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Abstract

This research paper focused on, ‘Out of school children in Imo State: Socio-cultural, Economic
Issues and Implications in Imo State’. Five (5) specific objectives and five research questions were
posed to guide this study. Survey research design was adopted. The population comprised 184
Deans of Studies in the 92 public secondary schools in Owerri Education Zone I, Imo State. A rated
questionnaire was used to collect data from the respondents. Out of the 184 instruments distributed,
152 were completed and returned and used to generate data for this study. Frequencies and mean
were used to analyse the data collected. Findings revealed financial problem as the major cause of
out-of-school children syndrome. The socio-cultural implications are: low quality of life, increased
crime rate, violence, lower educational achievement, illiteracy and child marriage and pregnancy
while the economic implications are: shortage of skilled manpower, joblessness, abject poverty,
high economic dependency and low foreign investment which government at all levels and other
stakeholders can address. Based on the findings, the researchers recommend an all-encompassing
free education for children from low income families. Furthermore, society should not celebrate ill-
gotten wealth but emphasis should be laid on morality and culture that promotes good living in the
society as early as possible in the life of children. Efforts should be made to revive our national
economy to enhance our children sound education for career development skills, innovation for self-
employment and a conducive environment for entrepreneurial skills acquisition. In the same vein,
all the education agencies should endeavour to provide needed school material and make school
friendly to children to encourage good school attendances. Public-private partnership should
enforce a legislation prohibiting parents from engaging school children in extra-school activities
that may lead them to drop out of school.
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All children, no matter where they live or what their circumstances may be, have the right
to quality education. That is why UNICEF as well as Nigerian States supported children to attend
school and learn. Out of school is synonymous with dropping out of school. Out of school children
are children of official primary school age who are not enrolled in primary or secondary schools

expressed as percentage of the population of official primary school age. Some children of primary
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school age who have not been in school may not eventually enrol as late entrants. Other children
may have initially enrolled but dropped out before reaching the official age of primary completion.
One in every five of the Worlds’ out of school children is in Nigeria. Even though primary
education is officially free and compulsory, about 10.5 million children attended primary school
and only 35.6% aged 36-59 months received early childhood education (UNESCO, 2011).

Children may be out of school due to poverty, quest for wealth, teenage pregnancy, poor academic
performance, health issues among others. Arowolo, Arowolo and Adaja (2016:9) stated why
everyone should have access and right to education as:

I.The child is born helpless and has to rely entirely on parents and other older members of the society
to survive and fulfil his/her growth needs in all ramifications.

Ii.The degree and quality of participation in the life of the society depends to a large extent on the
degree and quality of his/her education. This will enable him/her perform the political and other
citizenship duties and exercises the rights pertaining to it effectively.

iii.Since every citizen benefits from the result of the education of his/her fellow citizens and since
every generation receives its education from an older generation, every generation has a duty to
reciprocate by educating the generation that comes after it.

It is generally agreed that children are the future generation, the leaders of tomorrow, and
the potential flag bearers of any nation. To carry out these duties, children should therefore be
encouraged to complete primary and secondary school levels of education and not to be trampled
upon or denied. In recognition of social cultural and educational dimensions of the children, the
United Nations, European Union, African Union, UNICEF and ANPPCAN have all joined efforts
in advocating for protection of the rights and well being of children. UNICEF and the National
Policy on children, grant the following rights to children;

- Entitlement of every child to receive compulsory basic education and equal opportunity for
higher education.

- Encouragement of child —friendly principles in all relevant Institutions. The above
provisions recognized the importance of education for the optimum development of children thus
advocating for compulsory basic education and provision of conducive learning environment.

Statement of the Problem/Justification

Children who do not go to school are often the most vulnerable and marginalised. Despite
dramatic improvement over the past years, progress towards achieving education for all has been
stagnated. According to GPD, more than 263 million children, adolescent and youths were out of
school for the school year ending in 2018. The progress has not been equitable, the children who
face the most severe barrier to education, such as those associated with gender, poverty,
displacement, abnormalities, disability, and or ethnicity, are still left behind. A disproportionate
number of out of school children live in countries that are characterized by instability and conflict
and or extreme poverty. Countries with the highest number of out of school children still do not
receive adequate external financing to meet their needs.

