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Abstract

The interplay between funding, curriculum design, and instructional delivery is pivotal in shaping
education outcomes, particularly in the context of rising inflation and emerging trends in 21st-
century Nigeria. The study is centered on examining how inflationary constraints are hampering
educational financing, thereby affecting curriculum development and quality instructional delivery
across various educational levels in Nigeria. As educational institutions contest with dwindling
resources, the need to innovate and discover ways to adapt has become increasingly necessary. The
study also explored how emerging trends such as digitalization, skill-based learning, and global
competitiveness are influencing curriculum reforms and instructional strategies. Educational
advancements hence are at a slow pace caused by inadequate funding which has bedeviled Nigerian
education sector, with resultant effect of inequalities in fund access by educational institutions,
qualitative educators and education policymakers. The paper opined the huge disparity between the
financial demands of maintaining a robust educational system, and the available resources, has led
to a compromise in curriculum content and quality instructional delivery. The study outlined the
importance of sustainable funding, and advocates for policy interventions that align with the
realities of inflation and the demands of the 21st century. By addressing the challenges of education,
Nigeria can foster an education system that not only withstands economic pressures but also
prepare students for the complexities of the modern world. The paper conclude that by alleviating
mitigations to qualitative and modern education, Nigeria can advance an education system that not
only will withstand economic upheavals, but also produce student who will face the complexities of
the world today.

Key words: Curriculum, emerging trends, funding, Inflation, inflationary trends, instruction,
way forward.

Education serves as the foundation for socio-economic development and is the fulcrum to
the sustainable progress of any nation, particularly among developing countries like Nigeria. It is
Worthy to state that, the productiveness of educational systems is heavily pendent on sufficient
funding, which promote the development of relevant and required curricula as well as the delivery
of quality instruction, which account for development. In recent times, Nigeria's educational sector
is bedeviled with significant challenges, primarily due to the impact of rising inflation on the
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economy. Inflation diminishes value of the currency, especially purshaing power, which lead to
increased costs of goods and services, and in turn, exacerbate the already faced financial
constraints experienced within the educational sector. The end point become a compromised
education system where curricula may become outdated, instructional materials are inadequate,
and teachers are underpaid, leading to a decline in the overall quality of education, according to
Olawale, (2022).

Bizzares of rising inflation is not exceptional to Nigeria alone, its effects are particularly
pronounced, and excruciating in a country where funding education has a history of untold
insufficiency. For UNESCO, it’s benchmark of 26%, for education funding as recommended or at
least 15-20% of nation's national budgets, if religiously adhered, will alleviate educational
backdrops.. In the opinion of Babalola, (2021) Nigeria has consistently fallen short of this target,
allocating only about 7% on average in recent years. This result of this, underfunding is further
necessitated by inflation, making it increasingly difficult for schools to maintain operational
standards, engage in innovations or adapt to new and emerging educational trends. For instance,
Adesina & Oyelere, (2023) maintained that, with the advent of the 21st century, there has been a
global shift towards integrating technology into education, emphasizing digital literacy and skills-
based learning. Technology integration and adoption of emerging educational trends has been on
a low key in Nigeria, because of the lack of financial resources to invest in the necessary
infrastructure and training so needed. Emerging trends in education, in the 21st century, are
additional demands to imbue on educational systems worldwide, frameworks for students
productivity in skills, creativity and critical thinking. These trends include the increasing
knowledge in digitalization, acquisition of marketable skills that align with global labor market
demands, and the need for lifelong learning. In Nigeria, the education sector has failed to keep
abreast with these 21st century changes, largely as a result of financial constraints, and inadequate
policies on education, with poor policy implementations. Digital literacy is increasingly applied as
a critical skill for the future workforce, yet in Nigerian schools, especially those in rural areas,
there is lack of these necessary technological infrastructure for teachers to teach these skills
effectively to students. For Babalola (2021), the curriculum in many Nigerian schools remains
largely theoretical, with insufficient emphasis on practical, skills-based learning that could better
prepare students for the realities of the modern job market, hence a digital divide.

