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Abstract 
Large scale unemployment is one of the greatest social problems in Nigeria 

today, because the educational orientation of our youths is white-collar job 
oriented. To solve the problem of unemployment, there is need to inculcate 
entrepreneurship skills into the Nigerian youths, especially at the senior 
secondary school level of education. Thus, senior secondary education, in . 
context of current social and economic reforms, should provide learners with 
functional knowledge and skills for productive life and for contributing to 
societal development. The task at hand now is to revise the current 
secondary school curriculum to be responsive to the new direction and focus of 
education in Nigeria. 

Introduction 
One of the greatest social problems in Nigeria today is large scale unemployment. Daily 

experience shows that a good percentage of graduates of our secondary schools and universities are 
unemployed. This is trace able not so much to population as to the type of education students receive in 
schools. The nature of education which is operated in Nigeria up till independence never accorded the 
individuals any functional skills for self-reliance. Students generally received little or no training in 
skills useful for employment in the country's labour market. They were generally educated in areas like 
arts and sometimes in the sciences which gave rise to what has been described as "white-collar 
syndrome", that is, attitude of workers who shun exertion of physical energy and prefer to work in 
comfortable and air-condition offices funded by government. 

It is obvious that "clerical mentality" or "white collar job syndrome" cannot last long because 
the population of school leavers contesting for clerical positions far out-number the available 
opportunities. To solve the problem of unemployment, there is need for more functional and skill 
oriented education. 

The aftermath of J969, national curriculum conference gave birth to the National Policy on 
Education in 1977. The national policy on education (Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1981) is the effort of 
the federal Government of Nigeria to reverse the unemployment trend by striving to equip students with 
skills and capabilities for employment and self-reliance. The policy put in place the 6-3-3-4 system of 
education which at each level sets out to make young Nigeria acquire skills for their economic 
survival and national development. While the Federal Republic of Nigeria (1981), has made the laudable 
effort to ensure that primary and post-primary students are exposed to skill acquisition programme, it 
should be noted here, that they should be adequately guided to make vocational plans suitable to both 
themselves and the nation. 

The Federal Government of Nigeria, has for more then three decades now set up one 
programme or the aimed at increasing productivity, combating unemployment and improving the 
health of the population (Ekpenyoung 2004). Some of such programmes, which were put in place by 
successive Federal Government are as foIlows:-Operation Feed the Nation (OFN), Green Revolutions, 
Family Economic Advancement Programme (FEAP), Mass Mobilization for Self Reliance, 
Directorate of Food, Roads and Rural Infrastructure (DFRRI), Better Life for Rural Women, Family 
Support Programme (FSP-this programme has managed to survive the present administration), and 
National Directorate of Employment (NDE). 

Currently, the present government has since 2002 either discarded the previous poverty 
eradication programmes, except the NDE or subsumed them under the Nations poverty Eradication 
programmes (NAPEP). However, indications show that, so far, the impact of these programmes is yet  
to be felt more than three years after establishment, as social status, health and unemployment of most 
Nigerians still remain depressed (Ekpenyoung, 2004). 

One way out of the present state of joblessness in the society is to equip people with the type of 



skill that would enable (hem become self-employed. A significant thrust of the National Policy on 
Education (2004), stresses the need to integrate entrepreneurship education skills acquisition into 
vocational, technical and technological education programmes in secondary, technical and 
higher/tertiary institutions. In this vein, there would be an easy blend of skills acquisition and self 
reliance, hence entrepreneurship education curriculum should be built into school programmes.  

Need for Entrepreneurship 
Entrepreneurship Education deals with the acquisition of right habits, attitudes and skills as 

well as means of surviving in the face of unemployment. Entrepreneurship education aims at helping 
the students acquire saleable skills which can help them become self-reliant, (Anyakoha, 1993). 
According to Augusiobo (1997), Entrepreneurship education could be said to include acquisition of 
right habits, attitudes, saleable skills as well as entrepreneurship skills. Through the teaching of 
entrepreneurship skills, our schools (primary through the tertiary) would assume more responsibilities 
in job creation and giving a sharper focus on the field to the students on their graduation. 

