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Abstract

The problem posed by examination malpractice to the educational system and
the society at large has reached an alarming proportion that the need to adopt
a holistic approach in curbing the menace has become inevitable. A
theoretical approach wrapped up in well drawn up policies and curriculum is
insufficient. A more practical approach requiring re-evaluation of our value
system amongst other necessary measures should be put in place with all
commitment towards curbing the evil of examination malpractice. Values are
powerful determinants of human accomplishment, and since education is one
of the vital medium through which values are transmitted and internalized by
members of society for all round development coupled with the power of
education in character formation, any society or nation that is not committed
to providing and sustaining a sound educational system geared towards
entrenching the right values and character traits risk producing a people
whose focus and attention will continually be to seek the fastest and easiest
ways to getting the things they want, not minding the long term consequences
of their behavior. Examination malpractice can be considered a reverberation
of the unrestrained moral decadence and high level of corruption that has
eaten deep into the fabrics of the society. This paper is intended to give a
philosophical insight of the problem of examination malpractice.

The concept of education is as old as the existence of man on planet earth.
Human development and nation building will be a mirage without education. It is in the
light of this that the power of education in forming character and opinion is very great
and very generally recognized (Russell, 1980).

Etymologically, the word ‘education’ has been derived from the Latin words
thus-

‘educare’ which means “to bring out’ or ‘to nourish’

‘educere’ which means “ to lead out’ or “to draw out’.

‘educatum’ which means “act of teaching’ or ‘training’.
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‘educatus’ which means ‘to bring up, rear, educate’.
‘educatio’ which means “a breeding, a bringing up, a rearing.”

From the above derivative meaning, it is revealed that education is needed for a
progressive society and targeted to bring overall prosperity to the individual by
unfolding his potentialities.

Philosophers down through the ages have attempted a reflection on the concept
of education, its nature, scope, and role with the aim of putting it in proper perspective
for the advancement of human society. Socrates is one of the earliest Philosophers who
preoccupied himself with the task of seeking knowledge. He declared that he knew
nothing but that he was eager to know. The aim of education for Socrates is to dispel
error and discover truth. Socrates conceived of education as that which helps to provide
the most important of all knowledge; which is the knowledge of “how best to live”.
Through his method of intellectual midwife, he seeks to guide his student to discover
the subject matter knowledge rather than telling them what they need to know. (Jones,
et al., 1994- in, on excerpt from the Expert Educator). Consequently, the goals of
education along the taught of Socrates are to know what you can: and more importantly
to know what you do not know.

Plato conceived education as assisting men to overcome their ignorance. Price
(1972) expressing Plato’s idea on education in ( Okolo, 1989) conceived of education as
that which helps to bring about social and political stability of the nation it serves. Good
education for Plato promotes good conducts which in turn breeds peace and harmony
necessary for nation building. Thus, education is to situate man in the right order; to
show him the right path and to instill in him the spirit of enthusiasm towards social
stability and consistency. Good government Plato believes would only come from an
educated society in which “kings are Philosophers”, and “Philosophers, kings”. In line
with Plato, Duran (1933) in Christian (2011), saw education as “the progressive
discovery of our own ignorance”.

For Aristotle, education is that which is geared towards producing socially,
morally and mentally developed persons. Education is the creation of a healthy mind in
a healthy body. Through education, students are introduced to the sense of
responsibility, ideas of right in relation to the surrounding world and are inculcated with
skills necessary for life and service. The ultimate end of life is the development of
character. Education is the most important factor in the evolution of both the individual
and society.” All who have meditated on the art of governing mankind have been
convinced that the fate of empires depends on the education of youth”. (Aristotle).
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John Lock understood education as training men who will advance the
happiness and welfare of the community. The maintenance of a good society in which
men delight in performing their duty should be the focus of education. Speaking further
he said, “Plants are developed by cultivation and man by education”. This world would
have been enveloped in intellectual darkness if it had not been illuminated by the light
of education. (Parankimalil, 2012).

