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Abstract 

The development of any nation tenaciously anchors on the quality of its educational system. 
Education in all the ages remains a profitable investment that serves as instrument for the 
development of relevant skills and positive attitudes of people. In the same way, it imparts 
functional knowledge to persons to enable them facilitate nation building and live 
meaningfully in their various societies, the increasingly quandary attacking the Nigeria 
educational system in her quest for quality education especially at the secondary school level 
is pitiable. Although the system of her education emphasizes the development of academic, 
vocational and technical skills of the students, the product of Nigeria secondary schools at 
large have nothing to show for this. This contradicts the quality assurance notion of Nigeria 
secondary schools for a sustainable national economy in favor of concerted search for quality 
assurance in our secondary schools which indeed is a desideratum for national development, 
this paper considered of importance, the following thrusts meaning of Quality Assurance in 
Education, Secondary School Education, National Development, and Impediments to Quality 
Assurance in Nigeria Secondary Schools. 
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A lot of people have recently expressed their disappointment with the falling standard of 
Nigeria Education especially at the Secondary School level of her Educational system. The mismatch 
between the quality of Nigeria Secondary school leavers and qualitative Secondary school education 
informs the need for serious improvement in teaching and learning in our secondary schools. This is 
more so, given the fact that the quality of most of her products is capable of discrediting the common 
view of education as an instrument for National development. 

Responsible Government and individuals invest in Education with the hope of having in 
return, valued outputs such as skilled manpower and quality material resources that are necessary for 
the actualization of National development. This therefore, points to the need for Quality Assurance in 
Nigeria Secondary School Education which should be imitated and encouraged by the stakeholders in 
education. 
 
Clarifications of Concepts 
Quality Assurance in Education 

Quality as Maduewesi (2005) put it is a degree of excellence in a product. Quality Assurance 
in education therefore is a systematic review of educational programmes to ensure that an acceptable 
standard of education is realizable. It involves the students, staff, programme standards and supports 
services which collectively ensure the high quality of products from the educational institutions. The 
society at large looks onto education as an instrument of socio-economic transformation. Hence, its 
quality cannot be traded off. To Effanga (2005) Quality Assurance is a preventive measure to avoid 
wastage. This implies that it requires a lot of genuine inputs resulting from careful planning. Ndaba 
Odo and Ogba (2006) affirmed that quality of education concerns issues of relevance, validity, 
functionalism and efficiency of an educational system in the achievement of national goals and 
priorities. Quality Assurance in Education implies a guarantee that its products and services are of 
course genuine, of standards and worthy of consumption. At the secondary school level of Nigeria 
Educational System, quality Assurance deals with how well the learning experiences available to the 
students help them to realize functional knowledge and worthwhile skills in order to survive as 
individuals in the society. According to the National Policy on Education (2008) the national 
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education goals are : the inculcation of national consciousness and unity, inculcation of the right type 
of values and attitudes for survival of the individuals and  Nigeria society, training of the mind in the 
understanding of the world around and the acquisition of appropriate skills and the development of 
mental, physical and social abilities and competence as equipment for the individuals to live and 
contribute to the development of his society. In the light of the proceeding ideals, it is not out of 
context to say that Quality Assurance in Education is essential and critical to national transformation. 
 
Secondary School Education 

Secondary school education is perceived as all forms of formal education which include; 
grammar, technical, vocational and teacher training schools which a student receives as soon as he 
graduates from primary school. According to Nwoke and Nwaobia (2008) it is a junction where the 
boulevards of higher education take off and a passage for primary school leavers to become useful to 
themselves and the society. It is the educational level that helps to internalize the learned experiences 
of primary school leavers and prepare them adequately for the challenging tertiary education. The 
federal Republic of Nigeria (2008) stated the two broad goals of this level of education as preparing 
the individual for; 
(i) useful living in the society 
(ii) higher/tertiary education. 
In clear terms, the secondary school curriculum seeks to; equip the students to live effectively in the 
modern age of science and Technology; develop and project Nigeria Arts and culture as well as the 
world cultural heritage; provide diversified curriculum to cater for the differences in talents and 
opportunities among students for the role they may play in the society; produce mentally and morally 
functional people who respect the views and feelings of others and dignity of labour, live as good 
citizens and foster Nigeria unity by emphasizing on common ties that unite us and inspires students 
with the desire for achievement and self improvement both at school and in later life. 

The duration of the Nigeria Secondary School Education which is six years is divided into 
two stages. The junior secondary stage meant to last for three years and mandated to teach both 
academic and prevocational subjects. This aims at developing student’s personal skills and helps him 
to acquire relevant knowledge to fit into the next stage or stop and be successful in life. Thereafter, 
the senior secondary school stage designed to last for three years inputs functionality in the secondary 
school system by producing students that are capable of making effective use of their cognitive, 
affective and psychomotor domains. The essence of this is to prepare the students properly for higher 
education having acquired functional trade/entrepreneurial skills needed for job creation and wealth 
generation in order to be self-reliant. 
 
