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Abstract 

This paper examined participatory curriculum development (PCD) a pivot for Agricultural 
education transformation and skills acquisition in national development as a strategy for 
rural transformation. The objectives include major components of PCD which emphasize, bottom-
top approach to curriculum development training need analysis and inclusion of all stakeholders. 
Agricultural education reforms and skill acquisition ensures empowerment of rural people, 
results in even national development and address if they felt need of realities. The participatory 
curriculum development approach to reforms removes the weakness of rigid structure and content 
of the present curriculum, major constraints identified bothered on resistance to change by the 
current policy makers and programme planners, inability to meet high expectation of 
stakeholders in the short runs as well as additional cost involvement, It suggested that 
exchange of ideas and information among stakeholder, adequate budgeting provisions involving 
both public and private partnership in funding could bring a great relief. This paper 
recommended strengthening of institutional capacity in the education sector and skill acquisition 
programme. Decentralization of reforms programmed to accommodate all stakeholders at all 
levels should be pursued. Public private partnership should be adopted in funding an initiation, 
and so to some extent implementation. The demands of global and local contexts must be met to 
include rural transformation efforts, so that nat ional development can be achieved by 
participatory curr iculum development. 

 
 
 

The idea of reforms, transformation obsolescence and the need for a shift, from the status 
quo. At the heart of most development programmes, whether they are oriented towards, 
agriculture, health, nutrition or finance, is an attempt to bring about change in people 
(Taylor,1999).agricultural education reforms and skills acquisition is intended to improved 
knowledge, understanding, skills, attitudes and behaviour in teaching of agricultural science for the 
benefit if the nation in effective in Agricultural educational Reforms, acquisition of the new skills 
comes into focus for all participants and stakeholders. Skills consist in the ability to bring about 
some end results with maximum certainty and maximum outlay of energy, or time and energy 
(Guthrie, 1972). 

The success of any reform can be seen in the improvement in certain development indices 
like GDP, per capital income and enhanced standard of living of society. National development 
itself has to do with equal development of a nation where feasible. National development is better 
appreciated when the concept of development is first explained. Development refers to change 
process characterized by increased productivity, equalization in the distribution of the social 
product and the particularly with the developed centers of international economy are characterized 
by increased productivity, equalization in the distribution of the social product and emergence of 
indigenous institutions whose relations with the outside world, and particularly with the 
developed centers of international economy are characterized by equality rather than dependence 
and subordination (Obsolete 1973). The point here is that if any reform is to be; considered as 
wroth it value, then our dependence on imported goods and services must reflect a favorable balance 
of payment. The present inadequate of the current agricultural education and process of acquiring 
skills must be removed by Innovation consciously introduced into the sector. As observed by 
Owakan (2005), existing knowledge and skills should be improved to be a maximum value to the 
individual, family and nation in terms of intellectual, social and economic process. 

It is the opinion of this paper that participatory curriculum development (PCD) should form 
the basis of Education reforms. This is so since the nation is likely to benefit from the improvement 
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this approach will bring in transforming our rural sector as a strategy for national development. It is 
worthy of note to remind ourselves that educational reforms is coming at the threshold of a 
new global development order. This development targets enunciation by the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) which is the current challenge of every responsible government and its 
people. Agricultural science as a discipline and a vocation places a weighty responsibility on its 
experts. A greater role even rests on the shoulder of experts when the issue of educational 
reforms is the subject. As a vocation with the highest employer of labour and also practiced in the 
rural areas, any reform agenda in its domain is very critical. Such reform -has impact on employment 
generation, rural transformation, per capita, health, national security and consequently nations' 
development. As with most sub-Sahara Africa-countries, agriculture remains the mainstay of the 
Nigerian Economy employment about 70-80 percent of the population (Arokoyo, 2000. From 
the foregoing, when viewed in specific terms, the contribution of agriculture to the GDP fell 
from 48.6 percent in the 1970-1974 to 1 percent in 2001 (CBN, 2002). This may be traceable of 
educational reforms of which be specific. 

It is on this premise that this paper examined agricultural educational reformed and skill 
acquisition in national development with emphasis on particular curriculum development (PCD) 
as a strategy for rural transformation. At this point, there is need to explain some terms in this 
paper in order to remove ambiguity. The skil ls acquisition implied in this write up are those 
related to the agricultural science but not necessary limited to it. 
Five major areas form the basis for discussion. The objectives of this paper therefore include the following: 
 
Objectives 
• To highlight the major components of curriculum development (PCD). 
• To highlight the role of agricultural education reforms and skills acquisition 
in rural transformation as strategy of national development. 
• To highlight .the importance of participatory curriculum development (PCD) in 
Agricultural Education Reforms and Skills acquisition, 
• To highlight constraints and ways the constraints to agricultural education 
reforms and skill acquisition and 
• To make recommendations on remedies to identified constraints. 
 
