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Abstract

Basic education is the bedrock of knowledge and foundation of the educational life of every child in
every nation. Its importance in the society cannot be over emphasized. Basic education fosters in
the development of human potentials as well as the nation’s economy. In any case, no stem or
branches survive without a root hence basic education is the solid foundation on which every other
educational system stands. It builds in an individual the skills, morals, values foe global
competitiveness. Regrettably, this all importance educational system has been left to struggle in the
midst of numerous challenges, thereby subduing its success. It is on this basis that the study is
carried out on the improvement and innovation of basic education for global competitiveness in
Nigeria.
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Introduction

Education is the process of cultivating, developing, giving, encouraging, discovering and
helping someone to know more about his/her self and the common environment in which they live
Freirecited in Illeris (2012) that education allows one to build step by stop at a time perhaps from
small to large, side by side and ensures absolute vigilance of the environment. Illeris also added
that cultivating process brings about the education of the cognitive, emotional and social
orientation and re-orientation on the learner. Basic education is actually the beginning process of
this orientation or re-orientation activity for the learner. Basic education is the foundation of the
educational life of every child in every nation. It is basic because it is the most important education
gain tobe received for a child or learner to be able to fit into the larger society and function at least
at the basic level (Akor, Pepple&Uriri, 2019).

Basic education has been marked the author, teacher, developer and instructor of intellect.
Several scholars have rated it as a transformational tool, due to its powers in moulding individuals
and generating wealth for a better society. It is a known fact that knowledge is a gradual process,
which emanates from the basic to the unknown till eternity. This indicates the fundamental role of
basic education in the inculcation of knowledge in sequence for individuals and societal
development (Nwosu, 2021). No wonder Arikpo (2017), assert that any learner that has gone
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through basic education has appropriate levels of literacy, numeracy, manipulative,
communicative and life skills as well as the ethical, moral and civic values needed for laying a
solid foundation for a life-long learning. It is on this basis that improving basic education becomes
very important in Nigeria for global competitiveness.

Concept of Basic Education
The word basic means essential, necessary or fundamental to life or a process. This
indicates that basic education is a level of education that cannot be skipped in the life of an
individual. Basic education is an evolving programme of instruction that is intended to provide
students with the opportunity to become responsible and respectful global citizens, to contribute
to their economic well-being and that of their families and communities at large. It is a whole range
of educational activities that take place in various settings that aim at meeting basic learning needs.
In Nigeria, basic education comes under the Universal Basic Education Policy of
the Federal Government of Nigeria. According to the National Policy on Education, basic
education is meant tobe for 9years. 6 years for primary education and 3 years for junior secondary
education following the 9.3.4. System of education (FRN, 2013).The Federal Government
instituted the universal basic education with the following objective:

1. Developing in the entire citizenry a strong consciousness for education and a strong
commitment to its vigorous promotion.

2. The provision of free universal basic education for every Nigerian childof school
age.

3. Reducing the incidence of drop-out from formal school system, through improved
relevance, quality and efficiency

4. Catering through appropriate forms of complementary approaches to the promotion

of basic education for the learning needs of young persons who for one reason or the other have
had to interrupt their schooling

5. Ensuring the acquisition of the appropriate levels of literacy, numeracy,
communicative and life skills as well as the ethical, moral, security and civic values needed for the
laying of a solid foundation for lifelong learning (NPE, 2013).

Concept of Innovation

Innovation is the presentation of newthing, ideas, concepts and thought (Amadioha&Uriri,
2022). It is an act of improving on a programme for continuous success and serves as an agent of
change and acquisition of new ideas, skills, creativity and vision. Mkpa and Izuagba (2012),
pointed that innovation is a process of initiating change in order to resolve a problematic situation.
They further describe it as a deliberate, well-conceived undertaking with a definitive purpose,
which is beneficial to the school and community. Roger (2003), sees innovation as ideas, practices
or object flat or perceived as new by individuals who wants to adopt it. Obizue (2015), defined
innovation as the introduction of something new that departs from what has been traditionally
known to exist. It is on this note that Emediongokon (2015), conclude that innovation does not
only mean bringing in or adopting new ideas, strategies or techniques but also creating new ones.
This means that when there is a new approach that is intending or strategically aimed at improving
a practice on something, it can be described as innovation, especially when it is new. It therefore
implies that the only way to improve on basic education for global competiveness is innovation,
which involves careful planning, rationality and creativity. Innovation of basic education will
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automatically involve modification, restructuring and re-organisation which will aim at curtailing
waste and proper management of human and material resources to achieve effectiveness and
efficiency.

History of Basic Education in Nigeria

Basic education came on the heels of the Nigeria government trying to participate and
fulfill the world mandate and agreement of education for all a treaty which Nigeria signed at the
conference at joltier, Thailand between the 5" -9 of March 1990. The champion of basic in
Nigeria, the then president of Nigeria, Olusegun Obasanjo was the one who introduced the
nationwide primary education called universal primary education in 1976 asa Military Head of
State. He was also responsible for taking upthe pursuit of restarting primary education for the
Nigerian citizenry under the name of universal basic educationon March 29" 1999 at Sokoto,
Sokoto State. It was made clear at the launch of this programme that it was meant to be free and
compulsory (Obilo and Uyerenre, 2018). It was further added that the aim of the programme is to
bring re-awkening through the basic education sub-sector. The objectives of (UBE) programme
include:
1. Ensuring an uninterrupted access to 9year formal education by providing free and
compulsory basic education for every child of school-going age under six years of primary
education, three years of junior secondary education providing early childhood care development
and education (ECCDE).

