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Abstract

This paper was prompted by the need to analyze the role ofdialctitizenship education
on the achievement of Nigeria's national security and developmbkatpaper in its analysis
adopted the theory of political culture as its theoretical fearark. Furthermore, the concepts
of national security, national development, citizenship and ifmait citizenship education
since they served as the fulcrum of discussion in the pager eonceptually clarified. The
paper adopted the descriptive method and relied on secondarges of data in its analysis.
It was argued in the paper that the increased incidence of feaaking social vices and
crimes such as armed robbery, kidnapping, drug trafficking and aladsenced fee fraud,
ethnic/religious militia movement, cultism, etc, are igiahito the attainment of national
security and considering the fact that no nation devoid of peao achieve any meaningful
progress and development, there is the need to check-mate this Trenpaper came to the
conclusion that functional citizenship education would inculcate the mhesine qualities of
good citizenship in Nigerian citizens. It was recommendete paper that concerted efforts
should be made in bringing about the functional citizenship educatidfigefian citizens.
One way of achieving this is by making the study of citizpresthiication compulsory at all
levels of our educational system.

Key Words: National Security, National Development, Citizeips and Functional Citizenship
Education.

The essence of national security vis-a-vis natideselopment cannot be over-emphasized.
Indeed, no nation state devoid of peace, can eslgede any meaningful progress and development.
National security according to McNamara (1965) uated with development and without
development, there can be no security. Consequédnsisnan (2002) submits that a secure nation is
one that is able to protect and develop itselfugtothe development of its core values, meet the
aspirations and needs of its citizens and providentwith a conducive atmosphere for improvement.

Unfortunately, the increased incidence of socieés and crimes in contemporary Nigerian
society is becoming a very disturbing and alarnmphgnomenon. Indeed, it has become one of the
most serious socio-political and economic problemfionting the Nigerian state. Most Nigerian
citizens, especially the youths are engaged irfoaths and manner of criminalities (Tom, 2014).
These range from armed robbery, drug traffickingd aabuse, child trafficking, prostitution,
kidnapping, cyber crimes, advanced fee frauds,gbng ethnic/religious militia movements, cultism,
etc. All these vices are threatening the peacajrggcand development of the Nigerian state in
general and in particular in the domain of attragtforeign investors to invest in the Nigerian
economy.

To curb this menace, it is necessary to re-orierdatl re-position the Nigerian citizens to be
functional by being patriotic and responsive toirtltities and obligations to the state. Patriotism
demands that citizens make necessary sacrificéiseiniask of sustaining the national security and
development of the Nigerian state.

This paper therefore was prompted by the needdtyzm the role of functional citizenship education
in the achievement of national security and devaleqt in the Nigerian state. The paper adopted the
descriptive method and relied on secondary sowteata for its analysis. However, it would be
pertinent to proceed discussion by adopting a #tmad framework for the paper.

Theoretical Framework
The theoretical framework adopted for this pagearichored on the proposition evolved by
the proponents of the theory of political cultufbe proponents include David Sills, Gabriel Almond,
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Bingham Powell, Syney Verba and Lucien Pye to noenjiist a few (Nna, 2000). Political culture
according to Eminue (2001) borders on the knowleafgand belief about government held by the
citizens.

Elaborating further, Almond and Verba (1965) initheelebrated work titled “The Civic
Culture” viewed political culture specifically aket pattern of individual political orientationseth
attitude towards the political system and the mfleself in the political system. Indeed, political
culture in its simplistic analogy, refers to théura and pattern of individual attitudes and or¢iohs
towards the political system. Dowse and HughesZ18drrowing from the works of Talcott Parsons,
opine that political culture consists of three intdized orientations. These are cognitive, affecti
and evaluative orientations. Cognitive orientatisnconcerned with the knowledge an individual
(citizen) has about the political system; affectiegientation is made up of feelings of
involvement/attachment or otherwise of the indigldutowards the political system and evaluative
orientation refers to the judgment/opinions expeddsy individuals about the political system.

