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Abstract

Secondary school level is the bridge between the primary and tertiary levels of education.
Interestingly, there has been an upsurge in the number of secondary school students as a
consequence of the free and compulsory basic secondary school education policy by the
federal government. Contradicting isthat there seemsto be anincreasing rate of poor quality
of basic secondary education in public schools. This paper however examines the challenges
of access to quality basic secondary school education in North-Central Zone, Nigeria. It
reveals that poor quality of basic secondary education is linked with the numerous problems
bedeviling the system, such as inadeguate funding, inadequate facilities, poor supervision of
schools and poor quality of teachers. Recommendations were given, among which are that
both the federal and state governments should provide adequate funds, facilities, equipment
and human resour ces (teaching and non-teaching staff) for basic schools.
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Secondary school level is the bridge between tiraguy and tertiary levels of education.
Ekundayo (2010) noted that the importance of semgndducation made the federal government to
state the broad aims of secondary education asuatam for useful living within the society and fo
higher education. The underline principle herené the secondary schools should be able to provide
quality secondary education to all those who carefiefrom it (Ekundayo, 2010). There has been an
upsurge in the number of secondary school studenia consequence of the free and compulsory
basic secondary school education policy by therfddgpvernment. On the contrary, there seems to
be an increasing rate of poor quality of basic sdaogy education in public schools.

According to Babalola (2007), quality is most oftefined as “fithess to purpose in relation
to the user and customer needs. It can also be takenean that the product conforms to standards,
specifications or requirements”. Quality educat@nits own can be seen as relative term because
what constitute quality education vary between éguio country based on their economic resources,
value system, educational goals and philosophiesngnothers. Quality education improves the
quality of the work force by raising the levelsitf skills and efficiency. Quality education givas
nation access to the world’s body of knowledge,ckethe adoption and adaptation of the reigning
technology to specific environment is facilitat&@uality education enables people to express more
fully their potential capacities (Gbenu, 2012).

Access to basic secondary education is very impbftet every Nigerian child. According to
Okere (2010), the simplest and easiest way to addre challenges of socio-economic problems of
Nigeria is access to basic education since it bute foundation for both the individual and saiet
development. Okere (2010) further noted that mamgefiin children are denied the opportunity to
acquire this level of education. In the®2%entury, many Nigerian children of basic schoa age on
the street begging for food or hawking to augmantify income. This means that these children have
no access to basic education. On the contraryofdefnd Anugwu (2014) found that the universal,
free and compulsory education policy has brougltt Wian upsurge in school population. This means
that the number of school enrolment in the pubicondary schools increased tremendously. Thus
with the growth or increase in students’ populatand subsequent increase in teaching staff, the
quality of education received by students is caliedquestioning because of some fundamental
challenges confronting public schools in NigeriaisTpaper therefore examined the challenges and
prospects of accessibility to quality basic secop@aucation in Nigeria.
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Conceptual Clarifications
Some major concepts that are prominent in this papeexplained to enhance the understanding of
the topic under discussion.

Basic Education

The Nigerian National Policy on Education (FGN, 2p@efined basic education as the type of
education received at primary school level up toigu secondary school level. According to the
Universal Basic Education Commission report, thiectives of the basic education are as follows:

a. Provision of scholarship to drop out of school dréh through the basic education
programme.

b. Ensure the acquisition of the appropriate levél§teracy, manipulative and life skills (as

well as the ethical, moral and civic values neegidedhying the foundation for life-long learning.

C. Develop the entire citizens with a strong consciess for education and a strong
commitment to its education.

d. Provide free, compulsory, universal basic educdiiorevery Nigerian student of school age
group.

e. Reduce drastically, drop outrage from the formalost system through improved relevance

and efficiency the of curriculum.

Universal Basic Education is the transmission obwdedge to all Nigerian citizen society from
generation to generation. It has two main companerttich are Universal and Basic Education.
Universal means a programme that is meant for ebedy in the society such as the poor and the
rich, the physically challenged and all the schdmpouts, while Basic Education means the
beginning of acquisition of desirable skill, knodtge and attitude in a formal school system
(Olowoselu, Adaobi and Uzoechina, 2015).