Yet another Philosopher, Jean-Jacques Rousseau understood the concept of
education not merely as imparting information or storing knowledge. It is not
accumulation from without. It is the development of the child’s natural powers and
abilities from within; according to nature, men, and things. Speaking further, he said,
education from nature consists in the spontaneous development of our endowment and
faculties. He gave it the top priority. Education from Man consists in influencing our
social contacts and various groups. He did not favor it at least in initial stages. While
education from things, consists in the acquisition of knowledge and information through
contact with physical surroundings and our experience of dealings with the things.

Rousseau’s conviction was that education should be considered as *“the process
of development into an enjoyable, rational harmoniously balanced useful and hence
natural life”. In one of his famous quote Jean Jacques Rousseau captures the power and
strength of education thus: We are born weak, we need strength; helpless we need aid;
foolish we need reason. All that we lack at birth, all that we need when we come to
man’s estate, is the gift of education.

Following Bertrand Russell, the power of education in forming character and
opinion is very great and very generally recognized. (Russell, 1980). Education is
whatever one learns through experience, from self, or others to help one survive and
master one’s social locale. Ultimately, the aim of education is to master and
domesticate one’s environment, to bring about an integrated individual who is capable
of dealing with life as a whole. (Okolo, 1989).

Cremin (1970) in Lagemann (2002) sees education as “a deliberate, systematic,
and sustained effort to transmit, evoke; or acquire knowledge, values, attitudes, skills
and sensibilities”.

Summarily, the major purposes of education are cultural conservation,
vocational training, moral and character training, and control of cultural deviation.
Education has been a means of transmitting one's culture from one generation to
another. It is the process of bringing about a relatively permanent change in human
behaviour. As the oldest industry, it is the main instrument used by society to preserve,
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maintain and upgrade its social equilibrium. A society's future depends largely on the
quality of its citizen's education. In all human societies, education is meant to pass on to
the new generations the existing knowledge of their physical environment, to introduce
individuals to the organization of society, give them skills for performing their daily
jobs and enjoying their leisure, as well as inculcate sound morals in them for their own
benefit and that of the society. In other words, education is a process by which the
society assists the younger generation to understand the heritage of their past,
participate productively in the society of the present as well as contribute to the future.
Based on these reasons, education draws inspiration and nourishment from a society,
but in turn, it contributes to the growth, renewal and development of that society.
Consequently, every society should and ought to give adequate attention to the
education of its citizens- as this is the only sure way through which evil and corrupt
practices can be curbed, eliminated or reduced to a tolerable level. However, arising
from the huge commercialization of education we now lack committed teachers with
good discipline and integrity worthy of emulation. No wonder, James education not as
the painful accumulation of facts and dates and reigns, nor merely the necessary
preparation of the individual to earn his keep in the world, but as the transmission of
our mental, moral, technical, and aesthetic heritage as fully as possible to as many as
possible, for the enlargement of man’s understanding, control, embellishment, and
enjoying of life....

Examination Malpractice

The concept of examination malpractice, especially in Nigeria cannot be fully
appreciated aside the value system of the society and the failure of successive
government to show commitment in providing the required infrastructure as well as
give adequate attention to the educational institutions. Education malpractice is an ill
that begins with the individual student and depending on the level of infrastructural and
governmental failure in attending to the needs of the educational sector, more students
are involved. When the chances of succeeding without being found out is hazy, the need
to involve invigilators and examiners who are eager and desirous of making extra
money to uplift and meet up with the prevailing standard of living occasioned by the
hard economic situations is consequently contemplated as a way of perfecting the desire
to cheat. This desire, “to involve in malpractice is already a value the Nigeria society is
not practically against” (Smith, 2007), considering the emphasis placed on paper
qualification as against practical ability and competence.

