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Abstract
Music is an art and music education is the study of the various aspects of music
as a way of life, with a major essence of applying the knowledge for
development and productivity. However, there is no subject whether in the
pre-primary, primary or even secondary school that does not lend to the
services of music perhaps to facilitate teaching/learning of the subject.
Music Education and the arts provide effective learning opportunities to
the general student population, yielding increased academic performance,
reduced absenteeism and better skill building. It is therefore necessary to
appreciate the role of music education in the building of a pragmatic society
for employment and productivity. This paper therefore discusses Music: the
concept of Music- Education, the role Of Music Education in achieving a
successful curriculum reform and mplementation for employment and
productivity in Nigeria, and projects -ecommendation for posterity.

Every child in Nigeria should have education in any major aspect of the creative arts,
especially music, fine-art, drama, or dance. This is a reality that should not be challenged by anyone
involved in education. Even though we truly acknowledge the limited time and funding for
instruction, the inclusion of music and the arts in every child's education is often,
subjectively diffused to a distant wish rather than a means to a necessary end..."An Exciting
Reality". The kids and the society should be exposed to formal training in music education, thereby
realizing the benefits of music programmes in real substantial ways. Incidentally, this seems a hard
choice to school Administrators who should have a growing body of convincing research, through
their association with the kids, thereby sending a clear message to decision makers on the right choices
to make.
Though Nigeria Education has witnessed many reforms since independence, beginning with the
first National curriculum conference held in Lagos, 1969, organized by the Nigerian Education
Research council (NERC), according to Mbahi,(1999), not much has been realized within the arts like
Music, drama and Fine-art. The conference which graduated to the 6-3-3-4 system of Education in
Nigeria, now referred to as Nine years Basic Education Curriculum has little to boast of with
regards to Music. To what extent then has all these reforms changed the attitudes of our
administrators and other officials towards relegating Music education to a distant wish rather an
exciting reality, thereby hampering the real essence of music?. Should these be real formal set-ups, music
classes would be held inside classrooms where several options serious enough to take music education up a
notch, would be presented. Those who venture in this endeavour can therefore become professional
musicians, music teachers, studio technicians and engineers as well as directors and producers in the
field. As it is common knowledge that music education is a potential job- driven course and very productive
in a variety of ways, why then is the course treated or embrace with laxity and several inexcusable
gimmicks?
What is Music?
Music is a subject that is one of the most consistently threatened to be terminated in our
schools, (Tristan,2009). As one who JS at the Centre of human resources in music, I have established a
clear philosophy on why music and the other arts are only regarded as supportive subjects, and
placing more emphasis and funding on what is today classified as "Core Subjects." Music inspires and
generates wondrous sensations but as every opportunity is a learning opportunity, we tend to purposely
search out new discoveries and theories in mathematical equations, physics, chemistry, English and
others within those sciences therein, and marveled at the means of their existence. This in turn, causes a
Knowledge Review Volume 26 No. 2, December, 2012

86

Boniface S. Akpan

downgrade or worse yet, a cancellation of the arts programmes which naturally help students feel the
wonderment of discovery.
Researching Howard Gardener's theory of multiple intelligences, music is outlined as one of the
basic human forms of intelligence. The beauty however, is that it allows us to foster many other
forms of intelligence. (Howard, 2008). ^
The logical mathematical intelligence is defined as the ability to detect patterns and think
logically. Edwine, (2008) explained that music helps us to see patterns in chord progression when
we are analyzing classical music or preparing to improvise music. Bodily-Kinaesthetic intelligence is
defined as using your whole or parts of your body to solve a problem. Not only do we use our fingers,
hands and diaphragm to create musical pitch, but we also pay attention to body position and breath
support to make that pitch more pleasing to human ear. Music lends its services to almost all aspects
of life. It is something that benefits every individual. Physically and spiritual, music plays an
integral role even in our personal development. Our needs and desires are expressed vividly
through songs. It creates an insight into some of the most talented people of our history. MUSIC
allows us to develop other aspects of our minds, by giving us a multi-faceted form of expression
that we can use to gain a better insight into the world around us. However, it is not enough
explaining all these. Rather, an attempt to establish a clear understanding of what music is, as a
wonderful tool for employment, self-reliance and an abode of productivity can go far in
changing the ideology and philosophy that has submerged or almost terminated the subject at our
schools and colleges.