Statement of the Problem 
There is increasing level of unemployment in the country. Our educational system is on the 

verge of collapse. There are problems of inadequate teaching tools, research grants and lack of funds. 
All these have greatly affected the quality of t he products of our institutions. Our educational 
curriculum does not balance theoretical training with entrepreneurial/skill acquisition for self-reliant. 
Educators and policy formulators must ensure that the general course contents and curriculum, 
especially at the secondary level of education are structured to meet our needs of a developing nation. 
Thus, senior secondary education, in the context of current social and economic reform, should 
provide learners with functional knowledge and skills for productive life and for contributing to 
societal development. The task at hand now is to revise the extent secondary curriculum to be 
responsive to the new direction and focus of education in Nigeria.  

Research Question 
Is there a need to restructure the current secondary school curriculum for the attainment of  

entrepreneurship objectives oft he National Policy on Education? 

Purpose of the Study 
The study seeks to find out if there is need to restructure the current secondary school 

curriculum for t he attainment of entrepreneurship objectives of the National Policy on Education?  

Method and Procedures  
The study employed the descriptive survey. The target population was all the public 

secondary school teachers in Delta State. The number of secondary school teachers in the state as at 
the time of this study, 2007/2008 is 8,590. The investigator obtained a sample of 825 teachers thus 
representing 10% of the population. According to Roscoe, J.T (1975), any sample size above 30 is 
adequate for statistical analysis. The simple random sampling technique was used in the selection of 
teachers. To ensure that the sample to a high degree represents the population, all the 25 Local 
Government Areas of the state were involved in the sample. This gave all the 8,590 teachers equal 
chance of being selected. 

A comprehensive instrument tagged Secondary School Teachers Entrepreneurship Education 
Scale (SSTEES), adopted from a similar one used by (Uwameiye and Aduwa-Ogiegbaen, 2005) was 
utilized for this study. The validity and reliability estimates of the instrument used are not in doubt 
since as mentioned earlier, the instrument was used for a similar study. The instrument was therefore 
adjudged to have a reasonable validity and reliability estimates. 

Respondents were asked to rate each of the 16 items on a four-points scale structured as 
follows. Strongly Agree (AG)- 4 Agree (A)= 3, Disagree (D) = 2, and Strongly Disagree (SD) = 1,. 

The instrument was administered to respondents and all returned the completed instrument.  
 ___________________________________________  

Data gathered for this study was analysed using weighted mean. A weighted mean index of 
2.5 is taken as the critical value for decision such that a weighted mean response that falls below 2.5 
was regarded as disagree while a weighted mean response on or above 2.5 was regarded as agree.  



Results 
Research Question 

Is there a need to restructure the current secondary school curriculum for the attainment of 
entrepreneurship objectives of the National Policy on Education? 

Table 1 
Perception of Secondary school teachers on the need to restructure the current secondary 

school curriculum for the attainment of entrepreneurship objectives of the National Policy on 
Education N = 825 

S/N Hem Score Weighted X mean Decision 

1 Entrepreneurship education is not 
included in the curriculum of my 
programme 

288! 3.49 Agree 

2 Teaching is effective with the use of 
instructional equipment in my programme 

3016 3.65 Agree 

3 Instructional materials and equipment are 
adequately supplied in my programme 

1155 1.40 Disagree 

4 Most of the instructional equipment in my 
programme are modern and in good 
working condition 

1464 1.77 disagree 

5 Job opportunity in both public and private 
sectors of the economy provides an 
alternative. 

2383 2.88 Agree 

6 Secondary education is sa id to be 
effective when its products are gainfully 
employed or self-employed. 

2725 3.30 Agree 

7 My state government has not introduced 
entrepreneurship education in my school 

2932 3.55 Agree 

8 Teacher does not need to be trained in 
entrepreneurship 

1095 1.32 Disagree 

9 A skilled teacher does not need 
entrepreneurship training 

1172 1.42 Disagree 

10 There are many secondary school leavers 
that are jobless 

3067 3.71 Agree 

11 Getting loans to set up a small scale 
business is very difficult 

2967 3.59 Agree 

12 It is easy for secondary school leavers to 
raise necessary capital for the setting up of 
a small-scale business 

3i06 3.76 Agree 

13 Secondary education provides the needed 
base for owing a business 

2997 3.63 Agree 

14 The secondary education should be re-
d e s i g n e d  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  
entrepreneurship education 

3064 3.71 Agree 

15 Entrepreneurship education will equip 
secondary school leavers with basic skills 
that will make them be employed or self 
employed in the labour market. 

