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Abstract

Entrepreneurship education is introduced in schools to make students become self employed
after graduation. Entrepreneurship education has not received desirable attention in many
Nigerian higher institutions because of many factors such as language of instruction, lack of
professional entrepreneurship teachers to teach entrepreneurship courses, poor and obsolete
equipment, lack of equipments and laboratories. To make the teaching and learning of
entrepreneurship education effective and functional in higher institutions, three Nigerian
languages should be taught as general courses to enhance communication, modern equipment
and laboratory should be provided to schools. Government should provide enough money to
take care of the financial needs of entrepreneurship education in higher institutions.

Education plays a vital role in the developmentafation. Some of these roles are clearly
stated on National Policy on Education. The NatidPolicy on Education (NPE 2012:29-30) states
the philosophy and goals of education in Nigeriam8 of these are to create a just and egalitarian
society, a great and dynamic economy, a strong safidreliant nation, to use education as an
instrument for the acquisition of appropriate skithat will help Nigerians contribute to the
development of the society. To achieve the abowemunent goals, certain measures have been
taken by the government. One of the measures guége. Government realizing the importance of
language in national development gives it a catginaition in our education system.

In NPE, (2012:29-30) government states that thdiune of instruction for the first three
years in the primary schools shall be the languHgie environment, and that during this period,
English shall be taught as a subject. The Natidtalicy on education also states that Nigerian
language should be taught at the senior primaryjamor secondary schools. It emphatically states
that English, French, one major Nigerian languagther than the language of the immediate
environment should be taught at that level of etlosaAt senior secondary school level, English
language and one major Nigerian language are n@dpudsory for students.

The prominent position given to language in owrcadional institution x-rays the significant
roles of language in the socio economic developroérat nation. These vital roles of language in
nation buildings are enumerated by many scholadsresearchers. Maduewusi (1999) sees language
as a human and non instinctive method of commungateas, feelings and desires by means of
sound, symbols used by a nation or a race.

Cohen (2001) also sees language as a window inhwhpeople organizes both their
understanding and also used in expression of corflikeeping with their cultural patterns and the
ways of operation of a community. He remarks tlebmunal life is possible only because members
of a community posses a set of shared meaning wdmnielbles them to make coherent sense of the
world. lya (2012) notes that language is of immeredevance to a humanity because it is a crucial
medium of information and effective conveyor ofiiridual feelings on certain issues. Stressing on
the role of language in human development, Odo 3p@@es language as a wholistic way of life.
According to him, language is something associatigid what people do, eat, wear, produce, sell and
buy. He remarks that there is hardly any humarvities that is not attributed or explained in
language. Grujzian (2014) also states that langeapances people’s ability to think. He reiterates
that language is a creative power, a means througbh people do their thinkings. The above
literature review indicates that there is no ereapurship without language.

Knowledge Review Volume 37 No 2, August, 2018: | SSN 1595-2126 88



Dr. Calistus Ani

Language, Entrepreneurship and Skill Acquisition

Language is a medium in which all aspects of engregurship is explained or integrated.
Clarke (2001) notes that language provides the mdmanwhich the entrepreneur formulates a
business ideas. It is a means by which he artiesitéie idea of others.

Language is an indispensable aspect of human egésteecause it is a valuable aspect of
human accomplishment and a manifestation of humeatigity and originality. Language plays a
vital role in skill acquisition. Okebukola (2007yesses on this when he states that for one t@nesp
to societal needs for economic empowerment, edutatifogrammes would be guided by language
policies that are sensitive to the role of indigehtanguage in fostering learning and enhancinlts ski
acquisition. He remarks that skill acquisition emsbetter income and reduces poverty as well as
enhance economic empowerment. On the role of Bndginguage for national and international
development, Bough in Uzujzian (2010) opines that political influence, economic soundness, the
commercial activities, the social well being, tlegeatific and cultural contributions of the natidhst
speak English as a mother tongue to civilizatiocoaats for the large number of the users of the
language at the international level. Language pkayggeat role in curriculum implementation. The
medium of discussion both oral and written in sdhsetting is language. To create a fertile
environment for entrepreneurial skills in schookpexially at the secondary school level, the
academic and vocational textbooks must be evaluatetscertain the readability level of the text.
This becomes imperative because a great degreeuafess in entrepreneurship hinges on
communication, the substances of which is inforamatShehu and Shittu (2015) stress on this when
they state that entrepreneur relies heavily oncbisimunicative competence, whether spoken or
written as he initiates a process that begins withought, an idea by interpreting words or symbol
with an intelligible concept or information thatdsted upon.

Rouzes and Pasner in Shehu and Shittu (2015) extsark that communication is a two way
interaction because it is a process where thegsactincern are required to understand each otler an
are also required to be active participants in hewr agreement. They maintain that for an
entrepreneur to set goals for standard and to eagelbest practices, he needs to acquire a level of
expertise in the skills of speaking, listening arding.