The digital divide accounts for an imbalanced situation with in the country where some
urban schools have incorporated use of technology into their curricula, while rural, underprivileged
areas and public schools remain significantly disadvantaged. Succinctly put, disparity in access to
digital resources is not only a show of inequality existing in the educational sector, but also
underscores how wide is the socio-economic divide in the country is. Accordingly, Adesina &
Oyelere, (2023) explained that inequality is exacerbated by the lack of funding, which limits the
ability of schools to provide equal opportunities for all students, regardless of their socio-economic
background. Consequently, students in less affluent areas are left at a disadvantage, unable to
compete on equal footing with their peers from better-funded schools. In addition to these
challenges; inflation has also had a server impact on the livelihood of educators, many of whom
struggle with inadequate salaries that does not equate the rising cost of living. This has led to
frequent strikes and disruptions in the academic calendar, and of course compromising the quality
of education to be offered the students. Corroborating, Olawale (2022) opined that financial
insecurity faced by teachers not only affects their morale and productivity but also contributes to
a high turnover rate, as many seek better-paying opportunities outside the education sector. This,
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in turn, leads to a shortage of experienced and qualified teachers, particularly in rural and
underserved areas, where the impact of inflation is felt most acutely.

With these staggering challenges, it is clear that the current funding model for education in
Nigeria is unsustainable and requires urgent transformation. There is a need for innovative funding
strategies that can mitigate the impact of inflation and ensure that schools have the resources they
need to develop and deliver curricula that are relevant to the 21st-century economy, giving room
for sustainability. This transformation includes investing in technology and infrastructure, as well
as in the professional development of educators. Additionally, according to Babalola (2021), there
is a need for policy interventions that address the disparities within the education system, ensuring
that all students, regardless of their socio-economic background, have access to quality education
that prepares them for the future, and this is the way forward for Nigeria education.

The study further explored the relationship between educational funding, curriculum
development, and instructional delivery in the context of rising inflation and emerging educational
trends in 21st-century Nigeria. By examining the challenges and opportunities presented by these
factors, the study seeks to provide insights into how Nigeria’s educational system which include
educators, policy makers and stake holders can be transformed to better meet the needs of its
students and prepare them for the challenges of the modern world.

Conceptual Review:

Concept of curriculum and instruction in the context of rising Inflation and emerging trends
in 21st century Nigeria
Curriculum and instructional methods constitutes the bedrock of educational outcomes
determining the quality and relevance of education provided to students. In Nigeria, the challenges
of rising inflation is enormous, and the need to adapt to emerging 21st-century trends has added
considerable strain on the fundamental aspects of education, which Babalola (2021), maintained
that the Nigeria education curriculum is traditionally critiqued for its theoretical emphasis and lack
of practical relevance, faces increasing pressure to evolve. This evolution therefore should address
the demands of a globalized economy, which necessitates skills in digital literacy, critical thinking,
and problem-solving skills. Among the constraints is financial constraints compounded with
scourging inflation, which have harshly impeded on educational institutions to review and update
their curricula. For Olawale (2022), the increasing cost of educational resources, coupled with
inadequate funding, has resulted in curricula that are often outdated and misaligned with the needs
of both the local and global labor markets, resulting to educational gap, particularly pronounced
in rural and underserved areas of the country, where financial limitations are more acute, leading
to outstanding disparities across different regions, and as such variance in educational qualities
within the country.

In the view of Adesina & Oyelere (2023) instructional delivery in Nigeria is similarly
impacted by these economic challenges, making the traditional teacher-centered approach, which
predominates in many Nigerian classrooms, emphasize rote memorization, rather than foster
critical thinking and creativity. While there is the awareness of the need to shift towards
implementation of student-centered, interactive methods which align with 21st-century learning
goals is on the increase the world over, it has consistently faced, and is often hindered by lack of
requisite resources and training. The impact of inflation on teachers' salaries and working
conditions further exacerbates these challenges as teachers are faced with difficulties in cost of
living, transportation hike, high cost of teaching materials, and their likes, all these results to low
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teaching morale, high turnover, and frequent disruptions to the academic calendar, inconsistency
in school, limited work input, and shut down of schools, due to strikes.