Several researchers have worked on the issue of out of school children but the present study
is interested in investigating the social cultural, economic issues and implications of out of school
children in Imo State. It is hoped that the study will take a global look at this problem especially
in Imo State where the problem is now practically increasing.
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Objectives of the Study

The main purpose of the study is to examine the effects on social-cultural, economic issues and
implications of out of school children in Imo State. The specific objectives are;

1. To identify the causes of out-of-school children in Imo State.

2 To investigate the social cultural impacts of out-of-school children in Imo State.

3. To ascertain the economic implications of out-of-school children in Imo State.

4. To examine the agencies that can address out—of-school children in Imo State.

5 To identify challenges of handling out of-school children in Imo State.

Research Questions

1. What are the causes of
out-of-school among the school children in Imo State?

2. What are the socio-
economic impacts of out-of-school children in Imo State?

3. What are the economic
implications of out-of-school children in Imo State?

4. To what extent can
agencies address out-of-school children in Imo State?

5 What are the

challenges of handling out-of-school children in Imo State?

Literature Review

Out of school children is defined as the population between the ages of 3-17 years who do
not attend school or who have studied in schools but dropped out before completing their
compulsory or basic education. It also includes handicapped children or children from families
living in poverty who do not have the opportunity to attend schools. According to UBEC as
reported by Adedigba (2018) Nigeria now has 13.2 million out of school children. A survey has
shown that the population of out of school children in Nigeria has risen from 10.5 to 13.2 million.
A Demographic Health Survey (DHS) conducted in 2015 by the United Nations Children Fund
(UNICEF) and the Nigerian Government declared that the result showed that the figure has since
increased to 13.2 million. Saleh (2015) defined dropping out of school as leaving school without
completion and a formal qualification awarded. This means quitting school programmes before
they graduate.

In North-Eastern Nigeria, 2.8 million children are in need of education in-emergency
support in three conflicts — affected States (Borno, Yobe and Adamawa). In these States, at least
802 schools remained closed and 497 classrooms are listed as destroyed, with another 1,392
damaged but repairable (UNICEF, 2017). According to same UNESCO (2012), geography and
poverty are important factors in the pattern of educational marginalized States in the North- east
and North-west of Nigeria. We have female primary net attendance rate of 47.7% and 43.3%
respectively, meaning that more than half of the girls are not in school. The education deprivation
in Northern Nigeria is driven by various factors including economic barriers and socio-cultural
norms and practices that discourage attending formal education especially for girls.

UNICEF further stated that ensuring educational provision in predominantly rural areas
and the impact of insurgency, in the North-east present significant challenges. In Northeast and
North Western States, 29% and 35% of Muslim children, respectively receive Quaranic education,
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which does not include basic skills such as literacy and numeracy. The government considers
children attending such schools to be officially out of school.

So many reasons have been attributed to why some children are out of school. Latif,
Choudhari and Hammayun (2015) identified reasons such as financial problems, parents’
unwillingness, distance and lack of basic facilities, bad quality education, inadequate school
environment and building, carelessness of teachers and security problems. They concluded in their
study that students drop out from school whether for financial reasons and disappointment with
the social system and examination results. Furthermore, some parents are not interested in
education of their children. Females receive less education than males and they tend to dropout or
are withdrawn earlier for both economic and socio-cultural reasons (Holme in Shahidul & Karim,
2015). In Holme’s study, he argues that the opportunity cost of sending female children to school
in rural areas where girls are married quite early is high because the benefits of their schooling will
not accrue to their parental household.

According to a report by United Nations Education and Scientific Cultural Organization
(UNESCO, 2011) many people are unable to send their children to school and sustain them because
they cannot afford the various levies charged in the school. So a large number of children therefore
are forced to drop out of school before reaching primary six (6). Research also indicates that
irregular attendance can be a precursor for dropping out from school regardless of the gender.
However, it can be argued that school absenteeism can be somewhat negatively more effective for
early dropout from school for female students. In this regard, Manacorda (2012) also argues that
girls are at a greater risk of absenteeism, repetition and dropout, and have lower educational
achievements than boys in upper primary school. There are some causes for girls' dropout because
of absenteeism. For instance, teenage pregnancy among girls is commonly associated with
frequent absence from school initially, then permanent and or temporary dropouts. Girls also drop
out because of absenteeism due to child labour or household work. The study of Inokoba and
Maliki (2011) listed quest for money and ignorance as the root of school dropout and other vices.
Uche and Maliki (2011) have attributed youth militancy and subsequent school dropouts to
poverty, unemployment, low level of education and ignorance, among others.