Consequently, Almond and Verba (1965) identifieckéhtypes of political culture. These are
parochial, subject and participant political cudtum the basis of which citizens could be clagbifie
distinguished in terms of their knowledge of thditmal system, their feelings towards it and their
evaluation of government. Citizens under a pardgtuditical culture, have little knowledge of the
existence and operation of government and also kawg little or none in the decision-making
processes and therefore, do not expect anythimg the political system (e.g many African States
and ltaly). Citizens in subject political culturave little awareness that their participation is an
important input in the governmental process and goaernment has authority but they are largely
passive and apolitical because public policiesimposed from above by leaders in such a way that
the citizens lose faith in the ability of the pwiitl system to provide for them (e.g Germany). The
participant political culture is the ideal type the sense that the citizens know how they could
influence policy making and they actually do so.this type of political culture, the citizens
participate actively in public policy formulationn@ implementation. Classical examples of
participant political culture are the United Stat#gsAmerica (USA), Britain and the Scandinavian
countries (Eminue, 2001).

The relevance of the theory of political culture ttis paper could perhaps be better
appreciated from the stand point of the fact thijeNan citizens in Nigeria’s nascent democratic
governance which came into being in May 1999 haifted far away from contributing their quota to
sustainable national security and development sotfeaking social vices such as armed robbery,
kidnapping, electoral malpractices, corruption,itaricy, advanced fee frauds, etc. These vicestif no
checked could spelt doom in the corporate existentiee sovereign state of Nigeria.

Consequently, in improving and facilitating theer@f the citizens in contributing their quota
in sustaining the national security and developmentontemporary Nigeria’s nascent democratic
governance, there is the need to inculcate thé gfigood citizenship among Nigerian citizens and
this could be achieved through the functional eitizhip education of Nigeria’s citizens.

Conceptual Clarification
National Security

National security according to Brennan (1962) &sphotection of national survival. Indeed, it
implies the ability of the sovereign state to pebtend develop itself, promote its cherished irggre
legitimate values and enhance the standard ofgligimd well-being of her citizens. The concern for
the security of a state is undoubtedly as old asttion state itself. Within the context of thdiora
state, the central theme is the quest for natiseelrity which emphasize the concern for the safyiv
peace and progress of the citizens and the emtgietg as a whole. Perhaps this notion of ensuring
the survival, peace and progress of the citizemstha entire society informed the social contract
theorists-Thomas Hobbes, John Locke and Jean-JacRoesseau to justify the existence of
government in sovereign states (Udokang Snr., 2000)

National security therefore, is the absence ofaheadencies which could undermine internal
coherence and the corporate existence of the atatets ability to maintain its vital institutiorier
the promotion of its core values and socio-politiead economic objectives as well as meet the
legitimate aspirations of the people (Imobighe, @9€orroborating on this notion, Gwarzo (1998)
views national security as freedom from threat toation’s ability to protect and defend itself,
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promote its cherished core values and enhance #liebeing of its people. However, it must be
pointed out that national security is not only restd to weapons and military preparedness but
encompasses political, social and the economic-leatlg of her citizens. Therefore, any threats to
any of these constitutes a threat to the naticealrity of a state.

National Development

The concept of national development like most epig in the Social Sciences defies a
universal and acceptable definition. Perhaps, #&dlyralefine the concept of national development
empirically, it would be more appropriate to atteértgopknow what development entails. Development
in the words of Idode (1989) is a normative condépt is synonymous with improvement. It has
been used in many senses, politically, economicaily socially. However, development in modern
usage is usually concerned with the improvemettiénsocio-economic realm of man. In this wise, it
is concerned with the productive capacity of theneeny and the appropriate social relations which
facilitates the equitable distribution of econorbienefits to the citizens. Therefore, the concept of
development is human being-centered.

Dudley (1971) corroborating on this notion gives ailue as to what to look for in a
country’s development thus:
What has been happening to poverty? What has bappehing to employment? What has been
happening to inequality? If all three of these hdvezome less severe, then beyond doubt, this has
been a period of development for the country carexrIf one or two of these central problems has
been growing worse, especially if all three hateyauld be strange to call the result “development”
even if per capita income soared.

Development therefore, is only meaningful wheseitves to increase the access of people to
basic necessities of life, allows people to pgstite in defining their priority needs, proffer didas
to their problems and make tangible investmentheir solutions (Obiajulu and Obi, 2004). Inferring
from the foregoing, national development would @med as the capability of the state to improve
and sustain the living standards of the greateroritgjof her citizens. In summary, national
development according to Obiajulu and Obi (2004¥tembrace the following objectives:
i It must focus on the people; be man-centered anbliscoverall advancement;
il. It must increase the availability and widen thstrithution of basic life sustaining goods such
as food, shelter, health and protection;
iii. It must raise the level of living, and in addititmhigher income, the provision of more jobs,
better education and better attention to cultundl lrumanistic values, all of which will serve notyo
to enhance material well-being but also generat®itual freedom and participation in the decisions
of issues affecting his society; and finally,
iv. It must expand the range of economic and sociatekdo individuals and nations by freeing
them from servitude and dependence, not only evegice to other people and nation-state but also to
the forces of ignorance and human misery.

