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Abstract
Societies the world over, intuitively acknowledge the poefeart and festival in their
personal, family, and community life. A society is recoghimeits arts and festivals, because,
they are the life wire of any living society. They appeaheir religion, farming, education,
economic, social and so on. Art and festival togethepanelucts of man which materials are
skillfully ordered to communicate human experience. They atenpally dynamic with the
ability to unify societal activities that can play vitaledn the education of young youths. The
marriage between art and festival generates the access for yqualitural education for
growth and development of society. In the traditional African sgctee young ones learn
from their elders through direct instructions and expres to art festivals in their society. For
the purpose of this research, therefore, the study makentamduction and concept
definition, examined art, festival, culture, education, maeiaf cultural education.

Art and festival are two known activities that i&@& very prominently in any living human
society. These human activities are interactive ehetative for the mental, physical, spiritual,iabc
growth and development of man. The importance ofaad festival was emphasized when God
empowered man to engage in artistic creations (&xo081), and ordered him to be holding
festivals(Levtiticus 23). There closeness and foncin the society got them the access to be nuhrrie
together by culture.

Art is a diverse range of human activities in teation of visual, auditory or performing
artifacts, expressing the artist’'s imaginative texhnical skills, intended to be appreciated fairth
beauty or emotional power. It encompasses allfgkéictivities which is broadly divided into visual
and non-visual art (Onoja, 2014). The visual adiudes; painting, sculpture, drawing, ceramics,
architecture and other forms of aesthetic desifjfon-visual art are mainly for entertainment and
recreation.

A festival is a day in the year when people stapking to celebrate a special event. Every
festival is unique in character, because one naashlsomething. There are uncountablefestivals the
world over, and each society engages on thosetbaeare peculiar to it. Two very common popular
and famous festivals celebrated by almost all thentries of the world, is the feast of the birthoof
Lord Jesus Christ and that of Mohammed. In timestifals may be attended by strangers such as
tourists, who are attracted to some of the morergcic or historical ones.

Culture has been defined by many philosophersffiarednt forms. However, the summary of
all these definitions, is that, it is a people’syws life. Every member of the society is involvied
many ways in the products of culture: as in thedfeee eat; the language we speak; the cloth we
wear; and so on. Each of these products, involvesadamany of them are consumed or enjoyed
during festivals.

This paper is a review of Art and Festival: a nege for access to quality cultural education,
and the research examined among other things- podeénition, art, festival, culture, educatiohet
marriage for access to cultural education, reconaaon and conclusion.

Conceptual Framework

Marriage is the act of joining a man and womarhasband and wife. It is a socially or
ritually recognized union, or legal contract betwspouses. The term marriage is used to descrbe th
coming together of art and festival in this stu@ilge two activities are aspects of culture, hericis, i
the ideas, customs and social behaviour of a péaticpeople of society. Before a marriage is
consummated
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in any traditional African society, the ideas bétfamilies are emphasized, the step by step eof th
custom will be observed, then, the social behawibich involves the coming together of families,
relatives, friends and other guests to celebraertarriage ceremony.

Access is a way or means of approaching a thiran@ntrance to a place. A marriage cannot
be said to be constituted officially, traditionafly legally without an access to get the conserthef
two families of the people concerned. If a man andloman lives together as husband and wife
without the consent of their families, and theygoeate, my own custom will not give the children to
the man, who did not access to get the consertieofamily of the woman. But the man who got
access to get the consent of the woman’s family kel awarded any child or children before
marriage.

Quality means the degree of goodness or badness thing, attitude, product and so on. It is
something that distinguishes a person or thing. qudity of life of any living society is manifest
their arts and festivals. This two activities jainéogether can help to improve the standard of
educative role in any society.

Art

Read (1956) in Onoja (2014), stated that, arhag, t‘'which primarily appeals to our senses
and physical organs of perception”. It is an attebypman to modify nature and give meanings to his
emotion. A work of art is a man-madething, an adif as distinguished from an object in nature. Any
object that has been designed by man is no moobjaat of nature but of art. Uzoagba (2009)wrote
that “art” signifies a doing, a making, a fashianior putting together, and it usually implies ttrahg
is accomplished by human skill. The experience akimg decisions and choices in the course of
creating art is carried over into other parts f&f like festival. Hence, Onoja (2014), noted theatt ‘is
used in communicating ideas in a visual form whigteasily understood and assimilated by both
literate and illiterate people”.

Art includes design, symbols, artifacts of religsoworship as well as painting, sculpture,
ceramics, textiles, crafts and architecture (N&@®7). The history of the past have shown that man
always had the need for art, from cave paintingant-garde works of the twentieth century. Art has
always been produced because an artist has wamtexpiess his feelings about a thing, or that the
society needs the service. The products of areaj@yed in various form by different cultures oéth
world, both traditional and modern alike.

