UNIVERSAL BASIC EDUCATION AND NATION BUILDING: THE NIGERIAN CASE
Alumode, Bernard Ede

Abstract

In this paper the aim has been to determine (lie impact Universal Basic
Education (U. B. E,) would create on building a strong, united and
self-reliant nation. The importance of education in nation building was
highlighted. The concepts of U. 13. If., and nation building were discussed. U
is believed that the universal aspect of 1). B, H. will lead to exposing the
greater number of Nigerians to experiences that are in the spirit of nation
building. Since U.B. E. is aimed at inculcating moral and ethical values i(
will enhance social and cultural security and development. Because U. B.
Il. is meant to provide skill acquisition, it will enhance economic and
technological growth and development and prevent unjustified accumulation
of wealth. If judiciously implemented, U.B. E. will bring about the
redefinition of Nigeria's strategy of political mobilization, and also lead to
effective communication. The result is that Nigerians will build a nation of
their dream.

Introduction

In both developing and developed nations, education is looked upon as an indispensable
instrument for nation building. America built her greatness in (he classroom (Okafor, 1988). The
major function of education is (he development of individual talents so as to enable him participate
fully in a changing society for better. According to Fafunwa (1974) education is a means of effecting
desirable changes. This means that education is an important instrument for transforming society.
Education leads lo vertical and horizontal mobility, employment opportunities and the emergence of
specialised skills, which further lead to independent occupational roles. Oyeneye {1977) citing Jefiery
(1946) noted that education is seen as the direct means by which a people seeks to shape its own
destiny and to transform itself from what it knows itself to be into what it could hope to become.

As aresult of Nigeria's trust in education as an important instrument for building the nation
of her dream, she has continued her search for relevant education, Thus Aki (2001) said that in
recognition of the importance of education, Nigeria has continued to make serious efforts towards
providing her citizens with quantitative and qualitative education for social, economic and political
development. During the fourth National Development Plan (1981 -- 1985) it was staled that
successive Nigerian governments ... have accorded education a high priority in the structure of
resource allocation.

However, despite Nigeria's emphasis on educational development, not much progress has
been made in improving the quality of life of the greater number of Nigerians. In addition, it has not
been possible for Nigeria to integrate her citizens to present a common Iron! lo fight those social ills
that menace the nation. Ethical and religious bigotries have continued to disintegrate rather than build
Nigeria. Political and economic instability as well as social insecurity has remained agents of
disintegration. The continued menace of these social, political religious and economic ills may be
attributed to lack of effective and efficient educational system of the nation. Oyeneye bemoaning the
ugly situation remarked that Nigeria, even with over 150 years of formal education and over 35 years
of independence, is still infested with a high level of indiscipline especially among the so called elite.
According to him:

The Nigerian society is still characterised by drug addiction,
hard- drug pushing” cultism, stealing, rioting, poor work ethics,
lateness to work, non-commitment to one's job, political
victimization, ethnic chauvinism, parochialism, oppression,
injustice, cruelty, tribalism, impatience, corruption in high
and low places., wrong social values, religious intolerance,
avarice and selfishness (Oyeneye, 1997:1).

In view of the above this paper is aimed at examining what impact the Universal Basic



Education can create towards building a strong united and dynamic nation.

The Concept Of** Universal Basic Education
Basic education is succinctly defined by the document produced after the world
conference on education for all, held in Jomtien, Thailand in 1990. According to the document
"World Declaration on Education for all and framework for Action to Meet Basie Leaning
needs", basic education means that level, type and form of learning needed to build firm roots for
literacy and numeracy, to inculcate basic life skills and more importantly, to consolidate the skills
of learning how to learn. The implementation guideline for the U. B. \... (2000) stated that in (he
Nigerian context basic education includes programmes for early childhood care and socialization,
the acquisition of functional literacy, numeracy and life skills, formal and non-formal education
as well as non-formal skills and apprenticeship training. Basic education, therefore means
fundamental learning which is the development of literacy, numeracy, and basic life skills which
prepare the recipient for further learning so as to become a contributing member of his society.
Basic education prepares the recipient for the exploration of the world around him so as
to solve social, economic political, religious and cultural problems. According to Ukeje (2000)
basic education is education for life and survival which makes the possessor a full functioning
member of his society. Thus Offorma (2000: 1) declared that:
We live in a changing world and for people to adapt to the
changes there is need to constantly learn new skills and apply
them in the solution of the problems of living. Basic education

is the type of education that equips individuals with such
necessary skills.

