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Abstract

The quality of teachers largely determines the qualitydatation in the society. For teachers
to be effective and contribute to nation building, quality of teechmist be improved. Social
networking is the use of websites or other online tedyie$ to communicate with people and
share information and resources. This paper discusses how tocisé reetworking sites life
Facebook, YouTube and Skype in teacher education in order todetparboundaries of
learning beyond the confines of formal classrooms. Finally, ibmenends among other
things that teachers should be trained on the use of sociabn@dionnect their students to
real-world problems.

Education is the bedrock of development of anjonatt is a vital tool for transformation and
societal change. According to Merriam Webster (30Xgélucation is the knowledge, skills and
understanding that you get from attending a Sch@ollege or University. Smith (2016) defined
education as the wise, hopeful and respectfulvatitn of learning undertaken in the belief that al
should have the chance to share in life. He werhéu to say that it is a cooperative and inclusive
activity that looks to help people to live theivds as well as they can. Web Finance Inc. (2016),
defined education as the wealth of knowledge aequby an individual after studying particular
subject-matter or experiencing life lessons thavige an understanding of something. Education is
the act or process of imparting or acquiring gelnlemawledge, developing the process of reasoning
and judgment and generally of preparing oneself otiners intellectually for matured life
(Dictionary.com, 2016). From the above definitioaducation is the development of the abilities of
the mind. Therefore, an educated person is som@boegerceives accurately, thinks clearly and acts
accurately on self-selected goals.

Teacher education is the process of providinghte@cand potential teachers with the skills
and knowledge necessary to teacheffectively inagstbom environment. Teachers are one of the
most critical elements in the learning environmertiey must be well prepared with enthusiastic
characteristics that are necessary for the edurafiall students. Education has been regardeleas t
key that unlocks the door to civilization but tleat¢hers hold the key to the door. Therefore a sound
programme of professional education of teacherssgential for the qualitative improvement of
education. In recognition of this fact, the FedeGvernment of Nigeria resolved that teacher
education will continue to be given a major emphasiall her education planning and development
because no education system can rise above théygohits teachers (FRN, 2004). The goal of
teacher education as stated in the National Policiducation, 2004 are to:

" Produce highly motivated, conscientious and efficdassroom teachers for all levels of our
educational system.

" Encourage further spirit of enquiry and creativityteachers.

" Help teachers to fit into society life of the conmiy and the society at large and enhance
their commitment to national goals.

" Provide teachers with intellectual and professidrakground adequate for their assignment

and make them adaptable to changing situationseahdnce teachers’ commitment to the teaching
profession.

Intending teachers and teachers need help eith@ugh pre-service or in-service teacher education
programs to develop their content knowledge, tpemiagogical skills or the realization of certain

practices.

Oloube (2007) reported that the dimensions of teacinclude the nature and extent of guidance
given to them. He also stressed that their sucicessaching depend on their knowledge, attitude
toward teaching, academic self-concept and expliciterstanding of the profession. Teacher
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education and preparation therefore provide teaolith knowledge, skills and attitude to be fanilia
with the art and science of teaching that in tuweg them confidence to carry out their task.

The Concept of Transformation of Teacher Education

According to Web Finance (2016), transformatioa fgocess of profound and radical change
that orients an organization in a new direction dakes it to an entirely different level of
effectiveness. It implies a basic change of charaend little or no resemblance with the past
configuration or structure. Cambridge English @inary (2016) defined transformation as a complete
change in the appearance or character of sometsjmerially so that that thing or person is improved
Therefore, transformation is a positive changehmm pirocess, act or way of life of a programme or
activity.

The world is fast transforming into a large glopaionnected community with ever-
increasing outreach of information and communicatiechnology. The world is changing from an
industrial society towards a new society whichnifoimation or knowledge society (Ololube, 2007).
Education as an accepted tool of social changerecwhstruction is in the centre of this accelerated
process of social and cultural change. AccordingMiliams (2010), Education is the tool of the
transformation of an individual. Aderogba and Ojtale (2015) reported that Education focuses on a
direction towards positive societal change in onetransform the entire world into a worth-living
environment. Therefore, the education system haevelop its models of education that would take
into account the emerging future scenario of cotatesocieties and create virtual infrastructure tha
would support development and transformation pet@wsards the future knowledge society.

