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Abstract 
The school is an agent of cultural transmission and the society plans what 
she wants the school to transmit for her. The new world order is hinged on 
science and technology. Anybody who is not scientifically literate in this 
dispensation finds it difficult to live a fulfilled adult life, hence the need for 
the new look secondary education to imbibe this culture and train her 
products accordingly. To achieve this, the preponderance of ethnic violence in 
Nigeria has to be kick led and the new political order stabilized. Then a 
conducive environment would be created for policy dialogue. The 
government should be acquainted with the statistics of what arc required to 
implement the new look secondary education. 

Introduction 
Education is a dynamic instrument of change and requires to constantly change in order for it 

to remain relevant to all ages. The national educational objectives also change in line with the new 
trends in the world polity. It is because of the relevance of education to human life, particularly; in the 
new world order that the phrase "education for all by the year 2000" came into being in Nigeria. 
Okunrotifa (1980) states that education provided in Tanzania served the purpose of Tanzania. He 
therefore intones that Nigeria educational system must continue to serve the needs of Nigerians. 

What are these Needs? 
The recent rise in ethnic consciousness and emergence of ethnic militias like the Oodua 

People's Congress (OPC), Bakassi Boys, Arewa People's Congress, Egbesu Boys, etc. counsels the 
planners of Nigerian educational policy to re-consider the efficacy/relevance or otherwise of the 
existing policy. After all, the ideological framework of the nation's education was laid on five 
cardinal objectives: 

1. a free and democratic society; 
2. a just and egalitarian society; 
3. a united, strong and self-reliant nation; 
4. a great and dynamic economy; 
5. a land of bright and full opportunities for all citizens. (FRN, 2004:6) 

A new look at the Nigerian education system as it affects the adolescents and young adults 
may be to review the relevance and irrelevance of the above philosophy vis-a-vis the implementation. In 
fact in the 1950's and the 1960's, some secondary school graduates wrote degree examinations by 
correspondence and effectively defended such certificates in the world of work, but one can hardly say 
the same thing of our present day secondary education. Why is it so? 

To proffers a solution, this paper considers the objectives of secondary education, the challenges of 
the Nigerian adolescent or young adults in the new millennium, and takes a position on whether it is 
time for a curriculum review or change in Nigeria. It will also review whether the problem is in policy 
planning or policy implementation. 

Issues on Secondary Education in Nigeria 
The FRN, 1998:17 sees the secondary education as "the form of education children receive 

after primary education and before the tertiary stage". The education is categorized into two - the 
junior secondary and the senior secondary of three years each. At the inception of the 6-3-3-4 system of 
education, it was planned that those who would drop out of school after the first years could have 
received enough vocational training to be self-reliant without having to seek for the white colar job. In 
addition, those who intend to proceed to tertiary institution were expected to move in straight without the 
qualifying examinations, but up till date, these aims have remained a mirage.  

Rokopenko (1984), observes that in Russia the secondary education is categorized into three 
grades. The child has the option of completing the education or dropping out. But those who drop out 
have enough technical and vocational training to fend for themselves. This is achieved because good 
instructors and facilities are available to translate what is on paper into reality. 

In addition to the above, the objectives of secondary education in Nigeria include to: 
1. equip students to live effectively in our modern age of science and technology; 
2. raise a generation of people who can think for themselves, respect the views and feelings 



of others, respect the dignity of labour, and appreciate those values specified under our 
broad national aims, and live as good citizens, 

3. inspire its students with a desire for achievement and self-improvement both at school and 
later life etc. (FRN, 2004:18). 

It would be agreed that these are very lofty objectives, which have not been translated into our 
national life. The non-translation of these objectives into the lives of the young Nigerians is part of 
our present day problem. In fact, Nigeria has always been known to have good policies like the 
National Development Plans, The Bagauda report and the yearly budgets. These suggest that our 
problem is not good planning, but the implementation of the plans. 

In the new millennium, Nigeria must brace up-with the demands of secondary education. 
Modamori (1999), opines that: 

education Tor living must make children and adults ready to be leaders and 
followers in the task of nation-building. Although it is not specifically 
job-oriented, the school should aim al giving children the basic concepts, 
understanding, values, attitudes, abilities and skills that they will require to 
enter into the world and establish themselves in it. Such education must 
therefore release the springs of personality development. It must be geared 
towards national unity, national reconstruction, and social as well as 
economic progress, (p-7). 

In essence, perimeter for measuring the success, or otherwise of secondary education in 
Nigeria, is the performance of its graduates in the larger society. 

It is expected that the emergence of a democratic government in Nigeria may help to re-orient 
Nigerians towards new values and mores. However, the long period of poor implementation of 
government policies arising from bad leadership, cynicism and apathy of individuals and apparent 
chaos and disorder in our society have all contributed in making it difficult for Nigeria to realize her 
potentials in everything. Worst still, education which would have served as the major tool for mass 
mobilization and social justice was neglected and bastardized. 

The launching of the Universal Basic Education (UBE), gives some hope that education may 
be coming back to its good old days. That is, if the government is ready to attend to the demands of 
NUT, COEASU, ASUP and ASUU, and stop playing politics with the new minimum wage. The 
success of the UBE also depends on the government's willingness to re-ignite the moral and 
enthusiasm of teachers in teaching. 

In addition, the teachers are not going to work in an empty environment almost all the public 
secondary schools in Nigeria have completed their life cycles, and are currently dead in terms of 
facilities. The introduction of the UBE, may bring about an unmanageable population explosion in the 
secondary school system except if the government takes care of the necessary logistics - financial 
implications, statistics of expected school enrolment, training and re-training of teachers etc. 

