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MUSIC EDUCATION AS INSTRUMENT FOR THE REALIZATION OF THE SEVEN 
POINT AGENDA FOR NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 
Kate Nneka Anoke  

Abstract 
The realization of seven point agenda for national development is the 
concern of the Federal Government. For this goal to be achieved, education 
has to be the pivot in order to accomplish the points of the six agenda. 
Education is vital in all human endeavors which music education is one of 
them. This paper explains what, education, music education, seven point 
agenda propounded by President Umaru Musa Yaradua’s administration, 
strategies improve quality music education, national development and music 
education in national development mean and ended with conclusion 

 
Introduction  

Education has come to known as the key to development in all aspects of life. In support of 
the above, Umeh (2009) stated that “through education, skills, abilities, habits, attitudes and so on are 
developed”. National Policy on Education (2004) has defined education as “the process that helps to 
develop the whole man, physically, socially and technologically to enable him function effectively in 
an environment in which he finds himself. Enem (1998) observed that education is “a tool for self and 
social improvement. It is a deliberate process of preparing the citizens for useful social living and 
development”. Education is a strong weapon for controlling the destiny of the individual. It is one of 
the basic pursuits in life. An educated man is a golden man. A mind that occupied itself with endless 
search for knowledge will be creative and resourceful of superlative merit. It was education that made 
Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Plato, Aristotle, Wole Soyinka, Ralph Waldo, Emerson, Shakespeare, 
Einstein, Hebermas etc world classics. An educated man cannot be enslaved because knowledge is 
power. That is why, for the youth it is a panacea to a brighter future. No wonder, the Federal 
Government articulated Seven Point Agenda which was release by the Presidency on August 1st 2007 
and Education is one of them. This Seven Point Agenda, if achieve within 2015, would make the 
Nation develop greatly. To achieve this goal, education will play a vital role in accomplishing other 
six points of the agenda. This is because education prepares the young mind for future challenges and 
adversities. This education is necessary in human’s endeavors which music education is one of them.           
 
Music Education 
 Music is a cultural expression. It is determined, moulded, interpreted and dressed or coloured 
by culture and cultural environment of a people. Okafor (1988) states that “music is as much a 
product of man as it is of culture and influence of culture on man. Any study especially that of music 
should be concurrent with the study of the cultural forces which determines it and the environment 
which has influenced that culture” ince music is part of our culture which should be imbibed, 
projected and perfectly transmitted, it has to have a recognized process for which it is acquired, which 
is educational. 
 
 Music education is a study of nature of and modification of human music abilities. Omibiyi – 
Obidike (1987) in defining music education stated that it is “an informal or formal exposure of a 
person to musical situations from birth to adulthood, form observation to participation”. Music 
education is a comprehensive educational system in any society. It is geared towards a functional and 
artistic career. It involves an informal and formal exposure to musical situations from birth through 
the mother and sisters to adulthood through age – groups and various associations. The above 
definitions show clearly that the system of music education is geared towards a functional and 
effective career in music were the children potentialities are developed. 
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Seven Point Agenda Propound By President Umaru Musa Yaradua’s Administration  
They are as follows: 
1. Power and Energy: The infrastructural reforms in this critical sector through the development 

of sufficient and adequate power supply will be to ensure Nigeria’s ability to develop as a 
modern economy and an industrial nation by 2015. 

2. Food Security:  This reform is primarily agrarian-based. The emphasis on the development of 
modern technology, research, financial injection research, product and development of 
agricultural inputs will revolutionalize the agricultural sector leading to a 5 – 10 fold increase in 
yield and production. This will result in massive domestic and commercial outputs and 
technological knowledge transfer to farmers. 

3. Wealth Creation: By virtue of its reliance on revenue from non-renewal oil, Nigeria is yet to 
develop industrially. This reform is focused on wealth creation through diversified production 
especially in the agricultural and solid mineral sector. This requires Nigerians to choose to work, 
as hard work by all is required to achieve this reform.  

4. Transport Sector: The transportation sector in Nigeria with its poor roads networks is an 
inefficient means of mass transit of people and goods. With a goal of a modernized industrialized 
Nigeria, it is mandatory that Nigeria develops its transport sector. The PDP Government has 
already started this process by the ongoing rehabilitation and modernization of the railway. 
While the reforms might take some time to take effect, it is a need that must be addressed. 

5. Land Reforms: While hundreds of billions of dollars have been lost through unused government 
owned landed asses changes in the land laws and the emergence of land reforms will optimize 
Nigerians growth through the release of lands for commercialized farming and other large scale 
business by the private sector. The final result will ensure improvements and boosts to the 
production and wealth creation initiatives. 

6. Security:  An unfriendly security climate precludes both external and internal investment into 
the nation. Thus, security will be seen as not only a constitutional requirement but also as a 
necessary infrastructure for the development of a modern Nigerian economy. With its particular 
needs, the Niger Delta security issue will be the primary focus, marshalled not with physical 
policing or military security, but through honest and accurate dialogue between the people and 
the Federal Government.  

7. Education. The two-fold reforms in the educational sector will ensure firstly the minimum 
acceptable international standard of education for all. With that achieved, a strategic educational 
development plan will ensure excellence in both the tutoring and learning of skills in science and 
technology by students who will be seen as the future innovators and industrialists of Nigeria. 
This reform will be achieved through massive injection into the education sector. 