The Concept of Music-Education
Music is a subject that covers a lot of topics that span through many other subjects. These
topics include Theory, history, acoustics, African music, Performance ensemble, instrumentation,
musicology, harmony and many others. The teaching and learning of all these topics relating
music is Music Education.
Naturally, music has its foundation from the formative years of childhood. As babies, when
carried by their mothers, lullaby is sung to calm the sucking urge of the child. While working and
involving in home chores, mothers sing beautiful traditional songs to ease boredom and relieve from
burden. Other children in the environment play kid's music. With local cans and toys they sing
and dance. It continues to a time when these children are made to join choirs, school bands, marching
groups and even glee clubs culminating in a fundamental development and expansion of their basic
comprehension of music. So, music education is in us, with us and then through us when
established in a formal set- up. In order for one to have a better understanding of music from the
roots, the history of music is considered to be very significant. This is where the origins of music
genres, musical instruments and all other things discussed in music lessons are given due discourse.
Another important component of music education is music theory. According to Larry Scripp,
"this is what actually separates the learned musician from the casual one." Chords, intervals,
composition types and major progressions are embedded in music theory. More to it, a child's ability
to analyze music is highly developed. It has been proven that taking up lessons in the major
musical instruments, dance and voice has many benefits which include better physical and
social health, better mental state, development of creativity, confidence, and compassion. While
playing, dancing or singing, one's state of stress wanes. For one to pursue music as a serious career, one
must be involved in music education. Books, instructional videos, the Internet and other
available resources can help one to advance in the study of music.
There are people who are big professionals in the other fields like medicine,
engineering, architecture, to mention but a few, but are Casual big fans of music, They adapt to
scenes where music is taught and practiced. Their exposure to music see them writing music reviews,
performing with beautiful musical instruments to virtuosity and even engaging themselves in
productions with highly rated entertainers.
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The Concept Of music-education goes far beyond the classroom. Its benefits culminate into
self-employment, high productivity, extermination of stress, idealness and generation of confidence,
self-esteem and fulfillment. Outside the classroom, one can study music with a music lesions provider
or enlist wherever music programmes are taught. By so doing, one's chance of getting solid comprehension
of the course are by far larger, compare to just jumping over random resources. As music studies
requires monitoring and close guide, learning music becomes more effective.
The Role of Music Education in Curriculum Reform and Implementation
Music education is a broad subject that requires attention and demands its full place in the
curriculum and implementation. According to Mike, (2007), "He hears people asking how do we fix the
education system, He answers them that we need to do the opposite of what is happening, cutting
budgets by cutting music programmes. Nothing could be more awful than removing the ability for the
left and right brain to function. Ask a Chief Executive Officer (CEO) what they are looking for in
an employment and they will say they need people who understand teamwork, people who are
disciplined, and people who understand the big picture. You know what they need? They need musicians.
The curriculum is a comprehensive document that houses principles, policies, deigns and mechanical of
practice in every subject. The mission of this document is to build a synergy towards a growing
pragmatic society, a habitat for productive, disciplined and practical people. "For the teacher to be able
to interpret the curriculum smoothly and effectively they need some basic creative knowledge and
skills that would enable them develop, produce, sketch or illustrate, play with confidence to enhance
their teaching and facilitate learner's understanding. By so doing, the challenges hindering curriculum
implementation at school level would be reduced. (Eginana, 2009).Success in society, of course is predicated
on success in school. Any music teacher or parent of a music student can call to mind, anecdotes about
effectiveness of music study in helping children become better students. Skills learned through the
discipline of music, these stones commonly point, transfer to study skills, communication skills
and cognitive skills useful in every part of the curriculum. From the way the discipline of music
is being studied, particularly through participation in Ensembles, students are helped to
learn to work effectively in the school environment.
The term "Core academic subjects" means English, Mathematics, Language arts or
Reading, Sciences etc. But I believe that music which is relegated to almost extermination is a
deprivation of the right brains from functioning and contributing to building a productive society.