The major cause of out of school is poverty. Studies have shown that many of the problems
which out of school children are facing spring from factors related to poverty. Some are children
of foreign labourers who have to relocate often and these cause the children to change schools or
even drop out in the middle of their studies. Among many other implications of out of school
children, child labour is one important implication that virtually affects children out of school.
Thirvane (2016) pointed out that making universal elementary education compulsory and
enforcing it through mass mobilization to sensitize parents, punishing those who employ children
at exploitative wages, and introducing an effective and functioning network of primary school
fully funded by state is the only means of eliminating child labour. Furthermore, he reported that
children who are not in school are engaged in some form of work, and this is particularly among
the girls.

In the social cultural impacts for nations, education open doors to economic and social
prosperity, dynamic workforce and well informed citizens who are able to compete and co-operate
in global Arena. It gives voice to the disadvantaged and it is fundamental to constructing society
(World Bank, 2003). In examining whether children enrol and remain in school, household income
is found to be an important factor. The reason is that there are many costs associated with schooling
and education processes, ranging from school development levies, uniform and the opportunity
cost of sending a child to school. Ahmed and Najeema (2013) found out that children from better
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households were more likely to remain in school, while those from poorer households were more
likely not to attend school or have attended or dropped out once they were enrolled. This trend
tends to conflict with international and national policies of government on education for all.
Ogunode, Chinwuba and Ayoko (2022) decried that in every international conference in education,
it is Nigeria’s name that rings bell when it comes to school dropout or children that are out of
school. Child marriage and pregnancy in Nigeria especially in the Northern part of Nigeria is
another negative effect of children being out of school. Charity, Emenike, Dong and Akinsola
(2020) found out in their study that out of school syndrome among female children led to early
teenage marriages and pregnancies.

The effect of out of school children cannot be overemphasized, low quality of life is a
factor that affect out of school children. Some of the children who do not go to school or who have
dropped out in the middle of their studies have to get low-paying jobs that required no
qualifications, while some stay at home with their families. Some of them live in poverty and the
children do not get love and attention that they need from their parents. This is then reflected in
the way they behave and their quality of life.

Life and social skills are the skills that children learn while they are in the school system.
The government makes sure that these skills are being covered in the basic education syllabus.
Therefore, these children will be missing these important skills. Out of school children are more
likely to engage themselves in illegal and risky activities, such as drug and sex-related problems,
violence and gambling including armed robbery.Latif, Choudhari and Hammayun (2015)
discovered that the effect of drop out was found to bedevil the economy and human freedom from
fear and wants created. Saleh (2015) stated that high school dropout problem is a crisis because it
impacts not only individuals and their education, but because of the economic and social costs that
the local communities has to deal with.

People without education are unable to get jobs and more likely to spend their lives jobless
or on government assistance. These students often struggle with poverty abuse or neglect in their
homes. It is the view of Arif, Kryeziu and Nelson (2013) that dropouts affect society in several
ways. Students’ dropout rate threatens future economic growth and the development of the
democratic nation.llliteracy is another implication that needs to be dealt with in out of school
children. Ghazi, Ali and Shahzad (2017) in their study discovered that 19% of working children
have never been to school, a higher proportion of girls than boys are illiterates. They pointed out
the percentages being 21% and 15% for girls and boys respectively. Based on their findings,
percentage of school dropouts is higher among girls than boys and proportion of illiterates is higher
among girls than boys.

Out of school affects entire community such that each time a youth fails to graduate, the
impact affects everyone. Out of school has always been a problem that educators understood and
tried to prevent. Most people even parents do not realize the full repercussion. Graduation from
high school is a real accomplishment. Ajaja (2012) stated that the government has done well in
making basic education free and compulsory, he was also appalling that other things like feeding,
uniform, books amongst others needed for schooling were not provided, hence the reluctance of
parents to release their children for schooling. Adepegbai (2019) while acknowledging that the
government had done well to make basic education free and compulsory stated that other things
like feeding, uniform, books among others needed for schooling were not provided hence the
reluctance of parents to release their kids for schools. He maintained that if these children are not
sent back to school in the next few years, we would have built an army that is worse than Boko
Haram and bandits.

