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Abstract 

Discourse Analysis simply refers to the linguistic analysis of connected writing 
and speech. The major focus in discourse Analysis is the use of language in 
social context. Discourse Analysis focuses not only on the linguistic symbols 
used, but also on all the features that accompany language, which include the 
paralinguistic features, such as gestures and kinesics. Discourse Analysis has 
to do with the study of language in use. So, it is concerned with the 
performance of the language user. Such performance may be a monologue. 
(soliloquy), a dialogue, a multilogue. This paper is to introduce you (the 
reader/s) to the discipline called Discourse Analysis as a field of study in the 
Tertiary Institutions. It is basically on ‘An Introductory Study of Discourse 
Analysis in the Tertiary Institutions. The writer carefully designed and 
highlighted the intricate relationship between the linguistic and paralinguistic 
content of human behaviour. 

 
For the writer to achieve his aims in this paper, he arranged and discussed his work 
using the following subheadings  
•  What is Discourse 
• What is Discourse Analysis 
• Origin of discourse Analysis 
• Earliest studies of Discourse Analysis. 
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 Prior to the advent of Discourse Analysis (henceforth DA), the predominant 
practice of DA was to analyze language according to the structure without much 
regards for the context and other features that shape meaning. DA started by focusing 
on speech. Mainly naturally – occurring conversation. Contrary to the traditional 
practice. DA studies naturally – occurring instances of language use beyond the 
sentence boundary. So, unlike most traditional linguistic analysis, the text is not 
invented. This is to underscore the importance of context in language use. 
 Linguistic have identified two major approaches to language: Formalism and 
functionalism. Formalism sees language as a mental phenomenon and tends to explain 
linguistic universals as deriving from a common genetic linguistic inheritance of the 
human species. Formalists are inclined to explain children’s acquisition of language in 
terms of a built- in human capacity to learn language. Functionalists regard language 
primarily as a societal phenomenon and tend to explain it in relation to the social 
institution from where the language derives. The approach to DA is functionalist 
approach.  
 
What is Discourse 
 DA has a very strong link with many other disciplines other than language and 
this affects the way scholars see the discipline. Were, We shall examine some views of 
DA. 
 Before trying to define DA, it is important to define the term discourse. 
Originally the word “discourse” comes from the Latin word “discourses” which 
denoted “conversation, Speech”. Discourse is generally seen as “Language in use” 
Johnstone (2002:2) defined discourse as “actual instances of communication in the 
medium of language “Discourse can also be seen as a continuous stretch of spoke or 
written language longer than a sentence often constituting a coherent unit (Pustejovsky, 
2006). It is also commonly referred to as connected speech or writing. The term 
discourse has several definitions. In the study of language, discourse often refers to the 
speech pattern and usage of language, dialects, and acceptable statements, within a 
community. It is a subject of study in peoples who live in secluded areas and share 
similar speech conventions. 

Johnson further defined discourse as an institutionalized way of speaking that 
determines not only what we say and how we say it, but also what we do not say which 
can be inferred from what we say. Initially, the term refers to speech but later, it’s 
meaning extends beyond speech to include every instance of language use. 

Sociologists and philosophers tend to use the term discourse to describe the 
conversations and the meaning behind them by a group of people who hold certain 
ideas in common. Such is the definitions by philosopher Michael Foucault who held 
discourse to be the acceptable statement made by a certain type of discourse in a 
community. 
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For linguistic, discourse is an extended stretch of language, Such as we find in 
conversations, narratives, polemical statements, political speeches e.t.c is not just a 
strong of sentences, one following the other, but rather it exhibits properties which 
reflect it’s organization, coherence, rhetorical force, thematic focus e.t.c 
 
What is Discourse Analysis 

DA is generally viewed as language above the sentence or the clause, it is the 
aspect of linguistics that is concerned with how we build up meaning in larger 
communicative, rather than grammatical units. It studies meaning in text, paragraph and 
conversation, rather than in single sentence, Stubbs (1983:1) described DA thus:  

“The term discourse analysis is very ambiguous. It is used here  to refer mainly 
to the linguistic analysis of naturally occurring connected speech or written discourse, 
Roughly speaking, it refers to attempts to study the organization of language above the 
sentence or above the clause, and therefore to study larger linguistic units, such as 
conversational exchanges or written texts. It follows that discourse analysis is also 
concerned with language use in social contexts, and in particular with interaction or 
dialogue between speakers. 

