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Abstract

The paper examined the influence of information and communication technology (ICT) on
peace education and peace culture in secondary schoolsin Nigeria.

Concept of information and communication technology was defined. It discussed e-learning,
e-teaching and importance of ICT. Peace education and peace culture in secondary schools
were defined and highlighted. Influences of ICT on peace education and culture in secondary
schools were enumerated. The paper among others recommended that positive integration of
ICT, peace education and peace culture are vital for proper devel opment of students. Positive
influences of ICT on peace education and peace culture such as fastest means of
disseminating good information, learning skills on cooperation and good virile environment
among students and teachers were encouraged, while negative influences of ICT on peace
education such as bad social networks/ war-like films, pornography and internet fraud were
discouraged.

Education in secondary schools could be greatlyaecdd if teachers were to be computer
literate and use ICT applications to impart knowlkednd skills to pupils in secondary schools, the
spring-board for all technological and social knbaw. ICT is the leading van to the global market
through effective interactions in the internet. Eerthe Federal Republic of Nigeria in its National
Policy on Education (2004) said that, governmeiatlghrovide necessary infrastructure and training
for the integration of ICT in the school systemracognition of the role of ICT in advancing
knowledge and skill in the modern world. ICT is mculum friendly since almost all aspects of the
curriculum are treated in the internet. Aluyi (2DIfosited that new and emerging technologies
challenge the traditional process of teaching aadning and the way education is managed. As a
global challenge, ICT is used in schools and wa&p$s (hospitals, offices, banks etc...) including
homes. Eze (2008), opined that computer has taken most of man’s activities in business,
industries and social life. Fortunately, the knadge of ICT could be acquired in both formal and
informal settings. It is now the duty of governméntparents or teachers to make available ICT
Components to students in secondary schools towittethe challenges in the global market.

ICT offers diversified curriculum for all knowleddee it informal, non-formal or formal
education. Education is a life-long process whidh kelp the learner to live constructively and
harmoniously in the society and integration of li@Tbasic education and senior secondary education
will enable the learners have rapid access to jdegeeriences from a range of knowledge, different
fields, cultures, social and economic values (UkpoB012). Information and communication
technology (ICT) is essential to all human endesvorthis millennium, hence, it is necessary to
reinforce its application through effective teaghand learning in secondary schools, the bedrock of
all professional endeavors.

Concept of Information Communication Technology

Information simply means processed data. Informat® said to be data that have been
processed, analyzed, interpreted and meaningfuhdorecipient of the message. The significant
element in information is message which is accuraé@ble or unreliable, concise and informative,
Isicher, in Olusola (2007).

Communication simply means the process of tranefginformation from one source to the
other. Computers and telecommunications equipmsuth as television videos, satellites, tape
recorders, mobile phones, power points and rad®yaious means of communication. A computer
is an electronic machine that is capable of rengivistoring, manipulating and retrieving data
speedily and efficiently as at when needed. Itasfex described as best educational technology
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medium for individualizing instruction. Its applit@n as solution of educational problem is a medium
described as Computer-Based Education (CBE) (Aspg0@v).

E-L earning (Electronic L ear ning)

E-learning is type of technology which allows onebe educated on any subject, at any time
and anywhere, as far as one has a properly coefiggpomputer connected to the internet. People
learn from programmes in the computer and couldadmmpanied with voice. E-learning is new
educational technology, based on well designed atenp-based course ware, that efficiently delivers
educational materials to students allowing thenbetter teach themselves. E-learning is internet-
based learning. It provides faster learning at ceducosts, increased and clear accountability Ifor a
participants in the learning process Harris (2007).

E-Teaching (Electronic Teaching)

In conventional or traditional teaching, the leasigave direct touch with the teacher while in
e-teaching the teacher prepares a course or praoggafor unseen students bearing in mind the
guestions and feedbacks necessary for student am.le€E-teaching could be compared with
preparation of lesson notes and methods or slalistiie transmission of knowledge. E-teaching
should not refer to the automation of live teachisgt now does. Instead, it should mean the crati
or deployment of computer-based educational tolodg tleliver all of the elements of effective
teaching: customized information, assessment, ga@aand examples, independent of their creation,
in much the same way that books deliver informa#ind entertainment of their author(s)

(Haris, 2007).