Rouzes and Posner in Shehu and Shittu (2015) asataim that good communication skills
is a valuable asset that enables an entrepren@stdblish and disseminate the goal of his ens&pri
develop ideas, organize human and other resounctteeimost effective and efficient way. Rouzes
and Posner also assert that various aspects oinguanbusiness such as soliciting for employee,
brand management, customer relations, advertisiag ©e managed through appropriate
communication. They re-state that entrepreneusdaird in business is best achieved when he possess
negotiating and consensus-forming abilities. Thedterate that for an entrepreneur to be successful
his efforts to win the support and co-operatiortrafse who work for him, and for him to persuade
others to buy his products, he needs to adopegies that favour effective communication.

Language and Entrepreneur ship in Higher Institutions: A Retrogressive Approach

Many scholars defined entrepreneurship from differangle. Colin and Fack (2004) see
entrepreneurship education as a form of educatibithvmakes humans to be responsive to their
personal, families and national needs and aspiralibey assert that entrepreneurship educatidreis t
process of providing individuals with the ability tecognize business opportunities and to have
insight, self esteem, knowledge and skills to acttbem. Kuman and Oviame (2010) define
entrepreneurship education as a collection of fémee teaching in business creation. Kuratko (2003)
sees entrepreneurship education as education rifaiaeed skills building programmes in creative
thinking, product development, marketing, negatiatileadership training and wealth generation.
Ighale (2011) defines entrepreneurship educatiosoasething that aims at instilling such traits as
innovativeness, ingenuity, resourcefulness and ramde to entrepreneurs. He states that it is aahed
giving training and imparting necessary skills taividuals to be self-reliant. He reiterates that
entrepreneurship generates wealth, spread prospedtencourage grassroot development.

The above definitions of entrepreneurship edupaimdicate that its sole aim is skKill
Acquisition which will make the students to be satfiployed. The question is, is it well taught in
higher institutions? The answer to the above qomesit negative. Entrepreneurship education in
higher institutions is bewitched by many factorbréle major Nigerian languages are not taught as
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general courses in many higher institutions ansl blais hindered effective use of language for wealth
creation and to bridge the communication gap ansbudents in higher institutions.

Entrepreneurship education in many higher instiigt are not taught by specialists. It is
usually taught as a general course with lecturéxs ave not professional in the course.

There are problems of facilities for entreprenkigrprogrammes and this affect effective
implementation of entrepreneurship education intrh@her institutions. Isike and Ovekaemo (2008)
notes that the Nigerian education system has failguroduce workers and graduates with adequate
technical cognitive and attitudinal skills. Theyrests that despite the numerous policies and
innovativeness in the educational and economicosgcNNigeria is yet to develop an educational
system that can prepare its citizens for self-neka national development and sustainability. Ikoya
(2010) remarksthat Nigerian graduates from seagrdeertiary institutions have not been given the
type of education that would encourage and sust@rdevelopment of the nation. He maintains that
Nigerian students have not been encouraged to @jgvbe spirit of entrepreneurship and to take
active part in private sector participation for tevelopment and sustenance of the nation.

Mgbor and Mgbor (2011) also remark that Nigerignaational systems needs restructuring
in order to make the graduate functional in todaywk place. They opine that in order to live
effectively today, the graduate must possess adedguaate cognitive skills and interpersonal skills
which would make him/her become entrepreneurial eaphble of embracing self employment in
absence of paid employment. There is also a probdénmoney to finance entrepreneurial
programmes in higher institutions. Ajudeonu (20%tesses on this when she states that some
problems confronting entrepreneurship educatioiNigreria are poor funding, lack of laboratories,
poor power supply.

Conclusion

Entrepreneurship education is a programme foratgiisition of skills to enable the student
establish his/her business. It makes the studemisnie self employed in absence of government job.
However, entrepreneurship programmes in higheitutisins are confronted with a lot of problems
such as language of instruction problems, inadeqfidnce, poor and obsolete equipments, lack of
equipment, lack of professional entrepreneurstaptters to teach entrepreneurship.

For entrepreneurship education to achieve its sgoélinculcating skills that will make
students become self employed, there is need feetmajor Nigerian languages to be taught as
general courses in higher institutions, adequatenayjoshould be made available for the
entrepreneurship programmes in higher institutidns.addition to the above recommendations,
government should provide modern equipment andrédbry for the teaching of entrepreneurship
education. There is also need for professional epréneurship education teachers to teach
entrepreneurship courses in Nigerian higher ingiits.

The Way Forward

For entrepreneurship education to achieve its gioatee school curriculum, the following
recommendations are proffered.
- Three major Nigerian languages should be taughgeseral courses in Nigerian higher
institutions. Although English language, the nadiblanguage is taught as a general course in higher
institutions, these major Nigerian languages ifgtguwith English as general courses will not only
enhance communication but also encourage natiotegriation as well as unity of purpose.
- There is need for higher institutions especiallyivarsities to institute entrepreneurship
education courses. This will help produce professicdor the entrepreneurship courses in high
institutions.
- There is need for adequate facilities such as &ibdes and equipment for the teaching of
entrepreneurship courses in higher institutions.
- Government should provide enough money for entrepneship programme in higher
institutions. This will enable the institutionsdove financial aids to students.
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