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Abstract

This study was carried out to find out the relationship betwthe use of local language and
the acquisition of reading skills by children 3 -5 years fprality early childhood
education.The research was conducted in Cross River Sfaddigeria. There were two
objectives and two research questions. The survey reseairign dess adopted for this study.
The population of the study was 50,031 pupils from where alsahp,500 was drawn using
the multi-stage sampling technique. The instrument for dallaction was researcher made
known as Children Reading Skills Acquisition Test (CRSAT).r8liebility index of the
instrument was obtained using test-retest method and a retjabitiefficient of 0.78 was
obtained. Pearson Product moment correlation statistics ugzsl to analyze the data. The
result shows that the use of local language as languagestfuction has significant
relationship with children’s acquisition of reading skills. Tresearchers recommend that
local language which is hardly used should be emphasized and chddoerd be made to
appreciate their local language.

The foundation of a building determines how goael fthal work will be. That is the reasons
why it is good to have a good foundation so thatebmpleted work will be good. Considering the
first Education For All(EFA)goal of ensuring thag B030 all girls and boys have access to quality
childhood development, care and pre-primary edocato that they will be ready for primary school
education, educationists are supposed to be madmiseand committed to this level of education so
that the foundation will be well laid for the chiéh from the outset. There are very many aspects of
early childhood development that are overlookeds Ty be as a result of ignorance on the part of
the teachers who have mistakenly found themselvéisel early childhood classes even though they
were not trained to handle and/or care for thedohil of this age. Ugo (2009), notes that most
teachers especially at the early childhood levelrext specialists. They have little or no knowledge
what to teach. In this paper, the researchersfiwdl out and present the relationship between e u
of local language as language of instruction aedaitquisition of basic pre-reading skills that stiou
be acquired by children for effective reading at firimary school level. This will enhance the
achievement of the EFA goal of not only accessduality education for all children by the year
2030.

The aim of going into these areas that seem toelgéected is to create awareness and new
ideas so that many who did not know will gain nevowledge, acquire new skills and help children
to develop appropriately by having a solid founafatin language development. For access and
guality to be achieved, there is more to it thast juaking provision for pupils to be kept in school
The government has to fulfill their promise of enisg that “the medium of instruction is principally
to the mother tongue or the language of the imntediammunity and to this end will:

i) develop the orthography of many more Nigeria laggsaand

ii) produce textbooks in Nigerian language”, FRN (2004)

Many may ask, do we have children in Nigeria whondt understand English? The answer is yes.
They may even be more than those who do. It is gsacg that children should be taught in the
language that they understand and use that sargedge to teach English language too. Those in
early childhood education will understand that eae use the local language to teach the child to
understand and identify the name and the sounigedtters of the alphabet.
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Learning must take place in order to show that guwent plans are being achieved. Learning takes
place in several ways. A child learns mostly thiloirgitation and interaction with people. For a dhil
to learn, certain conditions must be put in pladeese include that:

i) the child must be ready to learn,
ii) the environment must be conducive and
iii) theparents/caregivers must encourage the chilebim |

Taylor in Peters (2007) in his discussion of naldearning presents three conditions for learning
namely;

1. There must be a happy group of people within withehchild can have confidence to try out

words and meanings and play with them till he aaatthem.

2. There should be plenty or varied experiences inclwithere are plenty of meanings to be
discovered.

3. Many opportunities to talk with adults and otheildiien so that the child can learn new

words practice them and correct his use of thene. faBk of encouraging these children to learn to
acquire these skills lies on the caregiver/teachexernment, the community and all the other
stakeholders in education.

Tores (2008) observed that efforts at global larelstill centered on provision, registration,
infrastructure and budgets ignoring the centrabgs®f education. There is a great deal of
universalization of access to schooling in order fidfill the objectives of the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs). Tores also states thatewsalizing learning is the important and
difficult issue because it requires greater eftben simply building schools and creating new jobs.
This is why many children complete the primary lesfeeducation and learn very little.

Reading, like writing, is acquired before functibiearning can take place. Emphases have
shifted from learning to read to reading to leaghtrfrom the nursery school. This is wrong. Chelalr
should start learning how to read from the predrepdkills. Pre-reading skills are those skills
children acquire before actual reading takes platmwit (2006) and Williams (2007) define pre-
reading skills as those skills children need befbey are able to read. These skills are basetien t
speaking skills and visual discrimination. SmafAQd@) believes that reading does not begin with the
alphabet, skills such as identification of coloushapes, classification, sorting, visual and aural
discrimination etc are to be acquired before alphal/hen these are acquired, reading will be easy.
Language of instruction is one of the key factangolved in delivering quality education. Benson
(2004), states that language is clearly the kegotomunication and understanding in the classroom.
Therefore, instruction should be given to learniethie language they understand.

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study was to find out the tietship between the use of the local
language as medium of instruction and the acqaisitif reading skills in English by children aged
three to five years (3 — Syears).Specifically,thelg was to find out the relationship between:
0] the use of local language as language of instnucitd children’s identification of letters of
the alphabet
(i) the use of local language as language of instruetiw children’s word recognition.