Application of ICT in Secondary Education

Education is the aggregate of all the processenadgns of which a person develops abilities,
attitudes and forms of behaviour of positive valu¢he society in which one lives. In recognitioh o
this the Federal Republic of Nigeria in its natibpalicy on education provided the broad goals for
secondary school education, which are to preparéttividual for:
(a). Useful living in the society and (b). Highedueation. Moreover, education at this level will
provide technical knowledge and vocational skikcessary for agricultural, industrial, commercial
and economic development (Federal Republic of Nag&RN, 2004). Moreover, as a response to the
global concern towards the eradication of illitgraon 30" September 1999, the President and
Commander in Chief of the Federal Republic of NgeOlusegun Obasanjo, launched the UBE
programme at Sokoto (Ikwuegbu, 2007). The Basication shall consist of 9 years education: 6 of
primary school and 3 years junior secondary. Trecbeducation shall include adult and non-formal
education for adults and youths that are out obgtlsystem, and computer education is in the

curriculum. For integrating ICT into secondary ealimn, both government and other state
holders of education shall consider the following,

. Training of Teachers

. Provision of ICT based curriculum resources

. Technical support

. Policies or legislation for effective implementatio

. Content of training materials

. Language of software and instruction

. Learner-centered approach and stakeholder’s inucdwe.

. Competent manpower tutors and effective maintena@gkure (Ukpong,

2012). ICT is very essential for individualizedri@ag, comparative studies, research, comprehensive
knowledge and skill developments / acquisitionenadary education. Teacher pedagogy of face to
face method is no longer emphasized rather the roain task of the teacher is to create an enabling
environment that may bring desirable change indheners. ICT accelerates student’s basic skills in
school subjects like science, mathematics readmggeography and challenges individual learning
(Onuma, 2007). The use of the internet has broalgbtt intimidating explosion and evolution in the
storage, speed, exchange and dissemination ofatoon.
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Concept of Peace Education and Peace Culture

Peace education is a process of acquiring the sagegalues, knowledge and developing the
attitude, skills and behaviours to live in harmonith oneself, with others and with the natural
environment. In Nigeria, many teachers in schootdleges, institutes and universities seem to be
teaching peace education without calling it by nameer such subject titles as education for canflic
resolution, human rights, environmental educatiomjc education, citizenship education, social
studies, religious education and moral instructigunsanya, 2014). Peace education is very vital
for tranquility, and non-violence in secondary salko Peace culture as opined by UNESCO in
Ikediugwu (2014) is set of values, attitudes, mooebehavior and ways of life that reject violence
and prevent conflicts by tackling their root cauges solve problems through dialogue and
negotiations among individuals, groups and nati&@tadents that imbibe this culture will develop
friendly behavior. Social media among others, h&lplents to form friends faster in as much as it
could lead them to promiscuity. Peace culture isedaon the universal values of respect for life,
liberty, justice, solidarity, tolerance, human tigland equality between man and woman. It implies
informing the students on the consequences of na@usacial injustice, the value of peaceful and just
social structures, and working to uphold or devedoph said structures. Peace involves encouraging
the students to love the world and to imagine acekedh future, caring for the students and
encouraging the students to care for others. Pedducation is important because according to
Ahanonu (2013) the West African sub-region has bglagued by incessant ethnic and religious
conflicts, intra-ethnic and state violence thatéeasulted in loss of lives and properties and eleegp
social economic insecurity.

