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Abstract

The development of any nation tenaciously anchors on the quality of its educational system.
Education in all the ages remains a profitable investment that serves as instrument for the
development of relevant skills and positive attitudes of people. In the same way, it imparts
functional knowledge to persons to enable them facilitate nation building and live
meaningfully in their various societies, the increasingly quandary attacking the Nigeria
educational systemin her quest for quality education especially at the secondary school level
is pitiable. Although the system of her education emphasizes the development of academic,
vocational and technical skills of the students, the product of Nigeria secondary schools at
large have nothing to show for this. This contradicts the quality assurance notion of Nigeria
secondary schools for a sustainable national economy in favor of concerted search for quality
assurance in our secondary schools which indeed is a desideratum for national development,
this paper considered of importance, the following thrusts meaning of Quality Assurance in
Education, Secondary School Education, National Development, and Impedi ments to Quality
Assurancein Nigeria Secondary Schools.
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A lot of people have recently expressed their gisagment with the falling standard of
Nigeria Education especially at the Secondary Sclewel of her Educational system. The mismatch
between the quality of Nigeria Secondary schooldes and qualitative Secondary school education
informs the need for serious improvement in teaghsind learning in our secondary schools. This is
more so, given the fact that the quality of moshef products is capable of discrediting the common
view of education as an instrument for Nationaledepment.

Responsible Government and individuals invest indation with the hope of having in
return, valued outputs such as skilled manpowercaradity material resources that are necessary for
the actualization of National development. Thigdfi@re, points to the need for Quality Assurance in
Nigeria Secondary School Education which shoulihfitated and encouraged by the stakeholders in
education.

Clarifications of Concepts
Quality Assurancein Education

Quality as Maduewesi (2005) put it is a degreexafbdence in a product. Quality Assurance
in education therefore is a systematic review afcational programmes to ensure that an acceptable
standard of education is realizable. It involves $tudents, staff, programme standards and supports
services which collectively ensure the high quabfyproducts from the educational institutions. The
society at large looks onto education as an ingnirof socio-economic transformation. Hence, its
quality cannot be traded off.o Effanga (2005) Quality Assurance is a preventheasure to avoid
wastage. This implies that it requires a lot of ger inputs resulting from careful planning. Ndaba
Odo and Ogba (2006) affirmed that quality of edwcatconcerns issues of relevance, validity,
functionalism and efficiency of an educational eystin the achievement of national goals and
priorities. Quality Assurance in Education implieguarantee that its products and services are of
course genuine, of standards and worthy of condompAt the secondary school level of Nigeria
Educational System, quality Assurance deals witlv ia@ll the learning experiences available to the
students help them to realize functional knowledgel worthwhile skills in order to survive as
individuals in the society. According to the Na@dnPolicy on Education (2008) the national
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education goals are : the inculcation of natiomaisciousness and unity, inculcation of the rigpety
of values and attitudes for survival of the indivads and Nigeria society, training of the mindhe
understanding of the world around and the acqaisitf appropriate skills and the development of
mental, physical and social abilities and competeas equipment for the individuals to live and
contribute to the development of his society. le tight of the proceeding ideals, it is not out of
context to say that Quality Assurance in Educaitiaessential and critical to national transformatio

Secondary School Education

Secondary school education is perceived as all oomformal education which include;
grammar, technical, vocational and teacher trairsicigools which a student receives as soon as he
graduates from primary scho@dccording to Nwoke and Nwaobia (2008) it is a jiioie where the
boulevards of higher education take off and a gges$ar primary school leavers to become useful to
themselves and the society. It is the educatienallthat helps to internalize the learned expessn
of primary school leavers and prepare them adelyutde the challenging tertiary education. The
federal Republic of Nigeria (2008) stated the twodd goals of this level of education as preparing
the individual for;

(i) useful living in the society

(i) highertertiary education.