Definition of Terms 
There are need to explain some terms used in this paper to^ avoid ambiguity. The following, are defined: 
Reforms: This is, defined in terms of Educational Reforms which is the provision of the high quality 
opportunities which requires broad, coordinated change across many levels and facets of the education 
system (OTER, 2005). The goal s of educational reforms further defines it as that which must contribute 
to: 
• Student learning through involvement with authentic, challenging tasks 
• New roles for students and teachers 
• Professionalization of teachers 
• Creation ;of a culture that support learning both in classroom and beyond the 
school walls. 
 
Skills 

Guthrie Obsolete (1952) defines skill as the ability to bring about some and results. It must 
be noted here that some bahaviour may offer a greater potential for the acquisition of 
knowledge. This explains why educational reforms must allow the educational counselor to 
identify inherent traits o prospective student in career choice. 

For Bernstein obsolete (1976) skills is a process of mastering redundant degree of freedom 
in the moving organ. In order words, it is conversion to a controllable system. The views of Knapp 
Obsolete (1961) on the concept of skill is that of a continuum from predominantly habitual (not 
require to think) to predominantly perpetual (necessary to think about). Skill acquisition in this 
discourse has to do with obtaining the necessary technique and knowledge by the individual in 
order to perform both discrete and continuous tasks. Highly skilled individual achieve maximum 
outcome with minimum energy (Sparrow, Obsolete 1983). 
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Rural Transformation; Will be used to have same meaning as rural development. FAO 
Obsolete (1988) defines developing in terms of management and conservation of natural resource 
base as well as of technological and institution change towards and future needs o man., Rural 
transformation here has to do with development with respect to the rural environment. 

Brett (1973) defined-rural development as the restricting of the economy in order to satisfy 
the national needs and aspirations of the rural masses, and to promote individual and collective 
incentive to participate in the process of development. 

The last definition of rural development emphasis participation of beneficiary to 
achieve a meaningful development process. The last term the is participatory curriculum 
development. 
 
Participatory Curriculum Development (PCD) 

This concept is an emerging one and so, is yet to have many definitions. However, we shall 
attempt to have one which is defined below: 
Participatory curriculum development is the development of curriculum which involve teachers, 
learners end users on one hand and educational institutions on the while striking a balance between 
the demands of both global and local contexts. 
 
Components of Participatory Curriculum Development (PCD) 

The major component of participatory curriculum development (PCD) is that 
institutional structures that are responsible for curriculum development do not emphasize 
hierarchy. Rather a bottom-top approach is preferred. This have the advantage of addressing the 
felt needs of the least persons or the rural people who are usually targeted 35 beneficiaries of 
reforms. 

This approach is the reason behind the success of the most advance extension system in 
Nigeria known as REFILS as acronym research extension farmer input/making linkage system. 

A second component of participatory curriculum development PCD is that curriculum 
development which is the pivot of agricultural education reforms and skills acquisition should be 
based on topic on training need analysis. This means the content of the curriculum is not based on 
topic and subject with predetermined outcomes which develop by policy- makers and subject 
matter specialist only. The shift from the present situation where the nation council for 
educational research and development decides the curriculum for schools is no longer tenable. The 
system described as national curriculum development is no longer rational. This may well 
explain our present state of high unemployment in the country. 

The third aspect of the Participatory Curriculum Development (PCD) is the all inclusive 
feature of this approach to curriculum development which seeks to include stakeholder rather than 
'exclude them, (Tayor',1998). It removes the monopoly of curriculum development from a small 
group of people and transfers it to teachers, students, end users and all categories of stakeholders. 
 
Role of Agricultural Education Reform and Skill Acquisition in Rural Transformation as a 
Strategy for National Development 

Every society experience changes, which comes from both within and without. This 
explains the modern social order. Reforms will result in incorporating innovation which is reflected 
in-the curriculum content purpose, challenges and current need areas. The updating-process 
enables the rural dwellers not only to be at par with their urban counterpart but also with their 
contemporizes globally. 

Skill acquisition vis-a-vis agricultural education of its aims, objectives, opportunities 
incorporate useful new ideas. Until and useless development cannot be achieved, the rural area as a 
major component of the nation, with its high population may actually detect he pace of national 
development. Of course, reforms itself it not static it must be continual. As Taylor (1998) opined 
there is need for a continual curriculum reform, there is also a need to reflect-changing perspectives 
on the Nature of sustainable agricultural production.  

Information communication technology introduced as part of the reforms will work 
together to provide challenging opportunities. Use of technology have a particularly significant 
impact impact on the schooling of economically disadvantaged students, whose educational 
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experiences frequently have stressed repetitious rate drill on lower order skill with relatively 
tittle attention to the area of comprehensions, problem solving, composition and mathematical 
reason that will support both higher education and functioning in the real world (OTER, 2007). 

