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Abstract  
This paper reports a comparative study of Teachers and Students view point on Class Size as it Affects Teaching and 

Learning Business studies. To carry out this study, two self-constructed, types of questionnaires were administered 

on the teachers and students to find "out if the class size affects teaching and learning of Business Studies at Junior 

Secondary School level. The instrument has a test-retest reliability 0.0.79. The 400 randomly selected r students and 

twenty teachers from ten Schools in Anambra State. Although teachers and students agreed on a few effects of 

overcrowding on teaching and learning. It was established that Students did not support overcrowded class in 

teaching ofBusiness Studies. 

 

Population is defined as the total number of people residing in a particular area. The 

nationalcensus figure for Nigeria in 1991 was 88.9 million. Recently, the current stated population 

sizefor Nigeria is estimated at 1 29 million according to the National Population Commission 

(2005), 

 Lagos State is believed to be one of the fifteen (15) largest city in the world. This fact 

confirmedthe large class sizes of students in Lagos State schools. However, the purpose of this 

study is to make these problems known and suggest solutions to the policy maker so as to make 

provisionto cater for the ever growing population rate of the people in Nigeria in general and Lagos 

State in particular.' 

In order to provide a sound theoretical framework for a survey of population as it affects teaching 

and learning of Business Studies at JSS III level relevant literature to the study has been reviewed 

under the following sub-headings.  

(i) The philosophy of Business Studies;  

(ii) Aguide to Effective Teaching and Learning in Business Studies at the Junior 

SecondarySchool;  

(iii) Methods of improving and updating teaching techniques in Business Studies-class. 

 

The Philosophy of Business Studies 

Business Studies is an integral part of Pre-Vocational Education as stated in the National 

Policy on Education. Osuala (1989) sees Technical Vocational Education at all levels of the 

Education system as a first step toward achieving the Nigeria national objectives and control 

conducted as part of the programme designed to prepare individuals for gainful employment. 

Nigerian Education Research and Development Council NERDC (1985) described 

Business Studies as a course that is made up of inter-related area of study which "should be taught 

and learnt practically by making the teaching and learning situation real. The teaching and learning 

of Business Studies deal with Cognitive and Psychomotor domains. This involves the use of 

instructional materials and equipment in awell-equipped Business Studies laboratory where 
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students can try their hands on different office systems. The National Policy on Education (1998) 

also emphasized that the Pre-Vocational subjects of which Business Studies is one of them should 

be on practice. Considering the NERDC stand which is in support of the National 

Policy on Education, teaching and learning of Business Studi.es should be practical at 

Junior Secondary School level. Business Studies therefore, as a Pre-vocational subject can help in 

enhancing functional literacy since it involves a lot of manipulative skills. The drop-out can be 

reduced through learning of gainful skills. 

 

Guide for Effective Teaching in Business Studies  

At Junior Secondary School 

Teaching is effective in Business Studies class when the teacher acts in a favourable way 

to the development of basic skills, understanding and attitudes that reveal personal adjustment of 

learners. Considering the above, teachers can only achieve when he/she is in control of the class, 

have necessary materials to work with and the class population is not large. In an overcrowded 

class especially in a Business Studies class where the subject area are most practically taught, the 

teacher will have the problems of inadequate supervision and monitoring, inability to do an on-the 

spot correction. All these will lead to ineffective teaching and inadequate learning. 

Fafunwa (1965), Popham (1977), Challaham and Clark (1977) noted that teachers depend 

on Instructional material/equipment to make teaching and learning effective and interesting. In an 

overcrowded class, teaching and learning cannot be effective and interesting even when there are 

adequate Instructional materials to help the teacher in carrying out his teaching strategy. This is 

because, the teacher may not be able to give the students the needed attention or observation. 

Business Study requires that the teacher as a matter of importance should .go round to observe, 

correct, assess and evaluate each of the students during the class period. Overcrowding will not 

permit the teacher to carry out his detailed Lesson Plan as he would have desired, hence teaching 

become tedious as some students would be observed and some may not have teacher's attention. 

Spitze (1980) described Pre-Vocational subject with reference to Business Studies as one, 

which needs adequate resources for effective teaching and learning to take place. 

Oyedele (1992) emphasized that the effective Teaching-and Learning of Business Studies require 

the use of relevant materials. In support of Spitze and Oyedele, Business Studies requires the use 

of a lot of Instructional Materials for an effective Teaching and Learning process. In an 

overcrowded class, the possibility is that the needed Instructional materials may not go round the 

entire students. When these materials do not go round, student's masteryof the required skills either 

becomes faulty or the skills cannot be achieved at the minimum standard. 