International Journal of Progressive and Alternative Education, Volume 8 No. 1, January, 2025. 1SSN: 2408 - 6452



Out of School Children in Imo State: Socio-Cultural, Economic Issues and Implications. - ljeoma F.
Mbagwu Ph.D, Adaora J. Udo-Anyanwu Ph.D and Prof. F. E. Onah

Many agencies have shown wiliness to address -out -of school children, for example :
International Agencies like United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) , United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF),United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR), World Bank, Save the children etc, National Agencies such : Ministry of
education, Child Protection Agencies, non—Governmental Organizations (NGOs) Agencies like
Child Fund international, Education Development Center (EDC), International Development Law
Organization. Community Based organization (CBOSs) like Parent —Teacher Association (PTA).
Also faith—based organizations were among the agencies that provided different forms of support
to the out of school children. Global initiative on out of school children (2015) stated that Save
the Children has been working in Nigeria since 2001 to ensure all children survive, learn and are
protected. They protect children from all forms of violence, especially girls, orphans, vulnerable
children and children affected by conflict. Their humanitarian work provides child-friendly space
where children can learn, plan and receive the support they need to recover from trauma. They as
well set up temporary learning spaces and support the re-enrolment of out of school children so
that all children can have education.

The most fundamental problem bedevilling Nigerian society is corruption. The level of
moral decadence in the country is unimaginably high and the concept of corruption is almost
becoming a norm. Ikiyei, Donkemezuo, Precious and Seribofa (2022) maintained that billions of
naira that should have been invested into education and other socioeconomic sectors such as health
care, technological innovations and building of industries are swindled by organized cartels and
syndicates. Corruption is virtually (openly being) celebrated in broad-daylight. Under the
aforementioned circumstances, attending schools for donkey years only to become endless job
seekers is an abnormality. The young ones are copying from the corrupt attitudes of the elders;
after all, the child is a product of the environment. Huge sums fraudulently siphoned are supposed
to be used for the educational and other social needs of the society.

Methodology

Survey research design was adopted for the study. The population of the study comprised
184 Deans of Studies in the 92 secondary schools in Owerri Education Zone I, Imo State. Owerri
Education Zone | was chosen because of their accessibility to the researchers. Five research
questions guided the study. A rated questionnaire was used to collect data from the respondents.
Out of the 184 instruments distributed, 152 were completed and returned in useable form.
Frequencies and mean were used to analyse the data collected.

Results and Discussions

Research Question 1: What are the causes of out-of-school among the school children in Imo
State?

The information and data collected were be carefully analyzed and then used to design a social
cultural education model for out of school children. This process was done in collaboration with
the related organizations through a participatory action research approach.

Table 1: Causes of Out-of- School N- 152
ltems SA A D SD Mean Remark
S
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1 Financial problem 152 - - - 4 SA

. (608)

2 Parents unwillingness - - 51 101 1.34 SD
. (102)  (101)

3 Insecurity - 50 62 40 2.17 A
) (150) (124) (40)

4 Early marriages - 30 45 77 1.69 D
. (90) (90) )

5 Quest for money 32 45 40 45 2.55 A
. (128) (135) (80) (45)

6 Corruption - 10 72 70 1.60 D
. (30) (144) (70)

7 Poor implementation of child right 45 54 30 23 2.80 A
. (180) (162) (60) (23)

8 High fertility rate 70 62 20 - 3.33 A
. (280) (186) (40)

9 Conflicts - 25 60 67 1.72 D
. (75) (120) (67)

1 Kidnapping 12 32 62 46 2.07 D
0 (48) (96) (124) (46)

11. Apprenticeship 57 35 32 28 2.79 A

(228)  (105)  (114)  (33)