Education 

Education is a driving force responsible for the socio-economic development of any nation. It 
is the engine room of national transformation. Education equips individuals to co-exist effectively in 
any society especially in this modern age of science and technology characterized by intense 
competitions. It enables people to be rational and contribute to the economic growth of their countries. 
This notion agrees with Ayodele (2014) that if people are educated, the nation would not talk about 
the much technology transfer because everyone would be creative which will bring about inventions 
thus leading to development. Education therefore, is a consciously organized incidence of human 
activity in the transformation of persons from one state of disposition to the order as to enable them 
become more relevant than ever. It is the process of developing and actualizing individual’s cognitive 
and social potentials for national development. It is indeed a veritable instrument that unlocks the 
human minds and directs it in the interest of all in the society. Hence it is adjudged as the bedrock of 
National development. ‘To this end, it is considered as a remedy for all National ailments be it 
economic recession or political turbulence. This collaborates Ugwu (2015) perception of Education as 
being basic to national development as the standards and quality of the educational system and the 
capacity to innovate, determine the place of growth and development of a nation. 
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National Development 
Development as a multifaceted concept is a victim of definitional pluralism. As it affects the 

state, it encompasses its political, social and economic aspects. On this bases therefore, National 
development embraces the socio-economic and political transformation in the state. According to 
Lawal and Oluwatoyin (2011) National Development is the overall development or a collective socio-
economic, political as well as religious advancement of a country or nation. To Onimhawo and Otuh 
(2007) national development implies economic growth, scientific and technological growth, socio-
economic transformation and better still distributive justice. In recognition of the above perceptions it 
becomes imperative that National Development is an all inclusive development that improves on the 
productive capacity and behavioral Orientation of the larger proportion of the country’s population 
through societal approved change agents. Hornby (2000) summarizes National development when it 
stated that it is the development that affects the whole country. In all, National development that is 
rational and genuine is such that is human biased and has the interest of the greater number of the 
teaming population of her citizens and nationals at a high esteem. 
 
Impediments to Quality Assurance in Nigeria Secondary Schools 

The degree of input the Nigeria Secondary Schools have made given their quality of graduates 
and the excepted roles in the actualization of National development is less desirable. In this regard, 
the dire need in this paper to identify some factors that inhibit it from realizing its goal of achieving 
National Development becomes necessary. 
Some of such factors include the following; 
 
Inadequate Trained and Qualified Teachers 

The achievement of Quality Assurance in our Secondary Schools has for decade been marred 
by dearth of qualified teaching personnel. Realizing this, Olaitin (2001) lamented that there are 
insufficient number of teachers in vocational and educational sections in technical colleges/schools 
who are adequately trained to teach technical skills. To Abdulalu (2007) quality teaching lies at the 
teachers capacity to transform knowledge into forms that are pedagogically powerful and yet adaptive 
to the students’ abilities and background. Of course, the teachers’ sound knowledge of the subject 
matter, appropriate teaching methods and possession of relevant teaching skills gained from proper 
training have great impact on the quality assurance in our secondary schools. Unfortunately, some 
secondary schools have no teacher in some subject areas. Many make use of part-time teachers who 
lack the level of competency required to ensure quality education in our schools due to poor teacher 
education training. Ajaja(2014) affirmed that the inability of science teachers to apply guided 
discovery teaching method is due to some teaching problems which include; large size of science 
students with very few teachers. This is a pointer to inadequate trained teachers in our secondary 
schools. 

On this note, one wonders how national development can thrive in the absence of competent 
entrepreneurship teachers who will develop the vocational knowledge, skills, abilities and 
competencies in the students who in turn will utilize them to earn their living meaningfully in the 
society. 
 
Lack of Adequate Quality Infrastructures 

There is no gain saying to state that there is strong link between quality of education a student 
receives and the quality of teaching and learning resources available in schools. Some of the 
infrastructures in Nigeria secondary schools like physical learning environment, such as classrooms, 
libraries and laboratories are in comatose condition. In most cases, there are absolutely no chairs and 
desks for students and most text books they use are obsolete. Some of the existing facilities in our 
secondary schools have been seriously over stretched; ill maintained and can no longer function 
effectively. These hamper effective and efficient teaching and learning processes in the school. Hence 
to think of the production of quality graduates from these schools marked by non existing quality 
material resources becomes a mere dream. Although as Anumnu (2001) stated that tools, equipment 
and materials are essential for acquisition of skills, the continued use of out-dated laboratories, 
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libraries and non functional classrooms by teachers is counterproductive in imparting of relevant 
skills, knowledge and attitude in the students in this dynamic world of science and technology. 
 
