Ebonyi State, south East of Nigeria, it has been observed that performance
of students in the National Examination council (NECO) has been characterized by low
performance (2010-2014).

The percentage of candidates that had credit and above in English language
reduced from 46.85% in 2010 to 43.765 in 2011, and 39.05% in 2012. Horribly and
sadly enough, in 2013 and 2014, the percentage further reduced to 35.79% and 32.06%
respectively. This downward trend in performance is not only limited to English
Language. The percentage of students who had credit and above in Mathematics during
the periods under review reduced gradually from 45.09% in 2012 to 38.11% in 2013
and to 31.56% 2014.

The causes of the poor academic performance in secondary schools could be
traced to inadequate provision of both human and material resources. Resources in
education are the total sum of everything used directly or indirectly for the purpose of
education and training to support, facilitate or encourage transmission and acquisition
of knowledge (Ehinola 2009). Educational resources are essentially required in
ensuring the attainment of educational objectives and goals.

Adeogun (1999) examined the effect of resources provisions on the level of
students’ resources in Technical Colleges in Lagos State. It was found that physical and
material resources were in short supply. It was established that student’s performance
was largely “influenced by the level of resources availability”.

Obanya (2003) believed that infrastructures should be qualitatively
aesthetically and spatially adequate. He further stated that infrastructures should be
learner and teacher friendly, the availability or non-availability of infrastructural
material resources in schools affects the performance of students in the SSCE, the use
instructional materials form an integral part of successful teaching and learning.
Research findings show that most of our secondary schools do not have adequate
infrastructural aids which then, results in poor academic performance. Alily (2000) said
that in 1994/95 academic session, Edo South Senatorial District of Edo State of Nigeria
had a total student enrolment of 111,400 out of this number, only 35,518 had either
desk or locker alone or chairs alone or none at all. Nwakpa (2007) found that the
available material resources in Ebonyi State secondary schools was quite inadequate.

Ogunsaju (2000) was of the opinion that in any establishment be it a school or
a corporation, adequate planning and development of human resources are essential
ingredients for the survival of the establishment. He further stated that the purpose of
human resources, planning and development is to ensure that specific number of
employees with required skills needed for the job are made available and placed on the
right job at the appropriate time. The quality of teachers in an educational system
determines to a great extent, the quality of the system itself. Professional teachers in

2
African Education Indices, volume 8 No. 1, May, 2015, ISSN: 2276 — 982X




The Relationship Between Educational Resources Availability And Academic Performance
Of Secondary School Students In Ebonyi State, South East Of Nigeria

particular are crucial to the formulation of educational policies and also to the
execution of the policies in any country.

Many concerned citizens have cried out over the poor level of performance of
students in public examinations. Reasons given for such poor performances range from
poor quality of school facilities to poor quality teachers. The problem therefore, to
which attention will be directed in this study is to what extent does availability of
resources influence academic performance of students in the public secondary schools
in Ebonyi State.

Research Questions

Two research questions guided the study.
Research Question 1: What is the current state of material resources availability in
Ebonyi

Research Question 2: What is the quantity and quality of teachers in Ebonyi State
public secondary schools?

Research Hypothesis
HO,There is no significant relationship between resources availability and academic
performance of secondary school students.

Methodology

Descriptive survey design was adopted in this study . The study was also
correlational as attempts were made to ascertain whether a relationship exists between
resource availability and academic performance of secondary school students. The
study also made use of ex-post facto design because the independent variable is already
in existence. The independent variable is resource availability while academic
performance of students is the dependent variable.

Populations

The population of this study comprised all public senior secondary school
principals and teachers in Ebonyi State. A total of 105 principals and 2,100 teachers
formed the population of the study. A total of 30 public secondary schools were
selected. Stratified random sampling method was used to select 10 secondary schools
from each of the three educational zones of Abakaliki, Afikpo and Onueke. Also,
stratified random technique was used to select four teachers, 2 English and 2
Mathematics teachers from each secondary school selected for the study making a total
of 120 teachers and 30 principals.