No child is supposed to be left behind. Music has a great power for bringing people together.
According to Tod Turner, Turner Broadcasting System, "with so many forces in this world acting to
drive wedges between people, it is important to preserve those things that helps us experience our
common humanity". "Music is one wa y for young people to connect with themselves, but it
is also a bridge for connecting with others. Through music, we can introduce children to the
richness and diversity of human family and to the myriad rhythms of life". Daniel A Carp, Eastman
Kodak company Chairman and CEO. Music is five core subjects in one, if properly harnessed in the
curriculum and its implementation. There is need for the government to re-emphasize the teaching and
learning of music in the primary, secondary and tertiary schools. It is also very pertinent to
provide the right funding for full establishment of this subject for the good of the society and our
country, Nigeria. In an endangered risk-prone or compounded society of youths, where lack of jobs
and anguish prosper, those who internalize music, acquire good skills in production and
instrumentation never lack or wonder. They are self-employed, self reliant, disciplined and
very productive.
Music is an extremely rich kind of experience in the sense that it requires cognition, emotion
and aesthetics. It develops performance skills and individual capacities. Larry Scripp, a researcher
with Harvard project zero who investigated how intensive music study could serve as the basis for
academic excellence, attempted to identify innovative ways to incorporate music into the curriculum
and then measure its impact. Among findings: notational skills in music not musical performance
correlate positively with achievement in mathematics and performance. "The ability to process
musical symbols and presentations, a skill relegated to the training of the talented few in the past, is a
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leading predicator of music's association with learning in other subject areas". Musical pitch is more
predictive of mathematical ability while rhythm is more predictive of reading ability. In response
to Script, (2008), Catterall, (2008) stated that "Since our education systems ideally focus on
academic and social development, the arts should legitimatel y be considered in the array of
potential instructional strategies contributing to these goals"... Teitelbaum and Gillis,(2004).
Therefore, this Burgeoning range of data shown above, supports a long established base of
anecdotal knowledge to the effect that music education plays a major role in curriculum reform, and
a liberal implementation definitely, culminates into success in School and in Society...But all
depends on an array of unreserved abilities beginning from the teacher.
Conclusion
Music Education is a very viable and important course. "It instills in students the habit of
mind that last a lifetime; critical analysis skill, the ability to deal with ambiguity and to solve problems,
perseverance and a drive for excellence. The creative and skilled child developed through the arts, carry
them toward new ideas, new experiences and new challenges, not to mention personal satisfaction. This is
the intrinsic value of the arts, and it cannot be overestimated". Rod, (2005). It is therefore necessary for
teachers to acquire good enough skills in teaching, and mastery on the basic musical instruments for
effective and very efficient teaching. As the teacher is the mirror of every learner, mastery of good
skills by the learner will be transferred directly to the society. The application of such skills in
instrumentation, production, annotation and even directing culminates into self-employment and
extreme productivity, confidence and self-esteem. If music education is therefore properly harnessed, it
will generate self-employment, and the curriculum in turn, will be fulfilled as attaining its realistic goal.
Recommendations
For music-Education to successfully impact on the Society and Schools, so as to create
employment and self-productivity,
(1)
The government must re-emphasize the teaching and learning of music in our Schools.
(2)
Music sh ould b e gi v en its full p lace as a cor e subj ect in t h e curriculum and the
right funding must be made to enhance proper services and realistic results. By so
doing, the basic musical knowledge and skills would be acquired by prospective teachers
for effective teaching.
(3)
More teachers should be recruited for the subject, to make up for shortage of teachers
across the country.
(4)
Government should provide adequate infrastructure and facilities for effective teaching and
learning of music.
(5)
Conferences, workshops and seminars should be regularly organized to sensitize and educate
the less privileged and the ignorant public on the importance and relevance of music to the
Society. This is a serious step towards changing the minds and attitude of parents who
regard music as a course for dropouts.
To ensure that the right steps are established towards reengineering music-education for
employment and self-productivity, the teachers and professionals in the field should be involved in
the process of curriculum development and reform. There must be sincere monitoring of activities
both within the school, children and the teacher.
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