Peace-Education and Peace Culturein Nigeria Secondary Schools
Peace is freedom from hostility, conflict, war, atjseement, corruption, destruction and
cultism. Peace is an indication of good governahetger informed citizens, less stressed indivislual
peaceful environment, reconciliation, cohesive argtidevelopment and effective communication.
Peace education though a millemmum developmenssemngial to be included in the secondary
education curriculum since it is essential for eimgusustainable social transformation. ICT is also
important for teaching and learning of Peace-Edacah secondary schools because students have
access to the internet and other multimedia compsrteat can have positive expression of peace or
negative expression of peace.
It is the work of the teacher and other stake-hottfeeducation to help students watch, practice or
emulate positive peace practices. Peace-Educakitia that could be inserted into the secondary
education curriculum include:
I love my country / patriotism.
Developing peaceful environment and good infrastmec
Collaborative and co-operative skills.
Peaceful co-existence
Honesty and Trust
Modesty is a virtue
Conflict resolution / management of crisis
Reconciliation and Humility
Forgiveness / endurance
Listening and patience
Anger management / self control
Gender tolerance
Hatred for war, willful killing and confrontation
Hatred for cultism
Kindness / Philanthropy
Love and compassion
Obedience to authority & Prayer
Self respect and respect for others
Equity and consideration for others
Maturity and integrity
Acceptance of good cultures and values.

VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVYVYY
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Proper encoding and decoding of information (hgathmmunication).

Abhorrence of crime / prison yard.

Abhorrence of examination malpractices

Abhorrence of quarrelling and confrontation

Love for good leadership

Hatred for ethnicity and religious violence

Pro-life commitment / Anti-abortion

Hatred for homosexuals, lesbians sex addicts

Hatred for drugs addiction / smoking

Search for potential knowledge and fear of God.

(Kaitholil, G. 2009 and Ihejirika S., Yamah, M, Mipau J & Albert 1.O, 2001).

Peace-Education in secondary schools can be domegth media, workshops, conferences, families,
teachers, church and voluntary agencies. It is sitipe foundation for social transformation,
economic development, peaceful disposition and xistence which has great import on global
progress and unity.

YVVVVVVYVYVVYVYYVY

Influences of ICT on Peace Education and Peace Culturein Secondary Schoolsin Nigeria

ICT has both positive and negative influences oacpeeducation in secondary schools.
Danjuma (2014) described social media as sociataantion among people in which they create, share
or exchange information and ideas in virtual comities and networks. People obtain information,
education, news and other data from electronic jamat media. Social media are distinct from
industrial or traditional media such as newspapetsyisions and films as they are comparatively
inexpensive and accessible to many. Industrial eneginerally require significant resources to
publish information as in most cases, the artigeshrough many revisions before being published so
many people cannot afford the use of it. Social imeday expose children to images of alcohal,
tobacco and sexual behaviors which are capablehwdrie capable of stimulating breach of peace in
long run.

Due to speed and vast membership involved and wstilfeits complicated message nature
makes it dangerous to send negative informatiors@@al network for it moves faster than wild fire.
One can sow a seed of discord using social mede.iristance, the fast spread of bombings and
killings in Nigeria could raise negative emotiomaang students of different ethnic groups. Global
peace is at the mercy of social media users. Theraf usage can either make or mar peaceful co-
existence. News media and television journalismgmiag less important while social networking
sites such as Facebook, YouTube, and twitter peog@hstant source of news to users. Words that
create division and pain should be fizzled out frdiscussion. Students ought not to be involved in
internet fraud, hijacking data, imitating use adéeent dressing/clothes as seen in the social netywo
mimicking war-like attitudes and corrupt attitudesrtrayed through ICT components. Social net
works includes face book, twitter, whatsapp, 2go. @nd portray undue and improper sexual
exposure, cyber bullying and deception (eg. Cyn@®éakago; a post graduate students of Nasarawa
State University was deceived and killed througtisdmetwork waste of valuable time especially to
the extend chatting, crippling addition to the extthat calls could be from be made while driving
and bad social influence arising from obnoxiougwek like sagging, immoral songs, and amorous
cangudues and gestures, (Nwabineli, 2014).

Proper behaviour pattern has to be mention by d$dieals, teachers and students to subdue
bad influence of ICT on peace education.

These bad attitudes can disrupt peace in schomidefts make use of social media a lot, so
teachers have to supervise them.

