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Abstract

The paper emphasizes the use of literature as an effective technique in transforming language
education in Nigeria. This is true because literature plays an important role in teaching the
four language skills namely speaking, reading, listening and writing. In a way, the method or
means of through which an instruction, values or information is transmitted to a person, a
group of persons or a given audience depends largely on the mode, emotion or the choice of
language used. The choice of language or diction indeed constitutes the pulse of literature. To
achieve the object of out thesis, literature therefore becomes the veritable tool through which
the transformation of language education can be readily achieved in Nigeria. In all, the paper
discusses the different and interrelated approaches in using various literatures in
transforming language education in Nigeria.

Broadly speaking, language education denotesrtheeps that enable people to learn; not just
to learn in the natural commonsense ways in whiehlearn in our daily lives. But to learn in an
organized, progressive and systemic manner acgptdirsome generally accepted principle about
what people ought to know.

Alternatively, language education or academic layg refers to the oral, written, auditory
and visual language proficiency required to ledfeatively in schools and academic programmes,
that is, it's the language used in classroom lessoooks, tests and assignment, and it's the lagggua
the students are expected to learn and achievecfua. frequently contrasted with “conversational”
or “social” language. Academic language includesasety of formal — language skills such as
vocabulary, grammar, punctuations, syntax, disogpspecific terminology rhetorical conventions
that allow students to acquire knowledge and acadekills while also successfully navigation
school policies, assignments, expectations andiralilhorms. Even though students may be highly
intelligent and capable, for example, they may stiluggle in a school setting if they have not yet
mastered certain terms and concepts, or learneddexpress themselves and their ideas in expected
ways.

While the term is most commonly applied to languagecific skills, competency in
academic language also bleeds into a wide varietglated non-linguistic skills that are difficudt
impossible to separate out from language abilitgluding foundational academic skills (organizing,
planning, researching), cognitive skills (critidhinking, problem solving, interpreting, analyzing,
memorizing, recalling). Learning modes (questioningiscussing, observing, theorizing,
experimenting) and work habits (persistence, ssffipline, curiosity, conscientiousness,
responsibility). In addition to other forms of lisey required to succeed in modern schools, such as
technological literacy, online literacy, media dgey or multicultural literacy, among others caryon
be achieve or translated to reality through the arsbelp of literature. Sadly, though, it has been
discovered that few secondary schools teach litezain-English as a subject. This in a way has
grossly effected the vocabulary development ofstiuelents as well as the knowledge that goes with
extensive learning which literature provides.

Roleof Literaturein Transforming L anguage Education

Literature significantly plays an important roletlre development and transformation of the
four language skills namely, speaking, listeniregding and writing. According to Colie and Slater
(1987) as cited by Parab, the inclusion of litematin the language classroom has provided valuable
authentic contributive materials that develops @eat involvement and helps in contributing to the
learner culture as well as language enrichment.oftiogly, these advantages can be achieved
provided teachers used relevant and appealing islatéor learners through the use of activities tha
promote involvement readers responses and sobgriation between language and literature period.
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Following this trend, Carter and Lony (1991) progm¢hree models to justify the use of literatune, t
first model in their discussions is the “culturabdel” which represents literature that bring irte t
picture as regards the understanding and app@ciatidifferent culture and ideologies togetherhwit
the development of one’s perception of feelings antidtic forms. The second model is the “language
model”. This model emphasizes the fact that languaghe literary medium and that literature can be
seen as an instrument to teach specific vocabslarid structure.

Lastly, their personal growth model entails studesrigaging in the reading of literary text,
appreciating and evaluating cultural artifacts dmdad terms, the understanding of our society,
culture and ourselves as we function within. As Iishgteachers, literature that s the literary tiext
one of the tools ready in our hands to offer themglage acquisition and contributes cultural
knowledge and understanding. It acts as a catalystquire and stimulate learning. It at once alspea
to the feeling and to their thoughts which in tpaves the way for student language enhancement and
growth. It makes a way of:
€)) Broadening of students’ horizon by giving them awfedge of classics of literature;

(b) The students’ improvement on general cultural aness;
(©) The students creativity and literary imaginatiod &mdevelop the appreciation of literature.

In advancing the importance of literature in tramsfing language education or academic
language Cubukcu (2001) saw poetry as a genr&eddtiure for a rewarding and enjoyable experience
with the prosperity rhyming and rhythm both of whiconfirm “love and appreciation to sound and
power of language”. At this juncture, it can beteathat students become familiar with different
aspects of the target language, such as stresls,goit intonation by studying poetry.

Through poetry student’'s can also study the semagltments in the target language.
Moreover, poetry employs language to evoke andt excial qualities of life and suffices readers
with feelings, particularly lyric poetry stirs oseémotions and it is also one of the most effecive
powerful transmitters of culture which can be dréeeawith their own dialogue and characters. All of
these group activities develop the speaking adslitif students and gives importance to pronundiatio
in a positive manner. We can engage them in alstrypwvriting in class, publish them in magazines,
learning context usingkype in the classroom to collaborate with schools aéirathe world, or fully
onlineedupunk page.