Citizenship

Citizenship according to Udokang (2006) implies légal status or condition of a person in
relation to a given geo-political community-thetstal herefore, to be addressed as a citizen, ihmea
belonging to a said geo-political entity (state)damlso enjoying the full rights and privileges
(political, economic, social, religious, etc) trae available to all members of the political ewela
and as spelt out by the constitution of a state.

The state therefore, has the responsibility ofgmting these rights and ensuring the welfare
of the citizens. However, the relationship betweka citizen and state is one of reciprocity of
protection and allegiance. That is, while the skatevirtue of its power offers to protect the s,
the citizens on their own part must pledge thejialttes and allegiance to the state in the spirgize
and take. Therefore, the status of citizenship del®aallegiance and loyalty (Omolayo and
Arowolaju, 1987). Invariably, with due consideratiof our contemporary and complex Nigerian
society, the ultimate aim of citizenship entailatthll Nigerian’s must be sound and effective eitiz.
This translates to good citizenship which implieattNigeria's citizens should be responsible and
actually participate in the efforts directed towsarslstainable national security and development.
Therefore, good citizenship borders on inculcatingthe Nigerian citizens the capability to be
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thoughtful and responsible to participate posifiviel the development and growth of the political,
economic, social and cultural life of the Nigeristate. Indeed, Meziobi (1992) opines that good
citizenship could be viewed as the meaningful dbations of the individuals towards the
development and progress of an ever enhancing dgreamd complex world. Therefore, citizenship
borders on transforming the individuals to becomeialy, economically and politically relevant in
the society and to contribute effectively towartie task of sustaining the national security and
development of the Nigeria state.

Functional Citizenship Education

Right from the inception of society, citizenshigueation has been a part and parcel of its
daily existence. Indeed, the imperative of citizépseducation has assumed prominence in modern
state due to societal complexities which tend @celnew demands on the individual, role and
institution of government have been expanded, hukmanwledge has been enlarged and redefined,
traditional values are fast giving place to foreigtmics and social vices such as armed robbery,
corruption, militancy, electoral malpractices, amasthers. All these call for consciously designed
programme of citizenship education to enable thieeris cope with the dynamic of social changes.

Citizenship education therefore, when viewed fiigsrsocio-political milieu conveys a mass
of confused images to a number of people.

Accordingly, Mezieobi (1992) conceptualizes citigbip as:
The educative means in a sovereign state wherabygitizens become socially integrated into the
social milieu, acquire social skills and competes)jcdbecome socially sensitive and actively
participate in their social responsibilities for mienum productivity and development.

The ultimate aim of citizenship education accordingdibangbe (2010) is educating the citizens to
become socially, economically and politically im&tgd into the society and help them acquire skills
for competencies for minimum productivity and dexehent.

The imperative of citizenship education accordioegWilson (2009) lies in producing
functional politically active individuals who woufdrm the core of good governance. Eminue (2001)
cautions that if the citizens are not enlightertdy would remain apathetic to the political praces
and this has the potential of undermining the ciéypéz govern.

In the realization of this imperative, the Natibr@urriculum outlines the objectives of
citizenship education to include:

i. creating awareness of the Nigerian constitutionertthncing democracy;

il. Inculcating the right values and attitudes necegsfarthe development of the individual and
the Nigerian society;

iii. making Nigerians to be aware of their rights antleduto recognize and respect the right and
duties of others;

iv. assisting in the production of responsible, welilbimed and self-reliant citizens; and finally;
V. creating adequate and functional political literargong Nigerians (cited in Thompson and
Umoh, 2001).

As a matter of fact, the success of a given sotietygreat extent depends on the quality of tizeri

and the goodness of the citizens depends on théityao imbibe the value of wisdom, courage,
discipline, tolerance, dignity of labour, respeot tonstituted authority, selflessness, respect for
justice and equality in communal co-existence (@ils2009).

Functional citizenship education therefore, is aamsein instilling these desired values in the
individuals; making them more patriotic, loyal aresponsive to their duties and obligations to the
state.