In a well orchestrated learning environment, integration of technology into instructional
methods is a key component of modern fashioned education. In - spite of this, technology
integration face significant hurdles in Nigeria. According to Babalola (2021), while digital tools
have the potential to revolutionize education by making learning more accessible, enjoyable, and
engaging, the digital divide in Nigeria remains a major obstacle in that schools, particularly in rural
areas, lack the necessary infrastructure and resources to support e-learning hence, widening the
educational gap between urban and rural students .The current state of curriculum and instruction
in Nigeria therefore is a reflection of a system with so much struggle, contending to adapt to both
economic pressures and the demands of a rapidly changing global educational initiatives, and
technology. These challenges of inflation require urgent need for increased funding; upgraded
policy interventions and implementation prioritize curriculum reforms for the development of
skills acquisition, and a commitment to the realization of 21st century education policies. With
these changes, problems of educational inequalities, falling standard of education, unequipped and
technologically bankrupt youth will totally be eradicated; enabling Nigerian youths conform to a
globalized world.

Importance of Curriculum and Instruction in Nigerian Education

Importance of curriculum and instruction in education cannot be over emphasize as they
are Paramount to the development of a nation’s social, human, capital and economic resource.
Education is a vehicle for achieving national development goals, the curriculum as planned and
unplanned activities of the school for training students holistically, serves as a blueprint that
outlines knowledge, skills, and attitudes students need to acquire in the course of schooling.
Instruction, on the other hand, involves methods through which this curriculum is delivered,
ensuring that educational objectives are met. The interaction between these two elements is
fundamental to the success of the educational system and, by extension, the nation’s progress.

Curriculum development in Nigeria has historically been driven by the need to produce
graduates who can contribute meaningfully to the country’s economic and social development.
However, the dynamic nature of society and the economy necessitates continuous curriculum
review to keep pace with global trends and local realities. As Nwagwu (2001) notes, a well-
designed curriculum is essential for equipping students with the requisite skills and knowledge to
navigate and contribute to a rapidly changing world. In this context, the curriculum must not only
reflect the needs of the economy but also address the broader societal challenges such as inequality,
unemployment, and social cohesion. Instruction plays a critical role in the actualization of the
curriculum’s goals. The quality of instruction is directly linked to the effectiveness of the
curriculum in achieving its intended outcomes. A curriculum, no matter how well-conceived, will
fail to meet its objectives if not delivered through effective instructional strategies. Oyekan (2000)
emphasizes that instructional methods must be adapted to meet the diverse learning needs of
students, particularly in a multicultural and multilingual society like Nigeria. This requires a
learner-centered approach that encourages critical thinking, creativity, and problem-solving, all of
which are essential skills for the 21st century.

Furthermore, the integration of indigenous knowledge systems into the Nigerian
curriculum is crucial for fostering cultural relevance and national identity. According to Obanya
(2012), an education system that disregards local contexts and cultural heritage risks alienating
students and undermining the development of a self-reliant and innovative populace. Thus, the
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curriculum must be designed to incorporate indigenous knowledge alongside global perspectives,
creating a balanced and holistic educational experience that is relevant to the Nigerian context.

The interplay between curriculum and instruction also has significant implications for
educational equity in Nigeria. As noted by Adepoju and Fabiyi (2007), disparities in instructional
quality contribute to the achievement gap between students from different socio-economic
backgrounds. In rural and underserved areas, where resources are often limited, students are more
likely to receive substandard instruction, which in turn hinders their ability to meet curriculum
standards. Addressing these disparities requires targeted interventions that improve the quality of
instruction across all regions, ensuring that all students have access to the same level of educational
opportunity.

In recent years, there has been a growing recognition of the need to align Nigeria’s
curriculum with the demands of the global economy, particularly in the areas of science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM). Ogbonna (2013) argues that the curriculum
must prioritize STEM education to equip students with the skills needed for the 21st-century
workforce. However, this shift must be accompanied by reforms in instructional practices to foster
interest and proficiency in these subjects among students. Without effective instruction, the
potential benefits of a revised curriculum cannot be fully realized. The importance of curriculum
and instruction in Nigerian education cannot be understated. Curriculum sets the direction for
educational outcomes, while instruction ensures that these outcomes are achieved. For Nigeria to
realize its development goals, it must invest in continuous curriculum review and instructional
improvement, ensuring that both are responsive to the needs of the society and economy. By doing
so, Nigeria can develop an education system that not only prepares students for the future but also
contributes to the nation’s overall progress.