Transforming education is to develop a new paradi@ducation with goals of developing
and transforming existing society into a new knalgke society and teacher are pivoted in supporting
such educational transformation. Only the teacler develop those skills and capabilities required
for building a knowledge society, therefore, thaecteer needs to be transformed first by orientimg hi
in the latest pedagogies and empowering him to Idpveelevant competencies and capabilities
among learners.

Why Teacher Education should be Transformed

The quality of teachers largely determines thdityuaf education in the society. Oni (2001)
stated that the present poor quality of educatioNigeria is a reflection of poor quality teachers.
Therefore, for teachers to be effective and couteitio nation-building, quality of teachers must be
improved.

Education is a vital instrument for national deyghent. The importance of teachers in
making the process of education possible and sskdas inevitable. Okarafor (2014) reported that
teachers are nation-builders and so, any natiealdpment hinges on the abilities of the teactwers
meet the challenges. Hence, the teaching professéamuls to be repositioned to possess all the
attributes or characteristics of a profession. R&pming the teaching profession to meet
developmental challenges in Nigeria should be patarhin the mind of all stakeholders. Teachers
are the pillar to the development and buildingmof aation. Saharan and Seth (2009) reported tleat th
teacher is a maker of man, a foundation of all ation and the civilization of mankind, present and
future. Therefore, no national reconstruction isgiiale without the active cooperation of the teache

A nation is built by its citizens and citizens anelded by teachers and teachers are made by
teacher-educators. The teacher is the maker afdtien, so for the development of the countrysit i
very important to have good teachers and good &saatan be produced only if we have a good
system of teacher education.

Social Networking

Social networking is the sharing of informatiordaservices among people with a common
interest. It is also the use of websites or oth@ine technologies to communicate with people and
share information and resources. Mundy (2012) defisocial networking site as a site that provides a
venue for people to share their activities with ifgrfriends and colleagues or to share their iesgér
in a particular topic. Members create an onlindijgravith biographical data, photos and any other
information they choose to post. They communicaith wach other by making their latest thought
public in a blog-like format or via email, instanessaging or video chat.
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Investopedia (2016) defined social networking las tise of internet-based social media
programs to make connections with friends, famdlassmates, customers and clients. Social
networking can be done for social purposes, busipagoses, academic purposes or all.

Social networking sites used for academic purpbse® shown positive results as students
interact outside of the classroom and thereforéaboetworking sites assist in the learning process
and building community (Mundy, 2012). Blending tteal and virtual worlds inside and outside of
the classroom has shown to increase peer to pdescademic engagement. According to Monopolis
(2014), social networking sites can help build &raid self-confidence and motivation. A research
carried out by Tinto (2007) revealed that socialweeking increases retention in higher education.
Therefore, teachers should be able to use sociaiam® connect their students to real-world
problems. Educators should be powerful role-models provide examples of how to use the most
powerful social media tools to expand the boundasfdearning.

Some Classrooms Social Networking Sites
Facebook
Facebook is the second most popular site on tieenet (Walsh 2001). Facebook page and
profiles can be configured to provide an appropriavel of privacy for coursework by creating a
teacher profile separate from personal profile asking students to create a limited profile with
controlled setting and to friend the new teachefilgr.
The nice thing about Facebook is that many studargsalready familiar and comfortable with it.
Also, in this setting, there is a wall between #itademic use and personal uses students haveefor th
tool, by being in the group you don’t have to bafd anyone or expose your personal information.
Facebook allows instructors to distribute docurmduia posting and messaging) administer
discussion lists, conduct live chat and handle sasgggnments. It is an online application that can
facilitate communication and collaboration betwésculty and students. It allows for interaction and
the sharing of information beyond the confinesasfifal classroom (Monopolis, 2014). It can be used
by students to reflect on the content learned énclassroom, with Facebook, when one student offers
an observation or posts an article, others carorespy commenting on the post. Monopolis (2014)
reported that students who participated in thenen@iroup enjoyed the course more, felt a stronger
sense of belonging and got better grades than thselid not participate.
Facebook can be used for homework, assignmentlassl discussion.