 

Statement of the Problem 

In recent times, the rapid growth of population has made tremendous impact on class sizes which 

has adverse effect on school infrastructure, human and material resources. One of the subjects that 

is highly affected by these inadequacies is Business Studies. This poses a great challenge to the 

teacher trained in Business Studies and the large number of students assigned to each class of 

Business Studies. The specific problem is how to impart teaching and learning skills in a large 

class of Business Studies at Junior Secondary School level. 

 

Objective of the Study 

The major objective of the study is to determine the effects of overcrowded classes on the Teaching 

and Learning of Business-Studies at Junior Secondary School level. 
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Significance of the Study 

The study would bring to limelight the various problems confronting the teaching and learning of 

Business Studies in a large class in particular and proffer possible solution in the overcrowded 

class with a view to making adequate plans to solve the inadequacies. 

Research Questions 

Specifically, this study seeks answers to the following questions, (i) Is there any 

relationshipbetween student learning and class size? (ii) Does the population of a class determine 

effectiveteaching? : 

 

Method 

Atotal of 420 subjects (respondents),'400 JSS Students and twenty (20) Teachers participated in 

the study. Thestudents consist of 150 Males and 250 Females. These were the ones, who completed 

the questionnaire which were finally used in the study. These respondents werefrom public schools 

in Anambra State. The Business Study teachers and Business Studies Students were selected from 

20 Lagos State Junior Secondary Schools. The selected teachers were in best position to correctly 

identify the problems that affect the teaching and learning of Business Studies at the JSS level. 

They would also be able to supply useful information about the, 'appropriateness and effectiveness 

of the teaching of Business Studies at the Junior Secondary School level in terms of 

students/teacher ratio, infrastructure, instructional materials and teaching in a large class. The 

Junior Secondary School students selected for the study are age-range 12-16 years. 

Instruments 

The two instruments used were:  

(i) Business Studies Teacher Questionnaire (BSTQ) 

(ii) Business Studies Student Questionnaire (BS'SQ) 

The table below shows the Instruments developed by the author. 

Results 

Relationship between Class size and Students 

 

S/N Items Teachers Rating Student Rating  

  Mean S.D Mean S.D  

1 Students Learn better when theclass size is 

good. 2.8 0.7.  .3.4  ,0.5 n.s 

2. 
Overcrowded class disturbsstudent 

learning ability. 3.4 1.0 3.6 0.8 n.s 

3. 
Student class size of ratio 1 to 30,learn 

better in a normal 3.2 L3 2.8 1,6 n.s 

4. A hardworking student will bedisturbed in 

a large class. 2.6 0.9 2.8 1.1 n.s 
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5. Too many students in a class mayhave 

adverse effect on teaching. 2.7 0.8 3.8 0.9 n.s 

6. Large class size leads to 

ineffectiveteaching. 2.5 1.4 3.7 1.2 n.s 

7. 

Too many students in a class is Good for 

effective learning. 

3.5 1.1 3.3 0.7 n.s 

Source: 2.007 survey 

The group agreed with the statement that too many students in a class have adverse effect 

oneffective teaching. However, the groups differed on items 6 and 7 (accepted by teachers 

butrejected by students). While the students agreed that class population leads to 

ineffectiveteaching, the teacher supports that many students in a class is good for effective 

teaching. It could be deduced that students did not really support overcrowded class in teaching 

BusinessStudies. 

 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

The result of this finding indicated that the type of relationship between student's learning' 

and large scale class size is highly problematic. It also shows that too many students in a class 

affect meaningful teaching and learning because an overcrowded class can lead to ineffective 

control. The study concluded that a good student-teacher ratio can promote effective learning in a 

class. Hence, a Business Education teacher should be able to teach effectively in a low populated 

class far better than the over populated class because teacher's voice will be heard, student's 

participation will be optimum and class control/management will be effective. 

 

References 

 

Gallaham, J.F.-and Clark L.H. (1977): Teaching the Secondary Schools, New York: Macmillan 

Publishing Co. Inc. 

 

National Population Commission (1991): Nigeria Population Census.Nigeria Educational 

Research Council (1985 

 

The National Business Studies Curriculum for Junior Secondary School. 

 

Olaitan, S.O. (1996): Vocational and Technical Education in Nigeria (Issues and Analysis), 

Onitsha: Anambra. 

 

Oyedele. J.F.(1992): Facilities for Business Education for Self- Reliance (Adequate, Space, 

Equipment and Instructional Facilities). Business education Journal; 2b6,-142. 

 

Popham (1975): A Teaching and Learning System for Business Education. New;York McGraw 

Books Company 

  



International Journal of Progressive and Alternative Education, Volume 8 No. 1, January, 2025.   ISSN: 2408 - 6452 

 
 

 Class Size as It Affects Teaching and Learning of Business Studies at Junior Secondary School 

Level Being a Paper Presented - Amaka Lucy Nwankwor 

 