Values are powerful determinants of human accomplishment. The educational
institution and indeed the students cannot but be a reflection of societal values i.e.
emphasis on paper qualification, wealth as an indices for individual placement in
society, moral decadence among others. No wonder, Rousseau (1925, p 5),
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acknowledged the place of the individual in shaping society and declares in the opening
sentence of Emile that “God makes all things good; man meddles with them and they
become evil”.

When one lives outside the acceptable norms and values of a society as it
affects the various spheres of life, it is often frowned at and consequently considered a
deviant behavior deserving of punishment. While deviation from the dictates and
acceptable norms of the Christendom is considered a sin, and deviation from the
acceptable norms and practice in the economic circle is considered corruption;
deviation from the acceptable practices and principles in the educational circle is
considered a malpractice.

Examination malpractice is a form of deviant behavior which affects in great
measure the reliability of examination certificates. Examination malpractice is an illegal
behaviour by a candidate before, during or after the examination so that he/she can
attain success easily and cheaply. Hence the worth of the examination is violated and
compromised.

The process of education involves teaching and learning, which is intricately
tied to evaluation. Evaluation is the measurement of the learners achievement in
relation to some specified educational objectives, or the determination of the extent to
which the learners is developing in the desired way. The learner’s cumulative
performance in examination written is a reputable presumption of his level of
intellectual development and productive capacity, (Ahmed 2008).

Although, the need to put up a concerted effort to help curb the effects of
examination malpractice is highly desirable, not much will be achieved until the ruling
class (government) show commitment to the welfare of the govern by providing the
basic necessities of life, give the desired attention to the educational institutions as well
as punish offenders and fraudulent members of society amongst others. Consequently,
examination malpractice can be considered a reverberation of the corruption that has
eaten deep into the fabrics of the society coupled with the high level of moral
decadence and attrition in the value system.

Whilst many scholars have defined examination malpractice in divers ways, the
obvious and generally accepted position about it is that it a wrong way of succeeding in
an examination (Nwana,2000; Odongbo,2002;Awanbo,2004; Makojuet al.,
2004;Maduabum, 1998; Homby, 1995; Balogun,1999; Ojikutu, 1987; Olumero,1992;
WAEC,1994; Adamolekun, 1998).
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Today examination malpractice is carried out at both the institutions of learning
(primary, secondary and higher institutions -both private and government owned) as
well as the various government ministries and parastatals (during appointment and
promotional interviews under the guise of lobby). At the primary school level (mostly
private owned institutions) the teachers; the headmasters/headmistresses and the
supervisors are the ones involved during the examination period. The supervisors
receive gratification from the school head and teachers are allowed into examination
halls to answer the examination questions for their pupils using different signs and
coded languages to communicate with the pupils in the hall. At the secondary school
level, all parties including the students, teachers, the principals, and the supervisor are
involved. At this level, there are professional impersonators (freelancer) who write
examination for others using their names. There are also others who carry textbooks
based on the subject papers to the examination hall, also worthy of note are those who
always have a fore knowledge of the examination questions, answer it at home and
bring it into the hall. On the part of examining bodies, their supervisor’s are not helping
matters as they are neck deep in the perpetration of the evils of examination malpractice
arising from their quest to make quick money to augment their take home pay that can
scarcely cater for their needs in this era of harsh economic reality. Some supervisors on
getting to their examination school enter into negotiation with the staff, students and
principal of the school for a certain amount to be paid which is labeled as “’co-operation
fee’’. Once the agreed amount is paid, the supervisor(s) closes his/her eyes to all sort of
examination malpractice and students have their ways.

While at the higher institution (universities, colleges of education and
polytechnics) the stories are worse. Examination malpractices in higher institutions take
the form of gift in cash or kind. Every candidate’s intention who writes an examination
no matter how well or ill-prepared wishes that he/she become successful at the end.
Every student writing an examination strives against all odds to avoid being considered
a failure. Other than being considered a failure, other factors such as lack of confidence
in ones academic ability, peer group influence, the need to justify the high amount of
money paid as school fees, parental expectation e.g. are among the remote drive leading
to involving in examination malpractice.

