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Abstract

Good governance and sustainable peace in any country undoubtedly drives the achievements
of sustainable developments in all rounds of economic growth and development. The
importance of effective governance and sustainable peace centres on institutional structures,
policy processes and regulations and the rule of laws as they support well developed and
functional entrepreneurship education which aids in eradication of poverty in any country of
Africa. This paper is articulated to examine the role of good governance and sustainable
peace in the establishment of practicable and serviceable entrepreneurship education in
African countries vis-a-vis Nigeria. It highlights the aims and objectives of entrepreneurship
education in Africa. The paper also shed light on how good governance and sustainable peace
could effectively and significantly bring about the expected reviewed and refocused
entrepreneurship education capable of tackling youths unemployment in African continent. It
draws conclusion by underscoring and accentuating challenges mitigating against
development of entrepreneurship education in Africa. Recommendations are offered that
could serve as remedial measures to solve these problems in order to boost and aggrandize
establishment of robust entrepreneurship education in African countries.

Keywords: Good Governance, Sustainable Peace, Entrepreneurship Education, Youth
Unemployment.

Entrepreneurship Education if well structured could be a formidable pillar for good
governance and sustaining as peace in African countries vis-a-vis Nigeria. Entrepreneurship
Education is a vital and imperative for enhancing economic growth and sustainable development in
any nation of the world. This however depends on the type and level of education received by her
citizens. Thus human capital forms a major determinant of this growth and development. Many
scholars agree that primary policy objective of every country should be to grow the economy and
improve the living conditions of the people. A country whereby every individual has one thing doing,
positively busy in one business or the other, there is always good understanding between the governed
and the government and this brings about sustainable peace in this society.

However, the economy and living standards of a country cannot improve without effective or
functional education that is needed at all levels of schooling to improve good governance the
economy of Africa vis-a-vis, Nigeria (Agbede, 2015) The successes enjoyed by most industrialized
countries like America, France,, Germany, Japan and Sweden; and even the giant leap made by china
in recent times can be attributed to the roles played by entrepreneurial activities and technological
innovation both of which continue to drive their economics today, To say the least, this has
tremendously promoted good governance and peace in these countries (Osalor, 2010).

World Economic Forum (2009), argued that entrepreneurship and education are two such
extraordinary opportunities that need to be leveraged and interconnected, if we are to develop the
human components and trends in this rapidly movement (World Economic Forum 2009).

Entrepreneurship refers to an individual’s ability to turn ideas into action. It includes
creativity, innovation and taking calculated risk as well as the ability to plan and manage in order to
achieve objectives.
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This supports everyone in day-to-day life at home and in society, makes employees more aware of the
context of their work able to services opportunities and provide a foundation for entrepreneurs to
establishing a social or commercial activity (European Commission, 2008).

The National University Commission (NUC) in recognition of the need for quality education
introduced entrepreneurship education as a compulsory subject for all University undergraduates and
in other undergraduates in other tertiary institutions 2007. In addition, the Nigeria Education
Research and Development Council (NERDC) in 2011 also included entrepreneurship education in its
newly developed curriculum for secondary schools.

(Nigeria A-7.com, 2011). According to Aminu (2013), the plan suggests that Nigeria to become a
modernized and industrialized nation particular attention must be paid to education that focuses on
functional and practicable entrepreneurship education which is designed to encourages human
resources development with technological entrepreneurial and managerial skills to serve our
economy. Therefore, the place of entrepreneurship education in promoting new governors and
sustainable peace in Nigeria cannot be over- emphasized and this is the focus of the paper.