Quality Education

First, quality has no generally accepted definitiéin often refers to the standard of a
phenomenon when it is compared to other thingsitiRéris underscores the fact that quality is the
ability or degree with which a product, serviceptbienomenon conforms to an established standard,
and which makes it to be relatively superior toeogh With respect to education therefore, it is the
degree or ability with which secondary educatiomigeria confirms to the established standard and
the appropriateness of the inputs available fod#iery of the system. Longe (1999) cited in Gben
(2012)puts learning environment (process) and siistdeutcomes (graduands) under the umbrella of
quality of education. The graduands in this caseikhbe able to prove their worth by their level of
performance in the competitive labour market amotigr challenges that will confront them in the
society. Therefore it can be affirmed that compiitgband international competitiveness of
qualifications are central features of quality eation.

Accessto Quality Basic Secondary Education in North-Central Zone

Interestingly, the number of enrolment in public@edary schools in the states of North
Central Nigeria has increased tremendously ovey#ags, owing to the UBE programme. The goal
of UBE programme is to ensure access to free, ctsopu education from Early Childcare
Development (ECD), Primary and Junior SecondaryoB8ishEducation to all Nigerian children.
Statistical facts and figures for the North-Centahe which comprises of Benue, FCT, Kogi, Kwara,
Nasarawa, Niger and Plateau States, using the Rasformance Indicators of access, quality and
equity, showed some basic facts about the perfazenaheach state in term of access to quality basic
education.

Available data from the Universal Basic Educatioan@nission (UBEC, 2010) revealed
some interesting figures about increasing studestsblment and schools in states of the North
Central Zone. For instance, Kogi State has thegsghumber of JSS with 555 schools in the zone
while FCT has the least with 77 JSS. Niger Statetha highest number of gross enrolment while
Plateau State has the least enrolment in the 2iger State has the highest number of JSS students
with gross enrolment of 179,883 while NasarawaeStats the least enrolment with 31,874 students in
the zone. It is also observed here that Niger Statethe highest number of JSS net enrolment of
125,827 students while Nasarawa has the least dSShrolment with 21,178 Students. Next to Niger
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in this presentation are Kogi (74,694) then Ber#046), Kwara (63,454), Plateau (41,522), Niger
(457,504), and FCT (38,056).The highest JSS Stadertake of 60,479 for this zone was observed
in Niger State while the least of the studentstake was in Nasarawa which has 12,979 (UBEC,
2010).

Junior Secondary School has an entry age of 12adgy12, most children (70 percent and
above) across the zones have entered schools (UBEID). There are no significant differences
between the percentages of official school agelledracross all the States. The highest percertbge
early starters and late starters are recorded ihwith 11.2 and 31.5 percent respectively.

Furthermore, Niger State has the highest numbé66fteachers with 3,791 while Nasarawa
State has the least with 939.446. In Junior Seggrieiehools, FCT recorded the highest percentage of
qualified teachers with 95 percent while Niger Stagcorded least with 85 percent. Inversely Niger
state recorded highest unqualified teachers withek6ent and FCT recorded the least with 5 percent.

In term of quality of education, Benue State has hfghest number of total, good and bad
classrooms in this zone while FCT has the leastusfhber of total, good and bad classrooms. The
student/good classroom ratio in JSS is worse ireNR&jate having the highest ratio of 155 studenmts t
one good classroom in the North Central than Bewlieh has the least of 80 students to one good
classroom. All the zones have high ratio of stuldemid classroom (UBEC, 2010).The statistics
showed that there is access to Basic Educatiomeirstates of the North Central Zone of Nigeria. But
the quality of education is far from the desiregectation.

Challenges of Accessto Quality Secondary Education
Many factors are responsible for low quality in ibasecondary education in the states of North
Central, Nigeria. Some of these factors are diszlibglow:

- Inadequate funding: Inadequate funding has been the major problem oicadn in
Nigeria. Funds at the disposal of managers of dshaxe grossly inadequate (Okere, 2010). The
importance of adequate funding in educational dgmkent cannot be overemphasized. No
organization can carry out its function effectivelithout adequate financial resources at its diapos
(lge, 2013). Obe (2009) opined that, without adégdanding, standards of education at any level
shall be tantamount to a mirage; that is, buildiagtles in the air. Money is important in a school
because it is used to construct buildings, purchaseded equipment, pay staff’ salaries and
allowances, maintain the plants and keep the ssgoing. Unfortunately, Ige (2013) lamented that
allocation to the education sector on which secgndducation depends has been consistently low in
spite of the strategic role of the sector in thening of manpower for the development of the
economy. Njoku (2010) noted that funding from stasevery inadequate, mobilized resources are re-
channeled to other state projects. The negativecetif poor funding of basic secondary education
manifest in inadequate infrastructure, dilapidatidrexisting buildings, shortage of classroomsff sta
offices and furniture, and lack of good laboratety.