Achieving National Security and Development in Nigeria through Functional Citizenship
Education

As already mentioned in this paper, the Nigeriatesis bedeviled with various socio-political
and economic problems. The Nigerian state is ezpemg breath-taking social vices and most of
these are perpetuated by a few misguided Nigeitaers. These social vices which include armed
robbery, kidnapping, drug trafficking and abuse|dckrafficking, prostitution, cultism, militancyot
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mention just a few are inimical to Nigeria's na@bsecurity and development. Indeed, if this thigat
not checked, the Nigerian state may not experigémneeesired national security and development.

Here in lies the relevance of functional citizepséducation in inculcating the desired good
citizenship in Nigerian citizens. Functional citiship education would play a prominent role in
inculcating in the Nigerian citizens the much dedipolitical consciousness, awareness and loyalty
which would ultimately engender the Nigerian citizeto align their interest in both the decision-
making process as well as in the implementatigoubic policies in the Nigerian polity. Considering
the fact that the Nigerian state transited fromesalvyears of military rule to a civil and demoarat
polity, functional citizenship education would dftk Nigerian citizens to understand and appreciate
the various governmental efforts geared towardsirtiprovement of the standard of living of the
citizens. The acquisition of the knowledge and &alaf functional citizenship education according to
Eminue (2001), would inculcate the desired consriegs, awareness and patriotism in the
citizenship and this invariable would enable thtzens to be better informed, more articulate,
progressive and patriotic since they would be marewledgeable about their state, their rights,
privileges and obligations and this would facitdihe achievement of Nigeria’s national securitgt an
development.

Furthermore, functional citizenship education wioplay a vital role in the realization of
good citizenship in Nigeria citizens because it lddoculcate the individual good citizenship, layal
and patriotism to the Nigerian state (Udokang, 20@tizens’ loyalty and patriotism are very
imporarnt ingredients in engendering in the Nige#izens the spirit of nationalism and democratic
values (Appadorai, 1975 and Thompson and Umoh, 20@tleed, when the citizens are well
acquainted with the knowledge and workings of gorent, government responsibilities, duties and
obligations, this would aid the Nigerian citizemsdontribute their quota in sustaining the national
security and development of the Nigerian state. mijpgon and Umoh (2001) contend that if
functional citizenship education is properly imhibeit will deepen and develop the citizens
intellectual ability to think reasonably, criticaland logically. Consequently, the citizens will be
endowed with brevity, skill, vision, foresight armhpacity in contributing their quota to the
achievement of Nigeria’s national security and dgveent.

Functional citizenship education plays a very imgt role in inculcating the desired
qualities of good citizenship in Nigerian citizehscause it exposes the citizens to knowing their
rights and the rights of others, duties, obligadi@nd privileges. Functional citizenship education
according to Eminue (2001) is instrumental to ther@ness of the existence and the enjoyment of
freedom.

Finally, functional citizenship education is vasievant because it plays a vital role in the
inculcation of the much desired virtue of patriotisA true patriot is the citizen who cares deeply
about the happiness and wellbeing of his countdy @hhis people. Patriots according to Uduma,
Alum and Nwakuribe (2016) requires the citizen ipress his love for the country by exhibiting
loyalty and contributing his best to the attainmefis country’s national security and development

Conclusion

This paper has critically analyzed the role ofclional citizenship education in achieving
national security and development in Nigeria. TRpgy contends that considering the various social
vices and crimes such as armed robbery kidnappmug, trafficking and abuse, child trafficking, etc,
that most Nigerian citizens engaged in which iradal§i are inimical to national security and
development, it is imperative that a programme dina¢ re-orientating and re-positioning the
Nigerian citizens to shun these social vices amdes and imbibe/inculcate the desire attitudes and
values which would enable them to contribute megfnily their quota to the task of achieving the
much desire national security and development®Nigerian state.

Recommendations

From the conclusion drawn in this paper, it isoramended that functional citizenship
education of Nigerian citizens should be intendifisy making the learning of functional citizenship
education compulsory at all levels of our educatiogystem. To facilitate this, qualified and
dedicated teachers versed in the teaching of tBReipline of citizenship education should be
employed and assigned to teach the disciplinel d\als of the Nigerian educational system. More
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importantly, relevant and adequate instructionateni@s/teaching aids should be made available to
facilitate the effective teaching and learning itizenship education.
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