In clear terms, the secondary school curriculunksée; equip the students to live effectively ir th
modern age of science and Technology; develop anjegh Nigeria Arts and culture as well as the
world cultural heritage; provide diversified cutiom to cater for the differences in talents and
opportunities among students for the role they piay in the society; produce mentally and morally
functional people who respect the views and feslinfothers and dignity of labour, live as good
citizens and foster Nigeria unity by emphasizingcommon ties that unite us and inspires students
with the desire for achievement and self improvernheth at school and in later life.

The duration of the Nigeria Secondary School Edanatvhich is six years is divided into
two stages. The junior secondary stage meant tofdaghree years and mandated to teach both
academic and prevocational subjects. This aimewtldping student’s personal skills and helps him
to acquire relevant knowledge to fit into the nstege or stop and be successful in life. Thereafter
the senior secondary school stage designed tfolastree years inputs functionality in the secayda
school system by producing students that are capabimaking effective use of their cognitive,
affective and psychomotor domains. The essendai®fd to prepare the students properly for higher
education having acquired functional tréetgrepreneurial skills needed for job creation amdlith
generation in order to be self-reliant.

Education

Education is a driving force responsible for theig@&conomic development of any nation. It
is the engine room of national transformation. Edion equips individuals to co-exist effectively in
any society especially in this modern age of s@eaad technology characterized by intense
competitions. It enables people to be rational@rdribute to the economic growth of their coursrie
This notion agrees with Ayodele (2014) that if peogre educated, the nation would not talk about
the much technology transfer because everyone wmilckeative which will bring about inventions
thus leading to development. Education theref@ea iconsciously organized incidence of human
activity in the transformation of persons from tate of disposition to the order as to enable them
become more relevant than ever. It is the procedsweloping and actualizing individual's cognitive
and social potentials for national developmenislindeed a veritable instrument that unlocks the
human minds and directs it in the interest ofraltie society. Hence it is adjudged as the bedobck
National development. ‘To this end, it is considers a remedy for all National ailments be it
economic recession or political turbulence. Thikatmrates Ugwu (2015) perception of Education as
being basic to national development as the stasdand quality of the educational system and the
capacity to innovateletermine the place of growth and developmentraiten.
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National Development

Development as a multifaceted concept is a victirdadinitional pluralism. As it affects the
state, it encompasses its political, social anchecuc aspects. On this bases therefore, National
development embraces the socio-economic and olitiensformation in the state. According to
Lawal and Oluwatoyin (2011) National Developmenthis overall development or a collective socio-
economic, political as well as religious advancen@dra country or nation. To Onimhawo and Otuh
(2007) national development implies economic groveitientific and technological growth, socio-
economic transformation and better still distriatjustice In recognition of the above perceptions it
becomes imperative that National Development islaimclusive development that improves on the
productive capacity and behavioral Orientationh# targer proportion of the country’s population
through societal approved change agents. Hornb§0j28ummarizes National development when it
stated that it is the development that affectswhele country. In all, National development that is
rational and genuine is such that is human biasedhas the interest of the greater number of the
teaming population of her citizens and nationaks ligh esteem.

Impedimentsto Quality Assurancein Nigeria Secondary Schools

The degree of input the Nigeria Secondary Schaamle Imade given their quality of graduates
and the excepted roles in the actualization of dtati development is less desirable. In this regard,
the dire need in this paper to identify some factbat inhibit it from realizing its goal of achiag
National Development becomes necessary.
Some of such factors include the following;