Rising Inflation in Nigeria:

Implications for funding curriculum and instruction

Inflation refer to an overly increase in cost of living in a country, affecting prices of goods and
services, reducing currency power of purchase. Rising inflation in Nigeria is an increasingly
pressing issue with profound implications for the education sector, particularly in the funding of
curriculum and instructional activities. As prices for goods and services escalate, the costs
associated with delivering quality education rise in tandem. The effect of inflation on the education
sector pose great challenges, which present itself as opportunities in the context of curriculum
and instruction, and provide further insights into how inflation impacts education funding, as well
as potential strategies to mitigate these effects.

Impact of Rising Inflation on Educational Funding

Inflation, characterized by the continuous increase in the prices of goods and services, has
a direct impact on the education sector, primarily through the rising costs of instructional materials,
educational infrastructure, and operational expenses. In Nigeria, where inflation has been a
persistent issue, the impact on education has been particularly severe. Schools are faced with the
challenge of maintaining the quality of education amidst shrinking budgets and increasing
operational costs. According to Ibanga (2019), the rising cost of textbooks, teaching aids, and other
instructional materials arising from inflation has made it difficult for schools to provide necessary
resources for effective teaching and learning.

The impact of inflation is further exacerbated by the devaluation of the naira, which has
reduced the purchasing power of educational institutions. This devaluation has led to a situation
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where schools, especially those in the public sector, are unable to afford the necessary instructional
materials and infrastructures required to deliver qualitative education. Ekanem (2020) noted that
inflation has led to a significant reduction in the availability of funds for educational development,
hence resulting in a decline in the quality of education provided in the country. This has
particularly affected curriculum innovation and development, with lack of resources hindering the
ability of schools to update and improve their curriculum to meet the needs of the 21st century.

Challenges in curriculum and instructional delivery

The challenges faced in curriculum and instruction delivery include:

1. The delivery of curriculum and instruction is principally dependent on the provision and
availability of resources, such as financial resources, textbooks, teaching aids, suitable
infrastructures and qualified teachers. Rising inflation in Nigeria has made it increasingly difficult
for schools to be provided with these resources, leading to a decline in the quality of education,
Vvis - a- vis other countries of the world. This unbearable trajectory effect is sale and shut down of
school among private. Owners, very high cost of transportation to and from school,

2. As inflation drives up the cost of living, teachers are badly affected, as their salaries do not keep
pace with the rising cost of goods and services, which in Nigeria today is occasioned with daily
increment, and unpredictable rise in price of goods. This has led to a situation where many teachers
are demotivated and discouraged, resulting in a decline in the quality of instruction provided by
teachers to students. Corroborating, Akpan (2021) highlights that inflation has led to a brain drain
in the education sector, as many qualified teachers seek better opportunities abroad, and this further
exacerbating the challenges faced by the education sector.

3. The rising cost of instructional materials has made it difficult for schools to update their
curriculum to reflect emerging trends in education. In this 21st century, there is a growing
emphasis on the integration of technology in education, yet the cost of purchase of digital resources
remains increasingly high for many schools. The resultant effect is a situation where many schools
are unable to provide students with the skills and knowledge needed to succeed in a modern
economy. Obong (2022) rightly points out that the failure to integrate technology into the
curriculum has significant implications for the future of education in Nigeria, as students are not
being adequately prepared for the challenges of the 21st century.

Opportunities and Strategies for Mitigation in Funding Curriculum and Instruction in the
Face of Inflation

While inflation presents significant challenges for the funding of curriculum and instruction, there
are also opportunities to mitigate these effects.