At the level of the government ministries and parastatals, the management
(Permanent secretaries, commissioners, directors, PA’s etc) have often devised a style
of selecting a team of interviewers that they can influence ahead of the appointment and
or promotional interviews to place their candidate at a vantage position over the others.
This is not often achieved without one form of gratification or the other.
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Causes of Examination Malpractice

Reasons abound as causes of examination malpractice. While some can be
considered as necessary connection (poor reading habit by students, irregular school
calendar occasioned by endless strikes, etc) leading to examination malpractice others
can be viewed as sufficient condition ( failure of the State to actualize its goal of
ensuring the education of her citizens by providing the necessary infrastructure,
equipment and manpower needed for educating citizens as well as decline in our value
system, wide spread corruption, unrestrained moral decadence etc.) encouraging
examination malpractice. Within the focus of this paper, effort shall be made to
emphasize only the sufficient conditions encouraging examination malpractice logically
and philosophically speaking.

Education is designed to guide future leaders and posterity in leaning a culture
and molding behaviour towards adulthood and focusing them toward their eventual role
in society. However, the entire environment and all activities of government in the day
to day running of a nation are more impacting as sources of knowledge acquisition than
the well drawn up educational policies and curriculum which has little or no impact in
the life of the people arising from the non commitment of government in the realization
of such policies. In the words of Marx, “you cannot put abstract reality above the
physical and pragmatic world; an argument that the world and the activities of men are
changed not by ideas but by actual, physical, material activities and practice”.
(Wikipedia, Marx redirected for other uses). Further Emphasis can be found in ,
Friedenberg (1970), when he noted that “what is learned in high school, or for that
matter anywhere at all, depends far less on what is taught than on what one actually
experience in the place”. Below are some of the causes of examination malpractice:

1. Attrition in the Value System

Values represent our guiding principles, our broadest motivations, influencing
the attitudes we hold and how we act. Important values in society need to be built
and transmitted to bring about the positive changes that we all need in society.
According to Samuel (2015), “ in the most elementary sense, value mean what is
actually liked, prized, esteemed, approved or enjoyed by anyone at anytime”. The
value that people prize, esteem, and approve determine the political, economic and
social behavior of that people, and consequently their development; both moral and
intellectual. Values are the good habits that are transmittable. They are passed down
through generations. Values fasten us together and set us apart as a people. Today,
our society is seeing a terrible amount of lack of value. It is common knowledge
these days that the worth of a man in our present day society is no longer accessed
on the platform of Empathy, Mutual Respect, love, loyalty, Honesty truthfulness,
integrity etc. but on the kind of car he drives, the numbers of houses or estates he
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owns, the extent to which he is able to pervert the course of justice, the number of
security men and escort he travels with on journeys etc. at this juncture, it is evident
that to be able to correct some of the ills of the society such as examination
malpractice, a re-orientation of the citizenry is expedient coupled with the need to
show commitment towards reviving the educational sector .

2. Commercialization and Privatization of Education

At a point in history, education was considered one of the inalienable rights of
man, targeted at training the human mind to acquire and nurture societal values-
virtues, love, conscience, knowledge, conviction etc; which were communicated but
never exchanged; given, but never sold; acquired, but never bought. (Marx, 1975)
However, as soon as education was considered a marketable value and was passed
into commerce arising from the need by men to make quick money as well as
acquire paper qualification towards being well rated in the society, at a time/period
of general corruption and poverty, the time of universal venality coupled with the
value government attached to paper qualification, stake holders in the education
sector, consequently were faced with the challenges of examination malpractice.
Parents and students are therefore very desperate in justifying whatever they
commit to the education of their wards. Following from this, examination
malpractice can be considered as one of the evils associated with the decision to
pass or consider education an object of exchange.