Concepts of Entrepreneurship and Entrepreneurship Education

The word entrepreneurship is derived from the French language word “entrepredre” —

meaning “to undertake. Thus entrepreneurship refers to the act or process of identifying business
opportunities and organizing them in order to initiate a successful business activity (lkotun,
Oladimeji, Oyende, and Olayani, 2014). Also organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD, 2004) defined entrepreneurship as a motivating force for initiating business
ideas, mobilizing human, financial and physical resources, for establishing and expanding enterprises
and creating job. An entrepreneur can be described as a person who identifies business opportunity
and organizes the required resources to initiate successful business activity. In essence, an
entrepreneur is someone who encases in a commercial business, while entrepreneurship comprises of
the acumen and act of undertaking a commercial venture, with the use of acquired knowledge in the
act of being independent of any employing body (UNO 2014).
Education according to Vincent (2014) is defined as a means to train by formed and supervised
instruction. It is a set of formed or informal coordination and instructional inclination to produce an
integral continuous teaching and learning in order to improve humanity. Thus, entrepreneurship
Education can be succinctly defined as a programme or part of a programme that prepares the
individual to undertake the formation of business and knowledge acquisition of SMEs (Egbenta,
2012).

The contention has been that competitiveness, innovation and economic growth depend on
being able to produce future leaders with skills, attitudes and behavior to be entrepreneurial and to act
at the same time in a socially responsible way.

Entrepreneurship Education is not only about creating business plan and starting new
ventures, It is also about creativity, innovation and growth, a way of thinking and acting relevant to all
parts of the economy and society as well as the whole surrounding ecosystem. According to Unegbu
(2014), he stressed that entrepreneurial, education is needed to build entrepreneurial human capital for
the society of the future. There is need to encourage a more entrepreneurial culture and develop the
necessary skills, attitude and behaviours to prepare young people and others to pursue entrepreneurial
opportunities. According to Anugwonu (2007) he perceives entrepreneurship education as the process
of generating ideas and venturing unto business risks treated by dynamic environment and making the
best of opportunities for profit purposes. It is a creative and innovative response to the environment
which could take place in any area of human endeavour such as science, industry, social work and
services of all types on the formation of small scale business units within the economy. These
business units have high potential for creating new jobs, increasing output and improving the general
living standard of the people (Omekeukwu, 2000). Ezeudu (2008) refers to entrepreneurship as the

Knowledge Review, Volume 40 No. 1, May, 2024  ISSN 1595-2126 2



Review and Refocus of Entrepreneurship Education for Good Governance and Sustainable Peace in Africa-
The Nigeria Experience

process of organizing, managing and assuming risks of a business. lbrahim, Mandara and Soba
(2008), stated that the entrepreneurship is the quality and characteristics normally expected from a
successful entrepreneur. This includes the perception of new economic opportunities, taking initiative
creativity and innovation, the ability to turn given resources and situation to practical account and the
acknowledge that failure is possible. To Nwangwu (2006), entrepreneurship connotes the attempt to
create value by an individual or individuals:

. Through the recognition of significant business opportunity
. Through the desire to manage risk-taking appropriate to the project;
" Through the exercise of excommunicative and management skills necessary to mobilize

rapidly the human, material and financial resources that will bring the project to fruition

Nwangwu (2006) avers that entrepreneurship is built on vision focus and determination. It is bilk on
standards, management practices, enabling environment, access funds, legal/regulatory framework,
security and judiciary system and contractors.

Entrepreneurship is the willingness and the ability of an individual or individuals or a firm or an
organization to identity an environmental change and exploit such an opportunity by using the factors
of production to produce good the services for public consumption.

Entrepreneurship Education

Education specifically is the process through which desirable values, norms attitudes and
society culture is transmitted from one generation to the next. As a socializing agent, it is a vehicle for
the substance and perpetuation of people’s culture, values, norms tradition and ethics through ages
(Chukwu 2010 and Onyebuchi, 2014).

However entrepreneurship Education is a carefully planned process that leads to acquisition
of entrepreneurial competences, skills, aptitudes knowledge and capacity for self employed job-
creation and self reliance. It equips the learner with skills on decision-making, acquisition of new
ideas, methods of raising and establishing business relationship (Ikeme, 2006).