- Inadequate facilities: According to Ekundayo (2010), school facilities d@he material
resources that facilitate effective teaching arairimg in schools while Jaiyeoba and Atanda (2005)
stressed that educational facilities are thosegthimhich enable a skillful teacher to achieve alley
instructional effectiveness that far exceeds whaioissible when they are not provided. According to
Ige (2013), availability of infrastructures andifdies in the right quantity and quality is gerngam
education provision. A school with inadequate classs and facilities such as chairs, lockers,
libraries, textbooks, laboratories, workshop wil bncomfortable for pupils/students to learn. There
are inadequate infrastructure and facilities in ynaacondary schools in the states of North Central
Zone. Ahmed (2003) in Ekundayo (2010) observed ithahost secondary schools in the country,
teaching and learning take place under uncondusimxéronment, lacking the basic materials, thus
hindering the fulfillment of educational objectives

- Corruption: Another problem facing quality of basic secondadycation especially in the
states of North Central, Nigeria is corruption. @ption is wrongdoing by those in a special poaitio
of trust. It is commonly applied to self-benefitingnduct by public officials and others dedicaied t
public service. It is dishonesty for personal gdiishonest exploitation of power for personal géin.
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is extreme immorality or depravity. Okere (2010%eated that most school managers in difference
cases mismanaged the limited fund available to thfeumds are usually diverted to personal use.
Mismanagement and lack of accountability, by offisiled to diverting of substantial resources from
the institutions to other ends. The money thatddave been used to develop the educational sector
of the States has been looted by the politiciansemment officials and private professionals by
means of fraudulent practices.

- Poor supervision of schools: According to Ekundayo (2010),effective instructibdalivery

and maintenance of standards in the school systermrdanced through regular internal and external
supervision. Supervision involves the use of exgadwledge and experience to oversee, evaluate
and coordinate the process of improving teachingy learning in schools. According to Ayodele
(2002), secondary schools are presently supenlisetivo categories of people, viz: (i) internal
supervisors - the within-the school, supervisors pamicipals, vice-principals and heads of
departments; (ii) external supervisors - the oetsite school, supervisors as the formally desighate
officials from the inspectorate division of the Nitry of Education and the various Area or Zonal
Education Offices. The primary responsibility ofsprectors is to see that high standards are
maintained and that schools are run in accordarttetie laid down regulations. While it has been
argued that the principals have been dischargieg tiuties as internal supervisors, the external
supervisors (inspectors from the Ministry of Edumat appear non-functional as they seldom visit
schools to monitor the operations in these schddis. has invariably hinder check on school quality

- Poor quality of teachers: No education system can rise above the qualitytsofeiachers.
Okere (2010) opined that one of the biggest problefmyuality basic education is the quality of the
teacher. Most teachers are ill prepared. It iseeitihey attended a crashed short term training or
managed to obtain certificate through fraudulenamse In fact, in some states of the North Central,
some teachers are not better than the studentsatieeteaching. Those teachers are supposed to be
learners at the level they are teaching. When &rachre not measuring up to their professional
responsibilities, poor quality output is inevitallebasic secondary education.

Conclusion

The tremendous increase in the number of schoolreent in public secondary schools of
States in North Central zone of Nigeria is a weleodevelopment. The increase in students’
population and subsequent increase in teachin§ stafved that there is access to basic secondary
education in these States. However, the qualityediication in these States has been called to
guestioning. The paper concluded that, there is poality education in the States of North Central
Zone. The poor quality, however, had been linkeith Wie numerous problems bedeviling the system,
such as inadequate funding, inadequate facilipesr supervision of schools and poor quality of
teachers. Access to quality education can only dieesed through political will, effective and
efficient management of human and material ressuinethe system by relevant government
agencies.

Recommendations
The following recommendations are put forward:

1. Both the federal and state governments should geoadequate funds, facilities, equipment
and human resources (teaching and non-teachirfyyfstalbasic schools.

2. It is important for Ministry of Education and othezlevant agencies to organize regular
inspection visits to schools and present reportioh inspection to the state government for action
3. Similarly, the governors of the North Central Ssasdould show political will by investing
more in the provision of access to quality basiecadion in their respective States.

4, There should also be periodic re-training of teegheld and new) in secondary schools

through seminars, workshops and conferences, tmwegheir performance.
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