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Abstract

Globalisation is an umbrella term to describe the world wide drive towards a
globalised world through increasing volume and variety of cross-border
transaction in goods and services and wide spread diffusion of technology.
Its effects have both positive and negative consequences on virtually all
aspect of life: culture, economy, education, etc. This paper is aimed at
document the benefits of library to the globalisation of architectural
education in developing countries like Nigeria. It examined the concept of
globalisation, itemising its positive and negative aspects. The evolution of
library from mere storage and retrieval of information through audio-visual
to the era of internet/e-library was traced. Intellectual freedom, intellectual
ownership, technological convergence, information literacy and pedagogical
change were identified as some of the challenges posed by globalisation to
education. The paper concluded by recommending well equipped libraries
with the state-of-the-art equipment, dynamic and open-minded staff and
students of architecture, and training and re-training of library staff as
necessary to be able to benefit maximally from the globalisation of
architectural education.

Introduction

Globalization is acomprehensive term for the emergence of a global society in which
economic, political, environmental, and cultural events in one part of the world quickly come to have
significance for people in other parts of the world. Globalization is the result of advances in
communication, transportation, and information technologies. It describes the growing economic,
political, technological, and cultural linkages that connect individuals, communities, businesses, and
governments around the world. (Tabb, 2007) Despite its apparent advantages, its impacts on the
educational sector have hardly been noticed, especially in the developing countries like Nigeria. This
paper is therefore an attempt at documenting the benefits of globalisation to education in general and
architectural education in particular.

The Concept of Globalisation

Globalisation, which is the defining characteristic of our time, has become a major issue in
the world today affecting all institutions in many significant ways. As a ‘new world order’ that
emerged fully after the 1989 with the collapse of European communism, globalisation is a dynamic
and didactic process whose characteristics have been identified completely but one which has brought
with it a belief in ecological emergency, lower trade barriers, an end to exchange, a freer movement of
investment capital, goods and people, new forms of labour and the displacement of public sector
capital by the private sector. (Marcelo, 2002).

Globalization has both negative and positive aspects. Among the negative aspects are the
rapid spread of diseases, illicit drugs, crime, terrorism, and uncontrolled migration. Among the
benefits are the sharing of basic knowledge, technology, investments, resources, and ethical values.

Held and McGrew (2001) define globalisation as a “re-articulation of international space, in
which the notions of sovereignty and democracy have been prised away from the traditional
rootedness in the national community and territorially bounded nation-state”, In the opinion of Ann-
curry (2000), North American information companies view this ‘re-articulation’ as an opportunity to
expand their customers base into developing countries with technology driven products.

The debate over globalization is about what the best rules are for governing it so that its
advantages can grow while its problems can be solved. On one side of this debate are those who stress
the benefits of removing barriers to international trade and investment, allowing capital to be allocated
more efficiently and giving consumers greater freedom of choice. On the other side of the debate are
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critics who see neoliberal policies as producing greater poverty, inequality, social conflict, cultural
destruction, and environmental damage.

While some librarians see globalisation as a very positive force for cultural, social and
economic development.... Providing the opportunity for a much greater understanding and interaction
among the various people of the world, (Stan, 2001) other authorities have expressed a pessimistic
view of globalisation. Prominent among them is Korten, who gave evidence of increasing social and
environmental disintegration in developing countries and documents the negative human and
environmental consequences of the successful efforts of international cooperation to reconstruct
values and institutions in the developing countries to serve the company’s own narrow end. (Korten,
2001)

Scot (1997) also voiced a negative view of globalisation when he noted that increasing cross
sectional flows of information tend to make ‘nations, nationality and national boundaries less
important to peoples lives resulting in loss of local identity, control and responsibility. According to
the Human Development Report,” globalisation in this face has benefited only one fifth of the world’s
population while marginalising the rest. (UNDP, 2003) Hence, the United Nations millennium
declaration which says, “We believe that the central challenge we face today is to ensure that
globalisation becomes a positive force for the entire worlds people”. Despite these views, there is no
denying the facts that the library has a number of benefits and roles to play in the globalisation of
knowledge, especially architectural education Nigeria. The library is the’ nerve-centre’ or ‘nucleus’ of
any academic community and it occupies the central and primary place because it supports all the
functions of the institution. The library in an educational institution is not only the basis of teaching
and study; it is essential for research, without which contributions cannot be made to some human
knowledge.