Adamu (2005) opines that entrepreneurship education is seen as the four pillars of education which
includes: Learning to know; learning to do; learning to live together and learning to contribute good
governance and sustainable peace in the country. Entrepreneurship education is the only reform agent
that can change persons and their character, the attitude and behavior. It inculpates the right values
that build entrepreneurship education becomes a very imported tool for good governance, sustenance
of peace and national building.

Entrepreneurship Education is important because of the following reasons:

1. Entrepreneurship education turns its beneficiaries into industrial leaders in the world of work,
equipping them with sills and enabling them to became job creators, employment generators and
enhance their capacity for wealth creation

2. It enables the beneficiaries to create quality goods, services, materials and money thereby
contributing to individual and societal wellbeing

3. Entrepreneurship education is a conscious effort directed to inculgating transformation skills
in those who become committed to it and would utilize the knowledge gained to create new powerful
strategies

4. Entrepreneurship Education is a crucial transformative tool that will stir the citizenry into
wealth creation, employment generation, poverty reduction and indigenes cum global value
reorientation (Onyene, 2014)

5. It is necessary for establishing highly and sustainable competitive macro economic playing
ground
6. Entrepreneurship education creates varied opportunities that will stimulate economic growth
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7. Entrepreneurship education trains, educates and produces graduates who will not only possess
specific knowledge in their various disciplines, but process the mentality to initiate, start and grow
successful business with reduced risks and/or failure (Onyene, 2014).

8. It arms the beneficiaries with problem-solving existential cum life skills

9. Entrepreneurship education is a veritable instrument for achieving good governance,
sustainable peace, nation goals (Millennium Development Goals (MDGS)

10. It increases enterprise growth and profitability group wellbeing

11. Entrepreneurship education empowers beneficiaries to align with the world of business

creates labour and employment build skills and boost innovative drive with inherent production of
goods and services for both economic and industrial growth.

12. It is a veritable vehicle for industrial development and market factor growth capacity building
and resource redistribution
13. Entrepreneurship education not only exposes learners to the original course content, it also

introduces them to experiential essence that thinks the classroom to the market connects learners to
traders and at the same five establishes synergy between their tools and operational fields.

Good Governance

Nigeria, the global capital of extreme poverty, the 16" most dangerous nation in the world
and the 33" among 54 African nation on good governance is obviously in dire need of potent tools to
stem poverty and insecurity, and enhance good governed and peace sustainability (Rello, Ayilara,
2019).

Good governance is therefore a system of government based on good leadership, respect for
rule of law and due process, the accountability of political leadership in the electorates as well
transparence in the operations of government (Odock, 2006). It is governance that provokes and
defines the nature of security.When there is governance failure, the security frame work and/or
architecture deteriorates. Good governance is able to provide growth and structural change which
results in development. Such structure includes schools, judiciary, military and parliament. When the
resulted structural change performs their roles properly, the will be security and peace and the good
governance will further be enhanced.

However, it should be noted that national securityif will structured, leads to good
governance. National security covers all activities and arrangements put in place to ensure free
movement, integration and interactions among citizens without any real or imaginary danger and
obstacles as gender, racial, fribal or religious discrimination. The level of insecurity in the nation
today calls for sober reflection by all particularly, in view of the fact that Nigeria is ranked 148 out of
163 nations in the 2019 global Peace index (Bellow and Ayilara, 2019).

Nigeria is also, one of the top five least peaceful countries in African; this implies that Nigeria
is one of the most dangerous nations in the world. National security is indeed in jeopardy.
Insecurity in Nigeria comes in different coloration and Maquitude among which include the spate of
bombing in some parts of the country, election related crises, kidnapping, human trafficking, banditry,
terrorism, political assassination, extra-judicially Killing of innocent citizens by security agent,
hunger, armed robbery and environmental degradation among occurs. All these have thrown up the
need for all and sundry to be more retrospective, introspective and proactive on issues of national
security (peace) so as to arrest the negative draft currently impacting our national psyche. Some of
these security issues have been with us for some time now without fizzling out despite concerted
efforts to the contrary (Orikpe, 2013).