1. A potential strategy for mitigation is the adoption of open educational resources (OERS), that
is, the use of teaching, learning and research materials which are available in the public domain,
are freely accessible, and can be used to supplement traditional instructional materials. By
leveraging OERSs, schools can reduce their reliance on costly textbooks and teaching aids, while
also providing students with access to up-to-date and relevant information. As Ibanga (2019)
suggests, the adoption of OERs could play a critical role in improving the quality of education in
Nigeria, particularly in the face of rising inflation.

2. Another strategy is the development of public-private partnerships (PPPs) to support the funding
of education. PPPs can provide schools with the financial resources needed to update their
curriculum and instructional materials, while also ensuring that students have access to the skills
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and knowledge required to succeed in the 21st century. Akpan (2021) argues that PPPs have the
potential to address many of the challenges faced by the education sector in Nigeria, particularly
in the context of rising inflation.

Emerging Trends in Education Funding

While inflation presents significant challenges, emerging trends offer potential avenues for
addressing the funding crisis in education. One of such trend is the increasing adoption of digital
and open educational resources (OERs). These resources, which include freely accessible
textbooks, online courses, and interactive learning plat forms, provide cost-effective alternatives
to traditional instructional materials. By leveraging OERs, educational institutions can reduce their
reliance on costly printed materials and enhance curriculum delivery through innovative,
technology-driven solutions. However, the successful integration of OERSs requires initial
investments in digital infrastructure and teacher training, which may be hampered by inflationary
pressures.

Another emerging trend is the growing interest in public-private partnerships (PPPs) as a
means of supplementing government funding for education. PPPs involve collaboration between
government entities, private sector companies, and non-governmental organizations (NGOSs) to
provide funding for education. With technological advancements, shifting pedagogical approaches
and the ongoing demands for better education, has resulted to high need for implementation of
educational projects. In the face of rising inflation, PPPs can provide much-needed financial
support for curriculum and instructional development, helping to bridge the funding gap. For
example, technology companies may partner with schools to provide digital learning tools, while
NGO should fund teacher training programs. However, the effectiveness of PPPs in mitigating the
impact of inflation depends on the strength of governance structures and the alignment of stake
holder interests.

The Role of Emerging Trends in Education

Emerging trends in education, particularly the integration of technology, personalized learning,
and competency-based education, have revolutionized the way curriculum and instructions are
delivered. Technology, for instance, has facilitated the transition to digital learning environments,
making education more accessible, inclusive and interactive. Okoro & Eze (2023) agree that the
use of artificial intelligence (Al) and data analytics in education has further enabled personalized
learning, whereinstructionalcontentistailoredtomeettheuniqueneedsofeachstudent. Corroborating,
Obasi (2022) opined that competency-based education, which focuses on students' mastery of
skills and knowledge rather than time spent in class, has gained traction as a more effective
approach to learning. However, the adoption of these trends requires significant investment in
infrastructure, training, and resources. This underscores the need for a robust funding mechanism
that can support the integration of these trends in to the curriculum. The challenge for policy
makers and educators is to identify funding strategies that not only accommodate these trends but
also ensure their sustainability and scalability.

Challenges in Funding Emerging Trends in Education

One of the primary challenges in funding emerging trends in education is the high initial
cost associated with the adoption of new technologies and instructional approaches. According to
Adekoya & Ogunleye (2023) the integration of digital tools, for instance, requires substantial
investment in hardware, software, and training for educators. Additionally, there are ongoing costs
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related to the maintenance and updating of these technologies, which can strain already limited
educational budgets. This challenge is further compounded by the economic pressures faced by
many education systems, particularly in low-and middle-income countries, where resources are
often stretched thin.

Moreover, the rapid pace of technological change means that educational institutions must
continually invest in new tools and platforms to stay current. This creates a funding dilemma,
according to Ekanem (2023), as it is difficult to predict the long-term sustainability of these
investments. Furthermore, the focus on short-term funding cycles, often driven by political
considerations, can undermine the ability of schools to implement long-term strategies that fully
integrate emerging trends in to the curriculum.