2. Reducing school dropout and improving relevance, quality and efficiency.

3. Acquisition of literacy, numeracy, life skills and values for life-long education and useful
living.

4. Include permanent literacy and numeracy, and ability to communicate effectively.

5. Lay a sound basis for scientific and reflective thinking.

6. Give citizenship education as a basis for effective participation in and contribution to the
life of the society.

7. Mould the character and develop sound attitude and morals in the child.

8. Develop in the child the ability to adapt to the child’s changing environment.

9. Give the child opportunity for developing manipulative skills that will enable the child

function effectively in the society within the limits of the child’s capacity.
10.  Provide the child with basic tools for further educational advancement, including
preparation for trade and crafts of the locality (National Policy on Education, 2014).

Roles and Benefits of Basic Education.

Basic education has several benefits in the development of individuals and society.

It supports social and emotional development of citizens

It improves reading and communication skills.

It serves as an incubator for the next generation of leaders, thinkers and innovators.
It fosters the development of cultural, cognitive and physical skills.

It helps in the development of sense of independence and self-confidence.

It shapes individuals into better thinkers, learners and human beings.

It inculcates right values and basic skills for poverty alleviation.

It creating awareness in the masses.

It opening avenues for opportunities as well as self-advancement and improvement and
0. It reduces chronic and inter-generational poverty.

RoOoo~Nooa~wNE
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To compete globally, children are prepared from very early childhood to embrace and
sustain ideas and knowledge for lifelong development. This basically is advised from the fact that
the pace of development during this period is extremely rapid. This is the reason basic education
is necessary for all as it develops confidence and readiness for global competitiveness.

Challenges of Basic Education in Nigeria

According to Edo, David and Uriri (2020), the success of any organization or project
depends heavily on the way it is managed, irrespective of whether it is a business or a school. Basic
education has experienced some setback due to some impeding factors ranging from:
1. Inadequate funding: Funding of educational projects in Nigeria has been an issue to worry
about even in the midst of overflowing resources and the basic education that ought to be the
number one priority for the nation is not an exception. Inadequate funding of education has become
a recurring phenomenon even though the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation(UNESCO) has recommended 26% of its allocation of the total budget to education
because of its importance, the Federal Government of Nigeria has not spent up to 25% of its total
budget on education in the last 15 years.
2. Corruption: Nwosu (2019), is of the opinion that corruption is the most worrisome issue in
all sectors in Nigeria, and cannot be down played as it has accumulated a heavy burden on the
nation. The recruitment of unqualified manpower based on relationship or bribe against the
qualified, misappropriation and mismanagement of fund on one side and embezzlement on another
side.
3. Inadequate facilities: Poor educational facilities have constituted serious menace in the
achievement of basic education. It is amazing to think that learning can take place in
anunconducive classroom of 200 students without proper sitting arrangement, some on the floor,
others standing with the rest hanging and sitting on the desks in a dilapidated buildings.
4. Quality and access: Realising and sustaining the quality and access of basic education in
Nigeria is a huge challenge. The achievements of these factors in basic education are basically
inhibited by socio-economic and political factors. The aim of universal basic education is to open
access to basic education, engender a conducive learning environment and to eradicate illiteracy
in Nigeria.Emenike, (2015), stress that education is still not properly accessible in Nigeria at all
levels. Unfortunately, this quality has not been realised as a result of the gap between policy
formation and implementation.
5. Shortage of personnel: Shortage of staff in basic education is a challenge that requires
serious attention. The universal basic education (UBE) has placed excessive demand on the
existing teachers based on the increase in school enrolment, which is an aftermath of the UBE
programme, is demanding a corresponding increase in the number of qualified teachers for the
primary and junior secondary school levels (Akude, 2010).

Improving Basic Education for Global Competitiveness.

Basic education has been marked the author, teacher, developer and instructor of intellect.
Several scholars have rated it as a transformational tool, due to its powers in moulding individuals
and generating wealth for a better society. On this basis, the following steps could be adopted to
improve basic education.

1. Staff development.
2. Adequate funding of basic education.
3. Improving curriculum content.
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4. Job enrichment strategy.

5. Entrepreneurship/vocational education.

6. Implementation of policies.

7. Improving the general environment for teachers in primary schools and teachers training
facilities.

8. Strengthening practice-oriented teacher training.

9. Developing approaches to supporting pupils with learning difficulties.

10.  Provision of adequate facilities.

11.  Employment of qualified staff with educational background.

Conclusion

Basic education is the pillar of education. Having examined its goals towards the
development of the nation, it is obvious that basic education in Nigeria has not achieved its goals
and objective hence the need for urgent attention to adopt strategies to surmount its challenges in
order to actualise its goals.
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