Weighted Mean = 2.37

Financial problem is seen as the major cause of out-of-school children syndrome. Other
causes of out-of-school children according to the analyses in Table 1 included insecurity, quest for
money, poor implementation of child right, high fertility rate and apprenticeship. Respondents
strongly disagreed that parents’ unwillingness and corruption to be causes of out-of-school factor.
They also disagreed that early marriages, conflicts and kidnapping as causes of .out-of-school
childrenAhmed and Najeema (2013) found out that children from better households were more
likely to remain in school, while those from poorer households were more likely not to attend
school or have attended or dropped out once they were enrolled. Latif, Choudhari and Hammayun
(2015) identified reasons such as financial problems, parents’ unwillingness, distance and lack of
basic facilities, bad quality education, inadequate school environment, carelessness of teachers and
security problems. It does not agree with the assertion of Holme in Shahidul and Karim (2015)
that some parents are not interested in education of their children
Research Question 2: What are the socio-economic impacts of out-of-school children in Imo
State?

Table 2: Socio-Cultural Impacts of Out-of-School Children

S/n Question Items SA A D SD Mea Remar
n ks
1. Low quality of life 94 50 8 - 3.6 SA
(376) (150) (16)
2. Child labour - 85 59 8 25 A

(255) (118) (8)
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3. Increased crime rate 108 44 - - 3.7 SA
(432) (132

4. Security challenges 43 109 - - 3.3 A
(172) (327)
5. Lack of love and respect 28 94 30 - 3 A
(112) (282) (60)
6. Violence 100 52 - - 3.7 SA
(400) (156)
7. Lower level of education 112 40 - - 3.7 SA
(448) (120)
8. Iliteracy 115 37 - - 3.8 SA
(460) (111)
9. Bad international image 40 80 32 - 2.7 A
(160) (240) (64)
10.  Child marriage and 122 30 - - 3.9 SA
pregnancy (488)  (90)

Weighted Mean= 3.02

The result of the analyses in Table 2 shows that there are socio-cultural implications of out-
of-school children, hence the respondents strongly agreed that the implications are: Low quality
of life, Increase in crime rate, violence, Lower educational achievement, illiteracy and child
marriage and pregnancy. This is shown in their mean scores which are within the ranges of 3.6-
3.9. They also agreed that other socio-cultural implications are: child labour (2.5), security
challenges (3.3), lack of love and respect (3), bad international image (2.7).This find corroborates
that of Charity, Emenike, Dong and Akinsola (2020) who found out in their study that out of school
syndrome among female children led to early teenage marriages and pregnancies Also Ogunode,
Chinwuba and Ayoko (2022) decried that in every international conference in education, it is
Nigeria’s name that rings bell when it comes to school dropout or children that are out of school.

Research Question 3: What are the economic implications of out-of-school children in Imo
State?

Table 3: Economic Implication of Out-of-School Children

S/n Question items SA A D SD Mean Remar
ks
1.  Abject poverty 84 46 22 22 2.88 A
(256)  (138) 44) (22)
2. Shortage of skilled 74 62 14 12 3.37 A
manpower (296)  (186) (28) (12)
3. Low per capita income 34 57 32 42 2.43 D
(136) (171) (64) (42)
4.  High economic dependency 42 58 36 36 2.83 A
(136) (174) (72)  (36)
5. Joblessness 27 92 27 27 2.99 A
(168)  (276) (54) (27
6.  Low foreign investment 42 56 34 34 2.79 A

(168) (168)  (68)  (34)
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Weighted Mean= 2.88

Ranking highest among the economic implications of out of-school children is shortage of skilled
manpower with a mean score of 2.99, followed by joblessness with a mean score of 2.99, abject
poverty with a mean of 2.88, high economic dependency (2.83) and low foreign investment with
a mean of 2.79. Arif, Kryeziu and Nelson (2013) pointed that dropouts affect society in several
ways. Students’ dropout rate threatens future economic growth and the development of the
democratic nation.Latif, Choudhari and Hammayun (2015) discovered that the effect of drop out
was found to bedevil the economy and human freedom from fear and wants created. Saleh (2015)
stated that high school dropout problem is a crisis because its impacts not only individuals and
their education, but because of the economic and social costs that the local communities have to
deal with.

Research Question 4: To what extent can agencies address out-of-school children in Imo State?