Two sets of research instrument named School Resources Descriptive and
Students Academic Performance Questionnaire (SRDSAPQ) contained three sections
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to collect variety of information from the school principals and “School Resources
Descriptive Questionnaire (SRDQ) contained three sections to collect data from the
teachers who taught English language and Mathematics. The research instruments were
validated by 3 experts from the Department of Science Education of Ebonyi State
University Abakaliki, Ebonyi State, South East of Nigeria. To ensure the reliability of
the instruments, a test-retest technique was employed. A pilot study was carried out by
the researcher on two occasions on randomly selected 06 principals and 12 teachers in
selected six secondary schools. After three weeks interval, the same test was
administered on the same respondents. The co-efficient of reliability of the responses of
the two instruments were calculated using the Pearson Product Moment Correlation
Co-efficient. The result yielded a relationship of 0.94 and 0.90 for school Resources
Descriptive and Students’ Academic Performance Questionnaire and School. Resources
Descriptive Questionnaire respectively.

Data Analysis

The statistic technique used for the study varied in accordance with the nature
of the research questions and hypothesis tested. Frequency counts and simple
percentages were used to answer the two research questions, while Pearson Product
Moment Correlation Co-efficient was used in testing the hypothesis.

Results/Findings
Research question 1: What is the Current State of Material resources
availability in Ebonyi State public secondary schools?

Table 1: Current State of Material Resources Availability for Teaching and
Learning in Public Secondary Schools in Ebonyi State (Physical Facilities)

S/IN PHYSICAL GOOD FAIR POOR NOT
FACILITIES AVAILABLE
Freq % Freq % Freqg | % Freq %
1. English Laboratory 2 7 4 13 10 33 14 47
2. Classroom 12 40 10 33 8 27 - 0
3. Chairs/Desks 12 40 10 33 8 27 - 0
4. Library 10 33 8 27 7 23 5 17
5. Library Materials 7 23 7 23 6 20 10 33
6. Counseling room, 0 0 0 0 5 16 25 84
7. Toilet 4 13 6 20 10 33 10 33
8. Water supply 10 33 8 27 7 23 5 17
9. Teaching Aid for 5 16 6 20 4 13 10 33
English
10. | Teaching Aids for 4 13 6 20 10 33 10 33
Maths

Result from the above table 1: shows that 14 schools (47%) out of 30 schools sampled
in Ebonyi State did not have language laboratory;
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5 (17%) did not have library; 10 (33%) did not have library materials; 25 (84%) did not
have counseling room; 10 (33%) did not have toilet. 5 (17%) did not have water
supply; 10 (33%) did not have teaching aids for English language and 10 (33%) did not
have teaching aids for mathematics.

Summarily, the current state of material resources availability in Ebonyi State
public secondary schools is inadequate.

Research Questions 2: What is the quantity and quality of teachers in Ebonyi State
public secondary schools?

Table 2(a) Distribution of Sampled Teachers by Academic Qualification

Teacher No of Teachers | Percentage
Qualification

N.C.E 10 8
HND 10 8
OND 5 4
B.A/B.Sc 30 25
B.Ed/B.A (Ed)

B.SC (Ed) 50 43
PGDE 10 8
M.Ed 5 4
Total 120 100

The data presented in table 2(a) show that 10 teachers (8%) of the sampled had
N.C.E, 10 teachers (8%) had HND, 5 teachers (4%) had O.N.D, 30 teachers (25%) had
B.A or B.Sc; 50 teachers (43%) had B.Ed or B.A (Ed) or B.Sc (Ed), 10 teachers (8%)
had PGDE and 5 teacher (4%) had M.Ed. From the above result the quality of teachers
in Ebonyi State public Secondary schools is not adequate as up to 37% (HND), 8%
(OND) 4% and (B.A/B.Sc) 25% who are non-professional teachers are still teaching.

Table 2 (b) Teacher/Students Ratio

SIN | Teacher/Student Ratio Agree Disagree
Freq % Freq %
1. Teacher/Student ratio is > | 25 83 5 17
1:40
2. Teacher/student ratiois < | 2 07 28 93
1:40

The result from table 2(b) shows that the teacher/students ratio was far greater
than the Federal Republic of Nigeria (FRN) 2013 recommendations of teacher/student
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ratio of 1:40. Thus, Ebonyi State has inadequate number of teachers in her public
secondary schools.