Talabi (1991), maintained that art is the expassif the characteristic attitude of the people.
It can have a functional character, and serve tulugarpose such as farming implements (e.g. hoes,
cutlass, axe etc.) kitchen utensils (pots, plateps etc.), craft products (hand, fan, mat, baskiets.

It can also serve both practical and delightfulhsas textile products, furniture works, and buitgin
Art like culture, is a part of life that is concerhwith every aspect of human activity. So, it is a
dynamic and unifying activity with a potentiallytai role in the education of the youth (Onoja, 2014
through exposure to an aspect of the cultural gtrcauch as festival. Art may be characterized in
terms of mimesis (its representation of realit@rrative (storytelling), and expression.

Festival

Festival is a series of public events connectdti wiparticular activity or idea. It is usually
visualized as a period of entertainment, humanract®n and emotion. It is a period of making
music, dancing, feasting on food and wine. In btHditional and western cultures, festival is
regarded as a time for feasting and merry makirayvéver, festival is more than just making merry
and feasting, but an occasion for maximized sogialitical, educational, religious interaction and
cultural-cum-philosophical manifestations (Aniwer907). Thus, enable participating youths to
become conscious of the great variety of humasskihd how they could explore them.

Festival is a public event that can help introdumproved relationships among the members
of a society. It is a part of the cultural actie#tj which is often carried out with great happiness
characterizing the atmosphere of events that keejety lively and mentally alert. It constitutes an
avenue for traditional education, especially in ttamsmission of the society’s culture. Festivadis
aspect of the child's life that must form the foatidn for education in his cultural background
(Talabi,1991). The young youths learn from the eldérough a mixture of direct instruction, and
exposure to the various art materials and objes#d as costumes for the festival.
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Every tribe in thesix geo-political zones of Nigehas a festival which it performs at a
specified period of the year. Some festivals atd hanually, biannually, or triennially according t
ethnic groups (Aninwene, 2007). The very importistivals celebrated in Nigeria include: in the
East-lwa-Ji (New Yam), Ofala, Mmanwu (Masqueradingjest-Eyo, Ojude Oba, Ogun-Osun-
Oshogbo, Sango and Egungun; North-Argungu Fishingpar; South-Calabar Carnival, Carnikiv.
Then the Christian yeltitude and Muslim festivals.

Culture

Culture is the ideas, customs, and social behawba particular people of society. Igbokwe
(2014) writes that, “culture is a social heritadeany society; it is always specific and a distinet
way of a people, their complete design for livil@ulture involves the idea, beliefs, literature,
religion, philosophy, the rules that guide the petgbehaviour and material objects that are found
among them. In support of this assertion, Horntl§123,in Igbokwe (2014) defined culture as the
customs or group. In recent time, culture is ref@ras a general state of intellectual and moral
development in the society as a whole.

As a way of life within a society, it may be cldigsl into materialand non-material. The
material aspects of culture include the type ofdesupeople livein, the manner of dressing, musical
instruments used, the food they eat, their chedisag works, farming implements, means of
transport, and type of hair styles and so on. These¢he objects which people have learned to make
and use to satisfy their needsinsociety.Uzoagb@9R@&xplained that art today is a testimony to our
culture and a witness to its position and qualitiBse non-material aspects include the intangible
values and norms of society such as the respesldaos, social relationship, law (custom), mode of
greetings, language,waysof showing hospitalitygieh, moral, attitudes, motivation, technology and
political education.

Culture is man-made, a social phenomenon, whicks dwot die with the death of an
individual or group. The culture of a people mayigh only when such people vanish. Art and
festival promote and projects a society identityd @o culture survives without them. Every cultural
festival is constructed with art objects and matestarting the colours used, preparation of venue
the participant’'scostumes,the appearance of therdift troupes and so on. The education acquired
by people during FESTAC “77” is still fresh in oarind. Aninwene (2007) asserted that festival
constitute a cardinal principle of traditional edtion, especially the transmission of the society’s
culture. Cultural activities enable children to bee conscious of the great variety of human skills
and how far they could explore them.

In spite of the different opinions held about waticulture, the Nigerian child or youth
deserves to be taught the arts and festivals gidople in their true perspective. This transmissib
knowledge in its natural form, will gain accesgytmlity cultural education for the society. Uzoagba
(2009)observed that, the environment has impadhentrait of the child as he grows. So, quality
cultural education is one that every member ofedgavish to have because it is good.

Education

Education is an activity of man which has to dthwthe renewal of life, through interaction,
participation, discussion, observation, social@atand so on. It is two Latin words; Educereand
Educare. Educere means a way of drawing man’s enitda out, while Educare is to inform.
Knowledge they said, comes from the sense perecegiEnce education is visualized as the filling of
mind with knowledge coming from the world of exmgrte. Nwodoh (2015) opined that, a society
that cannot transmit knowledge and has no way opgteating the societal ideals is definitely
moribund. The word education and its values cacdpsidered either in a broad or technical sense. In
a broad sense, it includes all experiences gainddrwand outside the school such as at homes,
churches, markets, cultural events and so on. Te&periences aimed at making an individual
responsible.