Wrong Location of Secondary Schools 

In order to achieve quality assurance in Nigerian secondary schools, the teaching and learning 
experiences must take place in a supportive environment. This has implication on the location of 
schools which seem not to have been considered an imperative in the pursuit of quality assurance in 
secondary school education. Ekeada (2016) noted that some secondary schools are located at the 
centre of township where prolonged noise or sounds of automobiles, electronic and industrial 
equipment pose serious threat to the effective functioning of sense of hearing of the staff and students. 
Others are found in swampy areas or close to highways. Students are most likely to be distracted and 
disturbed by noise from the market, automobile plying on highways, and industrial machines as well 
as flooded classrooms during raining season as the case may be. Where secondary schools are located 
as mentioned above, efficient and effective teaching and learning will be obstructed regularly. 
 
Lack of Proper Motivation of Teachers 

Motivation as a very powerful force which begins and sustains efforts of people directed 
towards efficient utilization of resources and maximization of productivities is required most in our 
secondary schools to boost its quality assurance. This is true as motivation of teachers is a strategic 
force that reduces tension, worries and frustration that may impede their ability to operate in school at 
efficiency level. The Nigeria secondary School Teachers are owed salaries for months. Indeed their 
salaries are not paid as at when due. Most of them cannot fend for their families and this becomes a 
source of reproach to them. A situation that has led to the poor image of teachers in the society. Worst 
still, it has led to the feminization of teaching profession at the secondary school level of education 
due to exodus of qualified and highly committed male teachers who are bread winners of their 
families to other professions they consider life sustaining in realization of the socio-economic 
challenges of time. This is a quality assurance destroyer. Inadequate remuneration of teachers 
seriously affects their performance abilities since it kills their morale and reduces their input in 
teaching/learning experiences. Teachers who are denied regular promotion and in-service training 
programs suffer lack of self esteem. Most secondary school teachers operate in pitiable conditions. 
The concomitant result of this situation among others is, voluntary retirement, resignation and less 
commitment to their teaching responsibilities and interest in the profession. This creates opportunity 
for the ill qualified persons to secure teaching appointments and abuse further the profession at the 
expense of quality assurance in the system. Motivated teachers are active in facilitating and 
engineering the minds and attitudes of learners for the socio-economic development of the nation. 
 
Change Phobia among Teachers 

‘Change’ they say is the only constant variable. Anybody that desires recognition and respect 
must respond to the force of change in the right direction. Unfortunately, most secondary school 
teachers shy away from this truism when it calls for adaptation of modern teaching pedagogies and 
facilities. It is a bitter truth that most secondary school teachers are not in tune with the use of 
computer and internet in the delivering of instructions. They may argue that government is yet to 
provide the enabling environment for the use of internet/computer at the secondary schools for 
instructional execution. This reason notwithstanding, they ought to imbibe the culture of currency in 
knowledge and skills which is facilitated by internet/computer. This is necessary in the field of 
education realizing that most students are internet competent and may easily discover that teachers are 
still locked up in the cave of ignorance. This is likely to discourage students’ interest in the teaching 
and learning activities in schools thereby affecting negatively quality assurance need in our secondary 
schools. Teachers must remain to serve as models to students. This teacher’s quality cannot be swept 
under the carpet due to their change phobia. Teaching and quality education are deeply connected as 
non model teaching method results to low quality education and it imparts little or nothing in the 
learners. Most teachers are over applying the traditional lecture method notwithstanding that it has 
overstayed its relevance in the course of time simply because they are afraid of using inappropriately 
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some modern methods such as brain storming, peer teaching and discovery methods etc. However, 
they have no option than to change and contribute to quality assurance in secondary school education. 
 
Societal Wrong Perception of Vocational Education Teachers 

The teachers of vocational subjects as Agricultural Science and Home Economics are yet to 
be given the right place in our secondary schools. This is absolutely a disregard of the leading role 
they are meant to play in the development of entrepreneurial skills and imparting of relevant 
knowledge that are imperative for national development. As Olaitan (2010) reasoned, vocational 
education facilitates stability in national development by developing and enhancing skills among the 
students for the production of food and relevant raw materials. 

Vocational education literacy is crucial for the future of any nation. The overall goal of 
agricultural science curriculum is to provide students with adequate knowledge and skill that will 
enable them to discover their talents and enrich agricultural science education in Nigeria (NERDC, 
2012). Agricultural science and home economics teachers should be paid special allowances’ in 
addition to their salary. This will attract respect to them, boost their performance abilities and 
encourage students to develop more interest in the subjects in the interest of speedy socio economic 
development of our nation.  Most parents discourage their wards from embracing vocational subjects 
even where they are compulsory in schools. They look down on the teachers of these subjects hence 
killing their morale which is required to stimulate efficient inputs in ensuring quality assurance in 
secondary education. 
 