3. Poverty

Poverty, whether absolute or abject poverty, is considered as “a condition
characterized by severe deprivation of basic human needs, including food, safe
drinking water, sanitation facilities, health, shelter, education and information. It
depends not only on income but also on access to services.” Wresinski (1996)
defines Extreme poverty as:

The absence of one or more factors enabling individuals and families to assume
basic responsibilities and to enjoy fundamental rights.

Poverty portend a high risk of educational underachievement for children who
are from low-income homes, this is often a process that begins in primary school
for some less fortunate children. Consequently, the tendency for children of poor
background to be involved in examination malpractice and or be encouraged by
their illiterate parents for fear of justifying their investment in the education of their
children is very high.

4. High Level of Corruption
Corruption is an illegal and dishonest practice especially by those in authority.
It is a spiritual or moral impunity or deviation from an ideal. Corruption may
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include several activities such as bribery and embezzlement. Corruption has
become endemic in the Nigerian society that it has spread to various sphere of
human endeavour, such as ministries, churches, communities and educational
institutions (schools). Arising from the poor societal values that have spread
through the nooks and cranny of society, impoverished and deprived members of
the society (parents, teachers, and students) in a bid to measure up with their
colleagues/mates in the secular world encourage and involve in examination
malpractice.

5. Political Instability
This is yet another factor that could help explain the increasing spate of
examination malpractice. In a politically unstable nation like Nigeria, the right
atmosphere of peace required for policies to succeed and sustain themselves is
hardly embraced by the political class. In effect, poverty assumes massive height
while disease and death take their toll on the people; thus, giving way to all
manners of immorality and corruption amongst which is examination malpractice.

7. Lack of Committed Leadership
A nation may be politically stable, economically viable with natural resources,
but if there is no committed leadership towards the overall advancement of her
citizens, not much may be achieved. Effective leadership presupposes vision and all
embracing comprehension of the situation on ground. Examination malpractices
like any other challenges facing us as a people require committed leadership to be
able to overcome it and or reduce it to the barest minimum.

Conclusion and Way-Out of Examination Malpractice

Examination malpractice as a social ill is not the most horrible of the challenges
being faced by institutions across the globe and in our present day Nigeria societies.
While it is a truism that education is the gate way to societal growth and development,
it is more of a truth that only a functional educational system rooted in the acquisition
of skills and morals, aimed at benefiting both the self and the larger society can turn the
country around. The end product amongst others of not investing in the education of a
country is decay in the educational system capable of reverberating as examination
malpractice, corruption and general lost of positive and creative societal values etc. In
the words of More (2007, p. 23), “If you do not find a remedy to those evils (....
Examination malpractice) it is a vain thing to boast of your severity in punishing theft
(culprit of exam malpractice), which though it may have the appearance of justice, yet
in itself is neither just nor convenient; for if you suffer your people to be ill educated,
and their manners to be corrupted from their infancy, and then punish them for those
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crimes to which their first education disposed them, what else is to be concluded from
this but that you first make thieves and then punish them?”

A realistic and practical approach requiring re-evaluation of our value system
amongst other necessary measures should be put in place with all commitment towards
curbing the evil of examination malpractice.

A purposeful leader with the genuine spirit to serve as well as the drive to
pursue reconciliation before reproach, peace before conflict, with commitment to
healthcare, education as well as the right of every child to have a better start in life is
required to help curb the blight of examination malpractice. The present level of
corruption and economic hardship across countries of the world and indeed in the
Nigeria state, where children are at the receiving end does not suggest there is a solution
within sight. No wonder Rousseau (1925), in his book Emile, gave an insight about
children thus; “children are perfectly designed organism, ready to learn from their
surroundings so as to grow into virtuous adults”. But due to the slander influence of
corrupt society, they often fail to do so.

At the moment, the examination system, and the instructional process is seen
and treated as training for a livelihood, a position which leads the young to conceive
knowledge from a purely utilitarian point of view, as the road to money, not as the
gateway to wisdom ( Russell, 1980).
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