Universal education implies education for all. This means that every Nigerian no matter
the socio-economic status will be given equal opportunity to receive this basic education. The

Implementation Guideline (2000: 4) stipulates that the universal aspect of U. B. Y:. implies three
things:

M inclusiveness, which means that both able and disabled Nigerians shall benefit from
the programme;

(i) special attention to special groups, which means that the special needs of all sectors of
the nation shall be provided for; and

(iii) encouragement to the provision of facilities for early child care and socialisation.

It is for these that the programme is intended to be free and compulsory. U.B.B. aims at
ensuring that Nigeria lives up to its commitment to her citizens to generalise basic education as
the cornerstone for the development of the nation. This is expected because Nigeria is a signatory
to the 1990 Jomtien Declaration of Education for All by the Year 2000 and also a member of the
Group of fc - 9 nations committed to the total eradication of illiteracy.

Basic education aims at equipping individuals with such knowledge, skills and attitudes
that will enable them to:

M live meaningful and fulfilling life; (ii)

contribute to the development of the society;

(iii) derive maximum social, economic and cultural benefits from the
society; and (iv) discharge their civic obligations competently.

This is in agreement with what Ukeje (2000) described as the strategic components of
basic education:

@) education for personal and social development;
(b) education for social responsibility;
(c) education for national unity and political integration; and



(d) education for good citizenship.

Specifically U.B.E. is expected to ensure that Nigerians acquire the appropriate
levels of literacy, numeracy, manipulative and life skills as well as the ethical, moral and civic values
need for laying the foundation for life-long learning.

The Concept Of Nation Building

Nation building involves improvement in the present condition of any nation to better social,
economic, political, cultural and religious position. According to Azikiwe (1992) nation building
means development and development in the Third World countries is related to increased agricultural
production, improved health care, better nutrition and all other essentials for improving the quality of
life of rural dwellers. In the view of Oyeneye (1997) development encompasses all aspects of national
life, which includes social, political, economic, religious and ideological needs and aspirations of
individual citizens, local, state, national and international agencies. Thus nation building involves all
activities which can improve a person's or nation's potentials, attitudes, material advancement as well
as scientific and technological progress.

From the foregoing, nation building encompasses all activities that involve increased food
production, food processing, effective and efficient distribution of food, water and fuel, political
awareness, better social outlook, improved health care and improved child bearing and rearing
practices. According to Alu (2000) it has to do with all aspects or people's life such as economic,
political, social legal, administrative and otherwise, Nation building includes family planning,
population education, and all other social imperatives which can create awareness and inculcate the
necessary knowledge, skills and values for effective national planning, development and improved
quality of life of a nation.

Human beings are important resources in nation building and they are to become literate if
they arc to participate fully in the process. It is obvious that there can be no active participation of the
people in nation building where the majority of them are illiterates (Azikiwe, 1992). Thus if the
illiteracy rate of Nigerians does not improve, Nigeria might not be able to achieve the desired goal of
nation building in the fore-seeable future. Illiteracy is responsible for low income, inferior social
status, superstition, ill-health arising from unhealthy environment, early marriage, poor social outlook,
subsistence agriculture which lead to poor output, etc. Illiteracy is a very big obstacle to nation
building hence every nation must provide education for her citizens.