Research Questions
This research attempted to answer the followingstjans:

1) How is the use of local language as language dfuicison related to children’s identification
of the letters of the alphabet?
2) How does the use of local language as languagastfuction relate with children’s word

recognition?

Methodology

The correlational research design was used fergtdy. This design was chosen because it
allows the researcher to analyze the relationsimiprgy a large number of variables in a single study.
It can also provide information concerning the @egof the relationship between the variables being
studied. (Answers.com,2012)
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The research was carried out in Cross River Sthtdigeria. The population of this study
consists of all the Nursery one and two pupilshia 95 public primary schools in Cross River State
with a sample of 2,500 pupils which is approximatedoof the population. The instrument used to
gather data was researcher-made known as “ChiRezaling Skills Acquisition Test” (CRSAT). It
was a fifteen-item test on identification of letteof the alphabet and word recognition. The
instrument was subjected to face validation by f@)rexperts. A reliability coefficient of 0.78 was
obtained by test retest method. The Pearson prodoictent correlation statistics was used to analyze
the data. The constant independent mean values6D 2espondents was 40.19. This was recorded
against the independent variable which is the Ildaabuage in order to show the strength and
direction of the relationship.

Results

The findings made are presented in tables 1 and 2
Research Question I:How is the use of the local language related ttd@n’s identification of
letters of the alphabet? In order to answer theare question, a descriptive analysis was perfdrme
on the data collected see table | for analysis.

Table I: Descriptive Analysis of the Relationship between Laal Language as Language of
Instruction and Children’s Identification of Letter s of the Alphabet

Variable N Mean r Remark
Local Language 40.19
2500 0.853* *Strong to perfect
relationship
Identification of letters 9.62

Source: Field Survey

Table | shows the descriptive analysis of the Id@afjuage and children’s identification of lettefs

the alphabet. The two variables are observed te laastrong to perfect relationship at 85%. The
arithmetic mean for identification of letters (9)G8 also observed to be higher than the expected
mean of 6.25. The result therefore means that #eeadi local language as language of instruction
significantly promote identification of letters tife alphabet in children. Therefore instructiorthia
local language has a strong to perfect relations¥ith children’s identification of letters of the
alphabet.

Research Question 2How does the use of local language as languagastiuction relate with
children’s word recognition? In order to answer tlesearch question, a descriptive analysis was
performed on the data collected see table 2

Table 2: Descriptive Analysis of the Relationship between Laal Language as Language of
Instruction and Children’s Word Recognition

Variable N Mean r Remark
Local Language 40.19

2500 0.938* *Strong to perfect relationship
Children’s word recognition 9.16

Source: Field Survey

Table 2 shows the descriptive analysis of the [rajuage and children’s word recognition. The two
variables are observed to have a strong to perédationship at 94%. The arithmetic mean for
children’s word recognition (9.16) is also obsertede higher than the expected mean of 6.25. The
result therefore means that the use of the logajuage as language of instruction significantly
enhance children’s ability to recognize words. Bfi@re instruction in the local language has a gtron
to perfect relationship with children’s word recdgm.
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Discussion of Findings
Use of Local Language as Language of Instruction ahChildren’s Identification of Letters of
the Alphabet

The data presented in table | shows that the uskeofise of local language as language of
instruction has a significant relationship withldihén’s identification of letters of the alphab€here
was no empirical research on the relationship betwbe two variables. However the significance of
the result agrees with the researchers’ experiantee field. It was observed that caregivers i@ th
course of teaching described each letter in thal language for the children such as letter “Clikis
an open mouth. “H” is like a ladder, O is like dlb®” is the letter that has a stomach while ‘i@”
the letter with a big buttocks. This helped theldren to understand better and identify the letters
easily. Malgwi (1999) calls this process of expiagndetails of each of the letters to the childasn
“Linguistic preparation”. With the explanation ihe language understandable to the children, it
becomes easy for children to identify the letters.

Use of Local Language as Language of Instruction anChildren’s Word Recognition

Based on the analysis shown is Table 2, the resedins that the use of local language as
language of instruction has a significant relatiopswith children’s word recognition. In a related
study by Agba (2006) on language experience appread children’s reading comprehension the
study reveals that children taught with languagpeernce approach recognize words better and
faster than those not taught using language exprrigpproach. In language experience approach, the
child’s language and experiences are used in tegdiim/her how to read. Words used are words
common to the children like names of objects. Thskes recognition of words easier since the
language used is understandable to the child.

Conclusion

The following conclusion was drawn based the figdi of the research. Both English
language and local language are good media ofurigin. What is important is that the language
used should be understandable to the child. Fietdey has revealed that children in the villages
performed better when the local language was usddbe same thing applies to the children in the
urban areas when the English language was used.

Recommendations

Based on the findings of this study, the reseasctesmommend that:

1. Government should emphasize on the use of locgulge to teach children for ease of
understanding.

2. Appropriate implementation of the policy as staitedection (2) 14C of the 2004 edition of
the National Policy on Education should be enforced

3. Pupils should be made to appreciate their language.
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