Skills acquisition when planned to address the rural people's need is an empowerment 
process itself.; With :the constitutional role of government in employment generation, the type of 
skill, knowledge required by the rural people to earn a living must reflect in what is taught in the 
school. As OTER (2007) observed learning can help rural people to analyze, plan, take action, 
monitor and evaluate a range of issues of activities. This is what is requires to transform the rural 
area and by extension achieve national development. From, the foregoing, it can be observed 
that reforms and skills acquisition will address economic needs social needs socio-economic, 
social, political and health problem of our rural areas. Economic needs will be met by supply of 
skilled labor to solved by teaching demography related topic. One unemployment is reduced, crimes-
ethnicity and political revalry reduce. Of course, health is a major subject in our school 
curriculum which address such contemporary issues as the-teenage pregnancies, HIV/AIDS and 
control of prevalence rate of other STDS. 
 
Importance of Participatory Curriculum Development (PCD) in Agriculture Education 
Reforms Skill Acquisition 

Perhaps one of the greatest problem facing agricultural training institutions is that the 
curricula they are rigid and inflexible, not only in structure and content but in the way I which 
they are developed (Taylor, 1999). The Participatory Curriculum Development (PCD) approach 
removes the above identified weakness through involvement of new stakeholders and use of training 
needs analysis of great importance is the participation of the rural people who are usually regarded 
as the most targeted beneficiaries of reforms programme. The obvious reasons of poverty, disease 
and literacy. Flexibility is introduced by Participatory Curriculum Development (PCD) into reforms 
by removing the hierarchy and allowing for increase networking of group and individuals with the 
introduction of :new linkages and lines of communication opened, there is an increase chance-of a 
Successful result in the process of curriculum development, worthy of mention is the-possibility 
of introducing managerial skill, processing skills, marketing skills and improvement in cooperation 
organization into the rural economy. 
 
Constraints to Agricultural Education Reforms and Skill Acquisition 

The first major constraint that reforms faces resistance. Human beings are afraid of changes. 
In many economics, modern agricultural technology has been adopted either partially or fully as a 
better option-for exploitation of plant and animal resources of a people directly. It fosters higher 
earning and living standard, but indirectly alters the pre-existing social order (Ebii, 2000). 
Resistance is likely expected from the small group of expert who have been .involved the reform. 

Closely related to the above issues is that of unrealistic expectation of stakeholders which 
may be raised at an early stage and may not be met (Taylor, 1998). The adoption of reform 
must make adequate room for incubation period to fully realized the intended result. 
 The involvement of broad spectrum of stakeholders may in additional resources of time, 
efforts and cost which may not be easily met. This calls for budgeting and sourcing for money 
for implementation. The private-public collaboration can be a way out. The weakness in the present 
curriculum may not be identified at the same time. Taylor citing a study (by 
WALLACE,MULHALAND TAYLOR, 1996) on agricultural education and training in sub-
Saharan Africa submits that many curricula are unresponsive to socio-economic and technological 
charges in the rural sector and are inappropriate for the local content. He concludes that many 
curricula do not involve any form of systematic training needs analysis and often adopt delivery 
modes and mechanisms that fail to suit the reality of the situation of people working in rural area. 
An holistic, approach will result in slights variations from region to region to reflect their 
peculiar, needs in knowledge and skills will not be an easy teaks, however, it is achievable The 
current high student-teacher ratio is in itself a major constraints. The quality of teachers and 
attitude to job are real everyday issues in the education sector. These again are surmountable 
challenges. 
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Solution to Identified Constraints 
The remedies to the aforementioned constraints are the adoption of the participatory 

Curriculum Development Approach to the educational reforms. The approach calls for radical 
changes in the hierarchical Curriculum Development Approach (Taylor, Rogers, 1999). Reforms 
should aim at developing a curriculum from exchanges of experiences and information between the 
various stakeholders in the education and skill acquisition programmes. 

Conscious effort should be aimed at only involving stakeholders but making curriculum 
development more flexible, accommodating to their demands, needs and expectations. Adequate 
budgetary provision should be made for reforms exercise. Rose of stakeholder should be 
clearly defined with the constitutionally recognized agency as the facilitation. 

The National Education Research and Development Council could be the facilitator for 
reforms at the Primary and Secondary levels of education, while decentralization of activities, could 
meet the needs of the poorer schools in rural area such measure would facilitate which could 
help to make learning content more relevant to rural needs. (AACTE, 1998). 
 
Recommendation 

Participatory curriculum development with emphasis on the rural areas should be pursued to 
achieve national development. This will bridge what Eric and Stephen (1999) calls knowledge gap 
among urban and rural areas. National Development cannot be achieved without a balance the built up 
areas and the d less built up ones. 
Institutional capacity in the education sector should be strengthened. Adequate budgetary provisions, 
clear definitions of roles all stakeholders, decentralization of reform programmes to agricultural 
education and skills acquisition should be pursed. 

A strong case is made here for the public private partnership in both funding and implementation 
of educational reforms and skills acquisition by policy makers and planners. The Federal Ministry of 
Education should collaborate with rural leaders, farmers, banks, poverty alleviation agencies, NGOs, 
Community Based Organization (CBOs) and the various donor partners to achieve the objectives of 
innovation in our educational systems and skill acquisition. This will guarantee national development. 
National Development while satisfy local needs must respond to global demands to achieve the 
millennium development goals (MDGs) 
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