The Impact Of U.B."E. On Nation Building In Nigeria
Attempts on education that is open to all have been made in Nigeria since 1956 when Western
Region under Obafemi Awolowo launched Universal Primary Education (U. P. E.). This was
followed by Eastern Region in 1957. Twenty years later, 1975, Nigeria under Olusegun Obasanjo
launched U. P. E. Unfortunately these attempts did not achieve all their objectives {Opara, 2000 and
Alu. 2001). Meduabum (2001) advised the Federal Government not to allow the mistakes that marred
similar schemes in 1956 and 1957 to scuttle the U.B.E. scheme. However with education that is
properly structured, judiciously oriented and adequately open to all, this nation will be placed on
ever-increasing escalator towards qualitative greatness (Okafor, 1988).
Universal Basic Education with its universal aspect implies inclusiveness which means that
every Nigerian has the opportunity to benefit from the programme. If judiciously implemented, U. B.
E. will result to self-realization, better human relations, individual and national efficiency, effective
citizenship, national consciousness, national unity as well as social, cultural, religious, economic,
political, scientific and technological progress. This is so because U. B. E. is not meant to take place
only in the classroom but wherever individuals congregate. This will, therefore, lead to nation
building. According to the implementation guidelines of the U. B. E. programme:
Basic education is not defined in terms of years of schooling. Neither is it limited to
formal schooling. It sees education in its broadest sense as of a close articulation of
the formal, the non-formal and informal approaches to and mechanism for the



awakening and all-round development of the human potential (F. M. E., 2000:3).

Universal Basic Education scheme if judiciously implemented will expose individuals to
experiences that are in the spirit of nation building. Socially, Nigeria needs proper orientation towards
social development and social justice. Universal Basic Education which is aimed at inculcating moral

and ethical values, will lead to social security which is very vital to nation building. The current
widespread cult activities in our institutions oflearning is a clog in the wheel of nation building. The
rampant acts of human rituals and the massacre of innocent citizens can be prevented in the presence
of social security. The rampant trafficking in human beings and the nefarious act of prostitution
among our young girls do not augur well for nation building and it is only in a healthy society that
such social ills can be prevented. Universal Basic Education is the answer.

Social development cannot be discussed without reference to economic development.
Economic development implies increase in material wealth which is necessary for the survival of the
individual members of the society. -Skill acquisition has to do with technological development
which is concerned with acquiring knowledge and ability of doing things, innovation and techniques
which lead to economic development. The acquisition of skills will lead to social change in
attitudes, motivation, and incentives. In other words knowledge and skills obtained through U. B. E.
will enable Nigerians to contribute meaningfully to economic growth. Furthermore the acquisition of
skills by the greater majority will harmonise' occupational and economic opportunities, raise the
level of self-reliance, dedication to duty, responsibility, loyalty and a sense of co-existence.

Universal Basic Education will also enhance cultural development. The existence of many
different linguistic and cultural groups constitute a very great obstacle to nation building. In Nigeria
linguistic and cultural differences have contributed in no small measure to many social disturbances
which often come in the name of religious riots.

Literacy is an important instrument for nation building. Literacy acquired through the U. B.E.
scheme will make the citizens appreciate unity in diversity and enhance effective communication of
individuals with their neighbours from different linguistic and cultural groups. As a greater majority
of Nigerians become literate, people will learn to shun an indisciplined role in the production process
by avoiding unjustified accumulation of wealth, mismanagement of public funds and property,
corruption and all other economic and social ills. In addition literacy is a prerequisite for good health
care. Literate mothers are in a better position to nurse their babies under hygienic conditions. Literate
husbands and wives are more prone to practice family planning. Literate parents will not give their
daughters for early marriage. Since U. B. E. aims at ensuring that all Nigerians acquire appropriate
levels of literacy, it is believed that it will bring about national development.

Universal Basic Education will lead to redefining Nigeria's strategy of political mobilisation.
H will direct people's/attention to unity, cohesion, national integration and sense of nation hood. This
according to Ozuru (1991) will facilitate political participation by citizens and thereby create a desired
society. This in turn will lead to the promotion of law and order, justice, and good government which
are necessary conditions for nation building.

Conclusion

In discussing U. B. E. and nation building, an attempt has been make to determine the impact
that Universal Basic Education would create on nation building. In the paper, (he importance of
education in education in enhancing development was highlighted. The concepts of Universal Basic
Education and nation building were discussed.

It was pointed out that since U. B. E. is meant for every Nigerian citizen, the scheme will
expose a greater number of individuals to experiences that are in the spirit for nation building.
Furthermore, because U. B. E. is aimed at inculcating moral and ethical values, it will lead to social
and cultural security. The skill acquisition aspect will lead to economic and technological
development, and prevent unjustified accumulation of wealth. Furthermore, U. B. E., if judiciously
implemented will lead to redefining Nigeria's strategy of political mobilisation and effective
communication. With all these Nigerians will build a nation of their dream.
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