Inadequate Trained and Qualified Teachers

The achievement of Quality Assurance in our Secgn8ahools has for decade been marred
by dearth of qualified teaching personnel. Reatjzthis, Olaitin (2001) lamented that there are
insufficient number of teachers in vocational amldicational sections in technical collegesools
who are adequately trained to teach technicalsskilb Abdulalu (2007) quality teaching lies at the
teachers capacity to transform knowledge into fottmas are pedagogically powerful and yet adaptive
to the students’ abilities and background. Of ceutke teachers’ sound knowledge of the subject
matter, appropriate teaching methods and possees$imglevant teaching skills gained from proper
training have great impact on the quality assurdnceur secondary schools. Unfortunately, some
secondary schools have no teacher in some subigad.aMany make use of part-time teachers who
lack the level of competency required to ensurdityuaducation in our schools due to poor teacher
education training. Ajaja(2014) affirmed that theability of science teachers to apply guided
discovery teaching method is due to some teachinglgms which include; large size of science
students with very few teachers. This is a poimtemadequate trained teachers in our secondary
schools.

On this note, one wonders how national developroantthrive in the absence of competent
entrepreneurship teachers who will develop the tmeal knowledge, skills, abilities and
competencies in the students who in turn will zélthem to earn their living meaningfully in the
society.

Lack of Adequate Quality Infrastructures

There is no gain saying to state that there isgttimk between quality of education a student
receives and the quality of teaching and learniegources available in schools. Some of the
infrastructures in Nigeria secondary schools likggical learning environment, such as classrooms,
libraries and laboratories are in comatose corditio most cases, there are absolutely no chads an
desks for students and most text books they uselmelete. Some of the existing facilities in our
secondary schools have been seriously over stastgéthemaintained and can no longer function
effectively. These hamper effective and efficiez#tahing and learning processes in the school. Hence
to think of the production of quality graduatesnfraghese schools marked by non existing quality
material resources becomes a mere dream. Althosighknamnu (2001) stated that tools, equipment
and materials are essential for acquisition oflskithe continued use of out-dated laboratories,
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libraries and non functional classrooms by teacli®rsounterproductive in imparting of relevant
skills, knowledge and attitude in the studentshia tynamic world of science and technology.

Wrong Location of Secondary Schools

In order to achieve quality assurance in Nigeriseoadary schools, the teaching and learning
experiences must take place in a supportive enviemt. This has implication on the location of
schools which seem not to have been considerethperative in the pursuit of quality assurance in
secondary school education. Ekeada (2016) notddstirae secondary schools are located at the
centre of township where prolonged noise or souoflsutomobiles, electronic and industrial
equipment pose serious threat to the effectivetiomiog of sense of hearing of the staff and stislen
Others are found in swampy areas or close to higaw®tudents are most likely to be distracted and
disturbed by noise from the market, automobilemgydn highways, and industrial machines as well
as flooded classrooms during raining season asabe may be. Where secondary schools are located
as mentioned above, efficient and effective teaghind learning will be obstructed regularly.

Lack of Proper Motivation of Teachers

Motivation as a very powerful force which begingdasustains efforts of people directed
towards efficient utilization of resources and nmaization of productivities is required most in our
secondary schools to boost its quality assuranks. i$ true as motivation of teachers is a strategi
force that reduces tension, worries and frustratian may impede their ability to operate in schatol
efficiency level. The Nigeria secondary School Teas are owed salaries for months. Indeed their
salaries are not paid as at when due. Most of tbeemnot fend for their families and this becomes a
source of reproach to them. A situation that hedgdethe poor image of teachers in the society.stVor
still, it has led to the feminization of teachingpfession at the secondary school level of educatio
due to exodus of qualified and highly committed entdachers who are bread winners of their
families to other professions they consider lifestaining in realization of the socio-economic
challenges of time. This is a quality assurancetrogsr. Inadequate remuneration of teachers
seriously affects their performance abilities siricéills their morale and reduces their input in
teaching/learning experiences. Teachers who arediegegular promotion and in-service training
programs suffer lack of self esteem. Most secondahpol teachers operate in pitiable conditions.
The concomitant result of this situation among rghs, voluntary retirement, resignation and less
commitment to their teaching responsibilities aniiest in the profession. This creates opportunity
for the ill qualified persons to secure teachingaptments and abuse further the profession at the
expense of quality assurance in the system. Metivaeachers are active in facilitating and
engineering the minds and attitudes of learnerthi®isocio-economic development of the nation.