Library and Internet (e-Library)

Although the word ‘library’ is derived from the Latin word ‘liber’ meaning ‘book’, the term
now refers to a collection of data in many other formats (Encarta suite, 2004). The basic philosophy of
library is the encouragements of learning and the purpose of any library is that of preservation,
conservation and service. Over the years, it has grown from storage and retrieval of information to
audio and video cassettes usage, non-book and paper less information-e-library (Internet).

The internet, according to Leiner, et al (2003) represents “one of the most successful
examples of the benefits of sustained investment and commitment to research and development of
information infrastructures... (it) is a widespread information infrastructure, the initial prototype of
what is often called the national (or Global or Galactic) information infrastructure. Its history is
complex and involves many aspects-technological, organisational and community. And its influence
reaches not only to the technical fields of computer communications but throughout society as we
move towards increasing use of online tools to accomplish electronic commerce, information
acquisition and community operations” (Leiner, et al 2003, pg 1).

Internet has brought new opportunities to government and business. Many individuals use the
internet for communication through electronic mails (e-mails), retrieving news, researching
information, shopping, etc. Educational institutions use the internet for research and to deliver online
courses and course materials to students.

Use of the internet has grown tremendously since its inception. The internet success arises
from its flexibility. The internet doubles in size every 9 to 14 months since it began in the late 1970s.
(Douglas, 2007). In 1981, according to Douglas, only 213 computers were connected to the internet,
by the year 2000, the number has grown to more than 400million. The current number of internet
users can only be estimated. Some analysts said that the number of users was expected to top 1 billion
by the end of 2005.

In the 1970s and 80s, the use of internet which originated in the United States as ARPANET,
was restricted almost exclusively to academic and military users. In the 1980s, the National Science
Foundation (NSF) developed an “acceptable use policy” that relaxed restrictions and allowed faculties
at universities to use the internet for research and scholarly activities. However, the NSF policy
prohibited all commercial uses of internet (Douglas, 2007).

By 1995, however, the internet use was privatised and commercial use was permitted. This
coincided with growth in the popularity of the World Wide Web (WWW) which was developed by a
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British physicist and computer scientist Timothy Berners-Lee. Companies, individuals and institutions
use the internet in many ways. Academic institutions use the internet for electronic learning, also
known as e-learning (e-library). Scientists and scholars use the internet to communicate with
colleagues, perform research, distribute notes and course materials to students and publish papers and
articles (Douglas, 2007).

Functions of a Library

The function of the library is primarily to support teaching, research and vocational
improvement programmes of an institution. The library will acquire instructional materials, in
whatever form e.g. books journals, and visual materials, etc, which they may present. It is very
necessary that the materials must cover all the relevant fields of study in the institution’s curricula. All
the goals of the library are achieved by various series, which are organised to effectively meet the
educational, informational, recreational, research and social needs of all the library users in a most
efficient manner.
The functions and purposes of these services include:
To provide library materials available to legitimate users of the library.
To render full assistance to readers in using the library and its content.
To provide answer to inquirers requiring specific information.
To give personal guidance in the use of library card, catalogue, bibliographic, abstract and
indexes.
To consult about term papers, thesis, etc including methods of finding materials and
bibliographic form.
To give instructions like teaching the use of library to students of institutions.
To locate materials for users whenever they may be in the library.
To make available materials not in the library through inter-library loan.
To make constantly, both the teaching staff and students, aware of both new books and new
issues of journals through monthly accession list and library display.
10. To place on reserve, material specifically meant for both tutorial and class assignments;
11. To provide reprographic services to readers in order to minimise the influence of pilfering and

vandalising of library materials.
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Necessary Materials/Services for e-Library

The libraries in the Nigerian institutions where Architecture courses are offered should be
repositioned and equipped to be able to meet the challenges in the global world. The following
essential equipments are necessary in the libraries for them to perform optimally in the process of
globalisation of Architecture Education in Nigeria.

1. Computer apparatus: - All hardware should be placed in separate, complete room. Some of
these hardware should include but not limited to , sever, Back-ups Ram, Disk Drive, CD-
ROMS, file servers, Internet www server, UPS (Uninterruptable power supply) etc.

Personal Computer, laptops and workstation.
Local Area Network (LAN) — to support the different automated business process.
Satellite Equipment Rooms (SERS)
Sigh porting.
Photocopier
For security and safety of the library, its users and its contents, the following security
equipment should be provided and security measure taken.

1. Burglary Alarm - consisting of a number of video cameras, alarm signalling
broken window, etc.

2. Public Address System - enabling the library to make announcements or calls from
the security desk to all linked-up speakers. All calls should be preceded by an
attention signal.

3. Protective Devices for Library Materials - The library materials should be
protected against theft by a magnetic strip.