Conclusion 

Quality assurance in Nigeria Secondary Schools in an important factor in the realization of 
National development. However, the virile philosophical contents which form the base of this level of 
her educational system are covert ideals till some of the identified catalysts at its process state 
precisely in our secondary schools are adequately addressed. It is only when this is done that the 
relevant qualities in its philosophical foundation can manifest as worthwhile graduates programmes 
and thereafter, translate to national development. Otherwise, the quality assurance expected in Nigeria 
Secondary Schools remains a sleeping giant. 

 
Recommendations 
In order to realize Quality Assurance in our Secondary School, the under listed Recommendations are 
proffered; 

1. Government should patronize secondary school education by funding it adequately. 
2. Vocational education teachers in our secondary schools should be paid special allowances as to 

motivate them more to perform at optimal level. 
3. Regular payment of secondary school teachers’ salary, allowances and assuring them of 

prompt promotion should be considered as non negotiable government responsibilities. 
4. Secondary School Teachers have to be given regular in-service training to enable them 

embrace current teaching methodologies, acquire functional knowledge and skills to enhance 
their performance in school. 

5. Government and other stake holders in education should be more committed to achieving total 
enabling secondary school environment by emphasizing also on proper location of schools. 

 
References 

 
Abdulahu, A. (2007) Functional Science, Technology and Mathematics Education for National 

Economic Empowerment and Development. A speech delivered at the School of Science, 
National Conference at F.C.E Zaria, April 2-5. 

 
Ajaja, O.P. (2014) Evaluation of Science Teaching in Secondary Schools in Delta State. Retrieved on 

7th Sept. 2014. http://www.krepublishers.com/02....journal. 
 

Quality Assurance in Nigeria Secondary School Education; A Panacea for National Development 
 



6 

 

 

Knowledge Review Volume 36 No 1, July, 2017: ISSN 1595-2126 

 
Anumnu, S.I. (2001) Motivating the Nigerian Child towards Entrepreneurship Education: The 

Challenges of Women in the New Millennium. Journal of Human in Colleges of Education. 
Vol. 5. 134-143 

 
Ayodele, A. (2014) Education as Instrument of National Development. Retrieved from 

www.Tribune.com.ng/quicklinks/views.com/item/10326 
 
Efanga, S.I. (2005) Quality Assurance: a comparative study of public/private educational institutions 

in Nigeria. Nigerian Journal of Educational Administration and Planning Vol. 5(1) 106-115 
 
Ekeada, C.C. (2016) Management of Safety at the Secondary School level of Education in Nigeria: 

The Role of the Principal. African Journal of Educational Research and Development Vol. 
8(2) 116-126. 

 
Federal Republic of Nigeria (2008) National Policy on Education, Lagos; Government printers. 
 
Hornby A.S. (2005) Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary. England, Oxford University Press. 
 
Lawal, T. & Oluwatoyin, A. (2011) National Development in Nigeria: Issues, Challenges and 

Prospects. Journal of Public Administration and Policy Research. 3(9), 237-241. 
 
Maduewesi, E. (2005) Benchmarks and Global Trend in Education. Nigeria: Dasylva Influence 

Enterprises. 
 
Ndaba, M.O., Odo, E.O. & Ogba, F.N. (2006) Teacher Education; Nigerian Perspective. Enugu, 

Mason Publishers. 
 
Nigerian Education Research and Development Centre (2012) Senior Secondary School e-Curriculum 

Agricultural Science for SS1-SS3, Available at www.nerdc.ng Retrieved 07/10/2014 
 
Nwoke, E.C. & Nwaobia, F.O. (2008) Nigeria School system: Doubts and Realities. Owerri, Chucks 

Joes Classic Publishers. 
 
 
Olaitan S.O. (2001) Towards the Enhancement of Teaching Practice Exercise in Home Economics 

Education Programme. Journal of Home Economics Research NHERA.Nsukka Vol.3 
 
Olaitan, S.O. (2010) Agricultural Education in Tropics: Lagos Macmillan Publishers. 
 
Onimhawo, J.A. & Ottuh, P.O. (2007) “Religious Extremism: A challenge to National Unity and 

Development” in Nigeria. Journal of Christian Studies 2(1) 62. 
 
Ugwu, S.C. (2015) Education and National Development: Nigerian Experience. Journal of 

Knowledge Review Vol. 33(1) 12 -16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charles C. Ekeada and Anthony O. Obasi 
 