Good Influence of ICT on Peace Education and Peace Culture

Application of school policies, rules and regulasowill promote peace education and
culture. There is need to sensitize students onepealture in schools through posting encouraging
words on Facebook such as “let us love one anatfi@ée use of virtual library will definitely reduce
incidence of examination malpractices because stadeill study well and there will be no need to
have policemen around for examinations in scho@d. has the fastest means of disseminating
information. Students will be linked to have a riegdand writing skills, occupied with access to
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scholarships, job opportunities, adverts drawirggs, Peace culture will reduce the incidence of
cultists and internet fraud. Through televisionjpetors, students can learn about good leadership,
freedom, reconciliation as peace keeping force ampus. Ikediugwu (2014) suggested that peace
education must be planned to include programs arflicoresolution which should be centered on
social behavioral systems as conflicts, trainirgjvilduals to resolve inter-personal disputes thioug
techniques of negotiation and peer meditationniegrto manage anger, love, justice and equity and
improve communication through skills such as lisignidentifying needs and separating facts from
emotions. Peace education is needed in Nigeriandecp schools for transformation in religious
beliefs to avoid fundamentalism, economic reasonavbid violence ranging from hunger, poverty
frustration, political reasons, to establish peakeb-existence and entrepreneurship for self
employment. Social networking has the potentialkeéping abreast with friends, relatives and
acquaintances, getting to know new friends anddbanquitted with the circumstances surrounding
them and the world at large, (Nwabineli, 2014).

Importance of Peace-Education in Secondary School

. Provide conducive atmosphere for teaching and ilegwn

. Better out-put in internal and external examination

. Foundation of great social and economic developmofktite country.
. Empowerment for human rights, love and happiness.

. Good Leadership

. Less stress and violence

Congtraints of Peace-Education in secondary schools

. Poor home training

. Negative exhibition of immoral behaviour.

. Poor supervision of instruction.

. Cultism, Fighting and quarrelling among students.
. Poor recreational facilities and involvement.

Strategiesfor promoting Peace-Education in secondary schoolsinclude:
Good classroom management skills by teacher andeptiag disruptive classroom
behaviours.
Using bill boards to sensitize the students witforimation such as, “Fighting is Highly
Prohibited.
Providing counseling services for students espgaialtists and other deviants.
Assigning students team / co-operative works.
Equity in treatment of students, avoiding gendscidnination, and violence.
Ensure that schools rules and regulations are kept.
Pornographic and immoral films/CDs have to be regdofrom children, since they act what
they see.
Certificate / Material reward could be given to gedoving students or well behaved
students.

Teacher has to teach students to be securityiowmss

YV V VVVVVY V¥V

Conclusion

Influence of ICT on peace education has both p@siéind negative impact on the lives of
students in secondary schools. Students need géapalure in various fields of knowledge through
ICT. Peace education and peace culture are alsdede®r peaceful co-existence and good
relationship with others. However, immoral acts,rwgé&ills, religious conflict, assassinations etc,
displayed in ICT component especially the sociatlimespread very fast through social media and
induce student to be brutal, lawless and immordlstate holders of education should monitor the
ICT components used by students to prevent sdisial i
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Recommendation

Based on the discussion on Influences of ICT oncg@eaducation and peace culture in
secondary schools in Nigeria the following recomdagions were made:

. Workshops/seminars should be organized for botdestis and teachers for correct and
relevant application/use of ICT.

. Funding of Education should be taken seriouslylbgtake-holders of the education.

. Peace-Education and Peace Culture should be madéatoay in all secondary schools in
Nigeria.

. Peace-Education curriculum should be well prepardi into the existing social challenges.

. Students should be discouraged from watching war pornographic films, reading or
involving in conflict raising issues.

. All their internet and multimedia activities shollé supervised from time to time by stake-
holders of education to discourage negative teridenc

. Policies should be made to control users of sauiaflia & legislation should handle evil
users of the media.

. Software & hardware n Peace Education and Peaceir€whould be made available to

schools for teaching of subjects like Religious &ral instruction, guidance & counselling &
lotions education.
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