Furthermore, history reveals that empires destroyed, states broken up regimes varnished
because of bad governance. This implies clearly that good governance is the key ability of a good
governance to maintain control over a state.
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Terrible consequences of bad governance can be been in the recent history. Good governance
should and it must result in decision making that is fruitful and beneficial for the masses and through
which they feel secure and participate as if they themselves would have made those decision. National
security is comprised of three basic factors, traditional security in a militarized sense, human security
that comes from economic progress and good governance and finally the roll of law (Bislev, 2004).
Good governance is vital since it enhances justice, equity and equality thereby helping to prevent
conflict and thereby insuring peace existence and property of the people. It is worthy to mention here
that good governance encompasses that states institutional and structure arrangement, decision
making process and implementation capacity and the relationship between the Governing apparatus
and the governed, that is the people in terms of their standard of living (George-Genyi,2013). It is also
the exercises of political power in the management of a nations affair.

Good Governance is also been as system of governance based on good leadership, respect for
rule of law and due process, and the accountability of the political leadership to the electorates as well
as transparency in the operations of the Government (Odock, 2006) Good governance qualities here
the ability to usher in and provide structural development process of a country in other to survive such
structures include schools, industries, military, electric power, courts, health care and clean water. The
status of a state is reviewed as failed or collapsed when it exhibits inability to fulfill the functions of a
state such as the foreign authority, decision making institution and security generator for its
population (Transparency International, 2019)

National Security and Sustainable peace in Nigeria

National security and sustainable peace are top public issues today. It is a matter of National
importance that could be of concern to all Nigeria. The issue of national security and sustainable
peace in Nigeria should be looked at holistically Nigeria is today plagued with social disorder,
insecurity, poverty, illiteracy, balance of payment depict,, poor health statistics, ethic and religions
conflicts, corruption, crime and criminality and political crises to mention but a few (Oshio, 2009)
This means that we are very insecure in terms of human wellbeing. The procures, individually and
collectively constitute threats to the peace, security and development of the country.

Most importantly if by all governmental strategies, a certain reasonable level of achievement
is made in terms of security and maintenance of peace, it should not be taken for granted and should
be sustained. Sustainable peace, according to European Commission (2015), stands for meeting the
security needs of present generations without jeopardizing the ability of future generation to their own
needs, in order words peace and security of life and property of everyone, now and for generations to
come. It offers a vision of progress that integrates immediate and loner-term objectives, local and
global action and regards social, economic and environmental issues as inseparable and
interdependent components of human progress. To Onyido and Odum (2014) stated that sustainable
peace implies a new concept of enjoying peace, security without fear of intimidation, threats,
dehumanization, kidnapping, rubbery etc. and provide room for economic growth, fairness and
opportunities for economic for entire world’s people without compromising the peaceful needs of
future generation.

Entrepreneurship Education: Veritable Tool to Enhance Good Governance and Sustainable
Peace in Nigeria

Entrepreneurship Education is a specialized body of knowledge structured to provide renewed
hope for African people vis-a-vis Nigeria in the area of tackling youth unemployability and promoting
skills acquisition tailored making the beneficiaries establishing their own small scale enterprises and
run them (Agbede and Ugwu, 2011). Entrepreneurship Education has recently made tremendous
impact in our world to such an extent that modern man now tends to see it as “almighty”
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Agi (2012) stated that entrepreneurship Education is structured to achieve the following objectives
which enhances good governance and sustainable peace in Nigeria named;

1. To offer functional education to the youth that will enable them to be self-employed and self
reliant

2. Provide the young graduates adequate training that effective will enable them to be creative
and innovative that five in identifying novel business opportunities.