Hypothesis: There is no significant relationship between resources availability and
academic performance of secondary school students.

Table 3: Relationship between Resources Availability and Students Academic
Performance

Variables N r —cal r- table
Resource Availability 30

Students academic 30 0.446 0.288
performance

P <0.05

The Result in table 3 shows that r — calculated (0.446) is greater than r — table
(0.2880 at P < 0.05 level of significance. Therefore, the null hypothesis is rejected. This
shows that there was a significant relationship between resource availability and
academic performance.

Discussion

The findings of this study as revealed in the research question one show that
many secondary schools in Ebonyi State have poor material resources; some are fair,
few are good while some did not have at all. As indicated in the table 1, 47% did not
have language laboratories, 84% did not have counseling rooms; 17% did not have
libraries, 33% did not have library materials, 33% did not have toilets; 17% did not
have water supply and 33% did not have teaching aids for English language and
mathematics respectively.

It is unbelievable that in 21% century, some Government secondary schools do
not have common water and common toilet on the compound. It also sounds funny that
some Government owned secondary schools in Ebonyi State do not have libraries and
library materials. No wonder, students are not doing well in their academic work.

Adaralegbe (1985) pointed out that the availability of adequate school
buildings, number of classrooms, toilets and other facilities are necessary for the
attainment of any educational objectives. It was revealed in table 1, that English
language teaching aids were not at all available in 33% of the schools in Ebonyi State
while the same 33% of the schools did not also have any teaching aids for mathematics.
Osunde and Miller (1999) have stressed that resources must not only be available but
sufficiently available so as to enhance performance in the acquisition of relevant skills,
knowledge and attitude.
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The finding of this study corroborates Obi (2004) which indicates that lack of
adequate teaching aids is one of the factors responsible for the downward trend in the
students’ academic performance in Senior School Certificate Examination (SSCE).

The result in table 2(a) revealed that 37% of the teachers are non- professional
teachers thus there are 37% unqualified teachers in Ebonyi State secondary schools. If
there is a positive relationship between teacher quality and performance in English
language and Mathematics, the shortage of unqualified teachers for these vital subjects
perhaps explained the dismal performance of students in Ebonyi State, and Nigeria in
general.

Coupled with low teacher quality, table 2(b) revealed gross inadequate number
of teachers in Ebonyi State secondary schools. Table 2(b) revealed that 83% agreed that
the teacher/students ratio is greater than 1:40. Fagbulu (1992) opined that in any formal
human learning, a teacher is indispensable. So, for improved academic performance in
secondary schools anywhere in the world adequate provision of professionally qualified
teachers is a must.

In table 3, it was revealed that there is a significant relationship between
resource availability and students academic performance (r —cal 0.446, r—table 0.288).
It shows that resource availability for teaching and learning affects academic
performance. The finding supports the view of Bandele (2003) on the importance of
physical in structures like modern laboratories, libraries, classrooms and workshops
which should be put in all schools. The result also agreed with Ogunniyi (1982) that
laboratories play a central role in Science teaching, emphasizing that the laboratories
provide students with unique opportunities to study abstract concepts. This finding also
supports Akinwumiju and Orimoloye (1987) that availability of relevant and adequate
resources contribute to students’ academic performance.

Conclusion

This study investigated the relationship between resource availability and
academic performance of secondary school students in Ebonyi State. The findings of
this study showed that a significant relationship exists between resource availability
and academic performance. It thus, implies that without substantial resources available
in our secondary schools, the hope for better students’ academic performance could be
an illusion or a mirage. It is important to note that from the findings, good and better
academic performance may not be achieved without adequate material resources to the
school system. Therefore the provision of these resources should be made a priority by
the government and all other stakeholders in education.
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Recommendations
Based on the findings of this study, the researcher therefore recommend that:

1. Both human and material resources should be adequately provided in public
secondary schools by the concerned authorities.

2. Parents should as a matter of importance, ensure that they buy recommended
text books for their children and wards.

3. All the unqualified teachers in the service of state government must be given
time to up date their knowledge in the field of education, while there should be
no reason to engage the services of unqualified teachers in Ebonyi State.
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