Education is the transmission of the values aralimalated knowledge of a society. It is
designed to guide society, especially to instddition and values in the young ones, so that taicie
structure could be preserved. Moreover, it is teeghem the ability to develop new ideas that will
make them advance to greater height. Ubi and Ext3) in Etesike (2015) stated that, “it is the
process of bringing up people to know their envinent and how they can contribute in the

Knowledge Review Volume 37 No 1, July, 2018: | SSN 1595-2126 3



Romanus E. Nebo

development of the society”. Other methods of intipgceducation are teaching, lecture, instruction,
demonstration and experimentation. Education tbeeefis said to be the sum total of all the
experiences that enlightens the mind, increase laume, foster insight, develops abilities and
attitudes.

Art and festival are aspects of the cultural etionathat develop the skills for creativity,
innovative and inventive abilities in the young ttmiof society. Uzoagba (2009), observed that the
environment has great impact on the trait of thiédchs he grows. Education is a vital tool for
transformation and the key to sustainable developmiea living society.

Marriagefor Accessto Cultural Education

Marriage is the act of joining a man and a womsuihusband and wife. In the context of this
study, it means the close union between art artdvébsthe binding together of this two activitibg
culture can helpto prepare the young youths in gbeiety for useful living through observing,
interacting and socializing. When these activiii@®rplay at a particular time in any give society,
learning results. Hence, Etesike (2015) sees eiducas a training that involves the acquisition of
knowledge, abilities, development of character, talgpower and a continuous process in which one
step prepares for useful living in the society.

The art is said to be a nation’s exponent, whiditsi social and political virtues, while festival
is the gallery which exhibit the traditional idei@s such as skills, character, occupations, custom
and products of a society. Uzoagba (2009), asséhnegd “education is a preparation for life”. This
preparation could be by the marriage of art andividsthrough cultural education. This education
must of necessity be relevant and beneficial toyilieng youths, who stand in owe of the various
beautiful art costumes exhibited during festivals.

When the youths may have visualize and interagifdthe various art costumes at a festival,
they will respond through their feelings, emotiomsnipulative skills and intellectual abilities. |alai
(1991), opined that cultural activities are oftarried out with great happiness, characterizing the
atmosphere of events that keep society lively aedtadly alert. Uzoagba (2009) sufficed it to say
that the visual and dramatic arts comprise a fasforemendous importance in our total cultural
heritage. Children are through these settings,leated with the artifacts peculiar to their immedia
as well as neighboring environments.

Cultural education therefore, should expose childio the patterns of artistic artifacts and
aesthetic costumes exhibited during any festivaioge Festivals that focus on cultural or ethnic
topics also seek to inform community members oir ttradition; the involvement of elders sharing
stories and experience provide a means for unityrgnamily. Thus, Omeke (2015), observed that
education involves thesocialization of individudsbecome an integral part of the society in which
they live. By this, children comprehend the beauatysthetic richness and serenity of the objects,
participants and the environment.

Recommendations

This paper has made some efforts to examine theugasub-headings to enable it make
recommendations on marriage between art and féftivaccess to quality cultural education.
» School art festivals should be rejuvenated in bpthmary and secondary level education
curriculum. This is because they provide scopehferadaptation of media for classroom teaching.
» Art and festival events should be held annuallyrfrihe Local Government Areas, States to the
National level. This is because the youths of oountry have been brainwashed with foreign
influences.
* Governments at all level in Nigeria should helppi@serve the purity and originality of the
beautiful values in our dyeing culture. Art andtifesd as aspect of culture must form the foundation
for the youths’ education.

Conclusion

The art refers to the theory and physical expoessif creativity found in human societies and
cultures. From prehistoric cave paintings to mod#amg films, art serves as a vessel for storytelling
and conveying human kind’s relationship with thesimnment. On the other hand, festivals often
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serve to fulfill specific communal purposes, espligiin regard to commemoration or thanksgiving.
The celebrations offer a sense of belonging fagimals, social, or geographical groups, contribgitin
to group adhesiveness. These societal activities hacome part of the arts and other manifestations
of human intellectual achievement regarded collettias culture.

Their marriage for access to quality cultural edion, in this changing time, has continued to
make concessions for modifying some long-held uatés and postures in the traditional African
cultural societies. Both Christian and Traditiofaathful today, participate in traditional and Gitran
art and festival events in the way it evolves fanvésal and growth. Thus, education is the prodess
the acquisition of knowledge, skills, values, bisliand habits. These are the cultural functions tha
give quality to cultural education.
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