Again, using drama in the classroom is a good megofor teaching. It is through the use of
drama that learners becomes familiar with gramrab#itructure in context and also learn about how
to use the language to express, control and infdime. use of drama reuses the students’ awareness
towards the target language and culture. In thiteod, the use of drama as a tool rather than dn en
gains importance in teaching a foreign languageglage learning should be culture free that is, the
context of drama should fuses into the languagmilegq process with high interest, relevance and
enjoyment. Learner should make use of drama to p@rtheir comprehension of live experiences,
reflex on particular circumstances and make sefgheir entire linguistic world in a deeper way
Sancoban (2004).

In addition, the educational benefits of drama atiog to Lenora (1993) are as follows:

. Stimulate the imagination and promotes creativeking.

. Develops critical thinking skills

. Promote knowledge development

. Enlighten effective listening skills

. Strengthens comprehension and learning retentianumlving the integral part of learning
process.

. Provides teachers with a fresh perspective on tegch

. Transform the classroom atmosphere into humoranesyhere.

. Helping learners improve their level of competenaiéh respect to their receptive and

productive skKills.

In order words, the use of drama seem to be awmt®ietechnique in today’s communication based
and students centered foreign language teachinge $tiis an authentic materials, it helps studemts
promote their comprehension of the verbal/non-vesbpects of the target language they are trying to
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master. Particularly teachers, who wish t0 makguage learning more colourful, mofivating and
interesting, can make use of drama in their langudasses.

Benefitsof Literaturein Enhancing Language Education Transfer

Ross (2006) in integrating language arts throdtghvature sees literature as an important
component of a total offers which is as follows:
1. Literature provides language models to those who hear/read it: Good literature exposes
children to the correct sentence patterns, stanstarg structures, and varied word usage. Children
for whom English is a second language can imprbe& English with the interesting context and all
children benefit from new vocabulary that is woweto the stories.
2. Literature develops thinking skill: Discussion of literature bring out reasoning rdato
sequence; cause and effect; character motivati@dljgiions, visualization of actions, characterd an
setting; critical analysis of the story; and creatiesponses.
3. Literature supports all areas of the language arts curriculum: The chapter - opening
classroom vignette shows how literature brings ttogreall of the language arts. Listening skills and
discussion allows children to express their thoudéelings and reactions. When students read
literature, they are practicing their comprehengtrtegies in meaningful situations. Young writers
may use various genres of literature as modelkaif bwn writing and literature can be the basts fo
creative dramatics. Children can find stories tadreand puzzles to solve on the internet and the
computer can serve as a word processor for crestimigs of their own.
4. Picture books develop visual literacy: The carefully crafted, creative illustrations iictpre
books develop children’s awareness of line, colayrace, shape and design. Some illustrations
complement or reinforce the story whereas othetmmee or extend the text. Giorgis (1999) saw
pictures to convey and open new opportunitiesrftarpretation.
5. Multicultural literature helps readers value people from different races, ethnic, groups
and cultures. Excellent, well illustrated books are available fieany cultural groups. Children from
such populations gain self-esteem by seeing theesealepresented in books and main stream
children begin to appreciate others from culturdilyerse backgrounds.
6. Literature build experiences and helps children deals with their problems. Children
expand their horizons through various experienttess; visit new places, gain new experiences and
meet new people. They learn about the past asawelie present and learn about a variety of culture
including their own. They discover the common gaaisl similar emotions found in people of all
times and places. However, two examples of boo#s lovide such experiences are Nory Ryan’s
song by Patricia Reily Giff, a harsh survival stest in Ireland during the potato famine of 184%] a
Patricia Polacco’s the Butterfully, dealing with 2§ resistance and Jewish persecution during World
War Il. Again, by finding out about the problemsathers through books, children receive insights
into dealing with their own problems, a proces$echbibliotherapy. Children might trends to ideptif
with Gilly, living resentfully in a foster home iKatherine Paterson'$he great Gilly Hopkins, or
with Mary Alice, A city girl forced to live with her grandma in a “hick towni Richard Peck’sA
Year Down Yonder.

Conclusion

The paper discussed the use of literature as dabkyitools or effective technique in
advancing the transformation of language educatiorNigeria. It goes further to show the
indispensable role of literature in teaching aratrieng of language education in general. Besidhes, t
paper emphasized the different and interrelatedoagpes in using various literatures to teach
language education in Nigeria as well as highlighti numerous benefits in  which
individual/individuals stand to benefit from theidy of literature

Recommendations

In the light of the foregoing the paper madesfttiewing recommendations:
1) Literature should be made a compulsory subject bothe primary and secondary school in
Nigeria in order to expose learners to the basidirg culture.
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(2) The integration of literature into the school couium will not only elicit reading awareness
but will affect positively the vocabulary developmef the students that goes with the extensive
reading which literature provides.

3) Since literature is seen as an instrument to hedpht specific vocabulary and structures of
English language, it is therefore necessary to nspkeial provision for the training and re-trainifg
teachers in literature so as to boast the muchctegdenefits.

4) Establishment of literacy and cultural centre foe study of foreign and local languages
should be encouraged to enhance learner's impraveimegood cultural awareness; creativity and
literacy imagination to develop their appreciatiorof language and literature.
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