3. To serve as a catalyst for economic growth and development

4. Offer tertiary institution graduates with adequate training in risk management to make certain
learning feasible.

5. To reduce the high rate of unemployment

6. Create employment opportunities

7. Reduction in rural-urban migration

8. Provide young graduates with enough training and support that will enable them to establish a
career in small and medium sized business

9. To inculcate the spirit of perseverance in youths and adults which will enable them to persist

in any business venture they embark upon

10. Create smooth transition from traditional to modern industrial economy.

The importance of entrepreneurship education cannot be our emphasized in securing good governance
and sustainable peace in any nation of African. For a nation to develop, there is the need for the
establishment of functional entrepreneurship education. Any nation that ignores its usefulness will be
downed for stagnation and retrogression and therefore, there will be no meaningful good governance
and sustainable peace.

Challenges Mitigating Against Development of Functional Entrepreneurship Education in
Nigeria

The following problems as articulated by Ojeifo (2012) are the most important problems facing the
entrepreneurship education in Nigeria.

1. Rampant political and bureaucratic corruption together with the absence of social consensus
on important macroeconomic policy issues affect entrepreneurship education in Nigeria

2. Poor access to vocational and skills development training for rural and urban students affect
entrepreneurship education in Nigeria

3. Absence of regulatory mechanisms for effective overnight of enterprise development
initiatives

4, The presence of administrative and trade barriers that curtail capacity building and inhibit
access to technical support for entrepreneurship students and teachers

5. Lack of basis infrastructural facilities in Nigeria like good road network, water supply and
power are inimical to small business in Nigeria

6. Lack of access to capital for students to practicalize what they have been taught in school
Conclusion

Transparently, there is deficit in the governance process and also non-sustainability of peace
which have resulted in insecurity, starvation, poverty, unemployment, injustice, inequality and
absence of ingredients of life.

The impacts of entrepreneurship education have resulted in development of all spheres of life
and endeavour. This is of course a clear indication that the economics, social and political growth of
Nigeria is anchored on the entrepreneurial and technological advancement. Any nation that ignores to
develop the usefulness of entrepreneurship education will be doomed to stagnation and retrogression.
Good Governance and sustainable peace foster and define the nature of security of a nation. For any
nation to develop industrially and commercially, there is need to educate its citizens to understand and
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appreciate this brand of education and technical know how effectively and useful, in order other to
correct the deficits of Governance. There is the need for government to provide entrepreneurial
education friendly environment in our schools, technical and vocational centers, such as will equipped
workshops and laboratories. Furthermore, government should provide other functional structures such
as judiciary, military, and parliament. When all of will be enhanced in Nigeria. It may take a long
time and huge resources to achieve but the end is certainly going to justify the means. Nigerians
should perceive the entrepreneurship education option as a hew way to reduce the sophistication of
crimes and violence that are threatening national integration and security.

Recommendations
Sequel to the revelations and implications of this discourse, the following recommendations become
imperative.
1. Stakeholders in the education sector should establish robust synergy with the political class to
guarantee effective utilization of entrepreneurship education for good governance, peaceful
coexistence and sustainability, sustainable development in the nation. In this regard, adequate funding
and regular review of entrepreneurship education curricular at all levels of the education ladder is
crucial
2. Regular revision and introduction of innovative curricular such as citizenship education,
family living education, science education etc will go a long way to bridging some of the existing
gaps in students acquisition of the right attitude to life and work.
3. There is need for a review of entrepreneurship Education curriculum to include critical
subjects that are necessary for development of informal and well-rounded citizens. There is no doubt
that a good knowledge of certain subjects such as our national history and civics will help in the
development of more socially aware youths truly lateral and educated citizens who understand the
appreciate the nation’s peculiar challenges and can situate themselves within the search for solutions
to me problems. Through the curriculum used in our schools, we need to develop citizens that are
truly Nigerians who have the interest of the nation at heart and care about the challenges facing our
country.
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