3077 3.72 Agree 

 
16 Secondary      level      education      

needs entrepreneurship to be responsive to 
the new direction and focus of education 
in Nigeria. 

3010 3.64 agree 

Discussion 
The weighted mean ratings of respondents on the need to restructure the current secondary 



school curriculum for the attainment of entrepreneurship objectives of the National Policy on 
Education is presented in Table 1. Item 1,2,5,6,7,10,11,12,13,14,15, and 16 were rated high (on or 
above 2.50) while items 3,4,8, and 9 recorded low mean scores (1.32-1.77) below the cut-off mark. 
This indicates that respondents were of the view that there is need to restructure the current secondary 
school curriculum for the attainment of entrepreneurship objectives of the National Policy on 
Education. This finding is supported by Ashmore (1990). Uwemeiye, R. and Aduw-Ogiebaen, S.E 
(2005), which reported that entrepreneurship education helps students to form a base of knowledge 
about the function and operation of business, and also helps them develop some level of familiarity 
and comfort with the business environment. In the face of very high unemployment and retrenchment 
of workers in Nigeria today, secondary school graduates equipped with skills in entrepreneurship, will 
display comfort and confidence in running their own business. Such graduates will not be looking for 
the jobs that are not there. Rather than looking for jobs, they become employers of labour, which is an 
added advantage of entrepreneurship education. 

In spite of the high relevance of entrepreneurship to secondary education, the findings of this 
study also showed that entrepreneurship education is not included in the curriculum of secondary 
schools in Nigeria. This was why Fafunwa, B. (1975), observed that most secondary schools were 
geared towards literary attainments almost to the total neglect of training in technical skills and 
therefore, there was no regnrd for manual skill acquisition. This has led to our technological 
backwardness. 

Whereas governments have been focusing on non-formal vocational training through 
programmes such as the National Directorate of Employment (NDE) for more than a decade now, 
unemployment and retrenchment has remained a major problem in this country with its attendant 
social problems of armed robbery, youth restiveness, prostitution and trafficking. This is because 
governments in Nigeria have removed attention from organized vocational and entrepreneurship 
education, and is focusing solely on non-formal education. 

Table 1 also revealed that instructional equipment and materials are in short supply, and 
where available, are not modern and in poor working condition. Okoro (1991) observed that 
ineffective teaching may be caused by lack of suitable tools, equipment, facilities and materials. These 
have to be supplied if remarkable improvement in the performance of students is to be made.  

In addition, table 1 revealed that teachers needed to be trained and exposed to 
entrepreneurship education. 1 his is very important in that if secondary school teachers are not trained 
and exposed to entrepreneurship, and also the full integration of vocational topics to 
entrepreneurship may never be realized in secondary schools.  

Implications of the Study 
The findings of this study suggest that if Nigeria is to have a strong technological base which 

will fight unemployment, reduce retrenchment of workers, youth restiveness, prostitution and 
trafficking, the secondary school curriculum should be restructured to accommodate vocational and 
entrepreneurship education. Secondary school graduates will have an option to set up their own 
business and become self-employed and be able to employ others. 

Recommendations 
1. If secondary education curriculum is to meet the challenges of preparing youths and adults for 

self-employment and self-reliance, then there is need to adequately infuse entrepreneurship 
education into all programmes of secondary education. 

2. The pre-service and in-service secondary education teachers should be fully developed in the 
necessary entrepreneurial knowledge, skills and attitudes they are expected to teach. 

3. Relevant and adequate textbooks, instructional materials, and infrastructural facilities 
should 
be developed by appropriate authorities for effective instruction in entrepreneurship education 
within secondary education programme. 

4. Infrastructures, instructional equipment and materials used in secondary schools should be 
modem and in good working conditions. This will provide an environment, comfort and 
confidence in running their own business. 

Conclusion 
It is obvious that "white collar job syndrome" cannot last long and should not be encouraged 

because the population of secondary school leavers seeking and contesting for jobs that are not there far 
out numbered the very few available opportunities. Therefore, there is need to equip people with the 



type of skills that would enable them become self-employed and self-reliant, hence 
entrepreneurship education should be built into the secondary school curriculum. 
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