Brown and Yule (1983) observed that DA examines “how addresser constructs 
linguistic messages for addresses and how addressees work on linguistic messages in 
order to interpret them”. From this description of DA by Stubbs, we can gather some 
important information about the discipline:  
(a).   DA studies naturally – occurring connected speech or written  discourse 
(b).  DA studies language above the sentence or clause 
( c).  DA is concerned with language use in social context. 
 Every instance of language use is situated in a particular social context, which 
determines the kind of meaning communicated. There are contextual features that shape 
the kind of language people use. These include: the interactions in their discourse roles, 
the physical environment of the discourse, the worldview and cultural practices in the 
domain of the discourse, and so forth. DA looks at the language together with these 
features in order to interpret meaning. This is why any good DA will generate data 
based on observation and intuition of the language users. Discourse analysts analyze 
conversation (casual, telephone, gossip, e.t.c) Speeches (campaigns, formal speeches 
delivered by political figures e.t.c). Written discourse (novels plays, news, written 
speeches, editorials e.t.c) 
 Discourse analysis is concerned not only with complex utterances by one 
speaker, but more frequently with the turn- talking interaction between two or more, 
and with the linguistic rules and conventions that are taken to be in play and given 
context. The overall goal of any DA is to explain how language user construct and 
interpret meaning in discourse. 
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Origin of Discourse Analysis 
 The term Discourse Analysis was first used by Zelling Harris (1952). Harris 
was an American Structural linguist, Harris did not use the term in the sense it is now 
commonly used. Later in the 1960s and 1970s, scholars started using the term to 
describe an approach to the study of social interaction. The earliest discourse analysts 
were ethnographers, anthropologist and sociologists. 
• Ethnography –is the branch of anthropology in which different cultures are 
studied and described. 
• Anthropology – is the study of people, society and culture. 
• Sociology _ is the study of human societies. 
 
Earliest Studies of Discourse Analysis 
 The earliest studies of discourse analysis were done by people in other 
disciplines namely, Sociologists, anthropologists and ethnologists. Their major concern 
was not language, but social interaction they developed a method for investigating such 
interaction, which they called Ethnomethology. The proponent of this method is Harold 
Grafinkelan an American sociologist. 
Other scholars who were inspired by ethno methodologists focused their attention on 
how the conversation is ordered and structured, Their method is called conversational 
Analysis. They observed and described the sequential patterning of conversation. The 
key figure in this school of thought is Emmanuel Schegloff, Harvey Sacks and Gail 
Jeffersons. We shall examine in detail the methods of Ethno-methodology and 
conversational Analysis later in this course. 

Much later, linguist who perceives language as a social phenomenon got 
interested in analyzing discourse from that perspective. They see linguistics as a sub 
branch of sociology, as opposed to another school of thought, which sees linguistics as 
a sub branch of psychology (the transformational generative grammarians). 

The first major attempt to analyze discourse from the perspective of linguistic 
was done by John Sinclair and MichCoulthard of the university of Birmingham in the 
UK. They analyzed the language used by teachers and pupil in secondary school and 
proposed a five – point discourse rank scale for analyzing discourse. After, these 
scholars in the Birmingham school followed their theory. 
  
Conclusion 
 Discourse Analysis is the approach to language that focuses on the use of 
discourse in society and the role context plays in the interpretation of discourse unlike 
earlier approaches before it, it examined naturally occurring texts, though started by 
non- linguists, it has in recent times become a very popular approach in linguistic 
analysis. Its use is not only limited to linguists. Scholar in other discipline also fined 
discourse is often seen as a social practice that in all facets of human endeavour.  
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 So, the word was majored on An Introductory Study of Discourse Analysis in 
Tertiary Institutions examining the study with the subheadings as stated in abstract.   
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