The Place of Nigerian Adolescent and Young Adults in Secondary Education 
The learner is a very important variable in curriculum planning. This is because, it is the 

learner that goes through the process and either acquires the required norms that would positively 
change the society or bring about negative change. To this effect, it is one thing for the nation to 
desire to make every Nigerian scientifically literate, but it is another thing, for the learners to see 
relevance in the programme. As the saying goes, that you can take a horse to the stream, but you 
cannot force it to drink.  

The interest of the learner is therefore, sought in the selection of the content which the learner is 
expected to embibe. The consideration for the selection of content, according to Onwuka (1984), are 
validity, significance, utility, interest and learnability. If the learner does not see relevance in the 
content and has no interest in it, then forget it. 

The activities of the cultists and ethnic militia tend to be fashionable to the youth of these 
days. Although this is attributable to the long period of misrule by the military adventurists. They left 
behind suppression and oppression. To change situation will require a refocussing of the national 
attitude. 

It is not as if the school curriculum under the military was designed to inculcate undesired 
values, but the young adults live in the society and copy what the adults do. Moreso, the military era 
did not create avenue for the youth to burn off their energy and they directed it to other things (Umar, 
1999). In fact, lack of employment opportunities discouraged those in the school from continuing with 
their education. This situation seemed more prevalent in Igbo land. All the same, the advent of Area 



Boys in Yoruba land suggests its being a national problem. Almajirism in the North, may not be an 
offshoot of any social pressure. It is more like a culture. 

It is said that the Universal Basic Education (USE) is free and compulsory. Let us hope that 
the youth would now be engaged in more meaningful things so that they can contribute their own 
quota to the national development. 

Secondary Education in the New Millennium 
The age we are living in now is the age of computer and multi-media communication. This 

requires that the training of secondary school students should be geared towards scientific literacy. 
According to Olorundare (1999:12), "a scientifically literate individual understands the nature of 
scientific knowledge, applies appropriate concepts, principles and laws to interact with the universe 
and uses the process of science to make decisions and solve everyday life problems". The way the 
advancement in science and technology is moving, it will be dangerous not to aspire to change with 
the changing circumstances. 

The scientific literacy in per se is not about solving Quadratic equations, but making one 
functionally literate enough to use the products of science. Anybody in this age who cannot follow the 
manual and operate a television set is worse than a blind man. The concept of scientific literacy 
therefore is aimed at improving the quality of life as one may not need a quite to live a full adult life. 

Consequently, the dimensions of scientific literacy in its elementary form would include an 
individual's: 

1. familiarity with the natural world in the sense of recognizing the diversity and unity 
contained in it, 

2. appreciate and understanding of the basic key concepts and principles of science, 
3. awareness of ways in which science relates to and depend on other important disciplines 

such as mathematics and technology, 
4. realization of the fact that science and technology are important aspects of human 

enterprises and as such, have both strengths and limitations, and 
5. ability to utilize scientific knowledge and ways of thinking for individual and social 

purposes (Olorundare, 1999:12). 

The implication of the above is that a new look secondary education should galvanize the 
curriculum planners to survey the realities of our time and reflect it in the programme of the school. 
basically, the purpose of curriculum planning "is to design a programme of education for a society 
which can foster its ideals and values" (Onwuka, 1984:39). In essence, the new look secondary 
education must incorporate in its programme, values that will suppress ethnic chauvinism, religious 
bigotry, violence and corruption. 

Education must encourage unity hard work and honesty. All these are subsumed in the scientific 
knowledge. Hope is not lost. It takes a generation to effectively effect a social change through the 
school. The government should engage real professionals and not politicians or retired bureaucrat, in 
designing a programme of change in our curriculum so that the adolescents will play their rightful role 
in moving the nation forward. 
Recommendations 
1. The funding of education should be taken seriously because education is a capital intensive 

project. Be that as it may, no responsible government can totally privatize her education. 
2. The 21st century, is totally dependent on science, technology and their applications in all 

facets of life. The clerks, messengers, administrators etc. require scientific literacy to be 
relevant in the present day world of work. The government should stop paying up service to 
"her intention to make Nigerian scientifically literate. To this effect, the nation's institutions of 
learning should be equipped to expose the learners to the demands of work life. 

3. The economic recession in the late 1980s and early 1990s, affected most industries that; they 
no longer provide the practical experience their workers require due to lack of machines and 
other equipment. So the government as much as possible should make the students gain 
enough experience in school to make them function effectively in the society. 

4. All prospective teachers should be required to go through a prescribed minimum training in 
the science before graduation. It will be an equivalent of general studies, but more rigorous 
than the general studies. 

Conclusion 
The new look secondary education may end up as a conceptual impossibility unless conscious 

efforts are made to ensure that the nation's nascent democracy is stabilized. Our historical antecedents 
shows that it is only during a democratic frame work that policy dialogue can work. The military 



plundered the economy and introduced cultism into the nation's educational system. So all hands must 
be on deck to ensure that democracy survives in Nigeria, The aggrieved ethnic nationalities should be 
civilized by negotiating for reconciliation. Fortunately, the Human Right Abuse and Investigation 
Panel, is there to treat such cases. With a conducive environment, the curriculum theorists can then 
design how to re-ignite love for the nation in the hearts of young Nigerians through education. It 
would also be a platform to decide whether the existing educational practice is relevant. If not, what 
are the things to be added or subtracted. 
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