Table 4: Extent to which Agencies Address Out-of-School Children

S/n Question items VHE HE LE VL Mean Remark
E S
1.  Parents and guardians 64 56 25 07 3.16 HE
(256) (168) (50) (07)
2. Non Governmental 32 47 36 47 255 HE
Organizations (128) (141) (72) (47)
3. Community leaders 12 28 48 67 194 LE
(48) (84) (96) (67)
4.  Government at all levels 78 75 - - 3.53 VHE
(312) (225)
5. Schools 48 34 36 37 2.65 HE
(192) (102) (72) (37)
6.  International Organizations 62 57 18 15 3.09 HE
(248) (171) (36) (15)
7. Private sectors 42 34 52 24 2.62 HE
(168) (102) (104) (24)
8.  Others - - - - - -
Grand Mean/Weighted Mean= 2.79 HE

In the analyses in Table 4, it was discovered that government at all levels can address out-
of-school problem to a very high extent. Parents and guardians, Non Governmental Organizations,
Schools, International Organizations and Private sectors can address it to a high extent while
community leaders can address it to a low extent. The grand mean of 2.79 shows that there are
various stakeholders that can help to address the problem of out-of-school children. This finding
is in line with the assertion of Adepegbai (2019) while acknowledging that the government had
done well to make basic education free and Ajaja (2012) stated that the government has done well
in making basic education free and compulsory, It is also in line with the statement of Global
Initiative on Out of School Children (2015) that Save the Children, a non-governmental
organization has been working in Nigeria since 2001 to ensure all children survive, learn and are
protected
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Research Question 5: What are the challenges of handling out-of-school children in Imo State?

Table 5: Challenges of Handling Out-of-School Children

S/n Question items SA A D SD Mean Remark
S
1. Inadequate legislation 40 92 10 - 3.6 SA
(160) (20)
2. Poor coordination 32 87 33 - 3 A
(128) (66)
3. Corruption 71 62 19 - 3.3 A
(284) (38)
4, Inaccurate data - 40 69 43 2 D
(120) (138) (43)
%SPRO AEIBIE?d resources (gg) (éég) (198) 341 A
6. Lack of collaboration 63 87 - 2 34 A
(252)  (261) ) (2)
7. International migration leading to 104 44 - 4 3.6 SA
brain drain (416) @)
8. Lack of political will 89 63 - - 3.6 SA
(189)
9. Lack of accountability 64 88 - - 34 A
10. Economic recession 74 42 3672 - 3.2 A
(128)

Weighted Mean= 3.25

Analyses in Table 5 revealed that the respondents strongly agreed that the challenges of
handling out-of-school children are: inadequate legislation (3.6), International migration leading
to brain drain (3.6) and lack of political will (3.6); they agreed that Poor coordination (3),
Corruption (3.3), Limited resources(3.4), Limited resources (3.4), Lack of accountability (3.4) and
economic recession (3.2) are also challenges while they disagreed that inaccurate data with a mean
score of 2 is not a major challenge of handling out-of-school children. This finding is in line with
the finding oflkiyei, Donkemezuo, Precious and Seribofa (2022) who maintained that billions of
naira that should have been invested into education and other socioeconomic sectors such as health
care, technological innovations and building of industries are swindled by organized cartels and
syndicates. Corruption is virtually (openly being) celebrated in broad-daylight.

Conclusion

In conclusion, to address the issue of out of school children, Government and Stakeholders
must work hand in hand to implement policies and programs that can promote education and
reduce poverty, such as building more schools in the rural areas, providing scholarships and
financial assistance Furthermore, rectifying poverty and enforcing laws against child labour and
campaigning against early marriage especially for the girls will definitely reduce the issue of out
of school children in Nigeria.

Recommendations
Based on the findings of the study, the researchers recommend that:
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1. An all-encompassing free education should be given to children from low income families
and society should not celebrate ill-gotten wealth.

2. Emphasis should be led on morality and culture that promotes good living in the society as
early as possible in the life of a child.
3. Efforts should be made to maintain our economic standing when compared to other nations

by ensuring that our children go through all the stages of education and given employment or a
conducive environment for those who want to be self-employed.

4. All the agencies should partner to ensure that all the children are in school when they ought
to. There should be public-private partnership.
5. There should be a legislation prohibiting children who should be in school from engaging

in other activities. This should be enforced to the core. Adequate provisions should be made to
encourage children to go to school
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