          
Strategies to Achieve Quality Music Education  
 Due to importance of education, the Federal Government decided to set up quality education 
that will meet up the standards of education of other nations. This is true hence Anoke (2005) stated 
that “quality education is essential to success in an increasingly competitive and ever changing work 
place”. Jellema (2002) saw “quality educational system as one that succeeds in meeting its goals, one 
which is relevant to the needs of children, communities and society; and one that fosters the ability of 
children to acquire knowledge and critical leaning skills”. For knowledge and learning skills to be 
achieved, teachers are major force. In support of the above, Ukeje (1992) noted that “good education 
is the key to modernization and it is the teacher who holds the key”. Teachers are the implementers of 
quality education. It is important, therefore to ascertain the level of awareness and readiness of 
teachers who are going to impact the knowledge to the children. In line with the above statement, 
Anoke (2005) did put forward the following strategies of improving quality music education. 

1. Ensure that every classroom has a qualified and dedicated                 good music teacher who 
turns up every working day to teach. 

2. Inclusion of music education in the school curricular should start right from pre-primary to 
post-primary schools. 

3. Ensure that enough time is allocated to music in the time table. 
4. Music as a subject, should be on its own not alternative to any other subject.  
5. Ensure that every classroom has an adequate supply of text books and learning materials. 
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6. Ensure that enough facilities for practical teaching are provided such as teaching aids (the 
musical instruments, recording and play back equipment and audio-visual aids etc). 

7. Music has many facets and he\she cannot master them all, so areas of specialization should be 
put into consideration. 

 
National Development 

Longman Modern English Dictionary defines development as “a new factor or situation 
which can cause to grow or expand or realize what was potential” National Development is therefore 
national advancement in various fields of endeavors. However, development has come to assume 
various meanings. It is a complex and value-laden term. The various meanings include economic 
growth achieved through the sustaining influence of human resources, development through mass 
literacy; and improvements in Science and Technology, Social change in which there is unity among 
the populace, especially between people of different ethnic groups. 
 

Development therefore, borders on numerous change processes emphasizing economic, 
social, cultural, political and human factors. Development is an integral part of the modern man and 
modern society. Nzomieru (1990) maintained that development well understood is the advancement 
of the whole man i.e. men graduate from less human to more human condition. According to Pope 
Paul IV in Nzomieru (1990), development necessary involves, the passage from misery towards the 
possession of necessities, victory over social scorge, the growth of knowledge, the acquisition of 
culture, increased esteem of the dignity of others; the turning towards the spirit of poverty, co-
operation for the common good,  the will and desire for peace National Development can also be seen 
in unity, stability, health service, educational opportunities, personal freedom and social services. 
However, human resources development is the most important aspect of development. 
 
Music Education in National Development 

The most reliable test of value in the life of any civilization is music. It reveals the highest 
manifestations of any civilization ideals. Therefore music and civilization or developments are 
unavoidably united. The beauty that music exhibits is shown in the culture of the people. The beauty 
in the rhythm, harmony and performance will reveal the beauty in the people’s life. Blacking (1973) 
stated that “music is not a language that describes the way society seems to be, but a metaphorical 
expression of feelings associated with the way society really is. It is a reflection of and response to 
social forces and particularly to the consequences of the division of labour in the society”. 

 
 Music education, preponderantly, enhances the development of every nation through its 
inestimable role in child’s all-round development and highly pronounced in the cognitive sector which 
prepares the child for the future. By this, music has been referred to as subject of subjects. The 
curriculum of the pre-primary and primary classes rests on oars of musical activities that take place at 
each turn. Music dictates the mode of encoding and decoding while making the children develop 
interest in the subjects with more musical accompaniments. Recitations of multiplication tables in 
Mathematics, major rivers and mountains in Geography, number of days of the month in Social 
Studies, poems, verses, religious tenets to mention but a few, enhance the intellectual growth and 
career preparation of the child seen as the future hope. 
 
 Music festivals have gone a long way to project the image of this nation abroad and has 
earned this nation (Nigeria) hard currency. Cultural groups and popular music bands have toured other 
nations and has led to promotion of the country’s image abroad. For instance, Cross River State Music 
Annual Cultural Carnival has in no small measure, contributed immensely in social, political and 
economical enhancement of the state in particular and Nigeria in general. The idea was brain child of 
Donal Duke administration. Its first outing was such a huge success that subsequently, Cross River 
State government never delayed in embracing the concept. 
 

Today, it has helped in creation of employment and empowerment of youths during the 
occasion. It has helped in increasing tourist potentials of the state by bringing in foreigner/tourists 
every year event is taking place. 

Music Education As Instrument For The Realization Of The Seven Point Agenda For National 
Development 
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Important transferable skills are developed through participation in music-making activities, 

skills in communication, problem solving, creative thinking and the use of information technology are 
promoted and developed. In the curriculum, the subject can contribute significantly to pupil’s personal 
and social development. It introduces many to life-long interest in music. 

 
Professional musicians and educators have always played significant roles in the society. 

More recently, the growth of music industry has made a substantial economic contribution to our 
society and has broadened the range of post-school outlets for young musicians. Career in music 
education and support services, the performing arts and the media are all well established. Electronic 
instruments have opened up new dimensions for the increasing number of young people who have 
learned to exploit technology in music making. All these are aspect of national development. 
 
Conclusion 

Federal Governments articulated seven point agenda. Due to importance of education, the 
federal government decided to set up quality education that will meet up the standards of education of 
other nations and for this knowledge and learning skill to be achieved, teachers are very important. 
Music education is vital because it assists to achieve the seven point agenda such as wealth creation, 
education etc.  
 

Therefore it is important to ascertain the level of awareness and readiness of music teachers 
who are going to impact the knowledge to the children through music education. National 
development is national advancement in various fields of endeavors. And Nigeria has advanced in so 
many ways through music education. 
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