4. Entrance Control: - There should be strict separation between the public and staff
entrances and areas.
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Challenges Posed by e-Library and Globalisation

There are many challenges posed by globalisation to our university libraries. Some of these

challenges, according to Byrne (2000), include:

1. Intellectual Freedom: - This refers to the loss of control on what is lauded on the
internet in the name of information. The presence of much offensive content on the
internet has raised the issue of serpent of censorship in many countries.

2. Intellectual Property: - This calls for increased concern about the issues of ownership
and use of copyright materials in our institutions of learning.

3. Technological Convergence: - With the increased use of the internet, and e-library,
many publishers and distributors are worried about losing control of their contents in a
digital environment.

4, Infrastructure: - There is the need to provide adequate and basic infrastructure that will
enable library users to benefit maximally. Some of these infrastructures include a well-
planned library building that can be adapted to changes in technology and means of
storing information, well stocked and diverse collections that are managed and
supported by well-framed staff.

5. Information Literacy: - There is the need for the provision of comprehensive and up to
date information skills training for effective use of the modern academic library. This is
an essential element of the attributes expected of the graduates of our universities.

6.  Pedagogical Change: - The recognition of library as an integral to learning and research
within higher institution places a responsibility on it to play an essential role in the
refocusing of universities towards flexible, open and career long learning.

Implications for Library and Information Service Education

The particular challenges faced by university libraries must be seen in the context of the many
external influences, including globalisation, multilingual and multicultural challenges, media
developments and e-World opportunities. However, the traditional emphasis on ethics,
professionalism and objectivity, and on cooperation and collaboration remain crucial as does our
responsibility to think globally, endeavouring to address the implications for those in both developed
and developing nations (Byrne, 2000).

According to Byrne, these considerations suggest that our professional education and training,
both initial and continuing, should address a wide range of issues. Such issues include socio-economic
context; knowledge economy; modes of publication, including diversification of media, scholarly
information, etc. Others include networked electronic information; intellectual property; pedagogy —
both understanding how people learn and developing teaching skills; information literacy;
technological proficiency; ethics and intellectual freedom; and collaboration.

Benefits of Globalisation to Architectural Education

Most experts have attributed to globalization improvements in communication, transportation,
and information technologies (Tabb, 2007). Advancesin communication and information
technologies have helped improve access to knowledge through the use of the internet. Vast amounts
of information can be processed, shared, and stored on a disk or a computer chip, and the cost is
continually declining. People can be almost anywhere and acquire knowledge or communicate with
their lectures, employers, customers, or families 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, or 24/7 as it has come
to be known.

Advances in communications instantly unite people around the globe. For example,
communications satellites allow global television broadcasts to bring news of faraway events, such as
wars and national disasters as well as sports and other forms of entertainment. The Internet, the cell
phone, and the fax machine permit instantaneous communication. The World Wide Web and
computers that store vast amounts of data allow instant access to information exceeding that of any
library. (Tabb, 2007) Architectural information abounds on the internet.

Improved technology now enables architects (teachers and students) present their works in
digitalised format using various forms of software available. Prominent among such software are
ACHICAD, AUTOCAD, etc. Architectural drawings can now be made on computers and shared with
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other professionals (engineers, quantity surveyors, etc) to work with. With globalisation, there are
opportunities for students wishing to study architecture to apply to universities of their choice on the
internet, seek for financial aids and sponsorship and even register online.

Improvements in transportation are also part of globalization. Not only do goods, money, and
information move great distances quickly, more people are also moving great distances as well.
Migration, both legal and illegal, is a major feature of this era of globalization. The world becomes
smaller due to next-day delivery by jet airplane. Students of architecture can now travel round the
world to share experiences with their colleague around the globe and/or have first hand information
and experience about theory and history of architecture. Advances in information technologies have
also lowered travelling expenses. Geographic and national boundaries are fast disappearing and
travelling documents are becoming less difficult to process and procure.

Conclusion and Recommendations

For students and teachers of Architectural education in Nigeria to benefit from their libraries
and be able to compete favourably with their counterparts from other parts of ‘the global village’, all
hands must be on deck. The libraries must be well equipped with modern gadgets and equipments.
The teachers and the students must be open-minded and flexible, always ready to update and upgrade
their knowledge in line with what is happening around the world. The situation where students are
forced to still use the drawing boards, even at the Master’s level, against their wish, instead of CADD
should be reviewed. Computer appreciations and CADD courses should be made compulsory for
students, right from undergraduate classes.

Library staff must also be up and doing. Training and retraining of the library staff in
Nigerian Institutions should be continuous to make them e-library/internet compliance.
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