Change Phobia among Teachers

‘Change’ they say is the only constant variableyldody that desires recognition and respect
must respond to the force of change in the righeation. Unfortunately, most secondary school
teachers shy away from this truism when it callsddaptation of modern teaching pedagogies and
facilities. It is a bitter truth that most secondachool teachers are not in tune with the use of
computer and internet in the delivering of instimies. They may argue that government is yet to
provide the enabling environment for the use oénmét/computer at the secondary schools for
instructional execution. This reason notwithstaggditey ought to imbibe the culture of currency in
knowledge and skills which is facilitated by intetftomputer. This is necessary in the field of
education realizing that most students are intaraetpetent and may easily discover that teachers ar
still locked up in the cave of ignorance. Thisikely to discourage students’ interest in the t@agh
and learning activities in schools thereby affegtiregatively quality assurance need in our secgndar
schools. Teachers must remain to serve as modstsdents. This teacher’s quality cannot be swept
under the carpet due to their change phobia. Tegdrd quality education are deeply connected as
non model teaching method results to low qualityaadion and it imparts little or nothing in the
learners. Most teachers are over applying thetioadi lecture method notwithstanding that it has
overstayed its relevance in the course of time lirbpcause they are afraid of using inappropriately
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some modern methods such as brain storming, paehitey and discovery methods etc. However,
they have no option than to change and contritsutpiality assurance in secondary school education.

Societal Wrong Per ception of Vocational Education Teachers

The teachers of vocational subjects as Agricult®@éence and Home Economics are yet to
be given the right place in our secondary schoiiss is absolutely a disregard of the leading role
they are meant to play in the development of emtregurial skills and imparting of relevant
knowledge that are imperative for national develepin As Olaitan (2010) reasoned, vocational
education facilitates stability in national develmgnt by developing and enhancing skills among the
students for the production of food and relevant mgaterials.

Vocational education literacy is crucial for thetute of any nation. The overall goal of
agricultural science curriculum is to provide stodewith adequate knowledge and skill that will
enable them to discover their talents and enrigficagural science education in Nigeria (NERDC,
2012). Agricultural science and home economicshewsc should be paid special allowances’ in
addition to their salary. This will attract respeot them, boost their performance abilities and
encourage students to develop more interest irstbgects in the interest of speedy socio economic
development of our nation. Most parents discouthge wards from embracing vocational subjects
even where they are compulsory in schools. Thel tmwn on the teachers of these subjects hence
killing their morale which is required to stimulagdficient inputs in ensuring quality assurance in
secondary education.

Conclusion

Quality assurance in Nigeria Secondary Schoolsnifimgortant factor in the realization of
National development. However, the virile philosimah contents which form the base of this level of
her educational system are covert ideals till sahehe identified catalysts at its process state
precisely in our secondary schools are adequatidyeased. It is only when this is done that the
relevant qualities in its philosophical foundatioan manifest as worthwhile graduates programmes
and thereafter, translate to national developn@titerwise, the quality assurance expected in Nigeri
Secondary Schools remains a sleeping giant.

Recommendations
In order to realize Quality Assurance in our Se@pdscehool, the under listed Recommendations are
proffered,;

1. Government should patronize secondary school eidaday funding it adequately.

2. Vocational education teachers in our secondarydstshould be paid special allowances as to
motivate them more to perform at optimal level.

3. Regular payment of secondary school teachers’ ysaldlowances and assuring them of
prompt promotion should be considered as non n&gletgovernment responsibilities.

4. Secondary School Teachers have to be given regulaervice training to enable them
embrace current teaching methodologies, acquiretimal knowledge and skills to enhance
their performance in school.

5. Government and other stake holders in educationlglme more committed to achieving total
enabling secondary school environment by emphagaso on proper location of schools.
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