Synergizing emerging trends with funding curriculum and instruction. In the rapidly
evolving educational landscape of the 21% century, the need to synergize emerging trends with the
funding of curriculum and instruction has become increasingly critical. For global
competitiveness, education systems must adapt to ensure that students receive quality education
that prepares them for the future. However, the challenge liesinaligning these emerging trends with
sustainable funding mechanisms that can support the dynamic nature of curriculum and
instructional needs. To effectively synergize emerging trends with funding curriculum and
instruction, amulti-faceted strategy is required such as:

1. There is a need for increased collaboration as opined by Okoro & Eze (2023), between the public
and private sectors. Public-private partnerships (PPPs) can provide the financial resources and
expertise needed to support thread option of emerging trends in education. For example,
technology companies can partner with schools to provide digital tools and resources at reduced
cost, while also offering training for educators.

2. Innovative funding mechanisms such as outcome-based funding and impact investing should be
explored. Outcome-based funding, where financial resources are tied to the achievement of
specific educational out comes, can incentivize schools to adopt emerging trends that improve
student performance (Obasi,2022) .Impact investing, where investors provide capital for
educational initiatives with the expectation of both social and financial returns, can also support
the integration of new instructional approaches (Adekoya&Ogunleye,2023).

3. It is essential according to Ekanem (2023) to prioritize the professional development of
educators to ensure they are equipped to effective utilize emerging technologies and instructional
methods. Investment in teacher training is crucial for the successful integration of new trends in to
the curriculum. Continuous professional development programs that focus on the use of digital
tools, personalized learning strategies, and competency-based education can enhance the
effectiveness of these trends in the classroom.

The Way Forward

The way forward in synergizing emerging trends with the funding of
curriculumandinstructionliesintheadoptionofaholisticandsustainableapproach.Policymakersanded
ucationalleadersmustrecognizetheimportanceof long-term investment in education and prioritize
funding strategies that align with the dynamic nature of emerging trends. This includes fostering
public-private partnerships, exploring innovative funding mechanisms, and investing in the
professional development of educators.

Furthermore, there is a need for continuous evaluation and adaptation of funding strategies
to ensure they remain relevant and effective in the face of changing educational needs. By adopting
a forward-thinking approach that embrace funding, education systems can ensure that students are
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equipped with the skills and knowledge necessary to navigate the competitiveness in
the21stcentury.

Conclusion

The papers conclude that rising inflation in Nigeria presents significant challenges for the
funding of curriculum and instruction, with profound implications for the quality of education
provided. The increasing cost of instructional materials, coupled with the devaluation of the naira,
has made it difficult for schools to deliver quality education. Be- that -as- it -may, by adopting
strategies such as the use of open educational resources and the development of public-private
partnerships, it is possible to mitigate the effects of inflation and ensure that students are adequately
prepared for the challenges of the 21st century. To this end, policymakers must prioritize education
funding. Nigeria can safeguard the future of its educational system and ensure that it meets the
demands of the 21 century through the integration of emerging trends in education with
sustainable funding strategies, which is essential for the future of curriculum and instruction. While
challenges exist, particularly in terms of the high costs associated with new technologies and
instructional approaches, there are opportunities to create synergies that can enhance the quality
and accessibility of education. By fostering collaboration between the public and private sectors,
exploring innovative funding mechanisms, and investing in teacher professional development,
educational systems can successfully navigate the complexities of the modern educational
landscape and provide students with the tools they need to succeed.

Suggestions

The following suggestions are made on funding curriculum and instructions in rising
inflation:
1. With the Influence of emerging trends in digitalization, skill- based learning and global
competitiveness; an inward consideration should tailor on an upgrade on education fund. A leap
in education budgetry allocation from the merry-go-round 6 - 8 % to 26% according to United
Nations (UN).benchmark is resonance in this 21st century technology driven era.
2. Compromise in curriculum content and quality instructional delivery can be minimized with
financial and infrastructural interventions from public private partnership. Organizations such as
International firms domicile in Nigeria, Indigenous firms, Social clubs, Non - governmental
organizations, Foundations and well - spirited individuals can leverage on charity support to
schools as a way of giving back to the society.
3. Provision on Government policies with regards to tax emoluments should include certain
percentages reserved solely for the purpose of advancing technology in the educational sector.
4. Regular Educators professional development is necessary. Educators should be trained on use
of OERs as alternative resources to enhance teaching and learning in rising inflation.
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