YouTube

YouTube is one of the most popular websites on ittiernet and a vast resource for
educational content (Hicks, 2015). The site is hamever 10 million videos tagged as educational,
many of them submitted by teachers. YouTube enadtletents and educators to discover anything
they want to learn as a part of their academiciauar and extra-curricular activities. Through
YouTube videos, educators can bring scientistsfepsors and experts into the classroom to help
students learn from great illustrations and tutsria

YouTube videos include visual, music, voice-oved aound effects along with information
which keep students much more engaged with theosidélso students spend hours at home
watching television, so educators can take advantdgexposing them to educational videos on
YouTube.

When you want only your students to watch youoriat while flipping a classroom or
providing them with a video resource, use privaetjisgs and set its privacy to private or unlistad.
private video can only be seen by you and the usmrsselect. Making a video unlisted means that
only people who have the link to the video can viewo share an unlisted video, just share thie lin
with the people who you'll like to have accessttarid they’ll be able to see it.

Skype

Skype is a software that allows you to speak ¢e, and instant message other people who
have Skype account wherever they are in the wdirid.an application you download which allows
you to make calls and send messages via the int@raser, 2013). Many people use their computer
for Skype but a phone or TV can also be used. Tida@sSkype allow students in even the most rural
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areas to connect with other students, educatoirstenesting people from around the world creating
myriad educational opportunities.

To use Skype in your classroom, the first thing’ffoeed to do is to install the free Skype
software on your computer and set up a usernardigital projector and external speakers can help
students to see better and hear during the calgthoot necessary.

Skype in the classroom breaks down classroom veaits allows children to be a part of
experiences from around the globe. It makes legrmiore exciting, memorable and engaging for
students.

Here are some of the amazing ways Skype helpbdeaenrich the lives of their students:

i. Take Virtual Field Trips. Students can attend virtual field trips with Skypemeet with
classrooms across the globe allowing them to |ddfarent cultures, teach each other local customs
and discuss national issues. They can also takealifield trip to sites like Museums, historical
attractions and other locations.

ii. Bring Expertsto your classroom: It can be difficult to find experts in various jeitt areas
who are able to travel to your school and sharmeriétion with students. Setting up a Skype call can
be a practical option. To find willing partners,eck with university, museum, Government agencies
or businesses to find potential speakers for ytagsc
iii. Polishing Language Skills: Foreign language teachers have embraced Skypeawexful
tool to reinforce second language acquisition. Bytnering with a class in another country, both
classes can refine their conversational skillsal#o serves as way for students to gain firsthand
knowledge of another culture.

Many teachers have shared online a wealth of examplSkype being used as an application to
engage students in influential and effective leagréxperiences. Teachers can use it to access and
share activities, resources and lesson plans teecdtio other educators and organizations.

Conclusion

The use of classroom social networking facilitatesimunication and collaboration between
instructors and students, allowing for interactiond the sharing of information beyond the confines
of the formal classroom. It makes students to etlji@yr lessons, feel a stronger sense of belonging
and also increases retention in students. All témprove the quality of would-be teachers. &n
teachers tend to teach the way they were taughtll iinvariably improve the quality of education i
the country. Therefore, teachers should be ables¢éosocial media to connect their students to real-
world problems.

Recommendations
Based on the discussion, the following are recontted as steps to ensure the transformation

of teacher education:

I. There should be compulsory in-service training dducators on the use of social media to
enhance effective teaching.

ii. Government should provide ICT facilities in botlteedary and tertiary institutions.
iii. Teachers should be trained on the use of socialamedconnect their students to real-world
problems.
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